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Silky Smooth
A much-loved Single Malt returns.

Whatever the occasion, discover 

the silky smoothness of Cardhu. 
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Discover more at www.malts.comCARDHU.  THE GENEROUS MALT SINCE 1824
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To help the Canadian Coast Guard mark its 50th anniversary in 2012, the 
Harper government slipped into its omnibus budget bill a plan to close Kitsilano 
CCG Base almost immediately. Ottawa consulted no local stakeholders in reaching 
this decision, which became public only when the union that represents the 13 base 
staff sounded the alarm. The plan assumes that the waters of Vancouver, Canada’s 
busiest port, currently served by the country’s busiest CCG base, can be covered 
adequately from Sea Island base, 17 miles and at least 35 minutes away, with support 
from the volunteer Royal Canadian Marine SAR and a summer-only inshore lifeboat.

This plan has aroused vocal opposition from a united front that includes yacht 
clubs and power squadrons, first-responder organizations, and municipal and 
provincial governments. The case against closing the base is well stated in a letter 
to this magazine from Sur-Del Power Squadron (page 12 in this issue). By mid-
summer, it was clear that we have reason for grave concern about how the CCG 
thinks it can serve Canada’s mariners—and for cautious optimism.

In late July, CCG management met for the first time with local stakehold-
ers—including Vancouver police and fire departments, the BC ambulance service, 
RCMSAR, Jericho Rescue and North Shore Rescue, as well as municipal and 
provincial governments—to explain that its mandate is to have a vessel leave the 
dock within 30 minutes of an emergency call and reach the scene within a further 
hour. Yes, that’s 90 minutes. So the presence of Kits Base, whose crews can reach a 
harbour emergency in as little as five minutes, means Vancouver is over-served. 

“We were all shocked,” said Mike Cotter, general manager of Jericho Sailing 
Centre, after the meeting. “This guy from Ottawa is telling us that Vancouver is 
getting too good a service!”

No wonder the federal government believes response times of 35 minutes or 
more from Sea Island or RCMSAR bases in West Vancouver and Deep Cove are 
“good enough.” But would you settle for police, fire or ambulance service that 
took an hour-and-a-half to respond to your personal or family emergency? Would 
you, as a taxpayer, accept service by volunteers from the next municipality down 
the road? Of course not…

The fight to save the base appears to be heating up as it becomes clear just how 
high the stakes really are. “I think it’s pretty clear that some lives are going to be lost. 
And I think the politicians are getting it,” says Cotter. He has met with Conservative 
MPs who are worried about the safety implications of their government’s decision—
and about what the blowback could mean to their prospects for re-election.

“The marine community still has to put up a fight. But this is far from 
over—this is a winnable fight,” says Cotter.

You can help. If you haven’t written to your nearest Conservative MP, 
Transport Minister Keith Ashfield or Prime Minister Harper, now’s the time. Tell 
them their standard for emergency service on Vancouver waters—on all Canadian 
waters—is utterly inadequate. Ask them if they want the lives lost for lack of 
timely response to marine emergencies on their consciences—or on their political 
record come the next federal election.

 
INSPIRATION
In this issue, we welcome a new writer, Elizabeth Regan, who is also a relatively 
new boater. After moving from the prairies to Vancouver to fulfill their dream 
of living near water, Elizabeth and her husband Robert Abells got the boating 
itch. In less than a year, they purchased a 42’ passagemaking trawler, started 
learning to handle it, and embarked on a cruise that took them farther up the 
north coast than many of us will get in a lifetime. “The Voyage of Free Spirit 
V” begins on page 42 with their purchase and learning curve; it continues next 
issue with their first extended cruise. Elizabeth writes with candour and humour 
about their challenges, missteps and lessons. Their story is a reminder that life’s 
Big Decisions—like buying a boat or living a dream—often call for a little less 
consideration and hesitation…and a little more inspiration. 
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Six cylinders fi re. All synapses follow.
The feeling is almost intangible. Push a button and the machine

reacts immediately, instinctively – like an extension of you. 
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form and function. By eliminating excess to create intuitive, 

human-focused technology, like our new SMS text message 

function† and AWD with Intelligent Control.™  With a new

V6 273-hp engine that delivers power with improved 

effi ciency. It’s an endlessly versatile package that elevates 

not only driver enjoyment, but driver ability. 

Man. Machine. Connect. Experience it at acura.ca

†SMS text message function is only compatible with certain devices.

a CYW_1210_OCT12-BOOK FRONT.indb   4 12-08-21   10:52 AM

http://acura.ca


c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  5

Conten ts Vo lume 41 •  I ssue  5

Boat Reviews

97 Delphia 47
101 Jeanneau 509
105 Sea Ray 370 Sundancer
109 Prestige 500 S

Features

Departments
3 Tidelines: Saving Kits Base
6  Contributors
8  Scuttlebutt: What’s New on the West Coast
37  New Products: Latest and Greatest Gear
51  Environment: Reusable Winter Covers
55  Engine Room: Heating and Cooling  
 to Extend Your Season
61  Messing About: Tales of a Catcherman
65  Yacht Club Profile: Serious Fun  
 in Pendrell Sound
73  Safety: Survival at Sea
146  Crossing the Line: A Family Affair

Remembering Tolly
A Princess Louisa memorial to the late Tolly 
Tollefson, boatbuilder and gentleman
By Robert Hale

Falling for Fall
A die-hard autumn cruiser’s tips for savouring 
the shoulder season
By tctctc

Romping Through  
the Windwards
Grenada to St. Lucia by cruising cat
By William Springer

The Voyage of Free Spirit V
Part 1: Buying the boat,  
climbing the learning curve
By Elizabeth Regan

16

23

29

42

On the Cover: A late-season sunset 
at Sidney Spit Marine Park.

Photo: Kevin Oke Photography

23

ACU11210M_RDX
11210_18

RDX - Can Yachting

ACU11210M_RDX

Acura

Ben Steele

Ben Steele

teegan/DrH

AJ Quinlan

Melissa S

4C

8” x 10.75”

N/A

7” x 10”

.25” all around

100%

0 0
100%

PMS

08/01/12

PMS PMS PMS PMS FOIL

THE ALL-NEW 2013

Six cylinders fi re. All synapses follow.
The feeling is almost intangible. Push a button and the machine

reacts immediately, instinctively – like an extension of you. 

We get to it through engineering that doesn’t choose between 

form and function. By eliminating excess to create intuitive, 

human-focused technology, like our new SMS text message 

function† and AWD with Intelligent Control.™  With a new

V6 273-hp engine that delivers power with improved 

effi ciency. It’s an endlessly versatile package that elevates 

not only driver enjoyment, but driver ability. 

Man. Machine. Connect. Experience it at acura.ca

†SMS text message function is only compatible with certain devices.

a CYW_1210_OCT12-BOOK FRONT.indb   5 12-08-21   10:52 AM

http://canadianyachting.ca


6 Canadian Yacht ing October 2012

ANDY ADAMS 
(Managing Editor, 
Canadian Yachting 
and Boating 
Industry Canada) 
wrote the first 
powerboat review 

ever published in Canadian Yachting 
magazine, in the August 1976 issue. 
Since then, he has almost certainly 
run and reviewed more powerboats 
than any other Canadian writer, trav-
eling coast to coast across Canada 
and visiting boat shows and builders 
in the US several times every year. 
From nine to 70’, power reviews and 
technical articles have been his spe-
cialty. As editor of Boating Industry 
Canada, he has toured numerous 
boatbuilding facilities across North 
America, regularly attends marine 
industry trade shows, and attends 
courses and seminars each year.

Andy began as a cottage boater on 
Lake Simcoe, sailing his Peterborough 
Pal dinghy by himself from the age of 
five, learning to water ski at 12, and 
spending summers on Lake Muskoka 
until age 40 when he moved into the 
Thousand Islands area.

DUART SNOW (Editor, 
Canadian Yachting 
West) has edited 
and contributed to 
West Coast boating 
magazines for nearly 
two decades. A 

lifelong boater, he learned to sail 
in his hometown of Sarnia, Ontario 
before relocating to Ottawa, where 
he cruised and raced on the Ottawa 
River, as well as in other sailing areas 
in Eastern Canada. He has raced 
dinghies such as the Laser, Albacore 
and Snipe, and keelboats such as the 
Kirby 25 and 30, C & C 27 and 30, 
and Martin 242. In 1990 he visited 
the BC coast and realized he had 
come home. He continued racing on 
the West Coast and began coastal 
cruising in a CS 27. After more than 
40 years of sailing, he and wife Jan 
recently switched to a trawler, a 
wooden 1972 Grand Banks 32 named 
Thea that occupies Duart’s DIY time 
and will take her crew on further 
explorations of the Inside Passage.

ROBERT BULLER 
(Contributing 
Editor, Canadian 
Yachting and 
Canadian Yachting 
West) is a lifelong 
boater whose first 

craft was a home-built rowboat known 
as Seeping Beauty. Later a graduate 
of the Northwest School of Wooden 
Boatbuilding, Robert inherited his 
grandfather’s family boat (built in 
1920) and restored it to show quality 
but uses it regularly. He owned a 48’ 
Monk powerboat, MV Nirvana (built 
in 1947) for 10 years and cruised 
extensively in northern Desolation 
Sound and the Broughtons.

He began contributing to West 
Coast boating magazines in 2005 
and joined Canadian Yachting in 
December 2011. 

ROBERT HALE (Remembering Tolly) was 
the founder and long-time editor of the 
Waggoner Cruising Guide. Recently 
retired, he and wife Marilynn cruise 
their Tollycraft 37 Surprise, their 
second Tolly to bear that name, from 
Bellevue, Washington.

KEVIN OKE (CYW Cover) is an award-
winning professional photographer 
based on Vancouver Island. His pho-
tographic subjects include many of 
his favourite passions: boating, travel, 
flying and music. More of Kevin’s 
images and his blog may be viewed at 
www.kevinokephotography.com.

ELIZABETH REGAN (The Voyage of Free 
Spirit V) is a lawyer, a former nurse 
and an aspiring writer. She lives in 
Vancouver with her husband and her 
intrepid standard poodle Blue.

SHAWN SEVERN (Messing About) and 
his wife Corinne spend summers 
cruising the Pacific Northwest 
in their American Tug 41, Ocean 
Mistress, out of Anacortes, 
Washington.

BILL SPRINGER (Romping Through 
the Windwards, Delphia 47) is a 
veteran sailing scribe and newbie 
parent who’s already planning the 
first post-kid-Caribbean cruise for 
his growing family. 

CONTRIBUTORS
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75 Forestview Road, Orillia, ON L3V 6H1
877-759-8333 or 705-327-2002
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Motor Yachts & Convertibles 54-100’

Always open at
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THE RECENT DONATION of a 69’ 
sailing yacht valued at $1 million is 
just the latest in a series of impressive 
milestones in the Sail and Life Training 
Society’s (SALTS) campaign to raise 
funds to construct a new schooner 
that will enable it to expand its popular 
sail-training programs for young people. 
In just 18 months, the Victoria society 
has raised more than $3 million of the 
schooner’s estimated $5 million cost, 
receiving cash, pledges and gifts in kind 
such as donated boats, which are sold 
for cash to support the campaign. 

Significant donations so far have 
included $1 million from a Victoria 
family whose children have participated 
in SALTS programs, $300,000 from a 
family foundation in Ontario, $150,000 
from the Gwyn Morgan and Patricia 
Trottier Foundation, and $150,000 from 
Vancouver businessman Bob Shields.

The sailboat Tango, built by 
Philbrook’s Shipyard in 1999 and 
moored in Sidney, was donated by 

Florida businessman and philanthropist 
James C. Ray. Ray’s private foundation 
has also pledged a further $250,000 to 
be given at a future date. 

“We’re thrilled to have received over 
$3 million already in cash and gifts in 
kind. Our progress has been signifi-
cant,” said SALTS executive director 
Loren Hagerty. “It shows the high level 
of support for our campaign.”

SALTS is currently designing the 
new schooner, a 140’ vessel based 
on traditional pilot schooners but 
purpose-built for coastal and offshore 
sail training for teens and young adults. 
The project team is led by SALTS chief 
shipwright and sailing master Tony 
Anderson, principal design consultant 
Stephen Duff of the University of 
Oregon, and naval architect Paul 
Gartside, formerly of Sidney and now 
based in Shelburne, Nova Scotia. A 
scale model of the hull was recently 
tested in a towing tank in England, and 
a model of the rig has been tested at a 

wind tunnel in Italy.
SALTS is close to starting construc-

tion, possibly as early as this winter, 
but the actual start date depends on 
completion of the design and approval 
by Transport Canada, explained 
Hagerty. The ship is expected to take 
about two years to complete.

More than 1,700 young people aged 
13 to 25 sail with SALTS each year, 
but the society currently has 70 schools 
from BC and Alberta on waiting lists. 
The new vessel will join SALTS’ exist-
ing ships, the topsail schooner Pacific 
Swift and the gaff schooner Pacific 
Grace, to meet this demand.

For information about SALTS, 
including its new-ship campaign, visit 
www.salts.ca. Details about Tango 
are online at www.vanislemarina.com/
yacht-sales; prospective buyers can 
contact yacht brokers Allan Mactier 
(250-213-8547 or 250-656-1138) 
or Greg Andrew (250-812-1489 or 
250-656-1138). 

FUNDRAISING FOR NEW 
SALTS SHIP TOPS $3M

SCUTTLEBUTT

 SALTS’ senior captain and 
project leader Tony Anderson tests 
a model of the new schooner’s rig 

in a wind tunnel in Milan, Italy.
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HUNDREDS OF PIRATES—and 
their parents—gathered at yacht clubs in 
Vancouver, Victoria and Kelowna in June 
for this year’s Boat for Hope. Hosted by 
Variety—the Children’s Charity, Boat for 
Hope offers children who have special 
needs and their families a fun, easy day 
of on-water pirating adventures, in which 
they board boats decked out in pirate 
gear and crewed by their owners, who 
truly dive into the spirit of the day. 

Vancouver’s Boat for Hope is in 
its 14th year and staged at the Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club with extensive 
support from club members, other 

yacht clubs and power squadrons. 
Boat for Hope is now also staged in 
Ireland and Australia.

At RVYC, 450 children and their 
families enjoyed 90-minute rides 
aboard 23 powerboats, most lavishly 
decorated in the pirate theme. Victoria 
and Kelowna Boat for Hopes each 
hosted 250 kids.

The boats tour a series of check-
points where the children collect loot 
and engage in water fights with the 
other boats and the checkpoints—or 
“treasure stations.” Then they head 
to “Treasure Island” ashore for more 

games and a barbecue.
Fundraising by skippers and sponsors 

also helps support Variety’s program of 
grants for equipment, medication and 
support for families of children who have 
special needs across BC.

“So we have a wonderful day but 
we also raise funds so that we can give 
help and hope to children throughout 
the year with our grants for equipment, 
medicine and emergency support for 
parents coping with a sick child being 
treated away from home,” explained 
Variety spokesperson Carla Jones.

www.variety.bc.ca/boatforhope.htm 

BOAT FOR HOPE GETS  
PIRATES OUT ON THE WATER

1) Kids build pirate ships in a booth provided by Vancouver Maritime Museum. 2) Pirates and parents wait at RVYC for a boat 
ride around English Bay and False Creek. 3) Is this fun or what? 4) Mind the pirates! 5) Ready to ride the waves!; 6) In the 
brig again, in Kelowna. 7) All aboard who’s going aboard!

2

4 31

5

6

7
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TO: Hon. Keith Ashfield, Minister, 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

This letter is to express our concerns 
with regard to the planned closure of 
the Canadian Coast Guard Base at 
Kitsilano in Vancouver Harbour. Your 
consideration of the following objec-
tions and forwarding of these comments 
to other responsible authorities would 
be most appreciated. 

Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons 
has, for 75 years, been at the forefront 
of safe boating education across 
Canada. Sur-Del Squadron is a division 
of CPS in the Pacific Mainland District 
and has been active for 38 years provid-
ing safety training to local boaters. 

Closure of the Kitsilano base would 
be a mistake. A number of federal 
politicians have stated that such a 
closure would not put lives at risk. 
Examination of the facts indicates that 
opinion is wrong.

The Kitsilano base is the busiest 
CCG base in Canada, serving 
Vancouver Harbour, the largest and 
busiest port on Canada’s West Coast, as 
well as Indian Arm, Howe Sound and 
areas of the Sunshine Coast and the 
Gulf islands. A major justification for 
this closure is the fact that the CCG 
base at Vancouver Airport on Sea Island 
is only 17 miles away. Sea Island is the 
second-busiest base in Canada and will 
be expected to additionally assume the 
responsibilities of the busiest base if the 
closure is allowed to proceed.

There are many reasons why the Sea 
Island base cannot provide sufficient 
coverage for Vancouver Harbour. Any 
response from that base to the harbour 
area would require travel in excess of 30 
minutes in ideal sea conditions, through 
waters which often don’t experience 
ideal conditions. Response from the 

Kitsilano Base to most of Vancouver 
Harbour takes less than half that time. 

The primary reason for establish-
ment of the Sea Island base was to 
provide emergency response in the 
event of an aircraft crash offshore near 
Vancouver (and now Boundary Bay) 
airports, where vehicles are not able to 
go and the water is too shallow for boats 
to reach the scene. A hovercraft is based 
there for this purpose. The hovercraft 
also responds to marine emergencies 
in the Salish Sea and the Gulf Islands. 
Anyone who has heard the communica-
tion on Coast Guard Radio during the 
busy summer boating season can attest 
to the fact that the hovercraft is kept 
extremely busy and would frequently be 
unavailable to respond to emergencies 
in or near Vancouver Harbour.

In addition to the variety of fishing 
vessels, tugboats, barges and pleasure 
craft active daily in the harbour, 
consider the number of freighters, oil 
tankers and cruise ships that call on 
Vancouver regularly. In addition to this 
traffic, the Sea Bus ferry operation 
runs frequently throughout the day 
between downtown Vancouver and 
North Vancouver. Vancouver Harbour 
also contains one of Canada’s busiest 
float plane and helicopter operations. 
There are also a number of non-boating 
emergencies that require Coast Guard 
assistance, including emergency 
response to people considering suicide 
by jumping from any of the many 
bridges in the harbour.

It is inconceivable to think that all 
of these services will be left without the 
closest possible Coast Guard emer-
gency service.

Another justification for the planned 
closure offered by government represen-
tatives is that there exists the volunteer 

organization Royal Canadian Marine 
Search and Rescue which can provide 
rapid emergency response to mariners 
in the subject area. Much credit is 
due to these brave and dedicated men 
and women who risk their own lives, 
even during training, to help others in 
distress. However, the limitations of the 
equipment provided to RCMSAR means 
the assistance they are able to provide 
is also limited when compared to that 
which could be provided by larger CCG 
vessels. Coast Guard vessels have greater 
firefighting capabilities, larger pumping 
equipment to help keep sinking vessels 
afloat, life-saving and other equipment 
that the RCMSAR inflatable boats are 
not capable of carrying. 

Kitsilano base and its well trained 
and dedicated staff need to be sup-
ported, and their service expanded 
in order to provide the best possible 
response throughout Vancouver Harbour. 
The CCG and RCMSAR, working 
together as they always have, can provide 
the most effective emergency response 
appropriate to a given situation.

Kitsilano base is staffed by just 12 
people. The amount of money to be 
saved by closures of this base and the 
very important related services cannot 
be considered sufficient reason to 
place the safety and possibly the lives 
of Canadians and our sea and airborne 
visitors, as well as the protection of this 
area’s beautiful environment, at risk.

We recognize the need to control 
Canada’s debt and operating expenses 
but, given the choice, it is most likely 
the majority of citizens would prefer to 
see savings in areas other than those 
related to marine safety.

On behalf of  
Sur-Del Power Squadron

Surrey-Delta BC. 

READERS WRITE:
CLOSING KITSILANO CCG BASE A MISTAKE

SCUTTLEBUTT

Planning a rendezvous or club cruise? We’d 
like to hear about it. Email us in advance 
with details at duartsnow@kerrwil.com 
and send us a short report and photos 
afterward. We’ll run your event announce-
ments, stories and photos in a future issue 
of Canadian Yachting West.

 
September 9-11: North Pacific Yachts 
Telegraph Harbour Marina 
Contact: Brian Genge: 250-656-3807  
or gengeb@shaw.ca

September 13-16:  
Canadian Tollycruisers Rendezvous 
Telegraph Harbour Marina 

 
Contact: tmurphy3@shaw.ca  
or visit www.tollycruisers.com

September 21-23:  
Grand Banks BC Annual Rendezvous 
Telegraph Harbour Marina 
Contact: Phone 1-800-246-6011  
or email sunny@telegraphharbour.com

RENDEZVOUS CALENDAR
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THIS YEAR’S National Bank 
Easter Seals WAVES Regatta drew 
169 dinghies and keelboats to Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club June 23-24, 
raising $175,000 to support operations 
at Vancouver’s Easter Seals House. 

“We are deeply touched by the 
heartwarming support of all the boat 
sponsors and skippers as well as 
the many spectators and volunteers 
who participated in this event,” said 
Easter Seals president and CEO 
Stephen Miller. “Your efforts will 
go a long way in helping to provide 
support and comfort for children and 
their families who need to come to 
Vancouver for urgent medical care at 
Children’s Hospital.”

WAVES is produced annually by 
the BC Lions Society for Children with 

Disabilities in partnership with RVYC. 
Catch Me, skippered by Philip 

Cragg, won the Easter Seals Cup, 
while top fundraising sailor was once 
again Rick Reynolds, who secured 
$7,000 in boat sponsorships. No 
Worries, skippered by Michael 
Wainwright, took home second place 
in the regatta, and Occam’s Razor, 
skippered by Vic Bishop and Rick 
Reynolds, finished third.

Vancouver Easter Seals House, on 

Oak Street, has 49 rooms and provides 
a low-cost, caring place to stay for more 
than 100 parents and children every 
night—approximately 32,000 stays 
each year. It supports families to stay 
faced with medical trauma, needed 
treatment or surgery. 

For information about WAVES or 
Easter Seals House Vancouver, contact 
the BC Lions Society at 604-873-1865.

www.eastersealswavesregatta.ca  
or www.lionsbc.ca. 

 Racing action 
during the 2012 

National Bank 
Easter Seals 

WAVES Regatta.
MAKING 
WAVES:
REGATTA RAISES $175,000 
FOR EASTER SEALS

Learn more at

raymarine.com
QUALITY     INNOVATION     TRUSTImagery for illustrative purposes only

The all new e-Series and c-Series with wireless connectivity

GO WIRELESS

View and control charts, sonar, radar, 

even thermal night vision from your tablet 

or smart phone

Transform Your Mobile Device 

with New Raymarine Apps

Learn more at

raymarine.com
QUALIT Y     INNOVATION     TRUSTImagery for illustrative purposes only

The all new e-Series and c-Series with wireless connectivity

GO WIRELESS

View and control charts, sonar, radar, 

even thermal night vision from your tablet 

or smart phone

Transform Your Mobile Device 

with New Raymarine Apps

Learn more at

raymarine.com
QUALIT Y     INNOVATION     TRUSTImagery for illustrative purposes only

The all new e-Series and c-Series with wireless connectivity

GO WIRELESS

View and control charts, sonar, radar, 

even thermal night vision from your tablet 

or smart phone

Transform Your Mobile Device 

with New Raymarine Apps

Serving the Canadian marine electronics 
market for over 100 years

www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

Serving the Canadian marine electronics market for over 100 years

Contact CMC Electronics for a dealer near you

www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

1.800.661.3983

Serving the Canadian marine electronics 
market for over 100 years

www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

Quebec
418-562-6637

Ontario
1-800-661-3983

Newfoundland
709-726-2422

British Columbia
604-435-1455

Nova Scotia
Dartmouth 902-468-8480
Yarmouth 902-742-3423

British Columbia
Burnaby 604-435-1455

Quebec
Matane 418-562-6637

Quebec
418-562-6637

Serving the Canadian marine electronics market for over 100 years
www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

Ontario
1-800-661-3983

Newfoundland
709-726-2422

Ontario
1-800-661-3983

Newfoundland
709-726-2422

British Columbia
604-435-1455

Nova Scotia
Dartmouth 902-468-8480
Yarmouth 902-742-3423 

Nova Scotia
Dartmouth 902-468-8480
Yarmouth 902-742-3423

a CYW_1210_OCT12-BOOK FRONT.indb   13 12-08-21   10:52 AM

http://www.eastersealswavesregatta.ca
http://www.lionsbc.ca
http://raymarine.com
http://www.cmcelectronics.ca
mailto:navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca
http://canadianyachting.ca


14 Canadian Yacht ing October 2012

A NEW NAME and look has been 
announced for hundreds of volunteer 
marine rescuers in BC and the Yukon, 
launching a new chapter in the West 
Coast’s 150-year tradition of volunteers 
saving lives on the water. 

Royal Canadian Marine Search 
and Rescue is the new name for the 
Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary—
Pacific, which was established 30 
years ago. The new identity, which has 
received royal approval, is intended 
to reflect the vital role that more than 
1,000 volunteer crewmembers perform 
in 46 communities in BC, providing 
marine search and rescue service, 
assisting the Canadian Coast Guard 
SAR mission, and promoting boating 
safety. The name is also intended to 
reflect the charitable organization’s 
identity as a non-governmental body, 
enhancing its ability to raise funds for 
rescue craft and equipment. 

The new name was announced May 
26 at a ceremony marking the move of 
Howe Sound Station 1 to a new base 
at the Horseshoe Bay public dock, and 
the dedication of the coast’s newest 
SAR craft, a 33’ Falkins Class Type II 
rescue vessel. The new boat is named 
Craig Rea Spirit in honour of the late 
Craig Rea, a dedicated member of the 
Howe Sound station who led fundrais-
ing for the vessel.

As it announced its new identity, 
RCMSAR was caught up in the contro-
versy over the federal government’s plan 
to close Kitsilano Coast Guard base. 
The federal government is apparently 
relying heavily on RCMSAR to help 
fill the gap in Vancouver-area rescue 
services left by closure of the base, 
announcing an increase of $100,000 in 
funding for the organization to bolster 
its presence in Vancouver.

RCMSAR was also rocked in early 

June by the deaths of two volunteers 
from its Halfmoon Bay Station 12 
during a training exercise in the 
Skookumchuck Rapids. Angie Nemeth, 
43, and Beatrice Sorensen, 51, died 
June 3 when their Zodiac 733 rescue 
craft capsized and failed to right as 
designed. Two male crewmembers 
were rescued. The incident is under 
investigation by the Transportation 
Safety Board and RCMSAR.

www.rcmsar.com. 

NANAIMO’S Newcastle Island 
Marine Park is one BC’s few marine 
parks where the length of vessels 
tied to mooring buoys is specifically 

limited. Lengths of 30’ and 40’ 
maximum are noted in small letters 
on top of each buoy—but too small 
for boaters to read until they are 
immediately above the buoy or tied 
to it. Only then will they realize they 
may be tied to a buoy of their wrong 
size for their vessel.

George Creek, president of the BC 
Marine Parks Forever Society, had this 
experience last year, and proposed that 
the society fund decals for each buoy 
so maximum boat length permitted 

would be visible from up to 100’.
With the cooperation of Dave 

Forman, BC Parks area supervisor, 
a decal was produced, and the first 
decals were placed by parks staff in 
July. Each buoy will have three decals 
six inches in diameter with 4.5-inch 
numbers indicating maximum boat 
length in reflective material.

Visit www.marineparksforever.ca for 
information about the society and its 
fundraising efforts to enhance BC’s 
marine park system. 

MARINE RESCUE VOLUNTEERS 
ANNOUNCE NEW BRAND

SIZE MATTERS  
ON NEWCASTLE MOORING BUOYS

SCUTTLEBUTT

 The coast’s newest SAR craft is 
a 33’ Falkins Class Type II rescue 

vessel named Craig Rea Spirit

 New decals 
clearly indicate 
maximum 
vessel size 
on Newcastle 
Island mooring 
buoys.
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 Tollycraft owners from BC and 
Washington State gathered at the dock 
below Princess Louisa Inlet’s Chatterbox 
Falls to remember the late builder of their 
boats, R.M. “Tolly” Tollefson.

This One’s For You,  

TOLLY
YACHT BUILDER AND BOATER’S BOATER, THE LATE ‘TOLLY’ TOLLEFSON IS  

REMEMBERED AT A PLACE HE LOVED, PRINCESS LOUISA INLET

By Robert Hale 
Photos by Robert Hale and Marilynn Hale

REMEMBERING TOLLY
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P
RINCESS LOUISA INLET IS A 
NARROW CLEFT IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA’S COAST RANGE 
MOUNTAINS, A FOUR-MILE-

LONG APPENDAGE NEAR THE UPPER 
END OF JERVIS INLET, 40 MILES 
FROM PENDER HARBOUR. DARK 
GRANITE WALLS RISE TO PEAKS 
3,000 FEET ABOVE THE SURFACE 
AND PLUNGE STRAIGHT INTO THE 
INLET TO DEPTHS OF 600 FEET.

Beautiful waterfalls fed by snow-
fields on the heights above wash 
the rock walls year-round, but the 
waterfalls are more numerous and 
more dramatic during peak snow melt 
in the spring. At the head of the inlet, 
Chatterbox Falls bursts out, creating a 
stunning background for boat photos. 
White-coated mountain goats can 
sometimes be seen dancing on the 

sheer cliffs behind Chatterbox Falls. 
Other inlets on the BC coast might be 
as beautiful and inspiring as Princess 
Louisa but none of them surpasses it, 
none of them packs so much drama 
into such a small space, and all are 
farther from the major populations 
of southwest BC. During the week 
following the May long weekend, my 
wife Marilynn and I joined a fleet of 15 
Tollycrafts, 26 to 61’ in length, which 
gathered at the 500-foot-long Princess 
Louisa Provincial Marine Park dock. 
Except for one lonely Bayliner 47 and 
a trimaran sailboat at the end of the 
dock, Tollycrafts pretty much filled 
both sides. 

In his will, R.M. “Tolly” Tollefson, 
the founder of Tollycraft Yachts, had 
made a generous donation to the 
Princess Louisa International Society, 

and a smaller gift to the Canadian 
Tollycruisers group. Tolly died in May 
2011, five months after his 100th 
birthday. The Tollycruisers purchased 
a memorial bench, which park staff 
installed on a neatly-poured concrete 
slab facing Chatterbox Falls. We were 
there to honor the memory of Tolly and 
to commemorate the bench.

Princess Louisa was important to 
Tolly. He first visited in 1938, when he 
met James F. “Mac” MacDonald, who 
owned 45 acres at the head of the inlet 
and had built a beautiful log cabin near 
Chatterbox Falls. Mac was a skilled and 
devoted chess player, and Tolly played 
a little chess himself. In 1953 Mac 
donated his land to the newly formed 
Princess Louisa International Society 
to preserve as a park. Over the years, 
Tolly returned more than 50 times, 
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showing off the boats he was building 
and leaving customers, dealers and 
suppliers awestruck with the beauty of 
the inlet. He loved this place.

THROUGH THE RAPIDS
The dogleg of Malibu Rapids guards 
the mouth of Princess Louisa Inlet. 
On most tides, the rapids run too fast 
for cruising boats to transit. Boats go 
in or out around the times of slack 
water, also called the turn. At low-
water slack, the outflowing rapids slow 
and stop, then reverse to flow back 
into the inlet. At high-water slack they 
reverse to flow back out. Slack water 
here is based on low and high tides at 
Pt. Atkinson to the south. Predicted 
low-water slack is 35 minutes after Pt. 
Atkinson low tide. Predicted high-
water slack is 25 minutes after high 
tide. Most boats try to arrive about an 
hour before the predicted turns and 
wait until the current eases enough to 
go through. This is especially true for 
inbound boats eager to secure a place 
at the dock.

Pender Harbour is the natural 
jumping-off point for Princess Louisa 

Inlet, and during the preceding 
weekend most of our flotilla had 
assembled there. Most boats came 
from Vancouver Island and Vancouver. 
We joined a couple of other boats 
from Puget Sound. Tolly 48 owners 
Tom and Terri Olson Walsh, from 
the Bay area, flew up from California 
and were guests on Larry Schnetsky’s 
Tolly 53 Scruples III. Cara Clark, from 
Gig Harbor, Washington. couldn’t 
get away from work long enough to 
bring her Tolly 30, so she flew up by 
Kenmore float plane and was also a 
guest aboard Scruples III.

On Monday morning our flotilla 
set out from Pender Harbour. The 
falling barometer had brought rain 
and clouds that hid many of the 
mountaintops lining Jervis Inlet. Our 
boat left early so we would be in posi-
tion to take pictures of the flotilla as it 
arrived at Malibu Rapids and passed 
through into the inlet.

Most of the boats behind us trav-
eled at the 8-9 knots we were making, 
but about halfway along Scruples III 
came boiling up at 15 knots. I radioed 
Larry to say how impressed I was by 

the easy way his boat slid through the 
water, how the bow parted the water 
instead of pushing it ahead, and how 
low and flat the wake was.

Larry explained that he needed 
to run the 6V-92 Detroits for a bit 
to keep them cleaned out. This 
presented an opportunity. In 15 
years with our Tolly 37 Surprise I had 
never seen our boat at speed, and 
didn’t know how our trim looked. We 
advanced the throttles to 15 knots to 
match Larry, and asked for an opinion. 
He said the stern was digging a bit 
of a hole, and we needed more trim 
tab. We played with tab settings until 
Larry said we looked just right, and he 
took pictures. The photos show how 
smoothly the Ed Monk Jr.-designed 
hull slides through the water.

During a career that began in 
1936, Tolly built more than 3,000 
boats, and his relationship with the 
Edwin Monk naval architecture office 
was one of the keys to his success. 
Tolly worked with Ed Monk Sr. and 
Ed Jr. for the engineering and hull 
designs of his boats. Although the 
overall concepts and designs definitely 

REMEMBERING TOLLY

 Tolly with Seattle 
naval architect Ed 
Monk Sr.—the Monk 
office played a key 
role in engineering the 
Tollycraft hull form.
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were Tolly’s, he wanted his boats to 
be happy in the water and to cruise 
well. For engineering, hull form and 
balance, he turned to Monk.

WHERE’S TOLLY?
Two days of rainy rendezvous followed 
our arrival. Boats were cleaned and 
minor repairs made. Boats were toured, 
photos taken, and notes jotted down. 
At 5 p.m. we got together for appetizers 
under the temporary shelter across the 
dock from Terry and Susan Murphy’s 
Tolly 40 tri-cabin Papakea. 

Terry Murphy is the godfather and 
the guiding force behind the Canadian 
Tollycruisers. It was Terry who put 
together this entire celebration. And in 
the first days, in Terry Murphy’s mind 
and in all of ours, ran the question: Is 
Tolly here yet?

Tolly was not there yet. Tolly was 
in the care of Scott and Elaine Fultz, 
from Portland, Oregon, aboard their 
Tolly 26 and they hadn’t arrived. 
Scott worked at the Tollycraft plant in 
Kelso, Washington 50 years ago. He 
stayed in touch with Tolly and was 
Tolly’s caretaker during the last years 

of his life. In the final days in hospice, 
it was Scott who whispered to a dying 
old man that it was okay to go. The 
old man ignored the advice longer 
than expected. Tolly was tough.

At last Scott and Elaine pulled in. 
The mild weather of a week earlier 
had changed and they endured 
a rough crossing of the Strait of 
Georgia, made worse by mechanical 
problems. In other circumstances I 
don’t know if they would have carried 
on. But they had Tolly. They had to 
get to Princess Louisa Inlet. 

CELEBRATION
The dedication was scheduled for 
Thursday afternoon. In late morning 
many of us had taken our dinghies 
through steady rain for a tour of the 
extensive Young Life Malibu Club 
youth Christian ministry at Malibu 
Rapids. While we were there the rain 
stopped, the clouds began to clear and 
a warming sun peeked through. Things 
were looking up.

Back at the park dock, we gathered, 
more than 35 of us, at the temporary 
shelter across from Papakea. Scott 

Fultz recounted his 50 years of 
knowing Tolly, including his time 
as caretaker. Jay Hartland, from 
Anacortes, gave a eulogy.

Until the last, Tolly enjoyed an after-
noon cocktail of three ounces of single 
malt Scotch whisky over ice, with just 
a touch of water. So it was appropriate 
that when Jay finished his remarks he 
produced a bottle of single malt, about 
one-third full. “This is for you, Tolly,” 
he said, and emptied the bottle into 
the water. We would have applauded 
in approval, but we were all holding 
our own glasses of the Tolly single malt 
cocktail. Afterward we took our glasses, 
mostly full, up to the bench.

Scott and Elaine Fultz got in their 
dinghy. When the rest of us were 
assembled at the bench, almost in the 
lap of thundering Chatterbox Falls, they 
motored carefully across the mouth of 
the outlet stream and spread the ashes, 
just as Tolly had wished. Bathed in sun-
light, we at the bench joined in a “Three 
cheers for Tolly! Hip-hip-hooray!” and 
sipped our single malt over ice, with just 
a touch of water.

A short time later, the rain returned. 

 Three cheers for Tolly—a toast in single malt.  Tolly, right, with Mary LaFleur, at his 99th birthday party.  Tolly made a generous donation to the Princess Louisa 
International Society in his will, and a smaller gift to the Canadian Tollycruisers group. The Tollycruisers purchased a memorial bench, installed facing Chatterbox Falls.
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Life begins at 40.
        The all new Hunter40 is proof. 

T he fast paced lifestyle of today 

leaves few sanctuaries of 

solitude. Whether you are a  

day sailor or serious cruiser, the new 

Hunter40 is designed to please. Her 

superior sailing characteristics are honed 

from her 65 predecessors to emerge from 

our design center. Built in the United 

States, she is crafted by people who 

understand and respect the sea. We 

choose to launch the new H40 on our 

fortieth anniversary with the desire to 

create a sailing vessel that exceeded the 

expectations of the past forty years. Come 

experience the new H40 with her dual 

helm control, fold-down transom, chined 

hull and dual heads. Our hand-crafted 

interiors are made to fit each boat, not the 

other way around. The result is an interior 

fit and finish that is as functional as it is 

beautiful. Life begins at forty, begin  

yours with a Hunter.

Come view the new H40 and other fine Hunter sailboats at Dock A in the 
United States Sail Show in Annapolis,Maryland – October 4th through 8th

H40H40H
www.huntermarine.com
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THE FULL MOON ROSE BIG AND BRIGHT, ITS 
TRACK SHIMMERING ACROSS THE WATER 
INTO OUR ANCHORAGE NEAR THE HEAD 

OF SALT SPRING ISLAND’S LONG HARBOUR. 
GOLDEN LIGHTS WINKED ON ONE BY ONE IN THE 
COTTAGES AROUND THE BAY, REMINDING ME 
THAT I WASN’T COMPLETELY ALONE.

After a precious sunny, almost-warm late-
autumn day, it was one of the most beautiful 
evenings I’ve ever spent on the hook. It was also 
one of the coldest, for we had yet to install a 
heater in our 27’ sailboat Squid. Early dusk meant 

plummeting temperatures, so I piled on every piece 
of clothing I had, took comfort from the warmth 
of the homey lights around me, ate an early dinner 
and buried myself in my sleeping bag.

That winter, I added a bulkhead heater to our 
trusty sailboat.

TIP# 1: Safe, reliable heat is essential to enjoying 
early or late-season cruising. Choose a heating system 
that suits the size and systems of your boat and ensure 
it is installed and operates safely. No unventilated 
portable heaters on the cabin floor!

 Morning fog 
burns off to reveal 
a sunny fall day in 

Howe Sound.

FALLING for  

FALL
SUMMER MAY BE FLEETING BUT THE REWARDS 
OF AUTUMN CRUISING INCLUDE A SLOWER PACE, 
QUIETER DESTINATIONS, SURPRISINGLY GOOD 
WEATHER, AND MAYBE EVEN A FEW THRILLS. 

Story & Photos by Duart Snow

FALL CRUISING TIPS
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We have always done much of our 
cruising in late summer and early fall, 
enjoying the slower pace, solitude and 
surprisingly good weather in destina-
tions such as the Gulf Islands, the San 
Juans and Desolation Sound. Balmy 
late-summer weather often continues 
well into September, long after the 
crowds have gone home. Anchorages 
and marinas are usually quiet on all but 
the warmest autumn weekends, and 
pretty much empty on weekdays. 

Coastal weather does become unset-
tled as summer fades but if you’re 
prepared for the challenges of fall 
boating, you may enjoy some of your 
most memorable days on the water 
and experience familiar destinations 
in an entirely a new way.

If you’re new to fall cruising, this 
article is intended to nudge you out 
there, prepared to stay safe and enjoy 
the season’s slower pace and subtle 
rewards.

TIP #2: Prepare your boat and crew. 
You’re more likely to be on your own, 
so be ready to be self-reliant. Check 
systems such as engines, fuel filters, 
heating, rigging and so on before you 
leave the dock—and learn how to make 
at least minor repairs to keep you going. 
Dress for varied temperatures and 
weather, including rain.

Weather is the key to your safety and 
comfort when you cruise in the fall. In 
late summer, the stable high-pressure 
system that tends to park off the West 
Coast and bring the seemingly endless 
dry days of August gives way to the 
parade of lows and highs that produces 
wet, unsettled and unpredictable 
autumn weather. This can be a good 
thing and a bad thing. 

For sailors, these big, fast-moving 
weather systems deliver some of the 
best breezes of the season. This is the 
time to truly enjoy cruising under sail, 
often well-reefed! Breaks between 
systems also bring periods of excellent 
weather, to be enjoyed by the alert, 
flexible cruiser.

But colliding ridges and troughs 
can also produce rough, potentially 
dangerous wind and sea conditions that 
impact passage-planning and choice of 
anchorages, and can make an ill-timed 
boat trip memorable for all the wrong 
reasons. For powerboaters, choosing 
windows carefully for crossing open 
water can make the difference between 
fun and fear, comfort and chaos. The 
same is true of choosing a spot to drop 
the hook for the night, or even a marina 
to escape the worst.

I approach weather in the fall just 
as I do all summer—only more so. For 
several days before a passage or cruise, 
I monitor Environment Canada’s 
marine forecasts on its website (www.
weatheroffice.gc.ca) to get a feel for 

WESTERLY YACHT SALES
VANCOUVER, BC

604.685.2211

INFO@WESTERLYACHT.COM

OCEANIS 31  34  37  41  45  48  50  54  58

TO YOU, IT’S THE YACHT YOU’VE 
BEEN WAITING FOR. 
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COAL HARBOUR

BENETEAU ST 34  44  52

IT TOOK THE WORLD’S PREMIER 
SAILBOAT MAKER TO FINALLY GET 

THE POWER RIGHT.
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current patterns before I decide to stay 
or go. On the water, I listen to continu-
ous marine broadcasts on VHF several 
times a day; in unsettled weather fore-
casts can change from one scheduled 
update to the next, or even warrant 
weather warnings, so don’t assume the 
morning’s forecast is good enough. 

Watch your barometer for changes 
in pressure. Stable is good, rapid 
movement up or down is not. Watch 
the sky—if you’ve spent much time 
on the water you probably have a 
better feel than you think for what 
cloud movements and changes in wind 
strength and direction can tell you 
about coming conditions. Fast-moving 
clouds or unusual formations deserve 
your attention.

TIP #3: Pay closer attention to the 
weather than you normally would. Use 
all the tools at your disposal to find out 

what’s coming: the Internet, marine 
broadcasts, barometer, observation, even 
calling ahead to your destination.

Next, match what you expect from 
the weather to the capabilities of your 
vessel and your cruising plans. A slow 
trawler like our GB 32 needs a window 
of three to five hours to cross the Strait 
of Georgia, while a fast planing or semi-
displacement powerboat may need half 
that time or less. In a sailboat, sailing 
angle is crucial: a reach is a lot faster 
and more comfortable than a beat. 

Be flexible—wind or weather may 
allow you to leave the dock as long as 
you head for a different destination 
than originally planned. If the weather 
changes while you’re out cruising, 
think twice before racing home or pro-
ceeding on a tight schedule. If you’re 
safe and comfortable where you are, 
stay there until the weather improves. 

Above all, have a Plan B and a Plan C 
so you’re ready if conditions change 
faster than you expected. 

TIP #4: Match the forecast to your 
vessel’s capability and your cruising 
plans—choose weather windows for 
crossing open water with care. Make 
Plans B and C just in case.

A real pleasure of fall cruising is how 
quiet even our most popular anchor-
ages and marine parks can be. This 
is partly because unsettled weather 
keeps less intrepid boaters at home. 
But it’s also because some anchorages 
that draw crowds in summer become 
uncomfortable or untenable when the 
weather turns rough.

On the October night mentioned 
above, I chose Long Harbour as a 
refuge from forecast strong north-
westerly winds. Sheltered by bluffs, 

FALL CRUISING TIPS
 Heavy dew on 
a cool, clear fall 

morning.
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I enjoyed a quiet night while the 
breeze blustered down Trincomali 
Channel, and across the channel 
Montague Harbour was probably very 
uncomfortable. In the Gulf Islands, 
poor shelter or poor holding may 
make spots like Montague, Sidney 
Spit, Portland Island, Wallace Island’s 
Princess Cove, Pirates Cove, even 
Ganges Harbour less than ideal 
anchorages in strong winds or unset-
tled weather. Look elsewhere for good 
shelter from north or south, depend-
ing on the forecast, and reliable 
holding. In Howe Sound, southerly 
inflow winds that blow routinely on 
summer days may be non-existent, 
but strong northerly outflows will 
dictate your choice of anchorages. 
Or head for a friendly marina, where 
you’ll find a sturdy dock, possibly 
off-season rates and, if you’re lucky, 
a warm pub and a pint. 

 Morning fog in 
Howe Sound.

 Nose to nose 
with a wet and wild 

autumn storm. QUALITY 
YOU CAN COUNT ON!

LEWMAR HATCHES 
& PORTLIGHTS

Rigorously tested

Soft, fluid styling
   
Wide range of sizes
   
Self supporting lids
        
Unique seal system
    
Simple maintenance

To find a Canadian Lewmar dealer near you visit 
www.paynesmarine.com

NEW HURRICANE II COMBI 
Patented no smoke, no smell 40,000 BTU 
diesel burner. Domestic water temperature 
rise of 65° F at 1 gpm, 5 thermostatically 
controlled space heating zones, A supple-
mental 1500W electric immersion element, 
Manual summer/winter switching valve and 
a domestic water temperature control valve 
14 x 16 x 23” HWD  80 lbs.

DICKINSON P9000
The P-9000 is ideal for boats 

up to 30 / 32 ft. The combustion 
process is completely isolated 

from the inside of the boat by 
the unique, direct vent design. 

A built-in blower provides good 
heat circulation. Safe, easy to 

use and extremely economical.

DICKINSON P12000
The P-12000 is ideal for boats 

up to 32 / 36 ft. The combustion 
process is completely isolated 

from the inside of the boat by 
the unique, direct vent design. 

A built-in blower provides good 
heat circulation.

SHOP ONLINE AT

WWW.STEVESTONMARINE.COM
OR TOLL FREE AT

1-800-656-5559

THREE STORES TO SERVE YOU!
RICHMOND | VANCOUVER | LANGLEY

604-530-7031604-277-7031 604-733-7031

FREE SHIPPING ON 
ORDERS OVER $99!
* SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY. SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.

Offer ends October 30 2012

DICKINSON P9000
The P-9000 is ideal for boats 

ORDERS OVER $99!
* SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY. SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.
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TIP #5: Choose anchorages carefully for 
shelter and reliable holding. Spots that are 
popular in settled summer conditions may 
not be comfortable or safe in the autumn. 
Or consider a marina.

In autumn, our islands and waters 
return to their rightful inhabitants, 
the wildlife. If you enjoy the natural 
world, places like the Gulf Islands can 
be exciting places as summer fades. 
Migratory birds stop or winter here, 
while year-round residents re-emerge 
when the crowds disappear. You may 
see loons, grebes, oystercatchers, 
murrelets, guillemots, herons, geese, 
eagles and other species here in 
profusion. Shoreside denizens such as 
otter and mink become less shy. You 
may enjoy surprise sightings of whales 
or porpoises. Pull on a sweater or 
fleece, grab the binoculars and settle 
down to be entertained.

TIP #6: Bird and animal life abounds on 
the coast in fall and winter. Enjoy the show.

We attended our first Grand Banks 
rendezvous last September at Thetis 
Island’s Telegraph Harbour, and the 
weekend typified fall cruising from 
start to finish. The weekend forecast 
sounded dire but Friday looked fine so 
we crossed comfortably from the North 
Arm to Gabriola Pass. However, it was 
clear that getting home again was going 
be a challenge.

Weather systems rolled around 
us while we partied in sunshine on 
Saturday—we heard about toppling 
trees and cancelled ferries in the 
Lower Mainland. On Sunday morning, 
worried skippers compared notes. A 
few boats returned to Sidney through 
sheltered waters, and one or two large 
vessels braved the strait, but most 
crews opted to stay on the dock.

We needed to return to Vancouver 
by Tuesday but Monday sounded 
worse yet, so we opted for Plan B. 
We would join a couple of Nanaimo 
boats in a flotilla north through Dodd 
Narrows, leave Thea on the Nanaimo 

Harbour dock, and ferry home that 
evening. So off we went.

While Jan steered north, I opened 
the aft cabin door for a look behind 
us. Under an ominous grey-purple 
sky, whitecaps whipped by 25 knots of 
wind chased us up Stuart Channel and 
rain squalls obscured the Vancouver 
Island shore. But we were safe and 
comfortable. And it occurred to me 
how exhilarating this afternoon was, 
how exciting it was to be alive and on 
the water, how reassuring our boat felt 
in the conditions. Summer cruising 
isn’t like this…

Three days later I collected Thea 
with a hardcore sailing friend who 
would have been up for a little excite-
ment…and we chugged home across a 
sunny, windless strait.

That’s fall cruising.

TIP #7: Done safely, fall cruising 
offers thrills and spills that can be hard 
to find on lazy summer days. You just 
might get hooked… 

FALL CRUISING TIPS

 Thea is tucked 
into a corner of Port 
Graves, Gambier Island 
in Howe Sound.
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IN THE BEGINNING… 
…WE LIVED ON THE PRAIRIES. WE DID NOT 
KNOW A TIDE FROM A CURRENT BUT WE HAR-
BOURED A DREAM OF MOVING WEST, WHERE 
WE COULD SEE THE OCEAN EVERY DAY. WE 
HAD SPENT A LOT OF TIME IN VANCOUVER AND, 
AS THE POSSIBILITY OF MOVING THERE DREW 
NEAR, WE FELT THE URGE TO BE OUT ON THE 
WATER—NOT JUST TO LOOK AT IT.

In early 2009, a prairie friend bought a sailboat 
on the West Coast. Over the next several months, 
my husband Rob spent time on his friend’s boat 
and completed a three-day sailing course, as well 
as courses in coastal navigation, docking, anchoring 
and diesel engine maintenance. When he gave me 
a life jacket for my birthday that spring, I figured it 
was time for me to get on board. So, in the summer 
of 2009, I took two one-day sailing lessons, and in 

 The author’s 
husband Rob 

Abells and boat 
dog Blue.

Starting From  

SCRATCH
BITTEN BY BOATING BUG, THE AUTHOR AND HER HUSBAND CHOOSE A RUGGED 42’ 
PASSAGEMAKER AND START THEIR CLIMB UP A STEEP LEARNING CURVE…

Story & Photos by Elizabeth Regan

THE VOYAGE OF FREE SPIRIT V
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Starting From  

SCRATCH

November 2009, we headed out with 
an instructor for three days. Despite 
our experience with prairie winters, 
40-knot winds and lashing rain gave 
us pause. We loved the wintry sky 
and waters but would have preferred a 
drier, more comfortable vantage point 
than the cockpit of a sailboat. 

With very limited knowledge of boats, 

we thought our only other option was 
a fast, planing powerboat. I can see the 
appeal of such sleek vessels, but that did 
not suit us. So we were resigned to fair-
weather sailing on other people’s boats, 
as “marginally competent crew.” 

Then, one day in the spring of 2010 
and immediately before he departed on 
a two-month cruise, a new friend—let’s 
call him “Bill”—casually mentioned 
to Rob that we should consider a 
“full-displacement-hull trawler.” I liked 
the sound of those four words. They 
sounded solid. And warm. And dry. I did 
a quick search… Not surprisingly, there 
was a lot of information online, and 
soon I was randomly spouting nautical 
jargon and explaining to Rob how these 
boats differed from “semi-displacement” 
and “planing” hulls. Rob was interested 
but cautious. We had just completed 
our move to Vancouver and hadn’t done 
any boating since our brief foray the 
year before; the small amount I had 
learned seemed long gone.

Still, in short order, I located a full-
displacement trawler for sale in nearby 
Sidney, and said to Rob, “What good 
luck? Can you believe it?” He responded: 
“Let’s not make any decisions until Bill 
gets back...” “Of course. Of course,” I 
said. “Let’s just go take a look.” 

THE BOAT
A few weeks later, after installing one 
of the kids in Victoria for the school 
year, we popped into the nearby 
brokerage to see Free Spirit V, a 1991 
42’ Kadey Krogen pilothouse trawler. 
We liked what we saw. Very much. The 
attributes that appealed to us included 
a slow but steady temperament, fuel 
efficiency, immaculate condition (even 
the engine room), a wonderful pilot-
house, a spacious saloon, two heads 
(better than one), and an old-world 
aesthetic with lots of teak inside. She 
was a stout, cozy boat. But we didn’t 
know much about her. We did know 
that she cost more than we wanted to 
spend. So we spent a long time quietly 
sitting inside her, standing on the dock 
and climbing on the “roof.” The broker 
gave us a basic lesson on the different 
parts of the boat, the fact that it had 
a single engine and a modest bow 
thruster and what that meant. We left 
for the ferry, exhausted. 

When Bill returned from his summer 
travels, Rob called him to ask if he 
had ever heard of a Kadey Krogen 42’ 

pilothouse trawler. “Yes, I own one,” he 
replied. Bill and his wife Eileen had the 
same boat! They graciously took us out 
on Ceilidh I for an evening cruise. As we 
steamed under the Lions Gate Bridge, 
Rob and I sat rapt on the watch berth. 
Over dinner that evening, Bill said, “We 
think you’re really going to do this!”

He was right. 
Like most people, we’ve bought 

many things in our adult lives: a house, 
a car, a standard poodle. And we’re 
both lawyers. So we thought this 
purchase would be intuitive and easy 
for us. In fact, it was not. We faced 
a steep learning curve. Bill had not 
seen the boat but with his help we 
felt confident that we were taking the 
right steps and were able to enjoy the 
process. First-time boat buyers need 
an experienced and trusted advisor and 
we were very lucky on that front.

When we decided to make an offer 
on the boat, friends cautioned us: “The 
best two days of a boat owner’s life are 
the day you buy the boat and the day 
you sell the boat.” But we really wanted 
this boat! We put on our best poker 
faces and commenced negotiations. 
In the end, we were not unhappy with 
the outcome; it seemed fair to both 
parties. We stipulated that the purchase 
would include all contents. This made 
a big difference to us. We had never 
before owned a proper tool kit and the 
turnkey approach provided us with 
every tool and spare part the previous 
owner, a seasoned mariner, had deemed 
necessary. Also included were extensive 
charts, high-end fishing rods and tackle, 
and a well-outfitted galley. Months 
later, as we explored every nook and 
cranny of our new boat, we continued 
to find amazing things, like two Ocean 
Class PFD inflatable suits stuffed into 
cupboards under the saloon settee. 

THE PURCHASE
We made our offer subject to a satis-
factory marine survey, a mechanical 
inspection and a sea trial, as well 
as assignment of the moorage. The 
inspections were done by experts of our 
choosing and at our expense. We were 
present for every step and even turned 
the sea trial into a lesson. We carried 
notepads, climbed up and down and 
into the engine room with the pros, and 
started our maintenance log by writing 
down every word that was spoken. And 
we followed up on every comment. 
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All of these procedures went 
smoothly and we figured the boat was 
shipshape and ready to go. Wrong. 
What we didn’t realize was that these 
inspections and tests touched only on 
the most fundamental systems. We did 
not know, for example, that the wiring, 
patched over the years with automotive 
connections, would need attention. 
Or that the heater would not work. Or 
that the fresh-water pump would conk 
out on Boxing Day while I was in the 
shower. None of these were scrutinized 
before the purchase. In truth, the 
latent deficiencies would not have had 
much impact on the sale. But we had 
seriously underestimated what it would 
take to get this boat ready for a lengthy 
summer cruise.

By November 2010, I had success-
fully completed a coastal navigation 
course and a couple of weeks later, in 
early December, the sale closed. The 
previous owner traveled from out of 
province to retrieve personal items and 
bid farewell to the boat he loved. And 
then she was ours. With breathtaking 
naïveté, we told Bill that all we needed 
to buy was an inverter, a chartplotter 
and new fuel filters, and we’d be ready 
to go. He laughed. Silly novices. We 
learned that in the boating vernacular, 
$1,000 equals one boat unit, and we 
were soon spending many more boat 
units than we had expected. 

THE SPENDING SPREE
We knew we needed to update the 
boat’s navigational technology. The 
original Loran navigation system was 
still in place. What is Loran? The boat 
had a basic GPS but no chartplotter. 
The radar and depth sounder worked 
but looked like Soviet-era artifacts. 
When we purchased a new touch-
screen plotter with radar and depth 
sounder, we were advised to remove 
the old radar and depth-sounding 
systems on aesthetic grounds – because 
they “dated the boat.” We resisted, 
convinced that back-up systems could 
be a good thing. Our decision has been 
endorsed on several occasions.

We also resisted the suggestion 
to install a stronger bow thruster. 
Single-engine boats can be notori-
ously difficult to dock, particularly for 
novices, but Bill, a purist, encouraged 
us to focus on the principles and 
technique and resist relying heavily on 
the bow thruster. Easy for him to say… 

Bill did suggest that we install dual 
Racor primary fuel filters so we could 
switch filters while under way with just a 
flip of a lever, without having to actually 
replace the clogged filter and bleed the 
fuel lines while drifting on a rolling sea. 

We learned about DC electrical 
systems, and Rob read The 12-Volt 
Bible for Boats by Miner Brotherton 
and Ed Sherman. Fun times. Deciding 

that we needed AC power while at 
anchor and preferring not to run the 
generator in a quiet anchorage just to 
make a cup of coffee, we elected to 
install an inverter. With the inverter 
came a massive new bank of house 
batteries, so heavy that it took two men 
to lift them onto the boat. 

In the midst of all this acquisition, 
one of us said, “Let’s go somewhere!” 
“But we can’t,” said the other. Our 
nine-year-old standard poodle, Blue, 
looked at us beseechingly. He was 
avoiding all stairs and walking in a 
stilted, stiff-legged fashion, uneasy 
with the boat’s slightest movement. 
We hired the same highly regarded 
instructor who had accompanied us on 
our sea trial and asked him to take us, 
including the dog, out for three days. 
In mid-December, within a week or so 
of closing the sale and with some but 
not all of our new equipment installed, 
we traveled to Poet’s Cove on Pender 
Island, then on to Ganges Harbour, Salt 
Spring Island. Typical winter weather 
meant we saw almost no other pleasure 
boats and the visitor docks were empty. 
That was the good part. 

Rob and I slept below deck and our 
instructor, Bruce, slept in the saloon. 
At Poet’s Cove, the wind rocked our 
boat so fiercely that our 70-pound 
poodle climbed into bed with Bruce. 
Understandably, Bruce demurred, 

 Free Spirit V, a 1991 Kadey 
Krogen 42, is a stout, cozy boat 

that impressed us with her 
slow, steady temperament, fuel 

efficiency, immaculate condition 
and spacious accommodations.

THE VOYAGE OF FREE SPIRIT V
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Quebec: Performance Marine / St Paul l'Ile aux Noix, QC / (450) 291-5000 / PMarine.ca

Ontario: Starport Marina / Orilla, ON / (855) 782-7767 / StarportMarina.com

Pacific Northwest: Sundance Yachts / Portland, OR / (503) 283-3216 / SundanceYachts.com
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Prestige. Even at first glance, you can see the difference. Her graceful silhouette. The ease with which she moves across the water. 

And all that beauty is more than just skin deep. Innovation and Prestige have always gone hand in hand. 

The result is a yacht with the ultimate in power and elegance ready to explore new worlds while keeping you in the lap of luxury. 

Visit prestige-yachts.com to witness the perfect blending of strength and style.

See the new Prestige 550 at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show Oct 25-29.

EXPLORE  NEW WORLDS  
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 We love our boat for her wonderful pilothouse, her spacious saloon, and an 
old-world aesthetic with plenty of teak. One of our first tasks was to update her aging 
electronics.  Skeptical at first, our poodle Blue learned to relax and love boating.
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and we awoke to the sound of Bruce 
struggling to get Blue off his berth. In 
the middle of the night, the three of 
us, in our pajamas, wrestled the dog 
down the few steps leading to the lower 
berths and installed him in a bottom 
bunk. He curled up and went to sleep.

MAIDEN SOLO VOYAGE
December was a tough month. After 
a series of lessons, Bruce gave us the 
green light to make a solo trip to Salt 
Spring over the holidays. We decided 
to spend Christmas on the boat and 
head out on Boxing Day. We cleaned 
and shopped and invited my brother 
to join us. On Boxing Day, we were 
keen to go somewhere but the wind 
was howling. I got into the shower 
and soaped up my head. That’s when 
the fresh-water pump failed. Hmmm. 
My brother caught the next ferry 
back to Vancouver. Understandable. 
We were planning to follow him. And 
then we decided not to. So what if 
we didn’t have fresh water. We could 
manage. We decided to leave the 
following morning. 

To say we were nervous does not 
begin to describe our state of mind. We 
pulled away from the dock and moved 
ahead. But the wind gusted and soon 
we were too close to the boathouses 
that lined our path out of the marina. 
At the bow, I actually tried to push us 
off an anchor on the bow of a large boat 
docked perpendicular to us – and our 

boat weighs 50,000 pounds. I yelled 
to Rob in the pilothouse. We made a 
narrow escape and steamed ahead. 

Outside the marina, in John 
Passage, the water was turbulent and I 
had a moment of panic. “Did we need 
to check currents?” I said in a high, 
pinched voice. It helped to hear Rob 
say “No,” but it was less comforting 
when he added “And anyway, it’s too 
late now.” My anxiety soared and for 
the rest of John Passage, Rob both 
drove the boat and admonished me to 
“Get a hold of yourself!” We left John 
Passage and encountered ferry traffic, 
which also sent me reeling. Rob was 
probably anxious too but his annoyance 
with me proved a handy distraction. 

We reached Ganges without 
incident and undertook our first solo 
docking experience. There were no 
other boats at the public dock and it 
was a simple approach. I was ready to 
step off and secure a line when a few 
fellows from nearby live-aboards took 
the line from me. They complimented 
our boat. I told them it was our first 
solo voyage. They said we seemed 
expert. We were jubilant and thor-
oughly exhausted. 

And then I went to wash my hands 
and the water came back on. It was a 
sign. I decided to take a shower. While 
I was in the shower, the wind picked 
up so severely that the boat rocked and 
I was completely nauseated by the time 
I stepped out. Gravol, wine and a nice 

dinner out rounded out the evening. 
Our return trip the next day was 

uneventful, although I winced at the 
sight of every ferry. When we reached 
our marina, we were again nervous, 
remembering our inauspicious depar-
ture. There was no one around and the 
wind was against us. I would have to 
step off and quickly secure the boat to 
the dock. No problem. Rob tried to get 
close to the dock. The wind blew us 
off. He tried again. I felt for him. That’s 
why I jumped. I know that is wrong. 
I knew it then, too. But I just had to 
get on the dock and it looked so close. 
I did not fall in the water. However, 
the dock was slick with ice and I did 
a pretty good baseball slide, which I 
punctuated by sharply bonking my 
head on the dock. I also let go of the 
line and screamed. Rob looked out of 
the pilothouse window. I was lying on 
the dock. “Oh my God!” he said. “I’m 
hurt,” I whimpered. 

He was now single-handing the 
boat and the wind was pushing him 
further and further away. Somehow, he 
managed to get close enough to throw 
me a line. I caught it but still I was not 
helpful. I tied it to the wrong place on 
the dock and in the process invented a 
new knot I could not undo. I also found 
a spare fender and insisted that it must 
immediately be affixed to an unlikely 
spot on our boat. 

Rob realized that this was no time 
to quibble with me—I must have 

THE VOYAGE OF FREE SPIRIT V

Quebec: Performance Marine / St Paul l'Ile aux Noix, QC / (450) 291-5000 / PMarine.ca

Ontario: Starport Marina / Orilla, ON / (855) 782-7767 / StarportMarina.com

Pacific Northwest: Sundance Yachts / Portland, OR / (503) 283-3216 / SundanceYachts.com

4 1 0 - 2 8 0 - 2 7 7 5    C O N T A C T @ P R E S T I G E - Y A C H T S . C O M

Prestige. Even at first glance, you can see the difference. Her graceful silhouette. The ease with which she moves across the water. 

And all that beauty is more than just skin deep. Innovation and Prestige have always gone hand in hand. 

The result is a yacht with the ultimate in power and elegance ready to explore new worlds while keeping you in the lap of luxury. 

Visit prestige-yachts.com to witness the perfect blending of strength and style.

See the new Prestige 550 at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show Oct 25-29.

EXPLORE  NEW WORLDS  
WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR  OWN.

PRESTIGE 550PRESTIGE 550

www.prestige-yachts.com

©
 J

É
R

Ô
M

E
 K

É
LA

G
O

P
IA

N

FLYBRIDGE LINE     NEW 550     500     NEW 450     400     |     EXPRESS LINE     NEW 550S      500S      NEW 450S      440S     390S 

YACHTS DIVISION     NEW 620      NEW 620S

c CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   33 12-08-21   11:03 AM

http://canadianyachting.ca


 Early on our first trip north, we 
stopped at Burrard Yacht Club’s Ekins 
Point outstation on Gambier Island.
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a head injury. He tied on the rogue 
fender exactly as I requested and 
then stepped off. With much effort 
he undid my knot. Together we pulled 
the boat into place and secured the 

lines. And then we laughed. And 
laughed and laughed. We had made it 
and no one lost an eye.

In succeeding months, we would log 
about 100 hours, preparing ourselves 

and outfitting the boat to accompany 
Bill and Eileen north for the summer. 

NEXT ISSUE: ON TO OCEAN FALLS!
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www.FurunoUSA.com

14.1" Multi-Function WXGA 
Multi-Touch Display

9" Multi-Function WVGA 
Multi-Touch Display

Wireless NavNet Remote Control
Using FREE Tablet App

View The Guided Video Tour
Want to know more 
about the new
NavNet TZtouch? 
Visit NavNet.com 
or scan this code 
with your SmartPhone.

Wireless NavNet Data Viewer
Using FREE SmartPhone App

c CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   36 12-08-21   11:03 AM

http://NavNet.com
http://www.FurunoUSA.com


c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  37

By Robert Buller

NEW 
PRODUCTS

LEHR PROPANE OUTBOARDS Another technology breakthrough, 
a cleaner-burning outboard motor 
thanks to propane fuel. Yes, that’s 
propane. Lehr propane-fueled 
outboards come in 2.5 and 5 HP 
models, the latter available in short 
or long-shaft configurations.

The advantages of propane as a 
fuel are many: quick starting, with no 
choke needed, and very clean running, 
emitting no evaporative emissions and 
minimal burning by-products, many 
fewer noxious emissions, no carburetor 
gumming and no need to winterize.

Boaters can also save carrying a 

third fuel. Many cruisers with diesel 
mains want to avoid carrying gas for the 
outboard. But many have propane for 
stoves and BBQs so their household 
fuel can double for outboards as well.

Lehr motors use standard propane 
taken from a larger 20-lb tank such as 
would fuel a BBQ through a regular 
propane hose connection, or from 
a 16-oz portable bottle that inserts 
straight into the rear of the cowling. The 
2.5 HP model weighs 38 lbs and retails 
for about $1,200. The 5 HP models 
weigh about 50 lbs and costs just under 
$2,000 retail. www.lehrmarine.com. 

JEFA AUTOPILOT AP-1&2
This new pilot from Denmark is now carried by 
Rekord Marine. The Jefa AP is a well-engineered 
autopilot that uses a three-dimensional integral 
(fluxgate style) compass and is independent of 
a GPS link or chartplotter. The AP models are 
suitable for both tiller and wheel-steered vessels, 
and are ideal for boats up to 45’. They are easily 
DIY-installed and very price competitive. Suggested 
retail for the 12-volt system with autopilot and sepa-
rate rudder feedback is $2,559. www.jefa.com. 

SUPERB  
LITHIUM BATTERY
Britmar Industries of North 
Vancouver has introduced 
a new line of lithium 
batteries that is ideal for 
marine applications. From 
the Netherlands, SuperB 
batteries are based on lithium 
iron phosphate, the safest 
and most stable lithium 
battery chemistry. Lithium 
batteries show significant 
performance advantages over traditional lead-acid batteries. They 
are much smaller and lighter for a given electrical output, but 
perform significantly better. They last much longer before needing 
a recharge, but can be recharged faster, and at higher currents.

These benefits add up to give lithium batteries a huge per-
formance advantage, even though they carry a premium price. 
Longer-lasting and with electrical performance far outstripping 
existing battery technologies, Lithium batteries are becoming more 
common in marine applications. 

CORRECTION: In our August 2012 issue, the ENGINE ROOM 
feature “Charging, Part 3” missed the Whisper Power Generator line 
distributed by Britmar Marine. Our apologies to the folks at Britmar—
be sure to visit their website for more details on Whisper Generators. 
www.britmar.com. 

NEW PRODUCTS
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Multi-Touch Display
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ELECTROSCAN WASTE TREATMENT SYSTEM 
With increasingly stringent US and Canadian waste discharge 
legislation, boaters looking for waste removal solutions have another 
option. Raritan’s Electro-Scan system is a Type 1 marine sanitation 
device (MSD) that actually treats wastewater so it can be legally 
discharged back into the ocean. It cannot be used in no-discharge 
areas such as Montague Harbour or Squirrel Cove, for example, but 
it can be used elsewhere to treat wastewater.

The ElectroScan system uses a three-stage process, starting 
with a macerator followed with an electrolytic process using 
both salt water and 
an oxidizing agent. 
This multi-stage 
process reduces the 
bacteria count to 
less than the legal 
limit so the fully-
processed water 
can be safely and 
legally returned to 
the ocean.

The process 
is fully automatic so boaters need not worry about operation, it 
works unseen and unheard and removes the worry about damage 
from sewage discharge, and it meets all appropriate US and 
Canadian regulations. The ElectroScan system is available in 12, 
24 or 32-volt marine systems with prices starting at about $1,600 
plus local installation. www.raritaneng.com. 

MUSTANG 
CATALYST 
FLOATER 
JACKET
Always the 
industry standard 
in personal safety 
gear and flotation, 
Mustang has 
continued product 
improvement 
to make their 
life-saving gear 
more comfort-
able. Their new 
Survival Catalyst 
Jacket features 
lightweight, 

breathable and waterproof layers they call the M-Tech 
Comfort System. The fabric layers are also more 
flexible allowing work or play while still protecting 
the wearer from foul weather. This line has quickly 
become the favourite of professionals but is equally 
affordable by pleasure boaters. Retail price for the 
jacket is about $650 and comes in sizes from Small to 
2XL in red and black. www.mustangsurvival.com. 

NEW PRODUCTS

ST. VINCENT, YOUNG ISLAND, BEQUIA, MUSTIQUE, CANOUAN, MAYREAU, TOBAGO CAYS, UNION ISLAND, PALM ISLAND AND PETIT ST. VINCENT  

www.discoversvg.com

Enjoy sublime sailing, great diving, beaches, wonderful hotels. Call 416-630-9292 or visit www.discoversvg.com.

Enchanted islands:32.                    Sailing:wow!

Photo Credit: www.insandoutsofsvg.com
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GOST SECURITY SYSTEMS
Boaters with small craft can avoid awkward 
cables and locks, and easily lost keys and 
still have security. The new GOST (Global 
Ocean Security Technology) immobilizer 
provides security by deactivating the 
battery so the start sequence is blocked 
if the user is unauthorized. The GOST 
system is a compact box of electronics that 
is hard-wired to the positive battery cable 
of any outboard motor. This allows any low 
current to pass, current for safety lights or 
a bilge pump, for example. But if the high 
starting current is called on, the GOST 
system will only activate in the close pres-
ence of a matching key fob. 

With the matched key fob in personal 
possession with the boat key the boat is 
safe, and is not able to be started without 
your presence. If a thief tries to discon-
nect the system, it fails safe by entirely 
disconnecting the start circuit. The system 
comes with all the hardware, complete 
instructions and two matched fobs, all for 
less than $400. Their website also has a 
complete description of all their security 
systems, and it is an impressive product 
offering. www.gostglobal.com. 

ANCHOR RODE AND CHAIN
The new integrated chain and rope anchor rode from Canada Metal (CMC) is a 
welcome addition to ground tackle for any boat. CMC has matched their newly 
acquired Rocna Anchor line with their Titan brand chain products. The latter 
has industry leading corrosion-resistant high-test steel with a surface-hardened 
treatment for long life. And it makes an ideal chain element for a chain and rope 
anchor rode combo. The chain is needed to give weight to the rode to keep it 
close to horizontal while the nylon rope adds stretch and give so the anchor set 
is not weakened in winds or swells.

CMC engineers developed a fully integrated anchor rode with a combination 
of nylon rope, which is factory spliced onto a suitable length of Titan chain. This is 
precisely constructed so it feeds cleanly through the windlass gypsy without hesi-
tation, making an easy transition from chain to rope. CMC produces two common 
rope-chain combinations with rope diameters of either one-half, or five-eighths 
inch and in lengths of between 165 and 320 feet. www.canmet.com. 

ST. VINCENT, YOUNG ISLAND, BEQUIA, MUSTIQUE, CANOUAN, MAYREAU, TOBAGO CAYS, UNION ISLAND, PALM ISLAND AND PETIT ST. VINCENT  

www.discoversvg.com

Enjoy sublime sailing, great diving, beaches, wonderful hotels. Call 416-630-9292 or visit www.discoversvg.com.

Enchanted islands:32.                    Sailing:wow!
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EFOY FUEL CELL GENERATOR
A new fuel cell from Efoy now makes recharging easy and 
noiseless. These new hydrogen fuel cells convert methyl 
alcohol into a steady stream of electricity. The 1600 model 
provides up to 64W at 5.4 amps, sufficient to recharge a 
battery bank found on almost all sailboats and many medium-
sized power craft. The fuel cell operates automatically with 
its built-in sensor reading the battery state and starting when 
needed. The larger 2200 produces an impressive 90W at 7.5 
amps. Both take an alcohol cartridge that will provide about 
two weeks of constant cruising use. Units are supplied with 
four cartridges which should last about one year of typical 
cruising boat use. Retail is $4,000 for the 1600 and $5,000 
for the 2200. www.standard-hydrogem.com. 

MAJESTIC 12V TV-DVD PLAYER
An Australian manufacturer has launched an impressive line 
of portable entertainment units with full TV screens; some 
models have an integrated DVD player. Better yet, they only 
require 12-volt DC power and come with a cigarette lighter 
power cord, or can be wired directly into the boat electrical 
system. They draw less than 2 amps when operating. The 
screen is bright and has its own integrated stand or can be 
mounted on any of their several bracket systems. Integrated 
screen and DVD units come in 19 and 22-inch models at 
prices starting about $370. Accessories also include remote 
amplifiers and extra speakers. www.majestic-global.com. 

NEW PRODUCTS

RESCUE LASERS
This new family of laser lights is the best personal safety 
equipment introduced this year! The size of small flashlights 
and powered by AA or the included lithium batteries, these 
lasers have a night-time range of up to 20 miles! And they 
are eye-safe, and can be used to signal to aircraft. Light 
in weight at between three and six ounces and built of 
rugged aluminum, these have a quality look and feel. I did 
a personal test and immediately bought two. In three sizes 
with red and green lights priced between $100 and $200. 
www.greatlandlaser.com. 

The Best Tender
Lift Solution

The freedom to 
use your watercraft 
where and when you 
want with just the 
touch of a button! 
FreedomLift ™

is the ideal solution 
for transporting 
your tender or PWC.

� Installs independent of your swim platform

� The ONLY lift with easily removable Lift Arms

� Features wireless, hydraulic remote control operation

� Lifting capacity of 800+ lbs.

� Innovative design better than old-style platform lifts

See our dynamic video and digital portfolio on the web

www.freedomlift.com
Call us toll free: 1-866-543-8669

US Patent #6,474,265       Canadian Patent # 2,393,105
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Choosing Your sYstem

•	 Log	on	to	www.harkencompuspec.com	for	an	easy	step-by-step		
	 guide	to	selecting	the	correct	furling	for	your	boat	
•	 Contact	your	local	dealer	or	sailmaker	(listing	at	www.harken.com)

mKiV & Cruising Jib reefing and furling sYstems	
Furling	is	easier	than	ever	with	Harken’s	new lines of racing 
and cruising furlers.	Smaller	outer	drums	fit	belowdeck	and		
on	narrow	bows,	while	larger	inner	spools	increase mechanical 
advantage.	Large	bearing	races	reduce	friction	for	effortless 
reefing and furling from the safety of the cockpit.	

Harken	furlers	don’t require professional installation		
and	leave	your	headstay	intact.	Link	plates	now	allow	you	to		
raise	the	drum	to	clear	the	anchor,	reduce	sail	chafe,	and		
increase visibility for smooth sailing.fu

rl
in

g

teCh tip: The	Jib	Reefing	&	Furling	Lead	Block	Kit	(7404)	
reroutes	lines	outside	the	stanchions	for	a	cleaner	deck	and	
prevents	backlash	by	keeping	tension	on	the	line.

Transat Marine—Division of Western Marine Company
70 Ellis Drive Unit 1, Barrie, Ontario, CANADA L4N 8Z3 
Tel: 705.721.0143, Toll Free: 800.565.9561 • Fax: 705.721.0747 
Toll Free Fax: 800.390.5336 
Email: info@transatmarine.com • Web: www. transatmarine.com

Western Marine Company
1494 Powell Street, Vancouver, B.C. V5L 5B5 
Sales Tel: 604-253-7721 • Fax: 604-253-2656 
Toll Free Tel: 1-800-663-0600 • Fax: 1-800-663-6790 
Email: sales@westernmarine.com, Web: www.westernmarine.com

furling_unwind-wm.indd			1 12/22/2008			5:14:32	PM

AALSMEER, HOLLAND    ■    THOMASTON, MAINE    ■    SHEUNG WAN, HONG KONG

1-800-269-0961    ■    www.epifanes.com

Now with a new, more powerful UV filter.

A 110-Year Love 
Affair With Wood.

FOLLOW US
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 St Lucia’s Pitons 
are visibly from 

miles away.

Story & Photos by Bill Springer

Romping Through the 
WINDWARDS

WHAT BETTER WAY TO CELEBRATE THE PENDING BIRTH OF OUR FIRST CHILD THAN WITH A 
CATAMARAN CRUISE THROUGH THE WINDWARD ISLANDS?

O
UR LAST “PRE-KID-
CARIBBEAN-CRUISE,” TAKEN 
SEVERAL MONTHS BEFORE 
OUR UNBORN BABY WAS TO 

ARRIVE, OFFICIALLY BEGAN ON THE 
EDGE OF A WATERFALL-FED SWIM-
MING HOLE IN GRENADA. OUR HOSTS, 
JOHN AND CAROLINE CHARNLEY, AND 
MY WIFE CAROLINE (THREE MONTHS 
PREGNANT) WERE ALREADY SWIM-
MING IN THE COOL, FRESH WATER. 
BUT, OF COURSE, I JUST HAD TO JUMP 
IN FROM THE “CLIFF” (ABOUT 10’ HIGH) 
ABOVE THE POOL. I GUESS SOME 
THINGS WILL NEVER CHANGE.

What made this refreshing little dip 
even better was the knowledge that we’d 
traded in the cold northern winter for a 
sunny, breezy, upwind romp through the 
Windward Islands, from Grenada to St. 
Lucia aboard the Charnleys’ 50’ cruising 
cat Discovery Magic. 

John and Caroline not only own 
the boat, they also own the company, 
Discovery Yachts, that builds it and 
several other offshore passagemakers, 
so there was a dual purpose to our 
cruise. The plan was to relax and stop 
at all the cool spots between Grenada 
and St. Lucia, but the boat also had 

to be in Miami, 1,500 miles away, in 
time for display at the Miami Boat 
Show. That meant we had to keep 
moving—into the prevailing trades—
and stick to a schedule, so, we’d be 
leaving the next morning. 

After our refreshing dip, we visited 
a wonderful old nutmeg processing 
house (most of the world’s nutmeg 
comes from Grenada) that is still 
in operation in the fishing village of 
Gouyave, a colonial distillery that’s 
been turning sugarcane into rum since 
gentlemen wore wigs and triangle-
shaped hats in the 1780s, and some 

DESTINATION: GRENADA TO ST. LUCIA
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friendly monkeys in the Grand Etang 
Forest Reserve on the way back to the 
boat in St. George’s Harbour. Then 
night fell and we scanned the inky sky 
for shooting stars from the comfort of 
the trampolines at the bow.

We awoke early to the smell of toast 
and coffee, and the whirl of the cockpit-
mounted electric winch as the in-mast 
furling main appeared. “Good morning, 
sir,” said John, with his English accent 
and Cheshire cat smile as we set off 
for Petit St. Vincent in the Grenadines, 
several hours sail to the north. 

“Good morning, indeed,” I replied 
in my most proper American English. 
It was almost like we were getting 
away with something. “This sure beats 
shoveling snow.” 

ROMPING UPWIND
The only slightly-less-than-perfect 
element of our passage was the 
“beating to windward” part, but it 
proved to be hardly a hardship. Even 

when the trades got up to the low 20s 
in the exposed passages between the 
islands, we stayed dry and comfortable 
at the helm station (the seat is wide 
enough for two) and at the various 
other spots in the cockpit and main 
saloon, while Otto the autopilot kept 
us on course. And we all agreed that 
our little upwind “passage” between 
Grenada and the southern Grenadines 
was a refreshing romp. Even our 
intrepid pregnant crew member who’d 
been wrestling with morning sick-
ness on dry land was loving the brisk 
breeze—as long as she stayed on deck 
and looking forward at the nav station.

The passage was long enough to 
reacquaint us with the restorative 
powers of being “offshore” but short 
enough to ensure that we had plenty 
of time to drop the hook, swim in the 
clear water off the sterns, loll about in 
the warm white sand on tiny “Petit” St. 
Vincent, and feast on a meal made up 
of steaks Caroline and I brought, um…

smuggled, all the way from the States. 
We were in the groove now and things 
were only getting better. Next stop, the 
ultra-photogenic Tobago Cays.

But we had to clear into the sovereign 
nation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
first. At least we had to try. A quick run 
ashore to the customs office on Union 
Island provided a great opportunity to 
see the sleepy little village there, but 
we were hardly surprised to find the 
customs office closed for the weekend. 
So our bureaucratic conscience was 
clear when we made our way over to the 
Tobago Cays where the smiling local 
“businessmen” in brightly painted boats 
with powerful outboards descended 
upon us in the channel like we held the 
keys to the kingdom. They were friendly, 
and only wanted to help (and earn a little 
money), but they were also quite numer-
ous, pretty persistent, and their constant 
buzzing around imbibed the crowded 
anchorage with a certain frenetic energy. 

We enjoyed the snorkeling and 
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1) Grenada is the “Spice Island”. 2) Nutmeg from Grenada is shipped all over 
the world. 3) River Antoine Rum is made from pure sugar cane. 4) Rum has 
been made in River Antoine’s vats since the late 1700’s. 5) The market in St. 
Georges is held every saturday morning.
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 Fort George has pro-
tected St Georges Harbour 
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the view of this most popular anchor-
age, but not so much as to alter 
our schedule. Plus, Mustique, the 
ultra-exclusive enclave of the likes of 
Mick Jagger and Princess Anne was 
our next stop and promised to be a 
bit more chill. We were off with the 
warm, pink sunrise in the morning.

ROUTINE
By now we were used to the rhythm 
of the trip. Up early. Sail upwind for 
all or a portion of the morning, drop 
the hook, swim, eat, visit shore (not 
necessarily in that order), repeat. 
Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? Well, 
that’s exactly what we did after we left 
the Tobago Cays. 

The trades were a bit stiffer 
than they were on our trip up from 
Grenada, but not too stiff. The seas 
were up a bit too, but we were only 
exposed to open ocean rollers for a 
short while before we tucked into 
the lee of Mustique and grabbed a 
mooring in Britannia Bay. And no, we 
didn’t see Mick or any of the Stones, 
but we did grab lunch at the Basil’s 
Bar (where Mick has been seen and 

photographed), and take in the sights 
in this charming little village. But 
we’d still not cleared in yet and we 
wanted to get to sweet, sweet Bequia 
for dinner (and clear customs the 
next morning), so we kept on truck-
ing to the north.

For me, there was something 
familiar about Bequia. Maybe it was 
the mellow vibe that comes from a cool 
mixture of tourists, locals and sailors 
in town, or the way the houses ring the 
inner harbor, but I couldn’t help being 
reminded of the Canadian Maritimes 
in the Caribbean. Cool. 

We had a great shoreside dinner 
when we arrived and we were able 
to get all our chores done the next 
morning, too. John and Caroline 
successfully waded through the crowd 
to get our papers stamped in the 
customs office, while Caroline and 
I were able to knock the last needed 
provisions off the list. It was amazing 
to feel so curiously “at home” in this 
place we’d never been before, but we 
did have a schedule to keep so were 
off to St. Vincent as soon as we got 
back to the boat. 

SURPRISE
Until our trip up to St. Vincent, the 
cruising guide and our collective experi-
ence insured that we had a pretty good 
idea of what was waiting for us at each 
of our planned destinations, but that 
didn’t really apply to St. Vincent. None 
of us had spent any time there, and 
the cruising guide seemed to describe 
lots of cool but deep anchorages on the 
western side of the island that required 
long mooring lines tied to palm trees 
on shore. So it was all a bit of a mystery 
to us as we made our way north from 
Bequia. And where were going to spend 
the night (so we could be in a good spot 
to make the longish sail to St. Lucia 
the next day) continued to be a mystery 
even as the small bay that we’d been 
reading about in the cruising guide 
opened up before us. 

We saw that several boats had already 
backed into the beach and secured long 
lines ashore, and then Arthur appeared. 
“Follow me,” he said with a gap-toothed 
smile. “I’ll help you get your line ashore.” 
He’d obviously done this before and we 
hadn’t, so we accepted his kind offer and 
happily paid the going rate of $10 EC 
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 The moorings has 

a charter base in St 
Lucia’s Marigot Bay.

 The author and his wife Caroline.  The waterfall on Grenada provides postcard paradise.  The locals are frendly. 

 Sweet, 
Sweet Bequia.

All week it’s work, work, work, but 
when Friday comes it’s all about 
cruising with friends, maybe a club 
race Saturday. The boat’s our special 
way to unwind.

Insurance is a necessity, but with 
Skippers’ Plan we don’t really have to think 
about it. Even when we had a minor racing 
bump, they understood what we needed 
immediately. The person on the phone was a 
boater himself - he actually knew what a  
spin pole is! 

We have enough to do from 9 to 5 – when 
we’re on board, we relax and let the experts 
take care of the details.

FREE Towing 
FREE Emergency Fuel 
FREE App    

Exclusive broker  
for the Canadian  
Yachting Association

skippersplan.com   1-800-661-7211   905-754-4805  

Boats! We share your passion.

Follow us on Owned and operated by The CG&B Group Inc.

Glorious days. Check. 
Great friends. Check.
Insurance?   
Skippers’ Plan has it covered.

Underwritten by Aviva Insurance Company  
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for the service. 
And not too long after that, we were 

snugged down with a long line tied 
to a palm tree on shore, in one of the 
more captivating anchorages I’ve ever 
been to. It wasn’t that the scenery was 
the “best” or that the water was “super 
clear,” it was more of a vibe. Cows and 
goats traipsed around on the beach and 
what appeared to be an entire colony 
of white birds curiously, and almost 
silently, roosted in the trees nearby. 

When Arthur picked and delivered 
some fresh limes for us from a tree on 
shore, we all got a taste of the magic 
of cruising that happens when the 
surprise spots turn out to be the most 
special. And for us new-parents-to-be, 
all the good feelings from this trip were 
magnified because our days on the boat 
(and our days of only being a couple) 
were quickly, though happily, coming 
to a close. But we could have never 
imagined the coolness that was waiting 
for us in St. Lucia.

By now we were old hands. Up at 
0630. Lines and fenders stowed. Toast 
buttered. Sails set. Autopilot engaged. 
And then we watched as St. Lucia’s most 
significant landmarks – The Pitons, Petit 
and Gros – loomed over the horizon 
and grew until they towered over us as 
we pulled up a St. Lucia Marine Parks 
and Services mooring at the base of the 

nearly 3,000’ tall Petit Piton. 
We had read all about St. Lucia, the 

town of Soufriere, and especially the 
Pitons and the island’s hot springs. So 
once we’d got the boat safely moored, 
we talked to “Bob” about possibly 
setting up an island tour and a trip 
to the hot springs. But honestly, we 
weren’t so sure about Bob. He was 
an option but not the only option, we 
all agreed, as we geared up for the 
requisite swim and snorkel trip in the 
dinghy. And then the cruising gods 
really smiled on us. We’d returned 
from snorkeling and were planning for 
dinner onshore when Jason from St. 
Lucia Marine Parks and Services pulled 
up alongside to collect our mooring fee. 

A FINE EVENING
“How we all doing this fine evening?” 
he said with a smile and a sweet St. 
Lucian accent.

Since I was the closest to his 
side of the boat, I said, “We’re doing 
great! You have a very special island 
here. How you doing?”

“Oh man. If you only knew. Been 
working since four this morning and 
I won’t get off for another couple of 
hours yet.” 

He wasn’t complaining at all. He was 
just…being. Maybe it was the look in his 
eye. Or his utterly sincere smile. Or his 
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Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.

Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.

Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.

Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.

Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.

Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.

c CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   48 12-08-21   11:03 AM

http://www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca
http://www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca


c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  49

simple friendliness, but something just 
clicked. And then he was welcoming us 
to St. Lucia, telling us all the secrets we 
needed to know and all the things we 
needed to do, and talking to us like we 
were part of his family, but in a much dif-
ferent way than the “businessmen” in the 
Tobago Cays did. He was…magnetic. 
And then my Caroline asked: “Now 
Jason, what should we be asking you that 
we haven’t yet. What are the attractions 
here that we just can’t miss?”

“Well, I know what I like to do when 
I get a free moment. I love to go up to 
the hot springs. It rejuvenates me.”

“Ah, good,” said Caroline. “We were 
planning on setting up a trip to the hot 
springs for tomorrow.”

Then he answered more of our tour-
isty questions, and laughed at my jokes, 
and marveled at the gorgeous boat we’d 
sailed in on, and told us about how he 
works to protect and repair St. Lucia’s 
reefs and how the mooring fees go to a 
good cause and about his other job as a 
corrections officer at the jail. 

And then he said: “You know, it’s 
been quite a day, and I could really use 
a dip in the hot springs…tonight. It’s 
really amazing to be up there at night 
when there’s no crowd. I get though in 
a few hours. I could pick you up at the 
restaurant and bring you guys up there 
if you want.”

We’d never have agreed to a mission 
like that with Bob, but Jason was an 
entirely different story. He picked us 
up right after dinner. We piled into his 
tiny Suzuki 4X4 and not only did we get 
to spend a fantastic and utterly unique 
evening under the stars in St. Lucia’s 
volcanic hot springs (they weren’t 
“open” but Jason knew the guard), we 
got to know a truly special person. He 
shared of himself and what it means to 

be a native St. Lucian that was edu-
cational and inspirational. Even more 
than that, he was fun. He was a friend!

What a perfect way to end the trip. 
We sailed over to Marigot Bay the next 
day and flew back home the next day, 
but I know the story we’ll tell when the 
baby is old enough to appreciate it. 

“Did we ever tell you about the night 
we spent in a St. Lucian hot spring when 
your mother was pregnant with you?” 

FALL SPECIALS NOW IN EFFECT - CALL TODAY

LET US HELP KEEP YOUR SEASON GOING!

 We spent a won-
derful night in this 
mellow anchorage 

in St. Vincent.
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  Check out over 600 exhibitors of boats and sailing gear
  Plan your next adventure in the new Vacation Basin 

    presented by Cruising World magazine.
  Peruse the largest multi-hull sailboat selection in the US

  Climb aboard more than 400 boats, from 8-80 feet
  Be sure to catch the center-console fi shing boat dock
  Cruise down nostalgia lane with a classic boats display
  Enjoy trawlers galore at Trawlerport

UNITED STATES
SAILBOAT SHOW

October 4-8

UNITED STATES
POWERBOAT SHOW

October 11-14

FOR TICKETS & DETAILS : usboat .com o r  c a l l  (4 1 0 ) 2 6 8 - 8 8 2 8

ANNAPOLIS BOAT SHOWS
The nation’s oldest in-water boat shows
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  Register to win valuable door prizes    “Take the Wheel” with interactive classes & demos    Enjoy free seminars & entertainment

Located at City Dock, Annapolis, MD
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ENVIRONMENT

 This large motor yacht is 
securely covered, well ventilated 
and also is easily accessible by a 
service technician.

By Andy Adams

INVESTING IN A REUSABLE WINTER COVER IS A SOUND ENVIRONMENTAL CHOICE AND A 
PRACTICAL WAY TO FACILITATE WINTER MAINTENANCE ON YOUR BOAT.

OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES, 
MORE AND MORE BOATS IN 
CANADA HAVE BEEN PUT AWAY FOR 
THE WINTER UNDER SHRINK WRAP. 
PROPERLY APPLIED, SHRINK WRAP 
SEALS THE BOAT FROM WATER AND 
INTRUSION BY CREATURES, ITS 
SLIPPERY SURFACE SHEDS SNOW 
(WHEN WE GET IT), AND IT RESISTS 
WIND AND SUN ALL WINTER.

Shrink wrap can also be recycled 
quite effectively, and some shrink 
wrap suppliers have created programs 
to gather used wrap to ensure that it’s 
recycled and not disposed of in a landfill 

site. Unfortunately, not every shrink 
wrap user is aware of this recycling 
opportunity. We saw a large quantity 
of it being stuffed into the back of a 
garbage truck at a yacht club this spring.

Before the advent of shrink wrap, 
we used to keep boats stored inside or 
under a canvas cover. Inside storage will 
always be best but it is hard to find and 
invariably expensive. That is why shrink 
wrap caught on so fast and has become 
so successful, although “shrink” isn’t the 
only new material to come along.

Recently, we’ve had a number of 
conversations with Nat Genco. The 

topic that caught our interest was the 
fact that he produces high-quality 
reusable winter boat covers that offer 
an alternative to shrink wrapping. 
The material Genco uses is a coated 
polyester which is light, strong and very 
durable. It was first used as far back as 
the 1970s for covering snowmobiles, 
and it doesn’t rot the way traditional 
canvas eventually does. 

For the environmentally conscious 
boater, these new, lightweight coated 
polyester covers typically enjoy a 10 to 
12-year lifespan (some last up to 15 
years)—and that alone represents a 
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 Nat Genco shows a model of 
a very effective and simple to 

build, reusable frame that they’ve 
developed for their covers.

big reduction in environmental impact.
An equally important reason to 

choose a reusable cover is that it can 
facilitate access to the boat to do 
winter projects, whereas a shrink-
wrapped boat is generally inaccessible 
until spring. We think the smart boat 
owner plans ahead at this time of year, 
working with their marina or yard to 
determine what maintenance and 
upkeep needs to be done over the 
winter to ensure that the boat is going 
to perform to expectations all next 
summer. It makes sense to get the work 
done this winter when you are not 
using the boat. A reusable cover can 
really help facilitate that.

Some marinas can build a zipper 
into the shrink wrap on a larger boat, 
but a zipper can become a significant 
additional cost when shrink-wrapping 
a cottage-size boat. We rarely see wrap-
pers with zipper access. 

The reusable cover is also fastened 
differently. As Nat explained, “It’s an 
easy job to untie the cover, peel it back 
and replace it later. We generally supply 
loops every three feet and webbing or 
line to tie it tight. To keep it tight, we 
hang sand bags or water bottles, six 
pounds each. The tension keeps the 
cover from moving.” 

He showed us a very clever wooden 

frame. Genco offers hardware to make 
the frame quickly and easily, using just 
a drill and saw.

The covers have vents that are sewn 
in, and you can specify custom features 
like points for lines to pass through, 
special shapes to go over superstructure 
and more. Doing this with shrink would 
require a lot of skill by the technician 
and obviously much more labour, given 
that shrink is a one-time-use product.

On covers for bigger boats, Genco 
fits seven vents and a door, but even 
smaller boat covers can have a door 
that is big enough for a man to bring in 
tools and work inside.

The framework can facilitate more 
air circulation to reduce the effects 
of condensation. There are solar-
powered vents available to boost air 
circulation, too.

Nat pointed out that marinas using 
inexperienced help can safely use these 
covers. There’s no skill required to fit 
them, as there is in using tape and a 
torch to get the right tension on shrink 
wrap without burning the gelcoat.

So, while the reusable cover costs 
more initially, Nat claims that an owner 
will get a payback on the investment in 
just three years, and from then on, they 
are saving money as well as reducing 
their environmental footprint.

The advantage of winter access for 
service is a no-brainer. But consider 
also that easy winter access can 
facilitate showing the boat if you decide 
to sell or trade up.

Finally, a few brave souls actually 
leave their boat in the water under the 
reusable cover and live there! Sufficient 
air circulation can be engineered in, 
and the zippered access door can be 
robust enough to withstand regular use. 

While we thank Genco Marine for 
sharing these ideas, there are many 
custom canvas shops and marinas 
which can create a cover for your boat. 
It may mean a little more effort and a 
little higher cost, but getting easy access 
to do winter projects and keeping some 
shrink out of a landfill site makes it 
seem both a practical choice and sound 
environmental practice. 

ENVIRONMENT

 All this used shrink could have been recycled 
instead of being sent to a landfill.
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Daigle Welding & Marine Ltd. 
 

Getting you out on the water for over 25 Years 

www.eaglecraft.bc.ca 
250-286-6749         1-888-393-6464 
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Shrink wrap
your wallet,

not your boat

GencoMarine.com   info@gencomarine.com 
1-800-361-2890   

Over 45 years of experience with expert staff

Toronto:
350 Queens Quay West, Unit 108
416-504-2891

Mississauga:
1008 Rangeview Road
905-278-2891

Plastic putting a chill on your plastic? Let a Natty 
Tarp warm up your bottom line with a custom cover 
for any boat – power or sail. Choose mast up or 
down, with or without frame and easy-to-manage 
multi-piece construction.

GO GREEN &
SAVE BIG with a
Natty Overcoat!
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ENGINE ROOM

 This innovative cooktop by Wallas 
of Finland can also provide 

cabin heat.

Staying Warm or  
KEEPING COOL
HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEMS ADD IMMENSELY TO CRUISING COMFORT, WHETHER YOU 

BOAT IN COOL SHOULDER SEASONS OR CONTEND WITH HOT, MUGGY SUMMERS.

MOST BOATERS LEARN QUICKLY 
THAT EXTENDING THEIR SEASON 
IS IDEAL—CANADIAN SUMMERS 
ARE SO SHORT, WHETHER YOU’RE 
ON THE WEST COAST OR THE 
GREAT LAKES. IN CENTRAL AREAS, 
SUMMER IS SHORT BUT IT CAN 
BE HOT AND HUMID, AND WINTER 
IS TOO COLD FOR MUCH CRUIS-
ING IN ALL PARTS OF CANADA. 
EXTENDING INTO SPRING AND FALL 
MAKES BOATING SO MUCH MORE 
ENJOYABLE, TO SAY NOTHING OF 
HELPING JUSTIFY THE COSTS.

The addition of heating and cooling 
systems aboard is a sensible upgrade 
that can easily double the effective 
cruising season. September-October 
and April-May can bring great cruising 

weather, often with clear skies, but 
their lower temperatures mean some 
technology aboard is needed.

MARINE HEAT 
Heating a boat is easier than cooling 
it thanks to the number of ways we 
can create heat. Burning a fuel is the 
easiest. But large boats with the luxury 
of onboard generators can always use 
electrical heat. This is often called 
direct element heat as the electricity 
is converted to heat directly through a 
high-resistance element and it is 100-
percent efficient. This method works 
for domestic water as well as for space; 
it’s clean, efficient and easily controlled. 
But for those of us who prefer not to 
use generators constantly, electric heat 
is not feasible. We need a fuel. 

Wallas of Finland has a range of 
attractive products that combine space 

and cooking heat thanks to their unique 
designs of combo heater and domestic 
stove units. These provide cooking 
through their stovetop cookers, but also 
provide space heat for any boat cabin. 
They burn diesel fuel taken from main 
tanks. Wallas has a number of prod-
ucts in their line that can be used for 
stovetop, oven and space heating needs, 
as well as dedicated forced-air space 
heaters that burn diesel or kerosene.

Combining a space heat function 
with domestic hot water is the aim of 
BC’s International Thermal Research, 
which markets products under the 
Hurricane brand. Their hydronic 
(water-based) system features a diesel-
fired marine boiler that heats circulating 
water and provides hot domestic water 
for showers, sinks and laundry. With a 
simple heat-exchange radiator system, 
the Hurricane heaters also provide 

By Robert Buller
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space heat. They burn diesel fuel taken 
directly from the main tanks and need 
only 12-volt DC to operate. 

Other marine heaters from 
European manufacturers such as 
Espar and Webasto are also commonly 
used onboard. These are sophisti-
cated heaters that take diesel fuel 
from the main tanks and burn it in a 
small furnace. Unlike the hydronic 
systems, these furnaces create hot air 
directly, but they can also be plumbed 
with a heat-exchange coil to provide 
domestic water heating or feed small 
radiators. With technology improve-
ments, these products are now easy 
to use with a plain on-off switch or a 
simple thermostat, as easy to use as 
common home systems.

Manufacturers such as Dickinson 
offer lines of diesel-burning space 
heaters. These require a bit more 
operator involvement to light the fire 
and adjust the flame, but are able to 
produce large quantities of reliable heat. 
We had a Dickinson Arctic heater on 
our 48’ cruiser for many years and it kept 
the boat nicely warm in any wintertime 
temperature that BC offered. These 

heaters, too, burn diesel fuel plumbed 
directly from main tanks but they need 
to be vented properly.  And they work 
much better if they have a dedicated air 
supply. Dickinson also has a propane-
burning bulkhead heater line.

In all cases, onboard heating 
systems need to be vented properly 
and exhausted carefully. Temperatures 
can get very hot and can endanger the 
vessel if improperly installed. If your 
boat does not already have carbon 
monoxide detectors, they are always 
advisable anytime there is a direct 
flame in the heating system.

MARINE COOLING
More complicated than heating, 
cooling a vessel usually calls for a 
system comprising a compressor and 
evaporator, circulating fans, pumps and 
a fair bit of plumbing and electronic 
controls. Onboard cooling uses the 
same basic technology as refrigeration. 
In domestic applications there are 
many such cooling units commonly 
called “air conditioning.” Onboard 
though, these domestic units are 
impractical so some manufacturers 

have developed marine variations that 
are available to operate using electri-
cal current from a generator or from 
a battery bank through an inverter. 
However, their electrical current draw 
is significant, commonly upwards of 
eight to 10 amps.

These systems take advantage of 
the latent heat that is released and 
gathered during the evaporative and 
condensing cycle of a fluid. All refrig-
eration and air-conditioning systems 
use this basic technology. The transmit-
ting fluid must be easily evaporated 
and condensed—for years the choice 
was Freon, but it is no longer used, 
as it is harmful to the ozone in our 
atmosphere. Now all cooling units use 
alternatives, the most common being 
a variant of  “green gas” such as R417 
(Isceon 59) or R410A and variants. 

This cooling technology actually 
moves heat from one area to another, 
hence any cooling unit must exhaust 
hotter air to the outside, or it must 
have a cooling coil to dissipate the 
heat, like any household refrigerator. 
Any domestic or marine refrigeration 
unit has a simple cooling coil at the 

ENGINE ROOM

 Wallas of Finland offers diesel and 
kerosene forced-air furnaces as well as 
combination cooker/space heater units.
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Smart energy solutions for 
the marine industry Hybrid 
and conventional generators

Powerful and economical 
sinewave and modifi ed 

sinewave invereters

Britmar Marine Ltd. 
102-2433 Dollarton Hwy, North Vancouver, BC 
info@britmar.com • (604) 983-4303 • Toll Free 1-866-401-2288

Super Compact Series Super B Lithium Ion 
Phosphate Battery

Super Quiet Series Hybrid Generators

Kisae Inverters

www.britmar.com

A Breakthrough Lithium Ion 
Phosphate Battery. Lower weight, 
higher power, longer life and safer.

Can 
recharge 
in 1 hour!

Solar kits 
also 

available

A radical departure for traditional sailcloth
North’s patented NorDac Radian™ warp-oriented polyester sailcloth is the world’s first 

woven poly to successfully combine superior low-stretch radial performance with the durability, 
easy handling and mildew resistance of traditional woven sailcloth. You may not see 

the difference, but when you trim the sheet you surely will feel it.
            For more information visit www.northsails.com/Radian.aspx * Restrictions 

may apply. 
Contact your 
North Sails 

representative 
for details. 

easy handling and mildew resistance of traditional woven sailcloth. You may not see 

* Restrictions 
may apply. 
Contact 
North Sails 

representative 
for details. 

Toronto 416-259-9644
 Nova Scotia 902-634-3343

Vancouver 604-271-2111
www.northsails.com
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rear of the unit and discharges the 
waste heat into the room. That’s not an 
issue in a fridge, as it is cooling inside 
the unit that is needed. 

However, cooling the air in a room 
or cabin creates a challenge. The waste 
heat cannot be discharged back into 
the room, as that would defeat its 
purpose. Instead, most AC units use 
the cooling effect of the surrounding 
water to take away the waste heat. That 
means another through-hull fitting is 
needed and plumbing to and from the 
unit must be installed. This adds to the 
complexity and costs of installation as 
well as operation. 

One manufacturer sells a portable 
AC unit that is designed to sit on top of 
a hatch. It does not require a through-
hull as it supplies cooling air downwards 
into the boat and discharges its waste 
heat upwards into the atmosphere. 
Another makes a pure evaporative 
cooler that blows air through an ice 
pack. Some 12-volt systems cool 
moderately by simply evaporating water. 
However, these systems are not serious 
AC units as their output is very modest.

Several other manufacturers sell 
proper marine AC units of varying 
sizes that need to be permanently 
installed with electrical and plumb-
ing connections. 

The ideal installation uses a system 
of interior ductwork to distribute the 
cooling air throughout the vessel. 
Interior fans can aid this process, as hot 
air can be stubborn. Owners have also 
found that a simple exhaust fan near 
the top of the interior space is the best 
way to aid cool air circulation. Interior 
fans that aid circulation help in cooling 
larger spaces. An added advantage to 
AC systems is that they dehumidify air 

as they cool, adding a comfort bonus to 
boaters in hot and humid summers.

Owners of boats without AC units 
have found that blowing cool air 
into a boat is nowhere as effective as 
exhausting unwanted hot air. Hot-air 
exhaust fans will remove unwanted 
heat and then cool air from outside 
will find its own way in. Several 
manufacturers offer exhaust fans 
that are solar-powered so need no 
electrical connection. Others supply 
fans that need only small amounts of 
12-volt electricity.

REVERSE-CYCLE OPTIONS
AC engineers soon found that a cooling 
unit could work in reverse and also 
supply heat. Heat is a waste product in 
cooling applications but it is a desired 
product in heating applications. Such 
units are called heat pumps because 
that describes their basic opera-
tion—they actually pump heat from 
one side of the system to the other. But 
the technology is identical to cooling 
units—they simply operate in reverse. 

In domestic and commercial 
applications this technology has been 
around for decades and it is reliable 
and cost-effective. It still requires 
electrical power, but typical systems 
can easily produce three times more 
heat through their heat pump than 
they would be able to create with a 
simple direct heating element of the 
same electrical draw.

In marine applications these units 
are most often called reverse-cycle 
heating and cooling units. In one mode 
of operation they produce space heat. 
In reverse mode they provide cooling. 
A number of models are available from 
manufacturers including Marvair, 

CruiseAir, Flagship and Climma, among 
others. A typical small unit needed to 
cool a 26 to 30’ boat will provide 7,000 
to 10,000 BTU cooling in reverse cycle 
and a similar amount of heat. It uses 
four to eight amps of current while 
running, slightly more when the com-
pressor starts its cycle. While the main 
compressor needs 120-volt AC power, 
some have auxiliary fans that use only 
12-volt DC, saving power use. But this 
amount of electrical draw still requires 
a fair-sized battery bank or an onboard 
generator to provide the current. 

The advantages of these systems 
are many. They run fairly quietly and in 
one unit they provide heat in the cooler 
shoulder seasons and cooling for those 
hot and muggy summer days. They are 
a bit more expensive than stand-alone 
cooling or heating units but they save 
one whole system. Typical prices range 
from $2,000 up depending on the 
cooling and heating capacity needed.

Whichever system best suits your 
specific climate and comfort needs, 
the addition of heating or cooling 
equipment to your boat will easily 
double your effective cruising season, 
to say nothing of making any boat trip 
more pleasant. 

Climma � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � www�veco-na�com
Cruiseair, Dometic � � � � � � � � www�dometic�com
Dickinson � � � � � � � � www�dickinsonmarine�com
Espar � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � www�espar�com
Flagship � � � � � � � �  � � www�flagshipmarine�com
Hurricane � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � www�itrheat�com
Mermaid  � � � � � � � � � � � � � �www�defender�com
Marvair � � � � � � � � �  � � � www�marvairmarine�net
Webasto � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �www�webasto�com
Wallas  � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � �www�wallas�ca

HEATING AND COOLING SUPPLIERS

ENGINE ROOM

 Climma’s AC 
42 is a compact, self-

contained marine AC unit.

 A self-con-
tained 18,500 

BTU marine air-
conditioning unit 

from Flagship 
Marine.
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By Shawn Severn

Tales of a
CATCHERMAN

DID I MENTION HOW MUCH I HATE STANDING IN THE RAIN IN A SEAWAY…FISHING?

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS 
HAS BEEN OUR PASSION FOR 
ALMOST 30 YEARS. CORINNE 
AND I CURRENTLY SPEND OUR 
SUMMERS CRUISING THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST IN OUR AMERICAN 
TUG 41, OCEAN MISTRESS. WE 
HAVE A PASSION FOR FINDING NEW 
AND REMOTE ANCHORAGES. WE 
LOVE TO EXPLORE.

About 10 years ago we began 
adding other activities to our cruising 
agenda. We do a lot of hiking into the 
remote areas of British Columbia’s 
rainforest, and we add to our cruising 
larder with a little fishing. 

We don’t fish for crab or prawns. 
We don’t collect oysters or dig 
for clams. Corinne and I are both 
scientists and spent many years 
investigating what these critters eat 
and filter out of the water around 
them. It’s a case of too much infor-
mation on the impact of diffuse 
pollution on our environment! 

We do like to catch and eat salmon 
and halibut. But the idea of standing 

outside in the rain in a rough seaway 
for hours holds no appeal for us. 
Endlessly adjusting tackle and search-
ing for an elusive fish is boring in the 
extreme. I am not a fisherman!

We’ve been fortunate to receive 
two pieces of very good advice about 
salmon fishing—one about how to 
find the fish, the other about how 
to catch them. A fisheries manager 
explained how to find the fish: “Find 
out where everyone else is and fish 
there!” And a Haida chief told us that 
the best way to catch salmon was to 
“fish shallow and drink beer.” If you 
are in the right place this is excellent 
advice. Except for the part about 
drinking beer, these tips guide our 
catching practices.

My idea of salmon fishing is to find 
the spot where they are swimming 
through in large numbers and catch 
what I want in 30 minutes or less. 
Catching halibut is about finding the 
hole they are hiding in, then dragging 
a few up off the bottom. 

This makes me a “catcherman.”

GOOD DAYS, BAD DAYS
A few summers ago we departed from 
our normal cruising plan in Alaska 
to collect some friends to go fishing. 
Our friends didn’t really want to go 
fishing—they wanted to go catching. 
Unfortunately, except for about 15 
minutes on one day the salmon refused 
to cooperate. The result was a lot of 
fishing and very little catching. We 
were so disappointed that when we 
returned to Hoonah we hired a guide to 
go halibut catching. 

Our best day of salmon catching 
took place off Shark Rock in Salisbury 
Sound, north of Sitka. It happened just 
as it often does: once we found the spot 
where the King salmon were hanging 
out, we got our limit in about 10 minutes 
with two double hook-ups. We returned 
the next day but spent our time fishing in 
the rain in a rough seaway. 

Did I mention how much I enjoy 
standing outside in the rain in a 
rough seaway?

My favourite times are when 
everyone else is fishing—and you are 

 Our good friend Robert 
Fenwick taught us how to 

be catchermen.
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catching. This happened to us last year north of Desolation 
Sound. We had just left Pierre’s Resort and were heading out 
for a day of cruising. The weather was absolutely beautiful, 
the sun was making its first appearance after several days of 
absence, and the day was warming up. We noticed a group 
of small boats fishing outside Deep Cove, off Wells Passage, 
cruising back and forth in the typical trolling pattern. Once 
we got close to the bay, Corinne suggested we try to catch a 
salmon. We did not want to enter the scrum of small boats 
and elected to stay outside the bay. 

About the time I got the second line in the water, I 
heard the starboard rod start shaking in its holder and 
the shriek of line running out. “Fish on,” I called and 
Corinne took the boat out of gear. For the next five 
minutes I worked to land the fish. As it got close to the 
back of the boat, Corinne netted it, while it rolled up into 
the net tangling the line, leader and flasher. Then the 
port rod started shaking. 

Meanwhile, the boat drifted slowly into the bay and we 
were starting to get an audience. The other boats approached 
to see what was happening. Corinne started bringing in the 
second fish but I still couldn’t free the first one from the 
net. With no net, it was going to be very difficult to land 
the second fish. I donned a pair of big yellow rubber gloves 
and knelt on the swim step while Corinne brought the fish 
toward me. It was a one in a million catch—as the fish 
jumped to throw the hook I caught it in midair and managed 
to knock it and me through the transom door into the boat. 
Our audience was suitably impressed by our amateurish and 
very lucky landing method. 

It took us a while to get things sorted out on the back of 
the boat, with two live and very large salmon now thrashing 
about in the cockpit. When we finally got ourselves sorted, 
we noticed that not only did we have an audience, but they 
were all working hard to be the next catcherman! 

MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS

 In Robert’s world, “Some days are salmon and some days are mackerel!”

“Messing About” is devoted to our readers’ stories, memories, reflections 
and humour� We’re interested in the kind of stories you tell friends and family, 
memories of good times and above all, why you love boats and boating� If you 
have a story you’d like to tell or an idea to propose, we’d like to hear about it� 
Please email aadams@kerrwil�com or duartsnow@kerrwil�com�

wallas.ca

R

For the dealer nearest to you

     

          Trotac Marine Ltd. 

          Toll free 1-866-287-6822 

          sales@trotac.ca

 Dt  Series Diesel Heaters

  Three new super quiet forced hot air diesel boat heaters.

Enjoy the peace and quiet of boating with Wallas heat on board.

  The Wallas line of diesel and kerosene heating units offer heating

options for boats ranging from 17 feet to 47 feet. 

You Should Feel The Heat...

           Not Hear It!

If Space is a Problem...

  Here’s a Solution!

85DU/270

800/220

                            You can prepare a meal, then

                            close the blower lid and the

                            cook top is now a hot air

                            cabin heater. Enjoy the warmth 

                            of up to 6500 btu’s of safe, quiet and

                            easy to use heat. Ideal for boats 

                            where space can be a issue.

 

Diesel Cook Top

  Cabin Heater

Kerosene

ENGEL COOLERS
BEAR RESISTANT

BEAR RESISTANT
YETI COOLERS

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

There are two Premium brands 
of coolers,Yeti and Engel.Long ice 
retention, quality throughout, heavy 
duty lid seals, sit on them, stand 
on them.They keep items cold in 
summer and items from freezing in 
winter. Many different sizes up to 
320 quart. We are the Canadian 
Wholesalers for both these top 
brands. We stock 20 different 
sizes and up to 2,000 coolers in 
Edmonton. Orders are shipped 
throughout Canada the same day 
they are received.

UK Products Canada Inc
16652-117 Avenue NW,  
Edmonton, AB. T5M 3W2 
Toll Free: 877-560-2350
P: 780-484-2350 F: 780-444-3989
www.underwaterkineticscanada.com

MODEL  OUTSIDE  WEIGHT
15 qt. Yeti  17 ½ x 12 3/8 x 12 ¼  10 lbs.
25 qt. Yeti  20 5/8 x 14 1/8 x 13 ½  15 lbs.
25 qt. Engel  20 ½ x 14 ¼ x 13.8  18 lbs.
35 qt. Yeti  21 x 15 ½ x 15 ½  17 lbs.
35 qt. Engel  24.4 x 14.8 x 15.1  22 lbs.
45 qt. Yeti  25 ½ x 15 ½ x 15 ½  22 lbs.
65 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 17 1/8 x 16 ¼  27 lbs.
65 qt. Engel  29.9 x 16.8 x 16 ½  28 lbs.
80 qt. Engel  34.8 x 16.8 x 17.6  33 lbs.
85 qt. Yeti  35 x 17 1/8 x 18  32 lbs.
105 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 19 x 19 ¾  33 lbs.
120 qt. Yeti  40 x 19 1/8 x 18  39 lbs.
123 qt. Engel  42 x 18.8 x 17.7  45 lbs.
155 qt. Yeti  44 x 19 1/8 x 21 ¼  45 lbs.
240 qt. Engel  51.8 x 22.2 x 21  68 lbs.
250 qt. Yeti  55 x 22 x 21 ¼  77 lbs.
320 qt. Engel  62 x 22.7 x 22.1  102 lbs.
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YACHT SALES & BROKERAGE

Jack Pady Marine

www.jackpadymarine.com

www.yachtworld.com/jackpadymarine

Penetanguishene, ON (705) 549-2628

Certified Marine Professionals

Jack Pady

705 529-1828

Gerry Zidner

705 333-0741

40 Albin 40 Trawler 1988   87,500

39 Bayliner 3988 MY 1995 124,900

39 Symbol 39 Sportfish 1988   75,000

38 Carver 380 Santego SE  1994   89,900

37 Hatteras 37 Convertible 1977 112,000

37 President 37 AC  Diesel 1987   69,900

36 Carver 36 Aft Cabin 1984   49,900

36 Trojan 36 Tri Cabin 1976   26,900

35 Cruisers 3570 Esprit 1995   69,000

34 Sea Ray 340 DA 2000   87,500

34 Sea Ray 340 Sedan B 1986   24,750

34 Sea Ray 340 Sedan B 1986   19,900

34 Carver 34 Santego FB 1989   69,900

34 Silverton 34C 1992   48,000

33 Prowler 9M Sunbridge 1990   29,900

32 Wellcraft 32 St. Tropez 1988   27,900    

32 Carver 3206 AC 1983   21,000 

32 Bayliner 3270 Sedan Bridge 1982   29,900

32 Carver 32 Aft Cabin 1987   29,900

32 Trojan F32 1978   29,900

31 Chaparral 310 Signature 2010 144,900

30 Carver 30 AC 1981   24,900   

30 Doral 300 Prestancia 1989   24,900

29 Regal 292 Commodore 1997   42,000

29 Formula 29 PC 1989   26,900

2006 Cruisers Inc. 415 Motor Yacht

T-D6 Volvo Diesel 370HP Inboards

$299,000

1988 Monk 36 Trawler

Perkins 135HP Direct Drives

$138,900

2001 Beneteau Oceanis 441

44HP Westerbeke Diesel Inboard

Full Sail Inventory

$165,000

2000 Sea Ray 400 Sundancer 

T-3116TA Caterpillar V-Drives

$174,500

2005 Silverton 38 Sport Bridge

T-8.1L EFI Crusaders 385HP Inboards

$199,000

1981 C & C 37

3HM Yanmar 30HP Diesel Inboard

Large Sail Inventory

$48,000

Look for Us to...

Buy or Sell

Professional Yacht Sales & Brokerage Team

Power and Sail

29 Campion 957 Victoria 1999   46,900

28 Sea Ray  280 DA 1989   29,000

28 Doral Prestancia 2005   89,000

28 Sea Ray 280 DA 2001   54,900

28 Bayliner 2850 1985   14,900   

27 Rinker 270 Fiesta Vee 2003   42,000

27 Regal 2765 Commodore 2004   69,900

27 Doral 27 Monticello 1989   22,900

26 Doral 260 Citation 1988   10,000

26 Rinker Fiesta Vee 260 1992   18,900

25 Larson Cabrio 254 1998   26,500

24 Limestone 24 Cuddy 2006   62,000

SAIL

39 Corbin 39 Aft Cockpit 1982   87,000

32 Irwin 32 1970   18,900

32 Ontario 32 1975   32,900

32 Contessa 32 1975   39,000

30 Ticon 30 1986   38,900

26 Nonsuch 26 1984   39,500

Your Georgian Bay Yacht Broker

Experience the Jack Pady Marine Difference

Boating

Ontario

Dealer

BOATING

Discover

OMOA

19,000 lbs

370 HP
8LV370Z with 
ZT370 sterndrive

19,000 lbs

370 HP
8LV370Z with 
ZT370 sterndrive

1 - 8 6 6 - 9 4 8 - 5 9 9 6
WWW.LANDSEAPOWER.COM

Visit our website or contact us to find a dealer in your area.

45 ft

45 knots

VC45
Yacht Tender

!

8LV370
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 PSYC Sailpast in 
Pendrell Sound.

By Katherine Stone

PENDRELL 
SOUND
Yacht Club
DEDICATED TO THE SERIOUS BUSINESS OF HAVING FUN IN 

ONE OF BC’S MOST ENTICING CRUISING HIDEAWAYS.

PENDRELL SOUND YC COULD 
JUST BE THE MOST UNIQUE YACHT 
CLUB ON THE PLANET. THEIR 
ANNUAL NEWSLETTERS WOULD 
GIVE JOHN MORRIS A RUN FOR 
HIS MONEY AND OUTDO THE 
GALLEY GUYS FOR THE CREATIV-
ITY OF THEIR RECIPES—FROM 
DRINK CONCOCTIONS TO ASIAN 
SALMON OR WHAT MEMBERS 
CONSIDER THE BEST CHOWDER 
ON THE PLANET.

The club’s most interesting 
Soundings newsletters include advice 
on all manner of things such as logging 
operations in Pendrell Sound, changes 
in the Canada Shipping Act relating 
to sewage discharge, safe shellfish 
harvesting, identifying various species 
of salmon, the village of Lund and how 
to open and store oysters, as well as a 
report from the Desperate Boatwives. 

But PSYC’s most unique character-
istic is likely the fact it meets only once 

a year—on the Saturday of the August 
long weekend in Pendrell Sound, British 
Columbia. The club came into being 
when a group of recreational boaters who 
shared a favourite gathering place near 
Desolation Sound wanted to get better 
acquainted with families who shared their 
love of the area. So Brian O’Sullivan, Jim 
Case and Fred Hofman hosted the first 
annual general meeting cocktail reception 
in 2005 aboard Komokwa, On-line and 
Delirium in Pendrell Sound.

YACHT CLUB PROFILE
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THE PLACE
Let me set the scene with a bit of 
history. From 1791 to 1795, Capt. 
George Vancouver explored Pacific 
waters in the ships Discovery and 
Chatham. Britain had her eye on 
Pacific North America, still hoping to 
find a passage across the continent, 
and Vancouver charted much of the 
13,500 miles of the BC coastline. 
His voyage was one of history’s great 
feats of maritime daring, scientific 
discovery, marine cartography and 
international diplomacy. (A great read 
is Madness, Betrayal and the Lash: 
The Epic Voyage of Captain George 
Vancouver by Stephen Bown). 

Vancouver named Desolation Sound 
in 1792 for its steep, dark forested 
shorelines, its silent waterways (and 
his own black mood at the time of his 

visit). Nestled among peaks that rise 
to 4,500’, the sound offers protected 
anchorages in coves, inlets, bays and 
sounds, and today it is one of the BC 
coast’s most popular cruising grounds.

The home of PSYC was identified 
in 1888 as “Pendril Sound” (at 50° 
15’ 05” N, 124° 43’ 25” W) in NW 
Coast of America Pilot, p.188. It almost 
bisects East Redonda Island, just north 
of Desolation Sound, and is entered 
off Waddington Channel, between 
Durham and Walter Points.

BC’s chief geographer reports that 
Pendrell Sound was “named after 
Alfred Penderill [sic] Waddington 
(1796-1872), who in 1862 established 
the mule trail from the head of Bute 
Inlet up the Homathko River into 
the Chilcotin, where it joins the 
Bentinck Arm-Alexandria trail. It was 

Waddington’s idea that the transconti-
nental railway should follow the mule 
trail to Bute Inlet, cross to Vancouver 
Island and terminate at Victoria.”

To put it into a clamshell, Pendrell 
Sound has the warmest waters on the 
BC coast, with temperatures reaching 
25° C (80° F) throughout the summer. 
There’s no need to visit the fish market 
because oysters (which, it is said, prac-
tically jump into your boat), mussels 
and prawns are in abundance, as are 
the recipes to prepare them a la PSYC. 
It has even been known for boaters 
to catch salmon—ask young Shane 
Sutherland, who landed a 28-lb red 
spring in the sound! With its tranquil, 
pristine waters and spectacular fjord-
like scenery, it is a favourite gathering 
place for West Coast cruisers. 

Are you hooked yet? If not, read on.

YACHT CLUB PROFILE

 Rafted and ready 
for the club’s one 
annual gathering.

1) Jimmy Buffet fans Maureen and Colleen are ready for fun. 2) Spectators for sailpast. 3) Heading off to sailpast. 4) George the Prawn King. 

1

2

3 4
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1-877-GR8-LOOP ext. 5040

www.GreatLoop.org

America’s Great Loop
Miles Away From Ordinary

RG ES A’ TAC  LI OR
E O

PM
A

 

CRUISERS’
ASSOCIATION

TM

See the everyday from a new perspective.
Explore America’s Great Loop, the 

continuous waterway that encompasses the
eastern portion of North America including

the Atlantic and Gulf Intracoastal
Waterways, the Great Lakes, the Canadian 

Heritage Canals, and the inland rivers of
America’s heartland.

View from
the
Corner Office
Along the
Great Loop

See At Night
Like Never Before
FLIR, the world leader in thermal imaging 
has two new additions to their fleet of 
best-in-class maritime thermal night vision 
camera systems:

•	The	M-324	provides	full	320	×	240	
resolution	thermal	night	vision	in	an	
affordable,	single-payload	system.	The	
popular	military-style	M-Series	gimbal	
is	fully	marinized	and	features	360°	
continuous	pan	and	+/-90°	tilt	for	seamless	
coverage	from	horizon	to	horizon.	

•	The	new	First	Mate	XP	handheld	thermal	
night	vision	camera	provides	full	320	×	
240	resolution	and	expanded	operating	
temperature	ranges	for	better	imaging	
performance	and	survivability.

FLIR Vision

Your Vision

Visit Our Showroom At

1628 Duranleau Street
Granville Island, B.C. V6H 3S4

604-688-2325
604-688-5162 fax • www.Roton.ca

Roton Pacific Yachting Ad 2010.indd   1 1/24/11   9:07 AM

Check out our 
new online store!

www.roton.cawww.roton.ca
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THE CLUB
The founding members of PSYC set out bylaws (few in 
number and likely to cause more club types to cringe) 
and duties of the officers: commodore, vice-commodore, 
rear commodore inter-vessel relations, and past com-
modore. According to founding member and “not yet 
appointed and probably never will be secretary-treasurer” 
Jim Case: “Those unsuspecting members who attend the 
PSYC annual event all have their names put in a hat and 
a reverse draw takes place so those lucky or unfortunate 
enough to be the last two in the hat are elected vice-
commodore and commodore respectively.

“For some level of governance and at least a smidgen of 
continuity, the rear commodore inter-vessel relations and 
the ‘not yet appointed and probably never will be secretary-
treasurer” seem to stay loosely associated with the executive 
of the day, as does founding member Brian O’Sullivan.” 

Besides setting out other frivolous and downright funny 
duties, the bylaws further state that, at the sole discretion of 
the executive, bylaws may be modified once per year to suit 
the executive of the day (because it is their duty to delegate 
the jobs they don’t want to do), and that no disciplinary action 
will be taken under Misconduct of a Member if the executive 
finds that the infringement occurred during happy hour. 

Yes, you guessed it: PSYC is a spoof on yacht clubs. 
Indeed, PSYC’s “only purpose and charter are to celebrate 
a love for one of the most magical boating destinations on 

YACHT CLUB PROFILE

 Palm trees in 
Pendrell Sound? 
Who knew?
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earth and keep the summer memory 
alive!” exclaims Case.  

Membership fees were originally 
set at $20 (to help pay for burgees 
and caps) and annual dues at $20 per 
member. Fee and dues were bumped 
to $30 to address the club’s sorry 
finances in 2010. Then-commodore 

Case reported the first financial state-
ment “from various scraps of paper, 
beer and wine-stained receipts, to the 
best of his recollection (which was 
not great), from what others have led 
him to believe, and generally whatever 
came to mind, when forced to sit 
down to do them.” 

From just 32 members from Canada 
and the US in 2007, the ranks have 
swollen to 79 registered vessels from 25 
to 130’ in length. The waiting list is six 
minutes, the time it takes to consume 
an alcoholic beverage, and candidates 
for membership must answer three 
out of five “very challenging ques-
tions.” The waiting list was brought 
into existence because, according to 
Case, “If our membership is allowed to 
continue to swell, we will be unable to 
host the GM in typical fashion (aboard 
several large yachts) and may be forced 
to utilize the beach at low tide.”

JUST FOR FUN
Worried about putting on a little too 
much poundage after a weekend of 
drinking and eating? Members have 
scouted local hiking trails, bike trails (a 
logging company built a road for biking 
which is highlighted in red on the satel-
lite map found at http://connect.garmin.
com/activity/16558536), and written 
articles on how to properly wake-surf 
and stand-up paddle.

The club’s annual sailpast is, of 
course, followed immediately by the 
annual general meeting cocktail recep-
tion. Prizes have been awarded for the 
past several years for the best-dressed 
and most creatively dressed ships. In 
2009, Commodore Julie Hofman and 
her crew of “slightly quirky yet smooth-
running shipmates” proclaimed that 
the sailpast would have a theme and it 
seemed only fitting that year to go with 
the “The Olympics,” followed by the 
“Pirates of Pendrell Sound in 2010,” 
and a visit to “Jimmy Buffet Land” in 
2011. Present Commodore Alix Bishop 
proclaimed a Hollywood theme for 
2012 and sunglasses were required.

Sound like your type of fun? 
Imagine, says Past Commodore 

David Cottrell, “A large group of 
ladies floating on their inflatable toys, 
favourite cocktails in hand, laughing 
and enjoying each other’s company. 
The guys are off in their tenders with 
a cooler of beer checking prawn traps, 
shooting the breeze, and diving in the 
water after each successful pull.” 

To find out more, you will just have 
to cruise up to Pendrell Sound next 
August long weekend and look for the 
cluster of  boats…doing a most serious 
job of having fun! 

YACHT CLUB PROFILE

canadian_yachting_hfpgisl_npy43_ad_0912_1.indd   1 12-08-07   1:07 PM
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Shelter logo

 

Shelter Island Marina & Boatyard - 6911 Graybar Road, Richmond BC, Canada. V6W 1H3
Ph: 604-270-6272   Fax: 604-273-6282   Toll Free 1-877-270-6272

Marina/Moorage Features
We have over 8,000 linear feet of 
fresh water moorage complete with 
telephone, water, laundry, wash-
rooms, cablevision and metered 
20, 30, and 50 amp power. Visit our 
Marina Hardware Store and Jimbo’s 
Café.

Boatyard features
With over 20 acres of space, there 
is plenty of room to do it yourself 
or hire one of the many contractors 
on site! Build your own shed or rent 
one of the various ones on site! As 
a Clean Marine BC Eco-Rated Ma-
rina, we ensure safe management 
practices to protect the environment.

70 Ton Travelift - 604-270-6272  -  ANNOUNCING 150 TON TRAVELIFT NOW UNDER  
THE MANAGEMENT OF SHELTER ISLAND MARINA

Travelifts
Shelter Island Marina boasts two of 
the largest travelifts on the pacific 
coast. the 70 ton travelift is capable 
of lifting vessels and pleasure craft 
up to 80 feet long with a beam of 19 
feet; while the 150 ton travelift can 
handle any vessel up to 120 feet 
long with a beam of 29 feet.

See the ever-growing list of our Outstanding Facilities at our website: www.shelterislandmarina.com

EVERY 6 MONTH PREPAID DRY STORAGE CONTRACT INCLUDES A FREE ROUNDTRIP TRAVELIFT*
EVERY ANNUAL PREPAID DRY STORAGE CONTRACT INCLUDES UP TO 3 FREE ROUNDTRIP TRAVELIFTS*

* S U B J E C T  TO  AVA I L A B I L I T Y
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SAFETY

 Occasionally and unpre-
dictably, conditions can grow 

significantly worse during 
the course of a race. Every 
crew should be prepared.

BC Sailing Leads the Way to  

SAFER RACING  

THE GOLDEN THREAD THAT LINKS 
THE AFTERMATH OF MOST OFFSHORE 
AND DISTANCE SAILING ACCIDENTS 
IS THE ABSENCE OF FORMAL SAFETY 
AND SURVIVAL TRAINING.

Despite the overwhelming body of 
evidence that supports that conclusion, 
North American sailors have been 
slow to embrace the idea that taking 
a course and learning how to right a 
capsized liferaft, proper tether and 
harness discipline, or how to retrieve a 
crew overboard from the water is just 
as important as investing time to teach 
how to tack without losing boat lengths. 

For racers it boils down to this: you 
cannot place if you don’t finish. 

We need to look no further than 
the number of recreational yachts 
that withdraw from distances races 
in heavy seas where formal training 
is either not available or crews do not 
think they need it. 

Magically, there are always 3 or 
4 boats in those fleets that carry on 
to cross the finish line no worse for 
wear. A closer examination of the 
finishers typically reveals a disciplined 
approach to formal and informal crew 
training for the routine and likely sce-
narios that play out in distance races 
the hallmark of which is self reliance 
and no outside help. This has proved 
to be true whether the race distance is 
either 300 or 3000 miles. 

The ISAF developed a model 

offshore safety curriculum as a response 
to numerous famous fatal sailing 
incidents including the 1979 Fastnet 
and the 1998 Sydney to Hobart ocean 
races. Those accident reports and 
others that continue to accumulate 
point to a lack of preparation and 
planning and the absence of a working 
knowledge of how to properly use safety 
equipment as factors in the outcomes. 
The purpose of the model curriculum is 
to provide a common baseline to deliver 
local offshore safety training under the 
national sailing authority. 

To that end, BC Sailing pioneered 
Canada’s first ISAF offshore safety 
certificate of competence train-
ing and reached a milestone April 
1st when its first-in-Canada “Offshore 
Personal Survival Course” turned 1 
year old. The course includes class-
room and practical sessions and topics 
covered include safety equipment, 
storm sails, weather forecasts, heavy 
weather, man overboard, emergency 
signals and communications. 

Practical sessions include inflating 
and using lifejackets and life rafts in a 
pool environment. Participants who suc-
cessfully complete the course receive a 
CYA-ISAF Approved Offshore Personal 
Survival Course certificate, valid for 
five years. The latest class included 
Americans coming to Canada to obtain 
a certification. To date 167 sailors 
have taken the course which is aims to 

better prepare sailors that are participat-
ing for distance and offshore races and 
passages to face the hazards extended 
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Instructor David Sutcliffe, veteran 
of the Sydney to Hobart ocean race 
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Productions for the Van Isle 360 Race 
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developed the course. More information 
about the course is available on the BC 
sailing homepage www.bcsailing.bc.ca. 

By Eric Hill
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Shelter Island Marina & Boatyard - 6911 Graybar Road, Richmond BC, Canada. V6W 1H3
Ph: 604-270-6272   Fax: 604-273-6282   Toll Free 1-877-270-6272

Marina/Moorage Features
We have over 8,000 linear feet of 
fresh water moorage complete with 
telephone, water, laundry, wash-
rooms, cablevision and metered 
20, 30, and 50 amp power. Visit our 
Marina Hardware Store and Jimbo’s 
Café.

Boatyard features
With over 20 acres of space, there 
is plenty of room to do it yourself 
or hire one of the many contractors 
on site! Build your own shed or rent 
one of the various ones on site! As 
a Clean Marine BC Eco-Rated Ma-
rina, we ensure safe management 
practices to protect the environment.

70 Ton Travelift - 604-270-6272  -  ANNOUNCING 150 TON TRAVELIFT NOW UNDER  
THE MANAGEMENT OF SHELTER ISLAND MARINA

Travelifts
Shelter Island Marina boasts two of 
the largest travelifts on the pacific 
coast. the 70 ton travelift is capable 
of lifting vessels and pleasure craft 
up to 80 feet long with a beam of 19 
feet; while the 150 ton travelift can 
handle any vessel up to 120 feet 
long with a beam of 29 feet.

See the ever-growing list of our Outstanding Facilities at our website: www.shelterislandmarina.com

EVERY 6 MONTH PREPAID DRY STORAGE CONTRACT INCLUDES A FREE ROUNDTRIP TRAVELIFT*
EVERY ANNUAL PREPAID DRY STORAGE CONTRACT INCLUDES UP TO 3 FREE ROUNDTRIP TRAVELIFTS*

* S U B J E C T  TO  AVA I L A B I L I T Y
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C o M p a n y

35 years of expertise  
in marine electrical

Meet & exceed 
strict international 

standards

Innovations in safety  
& stability

Large inventory for  
quick turnaround time

C a b l e S

Ultra flexible

Flame retardant

Cover different ranges  
of marine application

Transport Canada,  
USCG, ABS, UL, LR, BV, 

DNV approval

Made in the USA

a C C e S S o r i e S

Complete accessories  
for wiring needs

Superior quality for  
harsh environments

Prevention of  
electrical failure

Increased productivity  
& work safety

Take charge of your boating 
safety with Vertex Marine  

cable solutions.
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ccording to Jon Hakon Magnusson, ceo of
Iceland's kom Public Relations, this is going to
be a record year for tourism in Iceland as cruise
ships arrive with tens of thousands of visitors. The

main reason for this increase in visitors, he says, is that Iceland
is now considered to be a “cool place” to visit. And the volcanic
eruption in Eyjafjallalajökull was worth tens of millions of dol-
lars in promotion for this Mid-Atlantic nature paradise.

As a result, on June 18, four luxury cruise ships with 6,500
passengers docked at Reykjavik. One of the standard tourist
destinations in Iceland is the Golden Circle tour, featuring
Thingvellir, the location of the Althingi, the parliament
established by the Vikings in 930, Gullfoss, one of Iceland's
finest waterfalls, and Geysir, after whom all other spouting
hot springs are named. On June 18, said Jon Hakon, more
than 100 buses took most of the visitors on the Golden Circle
tour, creating almost total chaos.

Consider this. There are only 320,000 people in all of
Iceland. The population of Reykjavik, the capital and the
largest city, is 118,000. Jon Hakon said that 185 large luxury
cruise ships could visit Iceland in 2012. Now consider what
would happen if each tourist on each of those ships discarded
one disposable tissue, one plastic shopping bag, and one water
bottle outside of a recognized refuse container somewhere on
the island.

Yes, of course. Each tourist would say, accurately, “But I
only tossed one.” The next comment would be less accurate.

“It doesn't really matter.” And it wouldn't matter if one
tourist picked a rare plant, or walked across an ecologically
sensitive landscape. Or demanded immediate attention in a
restaurant because the family was on a tight schedule. Or
booked overnights at three different places, to ensure getting
the place the family wanted, knowing that the other two
reservations could simply be cancelled at the last minute.

Maybe I'm a little jaded because, in the late '80s, I had the
distinct displeasure of watching my little lakeside town, Ste-
Anne-de-Bellevue, become a cool tourist spot for boaters and
day trippers out of Montreal. The situation was nailed by a
friend as Jack and I were planning our move to Saskatchewan.
“The only thing you are going to miss is your nostalgic mem-
ories,” she said. “The town you think you will miss is gone.”

And so I wonder about Iceland as the luxury cruisers pull
in. And I worry – in the same way that I worry about our own
fragile eco-systems in the Thousand Islands and along the
Rideau Waterway, in the same way that I fret about the little
towns along the most popular routes.

As cruising tourists, do we think of ourselves as one boat,
one family, no big deal? Or do we see ourselves as part of a
swell of people, boats, garbage, descending on someone else's
town, on someone else's waterway, a lakeside park. Do we
consciously protect those towns, that waterway, that fragile
eco-system as carefully as we protect our own? And, if not,
why not? 

2

Joan Eyolfson Cadham, S, Editor-in-Chief
Saskatchewan Squadron

A

WINDSHIFTS

You don’t need to sail around the world to qualify. A four-day cruise in a 20-footer would be perfect story material. Do you have a favourite
weekend getaway that’s within comfortable cruising range of your marina? Worried that releasing the location of the secret spot will destroy
your bit of paradise? Then do what the editor of Port Hole did for years when she talked about visiting the island owned by the Hay family.
She misnamed the island. Photos? Boaters need to be wearing PFDs. Hats are good, too. Children on docks need to be wearing PFDs. We need
to set the example, visually as well as verbally. 

Send text and photos for Port Hole to Joan Eyolfson Cadham at theporthole@cps-ecp.ca

Photos should be sent by email or on CD as jpegs or tiffs. Please do not compress or downsize your photos when sending them. We need winter,
fall, summer, and spring waterscapes from ALL regions of Canada. 

Port Hole needs your cruising stories
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my first column in Port Hole after being
elected as Chief Commander at the 2011
Annual General Meeting in Halifax, I wrote
about how the world and cps had changed

since I joined cps and some of the challenges that we face
as an organization. In the June 2012 issue of Port Hole
our National Executive Officer, Joe Gatfield, spoke of
change and some of the changes that are taking place in
cps-ecp. A lot has happened in the last year. We have
implemented change, faced challenges and ventured into
the online education world with our Online pcoc Course
(www.cps-ecp.ca/pcoc). Let’s take a few minutes to review
some of the major accomplishments of the last year and
some of the challenges we still face.

We launched our English Online pcoc Course, Boating
Basics, in early January. Public interest in this course has
been building steadily and we are meeting or exceeding
our projected student numbers on a monthly basis. Over
81% of those who have successfully completed the course
are opting into cps Associate membership. A process is in
place to assign these new members to a Squadron and the
Squadron receives the first year Squadron dues. When
these people opt into cps membership we must strive to
engage them, encourage them to continue their boating
education, and make them part of the cps family.

The Boating Course is being replaced by two new
courses. Boating Basics, our pcoc course, and Boating
Essentials, which builds on the knowledge and skills learned
in the Boating Basics course. The Boating Essentials course
opens up a whole new market to cps; people who already
have a pcoc and want to continue their boating education.
We must promote the advantages of continuing boating
education to the many pcoc holders out there.

One of the unplanned changes and one of our chal-
lenges was the resignation of our Executive Director,
Alain Brière, in April to return to the high technology
sector. Alain was a key contributor in the implementation
of the Web Based Administration System (wbas) and to
the new Online pcoc course. Alain worked hard and was
dedicated to cps during his tenure as Executive Director

and we wish him all the best in the future. An executive
search firm, Amrop Knightsbridge, has been retained to
assist cps with the search for a new Executive Director.
This process is well underway and we expect to have a new
Executive Director in place by the time you are reading this.

One of the challenges we faced this year was our finan-
cial performance. cps has had a deficit in two of the last
three years and based on financial results to date we are
looking at yet another deficit in the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2012. As a result, we have also seen a reduction
in the assets of cps. While we could sustain these deficits
for a few years, prudent financial management says we
must stem the flow of red ink and start to rebuild our
assets to ensure the future financial health of cps. The
budget exercise this year was very difficult with cuts
being made in most departments. The budget presented
and approved by the Governing Board at the June meet-
ing is the first step in the process of rebuilding our finan-
cial base for the future. The budget, as approved by the
Governing Board, includes a national dues increase of
five dollars per member. A motion will be presented to
the members at the National agm in Edmonton in
October to approve the dues increase. This increase is a
key item in the process to balance our budget and rebuild
the financial health of cps. If you have any questions or
concerns about the proposed dues increase you should
address these to your District Commander or the
National Treasurer.

In 2013 cps will celebrate our 75th anniversary. We
have had a very successful 75 years. From a small group of
people in Windsor, Ontario in 1938 we have grown to a
national organization with members and Squadrons from
coast to coast to coast. For cps to continue to grow and
flourish we must embrace change without losing sight of
our history and traditions. The success of cps does not
depend on one person or a few people. It depends on all
of us, at all levels working together to meet the challenges
and seizing the opportunities to make cps successful in
the years ahead. 

Richard Bee AP, Chief Commander,
Newmarket Squadron

In

ONTHEBRIDGE

Changes, Challenges and Accomplishments
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be a record year for tourism in Iceland as cruise
ships arrive with tens of thousands of visitors. The

main reason for this increase in visitors, he says, is that Iceland
is now considered to be a “cool place” to visit. And the volcanic
eruption in Eyjafjallalajökull was worth tens of millions of dol-
lars in promotion for this Mid-Atlantic nature paradise.

As a result, on June 18, four luxury cruise ships with 6,500
passengers docked at Reykjavik. One of the standard tourist
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Thingvellir, the location of the Althingi, the parliament
established by the Vikings in 930, Gullfoss, one of Iceland's
finest waterfalls, and Geysir, after whom all other spouting
hot springs are named. On June 18, said Jon Hakon, more
than 100 buses took most of the visitors on the Golden Circle
tour, creating almost total chaos.

Consider this. There are only 320,000 people in all of
Iceland. The population of Reykjavik, the capital and the
largest city, is 118,000. Jon Hakon said that 185 large luxury
cruise ships could visit Iceland in 2012. Now consider what
would happen if each tourist on each of those ships discarded
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bottle outside of a recognized refuse container somewhere on
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only tossed one.” The next comment would be less accurate.

“It doesn't really matter.” And it wouldn't matter if one
tourist picked a rare plant, or walked across an ecologically
sensitive landscape. Or demanded immediate attention in a
restaurant because the family was on a tight schedule. Or
booked overnights at three different places, to ensure getting
the place the family wanted, knowing that the other two
reservations could simply be cancelled at the last minute.

Maybe I'm a little jaded because, in the late '80s, I had the
distinct displeasure of watching my little lakeside town, Ste-
Anne-de-Bellevue, become a cool tourist spot for boaters and
day trippers out of Montreal. The situation was nailed by a
friend as Jack and I were planning our move to Saskatchewan.
“The only thing you are going to miss is your nostalgic mem-
ories,” she said. “The town you think you will miss is gone.”

And so I wonder about Iceland as the luxury cruisers pull
in. And I worry – in the same way that I worry about our own
fragile eco-systems in the Thousand Islands and along the
Rideau Waterway, in the same way that I fret about the little
towns along the most popular routes.

As cruising tourists, do we think of ourselves as one boat,
one family, no big deal? Or do we see ourselves as part of a
swell of people, boats, garbage, descending on someone else's
town, on someone else's waterway, a lakeside park. Do we
consciously protect those towns, that waterway, that fragile
eco-system as carefully as we protect our own? And, if not,
why not? 
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You don’t need to sail around the world to qualify. A four-day cruise in a 20-footer would be perfect story material. Do you have a favourite
weekend getaway that’s within comfortable cruising range of your marina? Worried that releasing the location of the secret spot will destroy
your bit of paradise? Then do what the editor of Port Hole did for years when she talked about visiting the island owned by the Hay family.
She misnamed the island. Photos? Boaters need to be wearing PFDs. Hats are good, too. Children on docks need to be wearing PFDs. We need
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my first column in Port Hole after being
elected as Chief Commander at the 2011
Annual General Meeting in Halifax, I wrote
about how the world and cps had changed

since I joined cps and some of the challenges that we face
as an organization. In the June 2012 issue of Port Hole
our National Executive Officer, Joe Gatfield, spoke of
change and some of the changes that are taking place in
cps-ecp. A lot has happened in the last year. We have
implemented change, faced challenges and ventured into
the online education world with our Online pcoc Course
(www.cps-ecp.ca/pcoc). Let’s take a few minutes to review
some of the major accomplishments of the last year and
some of the challenges we still face.

We launched our English Online pcoc Course, Boating
Basics, in early January. Public interest in this course has
been building steadily and we are meeting or exceeding
our projected student numbers on a monthly basis. Over
81% of those who have successfully completed the course
are opting into cps Associate membership. A process is in
place to assign these new members to a Squadron and the
Squadron receives the first year Squadron dues. When
these people opt into cps membership we must strive to
engage them, encourage them to continue their boating
education, and make them part of the cps family.

The Boating Course is being replaced by two new
courses. Boating Basics, our pcoc course, and Boating
Essentials, which builds on the knowledge and skills learned
in the Boating Basics course. The Boating Essentials course
opens up a whole new market to cps; people who already
have a pcoc and want to continue their boating education.
We must promote the advantages of continuing boating
education to the many pcoc holders out there.

One of the unplanned changes and one of our chal-
lenges was the resignation of our Executive Director,
Alain Brière, in April to return to the high technology
sector. Alain was a key contributor in the implementation
of the Web Based Administration System (wbas) and to
the new Online pcoc course. Alain worked hard and was
dedicated to cps during his tenure as Executive Director

and we wish him all the best in the future. An executive
search firm, Amrop Knightsbridge, has been retained to
assist cps with the search for a new Executive Director.
This process is well underway and we expect to have a new
Executive Director in place by the time you are reading this.

One of the challenges we faced this year was our finan-
cial performance. cps has had a deficit in two of the last
three years and based on financial results to date we are
looking at yet another deficit in the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2012. As a result, we have also seen a reduction
in the assets of cps. While we could sustain these deficits
for a few years, prudent financial management says we
must stem the flow of red ink and start to rebuild our
assets to ensure the future financial health of cps. The
budget exercise this year was very difficult with cuts
being made in most departments. The budget presented
and approved by the Governing Board at the June meet-
ing is the first step in the process of rebuilding our finan-
cial base for the future. The budget, as approved by the
Governing Board, includes a national dues increase of
five dollars per member. A motion will be presented to
the members at the National agm in Edmonton in
October to approve the dues increase. This increase is a
key item in the process to balance our budget and rebuild
the financial health of cps. If you have any questions or
concerns about the proposed dues increase you should
address these to your District Commander or the
National Treasurer.

In 2013 cps will celebrate our 75th anniversary. We
have had a very successful 75 years. From a small group of
people in Windsor, Ontario in 1938 we have grown to a
national organization with members and Squadrons from
coast to coast to coast. For cps to continue to grow and
flourish we must embrace change without losing sight of
our history and traditions. The success of cps does not
depend on one person or a few people. It depends on all
of us, at all levels working together to meet the challenges
and seizing the opportunities to make cps successful in
the years ahead. 

Richard Bee AP, Chief Commander,
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I was very interested to read Tony Gardiner's article on VHF/DSC radios in the recent
Canadian Yachting (June 2012). I have a question about Group calling that I’ve not been
able to answer. 

Let’s assume that a group gets a group number. And all the members put this number in
their radios. I realize that one member must be authorized to apply for the number. Now
suppose that a member wishes to make an announcement to the group.

Presumably they pick a working channel, access the group MMSI number stored in their
radio, and send this out. Again I presume that all members within range and with radios
ON will hear a ringing tone. 

Is this the same tone as for an individual calling? Next, each group member may (or may
not) see from their display that it is the group number, and maybe group name calling? If
each of the members hit their transmit buttons, does their radio flip to the selected work-
ing channel? Most important, would they say anything? If so, would the initial sender be
swamped with acknowledgements and comments? What would be the protocol for each
member of a group who hears the call? At what point would the caller assume that most
members in range had “answered” and the caller could now make an announcement?

I’d really appreciate any guidance as all I get are blank stares when I try to ask.

Many thanks,
Tom OFlaherty

For the original article (“Your VHF/DSC radio – a powerhouse”) and
response to this question, visit our new blog at cpsboat.wordpress.com  

MAILCALL theporthole@cps-ecp.ca

CALL FOR PHOTOS
In honour of our upcoming 75th anniversary, please
submit your boating photos, old or new. Your first boat,
or your latest. Family trips or long cruises. Regattas or
rendez-vous. Boats flying the CPS flag are even better! 

Send submissions to theporthole@cps-ecp.ca

Don Cruickshank, JN
The final version of Port Hole, the one that readers see, is the result of hours of
work by our proofreaders. We at Port Hole will sadly miss the ministrations of Don
Cruickshank, who among his other roles within CPS, and life itself, had a passion
for punctuation and correct English, tinged with a sense of humour that led to this
ad, in the Brockville Squadron newsletter, a job description that could have applied
to Don himself.

Don passed away suddenly on May 20, 2012.

* WANTED * TALENTED OR NOVICE /ASPIRING WRITER - ILLUSTRATOR - ARTIST *
to work ridiculous hours in a voluntary capacity with the Squadron Newsletter Editor on the 
creation of sparkling text and illustrations for Squadron publications, advertising and other
printed material. (Gruelling Hours, Pitiful Remuneration...like, none! But...Immense
Satisfaction. Candidates should know good grammar, spelling and stuff and be computer lit-
erate and equipped. (P.S. And have a sense of humour!)
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By the time this column is published, the Summer 
of 2012 will be a fading memory. I’m sure most Ontarians
won’t soon forget the record-setting heat and months-
long dry spell. As I write this, part way through July, we
haven’t seen rain in weeks. Water levels in our lakes are
dwindling. The normally raging rapids near our cottage
look more like a slow trickle from a garden hose. What
else stands out in your memories of the summer past? It’s
funny how the countless evening cruises and fishing trips
seem to blend together, but every now and then there is a
special moment that is a little more memorable. 
For instance, I set a goal last year to circumnavigate Lake
Kashwakamak near our cottage in the Land O’Lakes. With
a full tank of gas in the Family Truckster (our trusty Sunray
Kingfisher), a few water bottles, a map, and our dog, we
set out. Kashwakamak is one of the largest lakes in the
area at 15km long, with 65km of shoreline, and an aver-
age depth of 27 feet. There are 450 cottages and a num-
ber of lodges on shore, but there is also a tremendous
abundance of crown land, so it truly does look untouched
in places.
After a brief warm-up the 15hp Johnson 4 stroke had us
on plane, and I backed the throttle down to a comfortable
cruising RPM. We were soon out of the familiar west end
of the lake, through the narrows, and heading towards
the east. Shortly before Brown’s Bay on the north side is a
large rock wall, seemingly out of place, with a colourful
collection of graffiti. Last year we almost got this far, when
we only had a 6HP motor clamped on the transom, and it
took all day. I pointed the bow into the west entrance to
Brown’s Bay, a small passage with crown land campsites
on either side. There was a beautiful bowrider moored just

off one of the sites, with PFD-clad children swimming to
shore, then swinging out on a well-used rope tied to a
large cedar bough, and splashing into the water. We
slipped past at idle speed, and once through the passage-
way we were back at cruising speed for a tour around the
bay, past one of our favourite public boat launches (with
adjoining crown land campsite) and out the east side, back
on course. Now we were in totally unfamiliar territory.
After a while we passed Smith’s Bay on the north, and
shortly after Fernleigh Lodge. It is a popular summertime
retreat with unique charm – from the water it looks like it
is set back in time with its quaint log cabins set over a
sprawling manicured property. Soon after Fernleigh there
is a local pilot’s beautiful Cessna on floats, bobbing at a
dock. A little further along we pulled out the map and
found the opening to the eastern-most channel in the
lake, past Twin Oaks Lodge (with its perfectly picturesque
boathouse and colourful chairs) and finally to the end of
the lake where the water passes over a dam into the
Mississippi River. By canoe it is possible to get to Ottawa
from here. On the way back we stuck to the opposite
shore, soaking up the rays and people-watching. We took
the less-travelled southern set of narrows and cruised
around the west arm of the lake, past Woodcrest Trailer
Park, with its large docks and beachfront snack bar, and
finally past Aragain Lodge, another beautifully kept resort,
before returning the boat to its trailer and heading home.
In total we were gone three hours, including a stop for
fishing, but I fulfilled a goal and, in thanks due to the per-
fect weather, have a great boating memory from the 
summer of 2012.

JET SET
Bradley Schmidt
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I was very interested to read Tony Gardiner's article on VHF/DSC radios in the recent
Canadian Yachting (June 2012). I have a question about Group calling that I’ve not been
able to answer. 

Let’s assume that a group gets a group number. And all the members put this number in
their radios. I realize that one member must be authorized to apply for the number. Now
suppose that a member wishes to make an announcement to the group.

Presumably they pick a working channel, access the group MMSI number stored in their
radio, and send this out. Again I presume that all members within range and with radios
ON will hear a ringing tone. 

Is this the same tone as for an individual calling? Next, each group member may (or may
not) see from their display that it is the group number, and maybe group name calling? If
each of the members hit their transmit buttons, does their radio flip to the selected work-
ing channel? Most important, would they say anything? If so, would the initial sender be
swamped with acknowledgements and comments? What would be the protocol for each
member of a group who hears the call? At what point would the caller assume that most
members in range had “answered” and the caller could now make an announcement?

I’d really appreciate any guidance as all I get are blank stares when I try to ask.

Many thanks,
Tom OFlaherty

For the original article (“Your VHF/DSC radio – a powerhouse”) and
response to this question, visit our new blog at cpsboat.wordpress.com  

MAILCALL theporthole@cps-ecp.ca

CALL FOR PHOTOS
In honour of our upcoming 75th anniversary, please
submit your boating photos, old or new. Your first boat,
or your latest. Family trips or long cruises. Regattas or
rendez-vous. Boats flying the CPS flag are even better! 

Send submissions to theporthole@cps-ecp.ca

Don Cruickshank, JN
The final version of Port Hole, the one that readers see, is the result of hours of
work by our proofreaders. We at Port Hole will sadly miss the ministrations of Don
Cruickshank, who among his other roles within CPS, and life itself, had a passion
for punctuation and correct English, tinged with a sense of humour that led to this
ad, in the Brockville Squadron newsletter, a job description that could have applied
to Don himself.

Don passed away suddenly on May 20, 2012.

* WANTED * TALENTED OR NOVICE /ASPIRING WRITER - ILLUSTRATOR - ARTIST *
to work ridiculous hours in a voluntary capacity with the Squadron Newsletter Editor on the 
creation of sparkling text and illustrations for Squadron publications, advertising and other
printed material. (Gruelling Hours, Pitiful Remuneration...like, none! But...Immense
Satisfaction. Candidates should know good grammar, spelling and stuff and be computer lit-
erate and equipped. (P.S. And have a sense of humour!)
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By the time this column is published, the Summer 
of 2012 will be a fading memory. I’m sure most Ontarians
won’t soon forget the record-setting heat and months-
long dry spell. As I write this, part way through July, we
haven’t seen rain in weeks. Water levels in our lakes are
dwindling. The normally raging rapids near our cottage
look more like a slow trickle from a garden hose. What
else stands out in your memories of the summer past? It’s
funny how the countless evening cruises and fishing trips
seem to blend together, but every now and then there is a
special moment that is a little more memorable. 
For instance, I set a goal last year to circumnavigate Lake
Kashwakamak near our cottage in the Land O’Lakes. With
a full tank of gas in the Family Truckster (our trusty Sunray
Kingfisher), a few water bottles, a map, and our dog, we
set out. Kashwakamak is one of the largest lakes in the
area at 15km long, with 65km of shoreline, and an aver-
age depth of 27 feet. There are 450 cottages and a num-
ber of lodges on shore, but there is also a tremendous
abundance of crown land, so it truly does look untouched
in places.
After a brief warm-up the 15hp Johnson 4 stroke had us
on plane, and I backed the throttle down to a comfortable
cruising RPM. We were soon out of the familiar west end
of the lake, through the narrows, and heading towards
the east. Shortly before Brown’s Bay on the north side is a
large rock wall, seemingly out of place, with a colourful
collection of graffiti. Last year we almost got this far, when
we only had a 6HP motor clamped on the transom, and it
took all day. I pointed the bow into the west entrance to
Brown’s Bay, a small passage with crown land campsites
on either side. There was a beautiful bowrider moored just

off one of the sites, with PFD-clad children swimming to
shore, then swinging out on a well-used rope tied to a
large cedar bough, and splashing into the water. We
slipped past at idle speed, and once through the passage-
way we were back at cruising speed for a tour around the
bay, past one of our favourite public boat launches (with
adjoining crown land campsite) and out the east side, back
on course. Now we were in totally unfamiliar territory.
After a while we passed Smith’s Bay on the north, and
shortly after Fernleigh Lodge. It is a popular summertime
retreat with unique charm – from the water it looks like it
is set back in time with its quaint log cabins set over a
sprawling manicured property. Soon after Fernleigh there
is a local pilot’s beautiful Cessna on floats, bobbing at a
dock. A little further along we pulled out the map and
found the opening to the eastern-most channel in the
lake, past Twin Oaks Lodge (with its perfectly picturesque
boathouse and colourful chairs) and finally to the end of
the lake where the water passes over a dam into the
Mississippi River. By canoe it is possible to get to Ottawa
from here. On the way back we stuck to the opposite
shore, soaking up the rays and people-watching. We took
the less-travelled southern set of narrows and cruised
around the west arm of the lake, past Woodcrest Trailer
Park, with its large docks and beachfront snack bar, and
finally past Aragain Lodge, another beautifully kept resort,
before returning the boat to its trailer and heading home.
In total we were gone three hours, including a stop for
fishing, but I fulfilled a goal and, in thanks due to the per-
fect weather, have a great boating memory from the 
summer of 2012.

JET SET
Bradley Schmidt
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It was a lovely day to begin the weekend and maybe
distribute some pamphlets about protecting Loons, a warm,
sunny day with a light southwest wind. The barometer was

steady at 1003 and the humidity 44%, perfect. As we left the
marina heading slowly for the outside speed buoy, a large pon-
toon boat with a huge outboard passed us a boat length away
“with the hammer down”. One of our guests fell and seriously
banged her knee against the combing. Later, in the main chan-
nel, as we cruised at 10 kts toward our anchorage for the day, a
42’ fast twin-screw cruiser passed us to port only 15 yards away
doing at least 20+kts and throwing a 4’ wash. We held on for
our lives. The skipper of the big cruiser waved cheerfully. He
was flying a CPS-ECP flag. 

Later that day, we observed a speed boat towing a water
skier come within less than a boat length of four boats rafted
together in our quiet bay. And to end our day, as we slowed to
enter our marina, we were met by a boat charging out of the
marina towing a fun-ring with three screaming kids “faster
daddy, faster”. We gratefully secured at our home berth. We
had survived another day on Big Rideau Lake.

In spite of PCOCs and boating courses, nothing much has
changed. During the last six seasons, logging an average of 110
hours each year, my wife and I have piloted Surprise, our 22’
diesel-powered Rosborough Sea Skiff, on the Rideau Canal
between Jones Falls and Merrickville. We have seen no reduc-
tion in the level of thoughtless and often dangerous behaviour. 

What is the point of passing a test that proves that you can
correctly answer questions about safety and rules of the road if
you ignore the material you studied? Can you handle your boat
safely? Do you carefully keep a good watch? Do you understand
your responsibility as the skipper of your craft? 

Sue and I have been boaters for more than 60 years, “sail
and steam”. In the '90s, we chartered an Aloha 28 and 34 in the
North Channel and Georgian Bay, then owned a 24’ Shark,
Gallant, on Lake Memphremagog. For many years before that,
we sailed out of the Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club in
Montreal, aboard a 37’ D Class Auxiliary, Althea, and an
Olympic Star 24, Vega. In all those years we never experienced
the high level of careless and potentially dangerous behaviour
on the water that we have in our last few seasons.

Why are so many boaters operating their craft so thought-
lessly and dangerously? Many boaters want speed and more
speed, even if the lake or canal is just not suited to it. Perhaps

many skippers see themselves starring in a new episode of
Miami Vice or towing a gaggle of grateful laughing kids just like
the ads on TV. The faster, the better.

Apart from the speed itself, it is all about your wake.
Especially when overtaking another boat. In our experience the
one rule of the road most often ignored is “the overtaking ves-
sel shall stand clear”. It is becoming the norm for an overtak-
ing boat to streak by too close, full of carefree waving people
making no attempt to worry about what their wake will do to
the slowpoke they’ve just passed. They do not care. Maybe,
being charitable, they don’t know any better.

Download the brochure at www.rideaufriends.com/loonaware

Do we practise what we teach?
Dennis Dwyer, Perth, ON
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“ A Rideau treasure is the loon with its beautiful plumage and haunt-
ing calls. Loons make much of the Rideau, their summer home and
nesting area. Loon chicks hatch in late June which coincides with the
start of the busy boating season. Loon awareness and responsible
watercraft use will help reduce conflicts that can occur between boaters
and loons” ( from “Be Loon Aware” a pamphlet from the Friends of
the Rideau )

What an unequal “conflict”. The loons always lose. And
why is there a conflict anyway? I know the answer – it is because
boaters, from personal watercraft all the way to 50’ cruisers, are
not “Loon Aware” and many of them make no attempt to
REDUCE SPEED and try to avoid coming TOO CLOSE to
these beautiful birds. 

Loons nest right by the water. This habit allows for easy
access and quick escape. Their preferred nesting place is on
islands. However, these locations make the loon nests extreme-
ly sensitive to water level fluctuations which can either sub-
merge nests or leave them too high and dry.

For the last five years a few local members of CPS-ECP
have made a point of passing out the pamphlets prepared by
“Friends of the Rideau” in the hopes that boaters will care
enough to slow down and give our loons and their new young a
wide berth. (See “Loons and Wakes”, Port Hole, Spring 2009, page 17)

Boats can easily kill chicks because when boats and personal
watercraft come close ( to take pictures? ) the parents leave their
chicks to defend their territory and the chicks cannot yet dive
and can be drowned by a wake or be run over. During their first
few weeks of life, right in “high season” for boaters, the chicks
are often moved by their parents to open water away from the
shoreline to avoid their natural predators. 
Yes, in the main channel, you will encounter loons with a chick
on their backs, and later loons with a few chicks in tow. All
boats, but especially personal watercraft who love to jump
wakes of big boats and fast boats towing water skiers, can really
cause harm to the loons. It is a confrontation loons always 
lose. Since loons have only one or two chicks per year, every 
chick counts. 

When I have been visiting lock stations and marinas I’ve
often been thanked for giving out these pamphlets as many peo-
ple are not yet aware of how fragile these chicks are and how a
careless act can kill them.

If you want a pamphlet in either French or English, please
e-mail info@rideaufriends.com or call Friends of the Rideau at
(613) 283-5810. Oh, and get enough to be sure to circulate
them in your squadron. 

Saving the Rideau loons, an update
Dennis Dwyer, Perth, ON
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Welcome to the wonderful world of teaching and learning online, in a web-based environ-
ment. The mission of Integrated Learning Online is to use educational technologies in order
to effectively enhance student learning, either in a regular classroom or in a virtual classroom
(Web Conferencing).

This is not new technology, but because we have been slow to embrace it, we are at risk
of being left behind. This method of teaching will augment, not substitute, the classroom.
This technology allows me to reach out to the many students who are not able to attend
scheduled classes, because they are not near a squadron, they travel for work or, for one 
reason or another, cannot attend class. 

If any squadron is approached by a student who wishes to take the class using 
this method, I ask that you accept and assist them. Direct any questions to me at
scottyh.cpss@eastlink.ca 

At present, I teach the full Boating Course in a Web Conferencing Room (virtual class-
room), from Ontario across to Newfoundland. I’ve even had queries from out west. Of the 
20 or so students so far, two students have obtained 100% and the rest are averaging in the
90s. I definitely feel, because of the system, that this course and method of teaching has 
advantages over the regular classroom.

ONLINE_LEARNING
Scotty Hayward, Alderney Squadron

8
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It all began in Sept. 2008, when we were
faced with the problem of teaching out-
side our Metro area, namely the rest of
Nova Scotia.

I then went to the IT people at
Dalhousie University, NS for some
answers. A little over an hour later, and
with most of the info going straight over
my head, we had space on their servers.
This seemed a logical approach, as near-
ly all schools educate, ‘online.’ All I had
to do was arrange and build the site.

Over the next three months and with
a great deal of help, support and guidance
from Phil O’Hara, the Assistant Director
of Online Learning at Dal, and the IT
staff, the site started to come together.
Over the summer, I even attended a
number of classes that taught me many
aspects of the system.

The site was going to be a combi-
nation of:
1– information contained in our course

material
2- the information obtained behind icons

on the home page (Blackboard Learn-
ing System) 

3- a link into another program (Wimba
Classroom), which is a Web Conferencing
Room (virtual classroom), where we all
get together, talk to each other, watch
PowerPoint presentations and, with the
use of a Wacom tablet, I scribble, draw
and explain, directly onto the slides.
There is also the capability of using web-
cams for a more personal touch.

All these classes can be recorded and
replayed, so that students can go back at
any time to review all the classes that
have been completed. Each class title is 
a link that appears once the class 
is complete.

To begin, all students are assigned an
ID name and password, whereby they go
to Dal’s website and log in. I control who
and when anyone can get in. Once the
course is complete, access can be denied.
Students within Nova Scotia have easy
access to me and students outside Nova
Scotia are assigned to their local squadron.
Most squadrons have been helpful, as they
only need to mentor the student, if need-

ed, and then administer the final exam and
the student becomes theirs.
When the student enters the Home Page,
they have tabs to the course curriculum, a
calendar, announcements and all the
icons on the page itself that contain
course material and instructions. There is
one tab that alphabetically lists all the
web sites mentioned throughout the
course. As well, there are actual links to
those web sites, so they just need to click
on them.

On the Home Page, there are two
icons side by side for each week, one icon
for that week’s work and one icon for that
week’s homework. All of the icons are
hidden and each week, I show the icons
for the next week, so that the icons
appear only week by week. The icons and
the information can be set to ‘selective
release’, so that they are pre-organized
ahead of time to show at certain dates.
Each icon will tell the student what the
class is and what they need. The home-
work icon will explain homework to do,
what to read and what to do for the next
week. There are a number of programs
that can test the students and keep track
of results.

There are four more icons at the top
of the page for specific purposes. One is 
a link into the classroom; another is to
access a number of extra practice cruises;
a third allows extra homework in the
TVMDC and 60D=ST; and finally one
icon contains articles of extra knowledge
that might be useful to the student in 
the future.

Most homework is sent home by
email with answers coming back by reply.
Each lesson, each week, is taught person-
ally by the instructor and allows any
guest from anywhere in the world to log
in and participate, by either mic and
headphone or just by telephone.

This system allows me to teach a
number of students at the same time, just
like a regular class. Of course, this
Boating Course can be accessed from any
computer, anywhere in the world, as long
as you can log on, meaning a student
never misses a class. If anything is missed,

the student can replay that particular
night’s lesson in the archives and also log
into the classroom with me at any time
we prearrange, to catch up, all without
leaving our homes. 

This system has allowed students to
be away and still log in and participate. I
had one student on holiday in Mexico who
logged in while lounging on the beach.
Another student was only able to attend
the first class due to family commitments,
but he was able to log in from his new
location out west. Most of my students
have been on the road, but because of the
system, were able to attend classes.

Without this system, the students
would never have been able to take
the Boating Course and would never
have obtained the valuable information 
we teach. 

I would like to thank Phil O’Hara
and the IT staff at Dalhousie University
for their help, patience and generosity, 
in allowing us to make this great oppor-
tunity available.

I hope more people will see where
this is going and jump ‘onboard’. Ask me
what course is next. Stay tuned. 

9

[Scotty’s] detailed knowledge of “all things
boating” and his natural teaching abilities
made for an exciting course. He became a
friend to all of us in the course, and what
better way to learn than from a friend.
Kim MacNeil, Kentville, NS

This was a very informative course and
one that has given me the knowledge,
skills and comfort level to be more relaxed
on our boat. Thanks to the Canadian
Power and Sail Squadrons, I have more
skills and ability to help me be safer on
the water.
Damien Morrissey, Corner Brook, NL

My personal grade was 91%! There were
other Classmates with higher scores!
Don McGowan, Oakville, Ontario

Testimonials for the CPS
Virtual Classroom Course
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course material and instructions. There is
one tab that alphabetically lists all the
web sites mentioned throughout the
course. As well, there are actual links to
those web sites, so they just need to click
on them.
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for that week’s work and one icon for that
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guest from anywhere in the world to log
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headphone or just by telephone.
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like a regular class. Of course, this
Boating Course can be accessed from any
computer, anywhere in the world, as long
as you can log on, meaning a student
never misses a class. If anything is missed,

the student can replay that particular
night’s lesson in the archives and also log
into the classroom with me at any time
we prearrange, to catch up, all without
leaving our homes. 

This system has allowed students to
be away and still log in and participate. I
had one student on holiday in Mexico who
logged in while lounging on the beach.
Another student was only able to attend
the first class due to family commitments,
but he was able to log in from his new
location out west. Most of my students
have been on the road, but because of the
system, were able to attend classes.

Without this system, the students
would never have been able to take
the Boating Course and would never
have obtained the valuable information 
we teach. 

I would like to thank Phil O’Hara
and the IT staff at Dalhousie University
for their help, patience and generosity, 
in allowing us to make this great oppor-
tunity available.

I hope more people will see where
this is going and jump ‘onboard’. Ask me
what course is next. Stay tuned. 
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[Scotty’s] detailed knowledge of “all things
boating” and his natural teaching abilities
made for an exciting course. He became a
friend to all of us in the course, and what
better way to learn than from a friend.
Kim MacNeil, Kentville, NS

This was a very informative course and
one that has given me the knowledge,
skills and comfort level to be more relaxed
on our boat. Thanks to the Canadian
Power and Sail Squadrons, I have more
skills and ability to help me be safer on
the water.
Damien Morrissey, Corner Brook, NL

My personal grade was 91%! There were
other Classmates with higher scores!
Don McGowan, Oakville, Ontario

Testimonials for the CPS
Virtual Classroom Course
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We had an interesting experience selling our boat this
spring. This was a salty boat we brought up from
Florida, not wanting to put money into another one up

here. Interest was non-existent last year, but this spring, an 
e-mail on Kijiji arrived from a gentleman in Bonavista,
Newfoundland. He showed great interest. You can imagine my
thought. “Well, this is not going to go anywhere even if it is legit-
imate.” Our e-mails went back and forth for a good month. Finally
he advised us that a friend would come up from Toronto to look
over the boat for him and we would go from there. That did not
happen. What we did end up doing, though, was Skyping the boat
from bow to stern for a good hour and half. This went well and I
received a positive reaction. 

At this point, contact went quiet and it was a week later that
he telephoned me and we discussed and finalized terms of a pur-
chase. I received close to my asking price plus we negotiated terms
for delivery to a family member in Moncton, NB. Now the fun
began—researching requirements for towing a 10,000 lb boat, wide
body on top of that, and me with a small automobile doing my bit
for gas consumption. 

Two weeks later I had King’s Highway Travel Permits for
Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick along with knowledge of the

safety equipment required for transport as a private individual. This
safety equipment included a revolving amber light on the roof of
the tow vehicle, another at the rear of the trailer, all in plain sight,
orange 40 cm flags—one set at the front bumper level of the truck
and two sets at the widest point of the boat/trailer—plus a “D”
panel sign or wide-load yellow sign on the front of the truck and
another across the rear of the trailer. Did I look professional. 

All went well until the day before departure. The truck rental
company called advising their 2500 pickup was in an accident and
no longer available.The ability to rent a heavy-duty pick-up that
could serve in a towing situation was the most challenging of all.
Here we were back to square one. Hours later, we found one in
Toronto and down I went to get it. Finally, we were all hooked up
and away we went. Note that we had the dollars fully paid up front,
and in my bank account.

All went well during the 3,694-km trip, no issues whatsoever.
I got to park with the big 18-wheelers as the vehicle and trailer
were 17 metres in length overall, 3.1 metres wide, 3.8 metres high
and weighed a total of 2,722 kilograms. This was quite an experi-
ence. The buyer had a smile from ear to ear when we met up with
him in Moncton. It was nice to know our boat was in good hands
and going back to the ocean. 

A unique boat-selling experience
Diane and Gil Kilmer, Midland Squadron

As the 2012 boating season goes into full
swing, it’s your opportunity to have your
own local boating safety advocate or hero
recognized for their outstanding or life saving
efforts in the field of boating safety and
environmental stewardship. They may have
pulled someone to safety from a capsized

boat, taught school children about the
importance of always wearing a lifejacket or
helped to keep the waterways clean and free
of pollutants and debris. Whatever they
have contributed to the boating communi-
ty, we want you to nominate them for
recognition at the 2012 Canadian Safe
Boating Awards (CASBAs) ceremony.

The CASBAs will take place in
Toronto on January 13th, 2013 coincident
with the Toronto International Boat Show.
They’re like the People’s Choice Awards
for Safe Boating recognizing the efforts of
the general public, volunteers, profession-
als, agencies and organizations who have
distinguished themselves in the fields of
boating safety and environmental steward-
ship. Maybe you or the company you work
for has developed a product that enhances
boating safety or maybe you or someone
you know was walking along the beach,
heard someone calling for help and decided
to react. The CASBA awards span a num-
ber of categories including:
“Rescue of the Year” 
“Marine Professional of the Year” 

“Top Volunteer Dedicated to Safe Boating” 
“Best Boating Safety Initiative” 
“Safeguarding the Environment” 
“Marine Industry” 
“Visible PFD Wear in Advertising” 
“Best Media Contribution to Boating Safety” 

What makes the CASBAs so very special is
that nominations come from people like
YOU! No matter where you live from
Victoria to St. John’s, please keep your eyes
and ears open and submit your nomination(s).

Help the Canadian Safe Boating
Council say thank-you to deserving
Canadians for their stellar efforts and let
them know that their work is greatly appre-
ciated. Visit www.csbc.ca under “Events”
for more information about the CASBAs
and to submit your nomination or contact
Ian Gilson (905)719-5152. Anyone wishing
to attend the CASBAs can also register
through this site. 

NOMINATIONS CLOSE NOVEMBER 4TH, 2012

THE CANADIAN SAFE BOATING COUNCIL WANTS YOU TO NOMINATE
YOUR LOCAL BOATING HEROES TODAY!
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Things look different on the water at night. It’s easy for boaters to
become lost or disoriented, and the chance of an accident greatly
increases after the sun goes down.

Take precautions before heading out. Check the weather fore-
cast, either from local media or your marine VHF-FM radio
weather channel. Get statewide weather forecasts and warnings
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration at
noaa.gov, which also lists local National Weather Service contacts.

Consider the moon’s phase and the amount of cloud cover,
which affect how well you can see and how well other boaters see
you in the dark. 

Know where you want to go, and plot a course before leaving
the dock. Study the route for water depth, landmarks, navigation
aids and hazards, and chart your progress along the way. Practising
basic navigation rules will lessen your risk of running aground or
becoming disoriented and lost.

File a float plan with a relative or friend, who can notify the
authorities if you fail to return as scheduled.

If your boat has radar and GPS, use them in addition to your

up-to-date charts, but don’t rely on GPS alone to avoid a collision.
A GPS can’t tell you what obstructions lurk just under the surface
or between you and your destination.

Make sure your navigation lights are “energized and burning
brightly,” as specified by the Navigation Rules. Illustrations of
appropriate lighting for your vessel can be found in “A Boater’s
Guide to Federal Requirements for Recreational Boats and Safety
Tips.” Keep extra bulbs and fuses aboard.

Except for navigation lights, eliminate all white lights, which
make it difficult for you to see other vessels and obstructions.
Consider replacing them with red lights, which won’t affect your
night vision. Set your instrument panel dimmer switch to its 
lowest readable setting.

Do a marine VHF-FM radio check with a marina, another
boat or a towing company, and make sure you have a full fuel tank
before heading out.

Finally, minimize distractions to stay alert for hazards and
approaching vessels. Turn down music and TVs, and ask passengers
to keep conversation low while underway. 

Boating after dark how to avoid nighttime accidents
From the USPS Compass May 2012 
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John Gullick fields many of the calls for information that come
to CPS Headquarters in Toronto. He has agreed to share some
of the questions and his responses with you. Should you have
questions for John, send them to theporthole@cps-ecp.ca and
we will pass them along.

Recently I have received a number of questions from boaters who
have or who are thinking about getting a VHF marine radio. The
following is taken from an article that I wrote for Canadian
Yachting magazine in 2008:

In Canada a certificate called the Restricted Operator
Certificate (Maritime) (ROC(M)) is required by all people who
operate a VHF, HF (high frequency) or MF (medium frequency)
Marine Radio, either a hand held or permanently fixed set. This
certificate is good for life and can be applied for after completing
a classroom or home study course, successfully passing a test and
submitting an application. The test contains 60 multiple choice
questions and three questions that must be answered orally.
Currently the programme for the ROC(M) is managed and operat-
ed by CPS for Industry Canada under a letter of authority from the
Minister. The program is offered coast to coast to coast in both
official languages. The certificate comes in the form of a plastic
card very similar to a charge card and if lost or stolen can be
replaced by placing a no charge phone call. The cost of a class-
room course including the test and card is typically $75 to $100
dollars. The cost of a training manual and interactive CD for home
study is about $25. There is also a processing fee for the applica-
tion which includes mailing the card direct to the applicant and a
cost for replacing a lost or stolen card.

I often get asked how to best call for help if I have a problem
when out on the water. 

Q - Do I use my cell phone or should I have a VHF Marine Radio? 
The simple answer is that both may do the job depending on the
circumstances but there are limitations. The cell phone has to be
in range of a tower to forward the signal. A cell phone will con-
tact only one person at a time and how often do you make a call
only to get an answering machine or voice mail at the other end?
How helpful will this be if you need assistance right away?

A VHF Marine Radio also has its limitations but, depending on
your location, the Coast Guard and other vessels and marinas in
your vicinity may be monitoring your call. Immediate help might
only be a few minutes away so, for now, let’s focus on the use of
VHF Marine Radios.

Here are a few more typical questions:
Q - I already have a ROC(M) without the DSC Endorsement that
was issued to me in the '90s. Is it still good?
Yes. All ROC(M)s issued to date are good for life. However, the
technology has moved ahead and most VHF radios, including
some hand helds, are Digital Selective Calling (DSC) capable. If
you want to upgrade your ROC(M) to include the DSC
Endorsement you may do so. There is a separate manual and short
test. All applicants since January 2005 have had to write the full
test and have received their ROC(M) with the DSC Endorsement.
If they require a replacement card, one with the endorsement will
be issued. If you have the older card without the endorsement and
wish a replacement one will also be issued but without the
endorsement.

Q - A number of years ago I needed a license called a Station
License which was issued annually by Industry Canada. Do I still
need one now?
The answer is no. Station licenses are no longer required for vol-
untarily fitted Canadian vessels operating in Canadian waters.
Voluntarily fitted vessels include all recreational vessels and com-
mercial fishing vessels under 8 meters in length.

Q - Do I need a Station License when I take my vessel into 
US waters? 
Here the answer is not so simple. US citizens operating US regis-
tered vessels in US waters also do not require a Station License.
However Canadians taking their vessels to international destina-
tions are required to get at least a temporary Station License.
Therefore I highly recommend that you treat a visit to the US in
the same way you would to any international waters and apply to
Industry Canada for a Station License. The cost will be about $40
annually. With the Station License you will also be given an 
official “Call Sign” that you will use to identify yourself or can be
used if someone is trying to reach you.

It is also strongly recommended that when you leave for such
a trip that you file a Trip Plan with your family or someone you
trust so that in the event of an emergency or if you don’t return
at a specified time the Coast Guard can be asked to look for you.

Before proceeding let's look at the above question from the US
perspective. Unlike in Canada, US operators are not required to
have an operator’s certificate in the US. Now, what happens when
US boaters visit Canadian waters? The US FCC regulations require
them to have a station license when traveling outside US waters.

JUST ASK JOHN
John Gullick, CPS Manager of Government & Special Projects
To view John’s FAQs visit www.cpsboat.ca and click on Boating Resources
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This includes Canadian waters. For the first 45 days continuous, US
boaters are only required to meet their federal and individual State
regulations. However, after the 45 days, they are required to meet
all Canadian regulations and this includes having an operator’s
certificate. Since you have to be a Canadian citizen or landed immi-
grant to obtain a Canadian operator certificate, a ROC(M), US cit-
izens will have to obtain a US VHF radio operator certificate.

One of the latest advances in VHF Marine Radio technology is
what is called Digital Selective Calling (DSC). This allows you, at
the push of a button, to send a digital emergency message direct
to the Coast Guard and other vessels equipped with DSC who
might be close by. This message will clearly identify you, your ves-
sel and your exact location using a Global Positioning (GPS) unit
that is directly connected to your radio. This can save valuable min-
utes while you are trying to attend to the safety of your passengers
and vessel. Most radios made after 1999 have DSC capability and
this is now beginning to include hand held VHF Marine Radios.

When you take a classroom course or home study you will find
out how to use your radio properly, how to send emergency, urgent
or safety messages, and how to reach a marina or simply talk to
another vessel that you are traveling with. It is very important that
you clearly understand how your VHF radio operates and how to
best use it and take advantage of it as an important communica-
tions and safety tool. 

In the written course material and interactive CD you will also
learn about the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
(GMDSS) of which the VHF Marine Radio with DSC is a key part.
You will also be given a table of transmitting frequencies and
where in Canada they can be used. You will be given information
about applicable Federal Statutes and the Contraventions Act, time
zone comparisons, a sample of the Radio Station License (if
required) and exemptions, a list of possible penalties and fines for
improper use, safety information, a list of regional and district
Industry Canada offices and information about United States
Homeland Security requirements. All in all this is a very compre-
hensive training manual, interactive CD and course.

Another question:
Q - I have a VHF radio with DSC (Digital Selective Calling) on
my boat. Can I get my MMSI (Maritime Mobile Service
Identity) number from CPS?
The answer is No. Here is a statement from Industry Canada’s web
site regarding the procedure for obtaining your MMSI: 
“Industry Canada (IC), as the radio licensing body in Canada, is
responsible for the issuance and management of the MMSIs. To
obtain an MMSI, the applicant must contact their nearest IC office
[see Radio communication Information Circular 66 (RIC-66),
Addresses and Telephone Numbers of Regional and District Offices,
for addresses of various district offices] and provide the necessary
vessel or coast station details. Vessel owners must also provide

specific information regarding installed radio equipment and
emergency contacts in the case of an emergency. If the vessel is
not currently licensed nor exempted from licensing, a radio licence
will also be required. It should be noted that vessels not requiring
a radio licence may still be issued an MMSI. 

In an effort to provide more efficient services in areas of higher
demand (such as on Canada’s east and west coasts), some of IC’s
offices are able to provide these numbers immediately over the
counter provided vessel and associated information is received. In
all cases, regardless of the IC office with which the applicant is
dealing, every effort will be made to ensure the MMSI is issued as
quickly as possible. 

All information collected is entered into IC’s National Maritime
Information Database (NMID) and is forwarded to the ITU for
inclusion in the Maritime-mobile Access and Retrieval System
(MARS) which currently serves as a temporary repository of
International Maritime Information at the ITU. Information contained
in the NMID can be accessed via the internet through Industry
Canada’s Strategic Web site. This information is used by the
Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) and related search and rescue agen-
cies in the case of an emergency. While the CCG and related search
and rescue agencies have access to the full set of information 
collected, the general public does not have access to emergency
contact information in either the NMID or MARS.”

For more complete information go to www.ic.gc.ca. At the bottom
of the left hand column on Industry Canada’s Home page there is
a search box. Type in MMSI and hit go. You will find information on
the MMSI, application procedures, application forms and a list of
the regional offices across Canada in a downloadable PDF format.

I hope that you have begun to see the value in having and
being able to operate a VHF Marine Radio. For complete details
about the operation of VHF Marine Radios and the Maritime
Radio Course contact your local Canadian Power & Sail Squadron,
visit the CPS web site at www.cps-ecp.ca or call 1 888 CPS BOAT
(277 2628). 

Check out John’s YouTube Boating Tips at: www.youtube.com/CPSECP
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John Gullick fields many of the calls for information that come
to CPS Headquarters in Toronto. He has agreed to share some
of the questions and his responses with you. Should you have
questions for John, send them to theporthole@cps-ecp.ca and
we will pass them along.

Recently I have received a number of questions from boaters who
have or who are thinking about getting a VHF marine radio. The
following is taken from an article that I wrote for Canadian
Yachting magazine in 2008:

In Canada a certificate called the Restricted Operator
Certificate (Maritime) (ROC(M)) is required by all people who
operate a VHF, HF (high frequency) or MF (medium frequency)
Marine Radio, either a hand held or permanently fixed set. This
certificate is good for life and can be applied for after completing
a classroom or home study course, successfully passing a test and
submitting an application. The test contains 60 multiple choice
questions and three questions that must be answered orally.
Currently the programme for the ROC(M) is managed and operat-
ed by CPS for Industry Canada under a letter of authority from the
Minister. The program is offered coast to coast to coast in both
official languages. The certificate comes in the form of a plastic
card very similar to a charge card and if lost or stolen can be
replaced by placing a no charge phone call. The cost of a class-
room course including the test and card is typically $75 to $100
dollars. The cost of a training manual and interactive CD for home
study is about $25. There is also a processing fee for the applica-
tion which includes mailing the card direct to the applicant and a
cost for replacing a lost or stolen card.

I often get asked how to best call for help if I have a problem
when out on the water. 

Q - Do I use my cell phone or should I have a VHF Marine Radio? 
The simple answer is that both may do the job depending on the
circumstances but there are limitations. The cell phone has to be
in range of a tower to forward the signal. A cell phone will con-
tact only one person at a time and how often do you make a call
only to get an answering machine or voice mail at the other end?
How helpful will this be if you need assistance right away?

A VHF Marine Radio also has its limitations but, depending on
your location, the Coast Guard and other vessels and marinas in
your vicinity may be monitoring your call. Immediate help might
only be a few minutes away so, for now, let’s focus on the use of
VHF Marine Radios.

Here are a few more typical questions:
Q - I already have a ROC(M) without the DSC Endorsement that
was issued to me in the '90s. Is it still good?
Yes. All ROC(M)s issued to date are good for life. However, the
technology has moved ahead and most VHF radios, including
some hand helds, are Digital Selective Calling (DSC) capable. If
you want to upgrade your ROC(M) to include the DSC
Endorsement you may do so. There is a separate manual and short
test. All applicants since January 2005 have had to write the full
test and have received their ROC(M) with the DSC Endorsement.
If they require a replacement card, one with the endorsement will
be issued. If you have the older card without the endorsement and
wish a replacement one will also be issued but without the
endorsement.

Q - A number of years ago I needed a license called a Station
License which was issued annually by Industry Canada. Do I still
need one now?
The answer is no. Station licenses are no longer required for vol-
untarily fitted Canadian vessels operating in Canadian waters.
Voluntarily fitted vessels include all recreational vessels and com-
mercial fishing vessels under 8 meters in length.

Q - Do I need a Station License when I take my vessel into 
US waters? 
Here the answer is not so simple. US citizens operating US regis-
tered vessels in US waters also do not require a Station License.
However Canadians taking their vessels to international destina-
tions are required to get at least a temporary Station License.
Therefore I highly recommend that you treat a visit to the US in
the same way you would to any international waters and apply to
Industry Canada for a Station License. The cost will be about $40
annually. With the Station License you will also be given an 
official “Call Sign” that you will use to identify yourself or can be
used if someone is trying to reach you.

It is also strongly recommended that when you leave for such
a trip that you file a Trip Plan with your family or someone you
trust so that in the event of an emergency or if you don’t return
at a specified time the Coast Guard can be asked to look for you.

Before proceeding let's look at the above question from the US
perspective. Unlike in Canada, US operators are not required to
have an operator’s certificate in the US. Now, what happens when
US boaters visit Canadian waters? The US FCC regulations require
them to have a station license when traveling outside US waters.

JUST ASK JOHN
John Gullick, CPS Manager of Government & Special Projects
To view John’s FAQs visit www.cpsboat.ca and click on Boating Resources
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This includes Canadian waters. For the first 45 days continuous, US
boaters are only required to meet their federal and individual State
regulations. However, after the 45 days, they are required to meet
all Canadian regulations and this includes having an operator’s
certificate. Since you have to be a Canadian citizen or landed immi-
grant to obtain a Canadian operator certificate, a ROC(M), US cit-
izens will have to obtain a US VHF radio operator certificate.

One of the latest advances in VHF Marine Radio technology is
what is called Digital Selective Calling (DSC). This allows you, at
the push of a button, to send a digital emergency message direct
to the Coast Guard and other vessels equipped with DSC who
might be close by. This message will clearly identify you, your ves-
sel and your exact location using a Global Positioning (GPS) unit
that is directly connected to your radio. This can save valuable min-
utes while you are trying to attend to the safety of your passengers
and vessel. Most radios made after 1999 have DSC capability and
this is now beginning to include hand held VHF Marine Radios.

When you take a classroom course or home study you will find
out how to use your radio properly, how to send emergency, urgent
or safety messages, and how to reach a marina or simply talk to
another vessel that you are traveling with. It is very important that
you clearly understand how your VHF radio operates and how to
best use it and take advantage of it as an important communica-
tions and safety tool. 

In the written course material and interactive CD you will also
learn about the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
(GMDSS) of which the VHF Marine Radio with DSC is a key part.
You will also be given a table of transmitting frequencies and
where in Canada they can be used. You will be given information
about applicable Federal Statutes and the Contraventions Act, time
zone comparisons, a sample of the Radio Station License (if
required) and exemptions, a list of possible penalties and fines for
improper use, safety information, a list of regional and district
Industry Canada offices and information about United States
Homeland Security requirements. All in all this is a very compre-
hensive training manual, interactive CD and course.

Another question:
Q - I have a VHF radio with DSC (Digital Selective Calling) on
my boat. Can I get my MMSI (Maritime Mobile Service
Identity) number from CPS?
The answer is No. Here is a statement from Industry Canada’s web
site regarding the procedure for obtaining your MMSI: 
“Industry Canada (IC), as the radio licensing body in Canada, is
responsible for the issuance and management of the MMSIs. To
obtain an MMSI, the applicant must contact their nearest IC office
[see Radio communication Information Circular 66 (RIC-66),
Addresses and Telephone Numbers of Regional and District Offices,
for addresses of various district offices] and provide the necessary
vessel or coast station details. Vessel owners must also provide

specific information regarding installed radio equipment and
emergency contacts in the case of an emergency. If the vessel is
not currently licensed nor exempted from licensing, a radio licence
will also be required. It should be noted that vessels not requiring
a radio licence may still be issued an MMSI. 

In an effort to provide more efficient services in areas of higher
demand (such as on Canada’s east and west coasts), some of IC’s
offices are able to provide these numbers immediately over the
counter provided vessel and associated information is received. In
all cases, regardless of the IC office with which the applicant is
dealing, every effort will be made to ensure the MMSI is issued as
quickly as possible. 

All information collected is entered into IC’s National Maritime
Information Database (NMID) and is forwarded to the ITU for
inclusion in the Maritime-mobile Access and Retrieval System
(MARS) which currently serves as a temporary repository of
International Maritime Information at the ITU. Information contained
in the NMID can be accessed via the internet through Industry
Canada’s Strategic Web site. This information is used by the
Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) and related search and rescue agen-
cies in the case of an emergency. While the CCG and related search
and rescue agencies have access to the full set of information 
collected, the general public does not have access to emergency
contact information in either the NMID or MARS.”

For more complete information go to www.ic.gc.ca. At the bottom
of the left hand column on Industry Canada’s Home page there is
a search box. Type in MMSI and hit go. You will find information on
the MMSI, application procedures, application forms and a list of
the regional offices across Canada in a downloadable PDF format.

I hope that you have begun to see the value in having and
being able to operate a VHF Marine Radio. For complete details
about the operation of VHF Marine Radios and the Maritime
Radio Course contact your local Canadian Power & Sail Squadron,
visit the CPS web site at www.cps-ecp.ca or call 1 888 CPS BOAT
(277 2628). 

Check out John’s YouTube Boating Tips at: www.youtube.com/CPSECP
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Amazing seabirds
High fliers capture the mariner's imagination

Seabirds live on the edge of things, appearing from out of nowhere, 
seeking out adventure in the sky and sea—all while flying with daredevil 
athleticism and boldness. They capture the mariner’s heart with their wonder-

ful spirit and obvious grace. From the not-so-lowly ring-billed gull to the incredible
Arctic tern, these birds make fascinating and sometimes phenomenal adaptations to
their chosen life at sea.

The wandering albatross roams long distances at sea for months at a time with-
out ever touching land. With a wingspan of 10 feet or more, the largest of any living
bird, the wandering albatross soars upon updrafts and thermals. It can glide for hours
without flapping its huge wings, and with a cruising speed of 30–55 mph, the alba-
tross can cover more than 270 miles a day, nearly 2,000 miles a week and close to
100,000 miles a year. Like many seabirds, the wandering albatross has no access to
fresh water for feeding and drinking. Instead, it has a salt gland above the nasal passage
that screens out the salt, which emerges through its nostrils. The sight of this huge
bird brightened the day of old-time sailors. In the sometimes dreary Southern ocean,
an albatross might accompany a sailing vessel, wheeling around it for days without
ever landing. The sight of an albatross at sea was thought to presage stormy weather,
high seas and strong winds. There might be some truth in this, as the albatross flies
swiftly and far out to sea in strong winds but doesn’t fly well in calm weather. Thus,
when an albatross appears, a storm might well follow. Some sailors believed the 
albatross to be a reincarnation of a drowned sailor, and killing the bird was considered
highly unlucky. Dire consequences were sure to follow, such as what happened in the

From The Ensign, USPS, Summer 2010
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famous Samuel Taylor Coleridge poem,
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, in
which a sailor kills an albatross on a long
sea voyage, causing tragedy to befall him
and his vessel. His shipmates die as the
Ancient Mariner looks on with the dead
albatross around his neck. Today the
wandering albatross is categorized as vul-
nerable. One study estimated a 30 per-
cent decline over the next 70 years. Much
of the threat to these seabirds comes
from fishing, plastic garbage and other
pollution. Without these threats, an alba-
tross can live 50 years or more. 

Magnificent frigatebirds have a spe-
cial problem while at sea. Although
splendid fliers, they can’t land on the
water to rest because they might not be
able to take off again. They often find
food in the air, pursuing other seabirds
such as gulls and harassing them to drop
their morsels or regurgitate their meals.
These birds have to catch the food in
midair before it plops into the water.
With a 90-inch wingspan, magnificent

frigatebirds are among the most acrobatic
of birds.

Famous for undertaking the longest
journeys, the Arctic tern migrates from
its northern breeding grounds along a
winding route to the oceans around
Antarctica and back, making a round trip
of more than 44,000 miles each year.
This is the longest migration by any
known seabird or animal. Arctic terns are
medium-size birds and have a wingspan
of about 30 inches. One expert estimated
that an average Arctic tern will travel
about a million and a half miles, mostly at
sea, during its 20-year lifespan. 

Often under-appreciated, gulls were
almost trapped out of existence for their
feathers, which were in demand for
women’s fashions, notably hats. Having
bounced back spectacularly, gulls no
longer limit themselves to large bodies of
water but have spread inland wherever
food and habitat allow them to survive.
When referring to seagulls, people really
mean gulls, a group that includes more

than 50 species of seabirds in a variety of
sizes and shapes—some with wingspans
approaching 6 feet. With their aerial bal-
let and ability to change direction almost
instantaneously, gulls have fascinated
mariners for ages. Flying far and high,
these birds soar in updrafts and dive into
the water. Their long, high-aspect ratio
wings fold remarkably flat against their
bodies when not flying, yet gulls can easily
unfold them and jink into the air with just
a few flaps.

Some gulls are noted for their
remarkable instincts and intelligence.
Consider the seagull in Aberdeen,
Scotland, dubbed “Sam” by the locals,
who swiped chips from a local store when
no one was looking. He would enter an
open door, go to the same counter and
select exactly the same kind of chips
(cheese Doritos) every time. His thievery
was well-known, and locals would some-
times pay for the stolen chips so Sam
could enjoy his snacks. 

Facing Page: Albatross. Above, left: Arctic Tern.
Above, right: Seagull.
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Charter companies provide the basics,
but small items like navigation instru-
ments, toolboxes and flashlights may not
be checked because of the quick turn-
around of the chartered boat.

Items may be present but damaged,
rusted or so neglected that they’re no
longer useful. Bring or ship a few neces-
sary items ahead of time to ensure you
have all the gear you need. 

Navigation tools:
The dividers may have slid around in the
chart table so much that their ends resem-
ble fish hooks. It’s a good idea to bring
your own navigation tools, including
dividers, parallel rules, pencils and sharp-
ener, eraser, and a pocket calculator. You
should probably also throw in a hand-
bearing compass and a pair of binoculars.

Always bring a portable GPS and a
set of spare batteries. It’s good to have a
backup, and programming waypoints
may be time-consuming if you don’t
know how to work the onboard GPS.

Bring your own charts and cruising
guides, as well as a light list and Coast
Pilot or Sailing Directions for the area in
which you will be chartering.

Safety:
Charter companies may provide life jackets
that are too bulky to wear routinely, so
bring your own personal inflatable jacket
with a built-in safety harness. It’ll be
more comfortable and already adjusted to
your size. 

You don’t have to bring extra line,
but make sure the charter boat has plen-
ty of dock lines and lines that can be
rigged as jack lines before leaving the
charter dock.

Also, bring along a knife, marlin-
spike, small sharpening stone and multi-
purpose tool. 

A handheld VHF makes a good
backup to the boat’s radio, and you can
use it in the cockpit, so you don’t have to
go below. 

Tools:
You should be able to handle most tem-
porary repairs with a small set of screw-
drivers, wrenches, a pair of wire cutters
and pliers. Don’t forget to bring a flash-
light, a 20-foot hank of fine line, and
some whipping thread. 

WD-40, electrical tape and duct
tape also come in handy. A film canister

of assorted size cotter pins and a roll of
rip-stop tape should prepare you for most
minor emergencies.

You might want to check to see if the
charter company provides soft wooden
bungs that can be used to plug a leak
should a hose or through-hull fail. If not,
bring your own.

Bring some extra tie wraps. On one
vessel I chartered, the diesel shutdown
solenoids didn’t work on both engines.
When we needed to shut down the
engines, we had to go in the engine room
and manually pull the cutoffs with a tie
wrap attached to the linkage.

Personal items: 
Don’t forget to pack your foul-weather
gear. A night watch in the rain can be quite
uncomfortable if you’re not prepared.

Last but not least, pack a can opener
and a corkscrew, so you won’t have to
open that bottle of wine you saved for the
last night with a rusty screwdriver.

CHARTER SAVVY
Be prepared for your next cruise

From the USPS Compass, June 2012
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Ship’s Store

For these and much more,
go to www.cps-ecp.ca

The Boating Passport
The Passport is the perfect accessory for chartering and
cruising. It holds 6 cards and contains CPS course
descriptions. Collect your course completion stickers for
a comprehensive boating knowledge document.
Price: members $12, non-members $17

CPS Pen
This attractive pen is engraved with Canadian Power & Sail
Squadrons on the side and the logo is embedded in the top.
Excellent gift item! 
Price: $40.00

Polyester Jacket
This shell is made of recycled post consumer products.
Ladies: black, vibrant sky, red
Men: navy, black, blue peak
Price: $63.00

Henley Shirt
This long sleeved, cotton knit casual shirt has a
ribbed Henley-style neck with three wood tone 
buttons. Available in white, black, navy, ash.
Price: $42.00
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go below. 
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You should be able to handle most tem-
porary repairs with a small set of screw-
drivers, wrenches, a pair of wire cutters
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light, a 20-foot hank of fine line, and
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gear. A night watch in the rain can be quite
uncomfortable if you’re not prepared.
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open that bottle of wine you saved for the
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CHARTER SAVVY
Be prepared for your next cruise

From the USPS Compass, June 2012
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“The Canadian coastline is washed by three
oceans and the waters of the vast Great
Lakes. But it has been a characteristic of
Canadians that they have expressed very lit-
tle of the romantic fascination with the sea
which has been a part of other cultures,”
says Victor Suthren, in the introduction to
his collection, Canadian Stories of the Sea.
Suthren, a sailor and a member of the
Canadian Nautical Research Society and
the Canadian Sail Training Association,
suggests that “the potential lethality of the
Canadian struggle with the sea has made
wordless those all too aware of what seafar-
ing threatens.”

So, for your autumn and winter read-
ing pleasure, here are some suggestions that
go a long way in proving Suthren's point.

True Canadian Disaster Stories 
Ed Butts, Key Porter Books, 294 pps, 2006 
ISBN 1-55267-706-0

While Ed Butts titled his book the generic
Canadian Disaster Stories, seven of the 20
are marine disasters, and the power and
fury of Canada’s waterways, told through
the 1950 Red River Flood could be added
as an eighth. We Canadians do look
towards our rivers, our lakes and our seas
for our memorable disaster stories.

Butts, who has written for Globe and
Mail and Toronto Star as well as producing
fiction and non-fiction books, has an eye

for detail and the news writer’s sense for the
Five Ws – Who, What, When, Where,
Why. He covers the big stories, the ones we
all believe we know well – the doomed
Franklin expedition and the Halifax explo-
sion. However, he also captures regional
stories – the Newfoundland sealing disas-
ter, the fire aboard Noronic, a Great Lakes
passenger ship, and the collision that
doomed the Empress of Ireland, a story that,
says Butts, should never have been over-
shadowed by the Titanic and the sinking of
the Lusitania.

Canadian Stories of the Sea 
edited by Victor Suthren, 1993, Oxford University
Press, 278 pps, ISBN 0-19-540849-7

Suthren wrote a book that, while filled with
tragedy and horror, is almost a history of
Canada seen through our waterways. He
begins with the First Nations – including E.
Pauline Johnson’s version of “Deep
Waters,” the story of Turtle Island – and
moves smoothly to the newcomers – the
Vikings, Cartier, Frobisher and Captain
James Cook. He moves on to seafaring as a
way to make a living, to memorable
Canadian vessels, and to warfare aboard
ships – first in the making of Canada, and
later, World War II seen through the
Canadian Navy. “In the First world War,”
he says, “the small Royal Canadian navy
played a minor role; but in the Second it

was forced to grow into a formidable fight-
ing force with all the attendant agony and
difficulty that rapid growth brings... The
Royal Canadian Navy came of age quickly,
and Canada’s naval forces remain, since that
baptism of fire, professional and competent.
But the baptism was not a gentle one.”

Shipwrecks, Monsters and 
Mysteries of the Great Lakes 
Ed Butts, 2010, Tundra Books, 80 pps, 
ISBN 978-177049-206-6

Back to Ed Butts. Tundra Press is a Canadian
icon, a publisher devoted to producing qual-
ity books for children. But don’t let that stop
you – their non-fiction books, carefully
researched and filled with details, have much
to offer the adult reader. And Ed Butts? In
this book, he offers us our own Great Lakes
monster and the news reports to back up the
stories, the sinking of the Edmund
Fitzgerald, the story ma  de famous by
Gordon Lightfoot, and a genuine Great
Lakes ghost ship, “the phantom Bannockburn
gliding through the mist-shrouded, black
waters of Lake Superior, doomed to a never-
ending search for a safe port.”

More than 6,000 vessels have met a
tragic end on the Great Lakes, says Butt.
“For many years, salt-water mariners
scoffed at the fresh-water sailors of the
Great Lakes. They said the lakes were mere
puddles compared to the vast oceans, and
were no challenge to real seamen. Sailors
who had actually worked on the lakes knew
differently.”

Maybe it’s the newspaper background,
but Butts has the ability to present tragic
details without over-reaching into the sen-
sational and gory. Just the facts. “In the
pitch black of the night, men, women and
children cried out for help. They could
barely be heard above the shriek of the
storm. The squall was now a full-fledged
gale.” (From “The Lady Elgin”)

Each story is illustrated with a photo
or a drawing of the vessel and each chapter
includes one or more side bars providing
additional information.

Book Reviews

Submit your book review to
theporthole@cps-ecp.ca
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It is true that you can learn so much practical information by 
taking courses, reading books, searching the internet, talking to
people or through experience. The school of hard knocks can
teach some hard lessons but it can also reinforce what you learn
in the classroom.

Unlike in Camelot, at the cottage, there is no law “made a dis-
tant moon ago” that “The climate must be perfect all the year.”
And most likely it was the time that George didn’t make it back
before the heavens opened up that got him to take the weather
course. It’s been better since. George can usually tell you what is
likely to happen.

But there are always those times when we know better but 
we decide to do something even though we shouldn’t. Times 
like the one George looked at the sky and saw the clouds forming 
but decided he had time for a quick boat ride before anything
happened.

It was quick. No sooner had George gone out than the wind
picked up and the rain started. The rain wasn’t so bad. After all, as
sweet as his wife claims George is, he’s not made of sugar and
won’t melt. The wind, on the other hand, was blowing on shore
so getting back to the dock was a challenge. There were moments
when George thought that the boat would end up on the dock
rather than beside it. He realized how fortunate he was when a
tree branch narrowly missed him as he ran to the cottage door. 

Maybe he should have listened to what he had learned.
Sometimes you let people talk you into things. George and a

friend were out fishing and the fish were biting. The clouds were
moving in and George wanted to get back to shore. “No way,”
came the reply. “The fishing is great so let’s stay out for a bit
longer”. When the rain started it wasn’t too bad but as a solid wall
of water approached and the wind picked up, even George’s friend
realised that the shore was the place to be. And if they were going

to get there, it became clear that the accumulating water inside
the boat had to be removed. The only bailing bucket they had was
doubling as a container for the day’s catch. Oh well, the catch
was liberated along with the first bucket of water bailed out.
Hundreds more followed as George tried to make shore.

They did get back. As they came into the cottage George’s wife
cast all decorum to the wind and informed both George and his
friend that they were to leave their wet clothes on the porch - all
of them. The fortified cups of tea she offered did help them to for-
get their forfeited dignity and once he was warm and dry George’s
friend offered to head to the store (in the car) to get some nice
thick steaks to cook for dinner.

Then there was the time at the marina. George and the owner
were having a good chat as the storm approached. The sky was
black and threatening but there was no rain and the two of them
stayed on the dock while everyone else took refuge inside the
marina store. George and the owner decided that perhaps they
should follow when there was a bright flash and a tremendous
bang and the lightning bolt which started from a cloud directly
above them landed at the top of the hill less than a mile away.

At least this time George was only shaken up and not 
soaking wet.

Maybe it is best to trust our instincts when what we’ve learned
tells us that this is a good idea. And it is certainly true that others
can learn from our mistakes. We don’t always rush to tell people
about the things we did - but shouldn’t have. Perhaps we all need
to be a little more candid.

As you enjoy the fall colours you can sit by the fire and watch
the sunset reflecting off the leaves and think about the things that
happened over the summer and maybe consider your next CPS
course. Maybe it’s time to learn more about maintenance...

James Hay, JN
Lake St. Louis Squadron

THECOTTAGER 
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“The Canadian coastline is washed by three
oceans and the waters of the vast Great
Lakes. But it has been a characteristic of
Canadians that they have expressed very lit-
tle of the romantic fascination with the sea
which has been a part of other cultures,”
says Victor Suthren, in the introduction to
his collection, Canadian Stories of the Sea.
Suthren, a sailor and a member of the
Canadian Nautical Research Society and
the Canadian Sail Training Association,
suggests that “the potential lethality of the
Canadian struggle with the sea has made
wordless those all too aware of what seafar-
ing threatens.”

So, for your autumn and winter read-
ing pleasure, here are some suggestions that
go a long way in proving Suthren's point.

True Canadian Disaster Stories 
Ed Butts, Key Porter Books, 294 pps, 2006 
ISBN 1-55267-706-0

While Ed Butts titled his book the generic
Canadian Disaster Stories, seven of the 20
are marine disasters, and the power and
fury of Canada’s waterways, told through
the 1950 Red River Flood could be added
as an eighth. We Canadians do look
towards our rivers, our lakes and our seas
for our memorable disaster stories.

Butts, who has written for Globe and
Mail and Toronto Star as well as producing
fiction and non-fiction books, has an eye

for detail and the news writer’s sense for the
Five Ws – Who, What, When, Where,
Why. He covers the big stories, the ones we
all believe we know well – the doomed
Franklin expedition and the Halifax explo-
sion. However, he also captures regional
stories – the Newfoundland sealing disas-
ter, the fire aboard Noronic, a Great Lakes
passenger ship, and the collision that
doomed the Empress of Ireland, a story that,
says Butts, should never have been over-
shadowed by the Titanic and the sinking of
the Lusitania.

Canadian Stories of the Sea 
edited by Victor Suthren, 1993, Oxford University
Press, 278 pps, ISBN 0-19-540849-7

Suthren wrote a book that, while filled with
tragedy and horror, is almost a history of
Canada seen through our waterways. He
begins with the First Nations – including E.
Pauline Johnson’s version of “Deep
Waters,” the story of Turtle Island – and
moves smoothly to the newcomers – the
Vikings, Cartier, Frobisher and Captain
James Cook. He moves on to seafaring as a
way to make a living, to memorable
Canadian vessels, and to warfare aboard
ships – first in the making of Canada, and
later, World War II seen through the
Canadian Navy. “In the First world War,”
he says, “the small Royal Canadian navy
played a minor role; but in the Second it

was forced to grow into a formidable fight-
ing force with all the attendant agony and
difficulty that rapid growth brings... The
Royal Canadian Navy came of age quickly,
and Canada’s naval forces remain, since that
baptism of fire, professional and competent.
But the baptism was not a gentle one.”

Shipwrecks, Monsters and 
Mysteries of the Great Lakes 
Ed Butts, 2010, Tundra Books, 80 pps, 
ISBN 978-177049-206-6

Back to Ed Butts. Tundra Press is a Canadian
icon, a publisher devoted to producing qual-
ity books for children. But don’t let that stop
you – their non-fiction books, carefully
researched and filled with details, have much
to offer the adult reader. And Ed Butts? In
this book, he offers us our own Great Lakes
monster and the news reports to back up the
stories, the sinking of the Edmund
Fitzgerald, the story ma  de famous by
Gordon Lightfoot, and a genuine Great
Lakes ghost ship, “the phantom Bannockburn
gliding through the mist-shrouded, black
waters of Lake Superior, doomed to a never-
ending search for a safe port.”

More than 6,000 vessels have met a
tragic end on the Great Lakes, says Butt.
“For many years, salt-water mariners
scoffed at the fresh-water sailors of the
Great Lakes. They said the lakes were mere
puddles compared to the vast oceans, and
were no challenge to real seamen. Sailors
who had actually worked on the lakes knew
differently.”

Maybe it’s the newspaper background,
but Butts has the ability to present tragic
details without over-reaching into the sen-
sational and gory. Just the facts. “In the
pitch black of the night, men, women and
children cried out for help. They could
barely be heard above the shriek of the
storm. The squall was now a full-fledged
gale.” (From “The Lady Elgin”)

Each story is illustrated with a photo
or a drawing of the vessel and each chapter
includes one or more side bars providing
additional information.
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It is true that you can learn so much practical information by 
taking courses, reading books, searching the internet, talking to
people or through experience. The school of hard knocks can
teach some hard lessons but it can also reinforce what you learn
in the classroom.

Unlike in Camelot, at the cottage, there is no law “made a dis-
tant moon ago” that “The climate must be perfect all the year.”
And most likely it was the time that George didn’t make it back
before the heavens opened up that got him to take the weather
course. It’s been better since. George can usually tell you what is
likely to happen.

But there are always those times when we know better but 
we decide to do something even though we shouldn’t. Times 
like the one George looked at the sky and saw the clouds forming 
but decided he had time for a quick boat ride before anything
happened.

It was quick. No sooner had George gone out than the wind
picked up and the rain started. The rain wasn’t so bad. After all, as
sweet as his wife claims George is, he’s not made of sugar and
won’t melt. The wind, on the other hand, was blowing on shore
so getting back to the dock was a challenge. There were moments
when George thought that the boat would end up on the dock
rather than beside it. He realized how fortunate he was when a
tree branch narrowly missed him as he ran to the cottage door. 

Maybe he should have listened to what he had learned.
Sometimes you let people talk you into things. George and a

friend were out fishing and the fish were biting. The clouds were
moving in and George wanted to get back to shore. “No way,”
came the reply. “The fishing is great so let’s stay out for a bit
longer”. When the rain started it wasn’t too bad but as a solid wall
of water approached and the wind picked up, even George’s friend
realised that the shore was the place to be. And if they were going

to get there, it became clear that the accumulating water inside
the boat had to be removed. The only bailing bucket they had was
doubling as a container for the day’s catch. Oh well, the catch
was liberated along with the first bucket of water bailed out.
Hundreds more followed as George tried to make shore.

They did get back. As they came into the cottage George’s wife
cast all decorum to the wind and informed both George and his
friend that they were to leave their wet clothes on the porch - all
of them. The fortified cups of tea she offered did help them to for-
get their forfeited dignity and once he was warm and dry George’s
friend offered to head to the store (in the car) to get some nice
thick steaks to cook for dinner.

Then there was the time at the marina. George and the owner
were having a good chat as the storm approached. The sky was
black and threatening but there was no rain and the two of them
stayed on the dock while everyone else took refuge inside the
marina store. George and the owner decided that perhaps they
should follow when there was a bright flash and a tremendous
bang and the lightning bolt which started from a cloud directly
above them landed at the top of the hill less than a mile away.

At least this time George was only shaken up and not 
soaking wet.

Maybe it is best to trust our instincts when what we’ve learned
tells us that this is a good idea. And it is certainly true that others
can learn from our mistakes. We don’t always rush to tell people
about the things we did - but shouldn’t have. Perhaps we all need
to be a little more candid.

As you enjoy the fall colours you can sit by the fire and watch
the sunset reflecting off the leaves and think about the things that
happened over the summer and maybe consider your next CPS
course. Maybe it’s time to learn more about maintenance...

James Hay, JN
Lake St. Louis Squadron
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You eliminate the time and hassle of selling and save costs associated 
with moorage, maintenance, insurance and sales commissions.

You help the Disabled Sailing Association of BC provide life-changing 
sailing experiences to sailors with disabilities.

Stephen Hunter 
Boat Donation Program Coordinator 
604-688-6464 ext.132 
shunter@disabilityfoundation.org

Two good reasons to 
donate your boat*

(other than the tax receipt)

www.dsaboatdonation.org

* either power or sail.

A RADIO FOR ALL CONDITIONS

Whatever the conditions or budget, 
Standard Horizon has a rugged fully featured submersible or floating 

handheld VHF radio that will exceed your expectations!

AND EVERY BUDGET

WWW.STANDARDHORIZON.COM

To find a Canadian Standard Horizon dealer near you visit www.paynesmarine.com

Three
Reasons

to Charter Power 
or Sailboats
Beyond Great Pricing 
and Service!

   Friendly knowledgeable and 
   experienced staff to assist with 
   ALL your vacation arrangements

    Group trips to great destinations!
   loads of fun, learn from 

   others, make new friends

   British Virgin Islands
   November 24. 2012

   Greece
   Summer 2013

   St. Martin & Leeward Islands
   Winter 2013

   Yacht Ownership/
   Management Programs

   Own your own dream boat and 
   practically sail for FREE!

www.theyachtsolution.com

1-855-907-9046
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Very competitiVe prices with a great selection

MARTIN MARINE

121 West 1st Street, North Vancouver, B.C. 
Phone: 604-985-0911

Toll Free: 1-866-985-0911
FREE PARKING

yachtpaint.com

Yacht Services Ltd.
CUSTOM RIGGING: Halyards, Furling Gears, 
Splicing & Swaging, Mast Reconditioning, 

Large Rope & Wire Inventory

The Pacific Northwest Rigging Professionals

  FALL SPECIALS

Power & Sail:

•  Rigging Inspection, Service 
and Performance Tuning

• Lifeline and halyard discounts

Keep your boating safe!

604.988.3052
email: sales@pro-tech.bc.ca 

1629 Columbia St., North Vancouver, BC At Entrance to Lynwood Marina

MARINE STORE:

GENOA FURLING GEAR
Harken Profurl, Facnor

MAINSAIL SYSTEMS
Battcars & Leisure Furl

Blocks & Vangs
Travellers
Winches

Plus

...creators of the 
Shoreline Reel

END OF LINE &
OPEN BOX BLOWOUT

Sept. 21st to 22nd & Sept. 24th to 29th

9am to 4:30pm
REKORD MARINE ENTERPRISES

Rear Entrance - 8194 Ontario Street
Vancouver B.C.

DIRECT-TO-THE-PUBLIC
WAREHOUSE SALE

... And Much More !!!

Windlasses
Bow Thrusters

Binoculars
Rope & Wire (cut lengths)

Electrical Switch Panels
Tank Sensors/Gauges

Brass Lamps
12V Lighting
VHF Radios
Antennas

Anchors
Spotlights
Ladders

Bow Rollers
Ports & Hatches
Folding Gangway
Battery Chargers
Rigging Hardware
Steering Wheels

Clocks/Barometers
(display models & discontinued)

END OF LINE &
OPEN BOX BLOWOUT

Sept. 21st to 22nd & Sept. 24th to 29th

9am to 4:30pm
REKORD MARINE ENTERPRISES

Rear Entrance - 8194 Ontario Street
Vancouver B.C.

Anchors
Spotlights
Ladders

Bow Rollers
Ports & Hatches
Folding Gangway
Battery Chargers
Rigging Hardware
Steering Wheels

Clocks/Barometers
(display models & discontinued)

Windlasses
Bow Thrusters

Binoculars
Rope & Wire (cut lengths)

Electrical Switch Panels
Tank Sensors/Gauges

Brass Lamps
12V Lighting
VHF Radios
Antennas

FULLY STOCKED CHANDLERY AND ONLINE STORE 

For all your boating needs
901 Oxford Street, Toronto, M8Z 5T1
info@foghmarine.com
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 2 - f o g h  (3644)

www.fogh.ca
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 The Delphia 47 is 
a refreshing addition 

to the North American 
boat market.

By Bill Springer

THIS POLISH-BUILT PERFORMANCE CRUISER IS AN HONEST 
BOAT THAT’S QUICK, COMFORTABLE, AND EASY TO SAIL.

THE SKY WAS OVERCAST, THE 
BREEZE WAS STEADY AT 10 KNOTS, 
AND THE GUNMETAL-GREY SEAS 
WERE FLAT DURING MY TEST SAIL OF 
THE DELPHIA 47. BUT AFTER COUNT-
LESS BOAT TESTS I’VE CONDUCTED IN 
SIMILAR CONDITIONS OFF TORONTO, 
OR ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND, OR 
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, THIS ONE 
WAS DIFFERENT: WE WERE SAILING 
ON THE BALTIC SEA, OFF THE POLISH 
CITY OF GDANSK.

Poland may not be the first country 
that comes to mind when you think 
of sailboat-building traditions, and 
Delphia Yachts may not be a household 

name in North America, but as I 
learned during a fact-finding/boat-
testing trip in Poland, Delphia has a 
modern, high-volume production facil-
ity, and these Polish-built boats may 
just give better-known North American 
brands a run for their money.

I say this after spending the better 
part of a day aboard the Delphia 47. 
Even before we left the dock, I liked 
what I saw. Its low coach roof, nearly 
plumb stem, sugar-scoop stern and full 
teak deck produce a pleasing, modern 
look. The cockpit layout is utilitarian, 
with copious storage lockers, and 
comfortable, thanks to seats that are 

LOA   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .47’ 6” (14 .48 m)
LWL   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .46’ 2” (14 .07 m)
Beam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .14’ 8” (4 .48 m)
Draft  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7’ 6”/6’ 4” (2 .30/1 .80 m)
Sail Area (100%)  .  .  .  . 1,011 sq ft (94 sq m)
Ballast  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9,920 lb (4,500 kg)
Displacement   .  .  .  .  .  .29,321 lb (13,300 kg)
Ballast/Displ   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .33
D/L  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 133
SA/D  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .17 .01
Water Capacity   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .129 gal (490 L)
Fuel Capacity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .66 gal (250 L)
Waste Capacity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .50 gal (189 L)
Mast Height  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66’ 2” ( 20 .17 m)
Engine   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53 hp Volvo Penta
Designer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Andrzej Skrzat/
 Schnaase Interior Design
Price (sailaway)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$390,000

Delphia Yachts/North Lakes Yachting
(905) 891-8207
www.northlakesyachting.com

SPECIFICATIONS

47DELPHIA

SAIL REVIEW: DELPHIA 47
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more than six feet long and seatbacks 
that are tall enough to provide good 
back support. The dual wheels, walk-
through transom, and decent-sized 
swim step made it easy to board the 
boat from the stern. 

Other deck features that I liked 
included solid, oversized mooring cleats 
and chocks, the sturdy and attractive 
metal toe rail, wide side decks, and the 
fact that the fiberglass finish, even in 
hidden areas like the anchor well and 
storage lockers, was very well done. 
This attention to detail proved to be 
indicative of the overall construction 
quality of the boat.

Below, the fit of the joinery—
furniture, solid wood doors and 
trim—was excellent, and the finish of 
the varnished mahogany woodwork, the 
light-coloured headliner, and the ample 
natural light from fixed and opening 
ports combined to create a bright and 
airy living space. 

The only aspect of the interior 
layout that is a bit of a departure from 
layouts on most North American 

production boats is the “Euro-style” 
galley that runs opposite the saloon 
settee to port. It’s fitted with Corian 
countertops, a four-burner gimbaled 
stove and stainless-steel sinks, and 
it may have a bit more stowage and 
counter space than an L-shaped galley 
at the base of the companionway 
stairs. But it requires a bench seat to 
be situated at the saloon table near 
the centerline of the boat. This means 
that there is only one sea berth in the 
saloon, and it limits the brace points for 
cooks in the galley a bit. 

That said, the saloon is a warm and 
comfortable space in which I’d have no 
trouble hanging out on a rainy after-
noon on the hook or while off-watch on 
an offshore passage. I also appreciated 
the conventional, forward-facing nav 
station. It has a good-sized chart table, 
ample stowage space for nav tools and 
a comfortable seat.

I tested the three-cabin/three-head 
version (a five-cabin/four-head layout 
is also available), and was particularly 
impressed with the forward cabin. It 

had good headroom, copious storage 
lockers, excellent ventilation through 
a large opening hatch and multiple 
opening ports, and a well-proportioned 
ensuite head with separate shower stall. 
The bunk is plenty wide enough for two 
at the head, but it does taper to a point 
at the foot. The berths in the aft cabins 
are larger than the forward cabin’s 
bunk, but since each aft cabin has an 
attached head, there’s not much storage 
room. The head on the starboard side 
opens up to the saloon and will be the 
one that is used while under way.

I couldn’t help but smile as we 
motored out of the marina, which was 
forested with a multitude of masts. 
While much of the former Communist 
country is landlocked, it’s obvious the 
Poles sure do love to sail. 

Getting the in-mast-furling main 
and the roller-furling jib set couldn’t 
have been easier. I settled in behind 
the leeward wheel, and soon we were 
cutting a clean wake and gurgling along 
at more than 6.5 knots upwind. Not 
too shabby in 10 knots of breeze. The 

SAIL REVIEW: DELPHIA 47

 The accommoda-
tions are modern, 

bright, and airy.
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helm was well balanced and didn’t require lots of movement 
to keep the boat in the groove. Unlike some dual-helm boats 
that can feel stiff because of the extra friction of the second 
station, the steering on the 47 was butter-smooth. The 
sightlines from either wheel and the overall functionality of 
the helm stations were excellent.

I also liked the way the sheets and other control lines led 
back to the cockpit. Each end of the double-ended main-
sheet system leads to a self-tailing winch close to the helm. 
Add the self-tacking jib that can also be easily trimmed 
by the skipper, and it doesn’t get any more singlehander-
friendly than that. Off the breeze, the non-overlapping jib 
provides a little less power than a bigger genoa, but boat 
speed still hovered around 7 knots, and I’m in no hurry to 
trade the utter ease of the self-tacker for the winch grinding 
needed to fly a bigger sail.

If we had had the time, I could have continued sailing 
across the Baltic to Sweden, but eventually we had to roll 
the sails up, turn on the engine, and make our way back to 
the marina. Engine noise was at acceptable levels both in the 
cockpit and down below; boat speed topped out at 7.8 knots 
at 2,700 rpm. The boat spun on a dime and maneuvered well.

The Delphia 47 makes a good case for the fact that a 
boat need not be radical to be successful. The boatbuilders 
at Delphia seem to believe that most folks are just looking 
for an honest, comfortable, attractive, well-built boat that 
performs well. And that’s exactly what they’ve built. 

 The galley is stylish and functional. 1) The forward stateroom has a  
good-sized berth. 2) Cockpit access is good via the walk-through transom.  
3) The head has a designer look.

1

2 3

AGENCY: JWT/Atlanta
CLIENT: USVI
AD#: USVI-12116R1
HEAD:  “Set sail for 

adventure.”

SPECS: Half-Page Vert, 4C
TRIM: 4.125” x 10.75”
BLEED: 4.25” x 11”
PUB: Canadian Yachting
DATE: August 2012

We invite you to embark on an unforgettable sailing adventure in 
St. Croix. Glide across our turquoise seas and head toward whatever 
speck on the horizon you choose to pursue. Your journey through our 
majestic waters will be exciting, thrilling, and wonderfully memorable. 

Start your adventure at visitUSVI.com.  

© 2012 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism

800.372.USVI

set sail 
   for adventure

USVI12116_4.125x10.75_CanadianYachting_R1.indd   1 6/26/12   4:39 PM

c2 CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   99 12-08-21   11:09 AM

http://visitUSVI.com


EVERYTHING FOR THE BOATER - POWER AND SAIL
With knowledgable staff to serve you - After all we’re boaters too!

Sign up for our e-newsletter and be the first to know about our specials and events
The Store Mason’s Chandlery - Port Credit Harbour Marina - 1 Port Street East - Mississauga, ON L5G 4N1

905-278-7005     800-263-1506     thestoremasons.com     Join our Facebook page

SHOP ONLINE 24/7 OR IN PERSON
         Join our Facebook Page

c2 CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   100 12-08-21   11:09 AM

http://thestoremasons.com


c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  101

 The 509 is a big, powerful 
boat and performed well even 
in our light-air test sail. 

By John Kerr

PASSION FOR DESIGN, PERFORMANCE 
PLUS AND BRILLIANTLY CONCEIVED

FROM THE FIRST TIME I SAW THIS 
BOAT FROM THE FIRST TIME I SAW 
THIS BOAT I WAS IMPRESSED. ITS 
DISTINCTIVE LOOK WAS UNIQUE. IT 
WAS BIG, IT LOOKED FAST, AND IT 
HAD THAT EDGE THAT SEEMS TO BE 
THE NEW TRADEMARK FOR PHILIPPE 
BRIAND AND THE JEANNEAU DESIGN 
TEAM. IT IS IMPRESSIVE FROM THE 
OUTSIDE WITH ITS LONG WATERLINE, 
HIGH-ASPECT-RATIO SAIL PLAN, HARD 
CHINES AND MASSIVE DECK; AND 
WONDERFULLY BRILLIANT INSIDE, 
WITH A VOLUMINOUS INTERIOR AND 
WONDERFUL DESIGN ELEMENTS. 
NO WONDER WARREN FELDSTEIN 
AND HIS FAMILY WERE MOST GRA-
CIOUS (AND KEEN) TO SHOW IT OFF 

TO CANADIAN YACHTING—AND NO 
WONDER, TOO, WHY PAUL FENN, 
PRESIDENT OF JEANNEAU NORTH 
AMERICA, STEVE MCPHERSON AND 
SHAWN BANNON OF NAVY POINT 
MARINE WERE SO KEEN AS WELL TO 
GO SAILING ON THIS BOAT.

The brilliance of the design also 
allows several variations of rigs and 
sail plans, depending on conditions 
where you sail. The hard chine 
increases stability and yields great 
interior volume. This is the new 
flagship for the Jeanneau line, built 
on the company’s experience and 
success with the 409 and 429 models. 
A variety of features and elements 
combine to make this such a 

509Jeanneau
SAIL REVIEW: JEANNEAU 509

Related Models

Sun Odyssey 469 Sun Odyssey 439
Sun Odyssey 409 Sun Odyssey 33i
Sun Odyssey 30i

Overall Length  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50’ 5”/15 .38 m
Hull Length  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49’ 1”/14 .98 m
Waterline Length  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 45’ 8”/13 .92 m
Beam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15’ 4”/4 .69 m
Displacement   .  .  .  .  .  .30,644 lbs/13,900 kg
Standard Keel Draft  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7’ 5”/2 .28 m
Shoal Keel Draft  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5’ 8”/1 .73 m
Engine   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Yanmar 75 hp diesel 
Cabins   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 / 4 / 5
Berths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 / 8 / 10 + 2
Fuel Capacity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63 US gals/240 L
Water Capacity   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 163 US gals/615 L
Sail Area Standard  .  .  . 1,227 sq ft/114 sq m
CE Category   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A13 / B14 / C16

Canadian Dealers 

Navy Point Marine 
www.navypointmarine.com

Marina Gagnon & Fils ltée  
(Groupe Performance)  
www.groupeperformancemarine.com

Fraser Yacht Sales 
www.fraseryachtsales.com

SPECIFICATIONS

Sun Odyssey

EVERYTHING FOR THE BOATER - POWER AND SAIL
With knowledgable staff to serve you - After all we’re boaters too!

Sign up for our e-newsletter and be the first to know about our specials and events
The Store Mason’s Chandlery - Port Credit Harbour Marina - 1 Port Street East - Mississauga, ON L5G 4N1
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wonderful, elegant offshore cruiser.
The wide foredeck is comple-

mented by the sort of extra elements 
that give this boat’s layout an ergo-
nomic feel: double anchor rollers, 
a deep anchor locker, above-deck 
windlass and below-deck furler are a 
few of the neat touches. The below-
deck furler allows a larger sail forward, 
adding more performance. And if you 
opt to add a Code Zero asymmetrical 
spinnaker, you gain better speed and 
performance in lighter airs. I was 
impressed, too, with the tight sheeting 
angle for the genoa, the flush hatches, 
and the rig and shroud configuration 
that allows easy access forward on the 
side decks and complements the boat’s 

expansiveness on deck. The inset 
handrail is a neat touch, too. 

Each of the twin helm stations 
boasts a compass and GPS touch-
screen instrumentation with nav, wind 
and autopilot. The twin helms (choose 
the composite steering wheels!) are far 
apart and offer superb visibility. 

Usually, one would prefer a building 
breeze for a boat test but on our chosen 
day a lighter air greeted us. That said, 
sailing a big boat in light breeze is a 
solid test of its performance potential 
and this boat did not disappoint. Its 
easy and effective steering, respon-
siveness and reasonable acceleration 
out of the tacks we attempted are a 
testament to its powerful high-aspect 

rig. This boat is easy to sail: with its 
electric winches and sheets led back to 
the helm it is configured perfectly for 
access while sailing. 

The cockpit is massive and its 
one level is a neat touch—there are 
no step-ups anywhere. Deep storage 
lockers are located on either side of the 
helm, and the drop down aft platform 
is ideal for access at anchor or on the 
dock. It opens up a ton of extra space 
and effortlessly folds away when under 
way. The high-backed coaming provides 
super-comfortable seating. A central 
locker adds storage space and can 
easily hold a genset while providing 
easy access to the steering system. 

The extra thought the 130-person 

SAIL REVIEW: JEANNEAU 509

 Jeanneau offers multiple options for layouts and finishes. Our test boat’s interior was light and bright, with a unique T-shaped galley to starboard.  The nav station is 
spacious and well placed, with a view aft through the companionway. 1) A drop-down aft platform enhances cockpit access and space. 2, 3 + 4) The main cabin 
forward offers plenty of space and storage, as well as a large hanging locker, a spacious head and a desk/vanity.

1

2 3 4
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design team at Jeanneau brings to its 
models is reflected in touches as the 
functional cockpit table with integrated 
handrails, indirect lighting, wonderful 
bottle storage, extra storage for deck 
essentials such as binoculars, and space 
for centralized instrumentation. 

The single-level cockpit leads to a 
wide and easily-accessed companion-
way with two doors and a low sill that 
in turn opens onto a whole new way 
of doing things below. The extra-wide 
living space incorporates two wide 
seats with a bar cabinet/snack drawer 
between, a unique T-shaped galley and 
spacious seating for eight to 10 people 
for dining. The interior is finished in 
striking combination of solid woods, 
mat varnish and fabric with its honey 
teak feel. Simply put, it’s a fantastic 
living space. Like the cockpit, the 
interior is on one level throughout.

Again Jeanneau allows for a variety 
of layout options with choices in 
everything from fabrics to floorboards. 
Variations include three, four and 
five-cabin configurations and accompa-
nying head layouts. 

 I loved the inset and wood detail 
on the bulkheads, the 30-mm doors, 
the wonderfully robust hardware and 
tight well-fitting cabinetry. The leather-
wrapped handrails and indirect lighting 
complement the boat’s luxurious feel. 

The focal point of the interior is 
the unique galley. It is fitted with a 
top and side-accessible fridge and 
icebox. The upper storage is huge and 
one can choose a two or three-burner 
stove/oven. The galley’s T-shaped 
layout provides two distinct working 
areas for easy food preparation or 
extra working space. This is a double 
stainless sink and more storage below 
the counter with a pull-out bin. 
Forward of the T there are superb 
pull-out drawers facing the dining 
area and space for a dishwasher, addi-
tional refrigeration or a wine cooler. 

The nav station is perfectly placed 
with a wide work surface. Facing aft 
one can easily look outside through the 
companionway. There is a bookcase 
and a large nav data screen; the main 
electrical panel is hidden behind a 
wood cabinet door while still being 
easily accessible. All electrical systems 
are centralized to this point. 

We were impressed with the great 
views through the hull ports, the 
bright and open feel of the interior 

and the dramatic sense of space. It’s 
a big boat below. 

Forward the main cabin’s larger bed 
has well-fitting and easy pull-out drawers, 
a large hanging locker and a desk/vanity 
with a seat above. There is well integrated 
upper storage and a second hanging 
locker to port. The neat aviation-style 
shades are effective in blocking the 
morning light. There is an enclosed 

two-person head forward as well that 
boasts high-quality fixtures, a molded 
vanity and a shower with teak seat. 

The Jeanneau 509 is a perfect 
example of the edge and effort this 
company is putting into its boats. It’s 
easy to see why this is the flagship for 
Jeanneau and why Warren Feldstein 
and other Jeanneau 509 owners can’t 
stop smiling. 

We have over 19 years of experience in offering policies 
from many of the best insurance providers to ensure full 
coverage, specific to your needs. Trust us with all your 
worries and sail off into the sunset with peace of mind.

Please visit our website for the many  
special servcies benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619     
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.

We have over 19 years of experience in offering policies 
from many of the best insurance providers to ensure full 
coverage, specific to your needs. Trust us with all your 
worries and sail off into the sunset with peace of mind.

Please visit our website for the many  
special servcies benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619     
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.
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Big or small we do it all. Your one stop, full service boat yard.  
Call today to reserve your space

BRACEWELL MEANS BUILT WELL

We are not just a custom builder... Here at Bracewell Marine Group, we offer a wide variety 
of services for your vessel including repair, refit and maintenance requirements. Our facility is 
able to accomodate vessels up to 150 ton and our experienced staff is capable of working on 

any vessel, no matter what design or construction.

* 150 Ton Marine Travelift
* Fiberglass Repairs
* Gelcoat Repairs
* Paint Work
* Custom Woodwork
* Decking
* Pressure Washing

* Sandblasting
* Full Machine Shop
* Steel & Aluminum Welding
* Hydraulic Services & Installation
* Shaft Repairs & New Fabrication
* Mechanical Repairs
* Polishing

Toll Free 1-877-656-1157
Phone 250-656-1157 FAX 250-656-1155

Sidney, B.C. Canada
www.philbrooks.com yachts@philbrooks.com

Haulouts
Canvas

Mechanical
Electrical

Paint
Composite

WWood
Metal Fabrication

CANADIAN SERVICE AND WARRANTY PROVIDERS
FOR NORDHAVEN AND SELENE

Why Choose 
                     Philbrook’s ? 

Because...
We’re Damn Good
We’re Experienced

We’re On Time
We’re On Budget

We Care and
We’re Full Service

Experience a Higher Standard
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 The 370 
Sundancer has 

that signature Sea 
Ray style.

By Andy Adams

SEA RAY  
370 Sundancer

AXIUS
A BARGAIN IN PLEASURE!

HOW CAN A $450,000 BOAT BE 
A BARGAIN? IT’S A BARGAIN IN 
PLEASURE…

While the bigger boats seem to 
get all the press these days, the more 
manageable but still big 37’ 6” Sea 
Ray 370 Sundancer will surprise you 
with great performance and practi-
cal accommodations. For the young 
professional couple, the 370 Sundancer 
is a romantic getaway boat, with space 
to host another couple and speed to get 
from marina to paradise in record time. 
Have a great weekend, stay till the last 
minute, then fly back to home port.

Of course, your lives will change 
over time and the 370 Sundancer will 
easily accommodate a child or two, 
or three if you fold out the salon sofa. 
You could get an easy 10 to 20 years of 
family boating and cruising aboard the 
370—and that becomes a real bargain 
in pleasure over the years.

SIGNATURE STYLE
The 370’s long, low express cruiser 
design is a signature Sea Ray style and 
will still look good years from now. The 
boat has timeless features as well. At 
the transom, you get a generous swim 
platform with fold-down boarding 
ladder, remote stereo system controls 
and a clever foldout stern seat con-
cealed in the transom where you can 
tan and watch people swimming. 

There is a storage locker for lines and 
fenders, and a transom gate that leads 
into the cockpit. Comfortable seating 
for a gang of friends hides generous 
storage bins under all of the cushions. 
Snap-out carpeting adds to the barefoot 
comfort, and there’s overhead lighting for 
evenings—very elegant. 

The refreshment area has an 
available Kenyon electric barbecue 
grill, refrigerator or icemaker, and a 
sink along with a trash locker, storage 

Test Boat Engines: Twin MerCruiser 8 .2 MAG 
ECT with Bravo Three X drives, stainless steel 
props . Engines are 8 .2-litre displacement, 380 
hp each with multi-point sequential electronic 
fuel injection and digital throttle and shift .

PERFORMANCE 
ENGINE RPM SPEED MPH
1000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5 .7
2000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9 .3
3000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .17 .4
4000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .35 .4
4900   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .44 .4

SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .37’ 6” / 11 .43 m
BEAM:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .12’ 0” / 3 .66 m
WEIGHT:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .18,064 lbs / 8,194 kg
FUEL CAPACITY:   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 225 gal / 851 .7 L
WATER CAPACITY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50 gal / 189 .3 L
WASTE CAPACITY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .28 gal / 106 L
PRICE:  (Axius model base in USD) $443,384

Test boat provided by and price quoted by: 
Sea Ray boats, www.searay.com .

Performance data by: Mercury Marine Boat 
House Bulletin .

SPECIFICATIONS

POWER REVIEW: SEA RAY 370 AXIUS
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and food prep space, too. This space is 
designed for all-day living.

The stylish hardtop protects much 
of the cockpit from direct sun yet still 
leaves “tanning room.” You can open 
it all up for a perfect outdoor boating 
experience, or zip up the canvas if your 
weather is less than perfect.

Our test boat had a swivel compan-
ion seat plus a double-wide helm seat. 
This adjusts forward and backward, 
has flip bolsters for a higher vantage 
point and a fold-down foot rest for 
added comfort. But the best feature 
is that the whole seat can rotate to 
face back into the cockpit. This makes 
the cockpit a far more functional 
space, accommodating more people in 

significantly greater comfort.
At the helm, Sea Ray has stayed 

with full analog instruments for the 
twin 8.2 L MAG ECT big-block 
engines while including the digital 
SmartCraft Vessel View system 
with daylight-viewable LCD screen. 
This duplicates some instrument 
information but adds a wealth of 
other vessel metrics. It’s an impres-
sive helm and at night that array of 
gauges will look great lit up!

This style of boat generally offers 
great sightlines in all directions. The 
elegant wood-rimmed steering wheel 
tilts for standing or seated driving, and 
the SmartCraft controls fall easily to 
hand for enthusiastic running.

JOYSTICK DOCKING
Our test boat was equipped with the 
Axius joystick docking system, including 
the Skyhook feature. It is intuitive and 
easy to use. A single button press acti-
vates the Axius system, integrates with 
your GPS and then uses short bursts of 
engine thrust to hold your position while 
you wait to enter a narrow channel or get 
to the fuel dock, even in current or wind. 
Dockside, the Axius joystick system will 
literally enable the Sundancer to maneu-
ver in any direction, turning, pivoting and 
even moving sideways to help you into 
your slip, making docking effortless, even 
in windy conditions.

While we think Sea Ray’s 370 
Sundancer can be your bargain-priced 

 We especially liked the big slide out crisper drawer.  The master berth retracts electrically, freeing up floor space.  There are analog 
instruments plus the SmartCraft Vessel View system.  Great feature - the companion and the double helm seats swivel to join the party. 
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POWER REVIEW: SEA RAY 370 AXIUS
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home on the water, it’s also well 
suited to those looking for an exhila-
rating rush of wind and spray. The 
MerCruiser 8.2 L engines really love to 
run, delivering a massive acceleration 
force to get your whole gang up on the 
plane and, with the tabs down, stay 
planing down to slow speeds for the 
nicest possible ride in rough water.

Cruising at around 3,500 to 4,000 
RPM is the most economical rate to 
travel from A to B but the MerCruiser 
8.2 L engines always seem to want to 
go faster! The test boat ran an impres-
sive 44 MPH out in the bay in Florida, 
and the waves from passing boats 
didn’t upset the 370 at all. Handling 
was sports car precise and turning was 
very tight; overall the boat delivers a 
very satisfying level of performance.

SPACIOUS BELOW
In the cabin, the boat’s many strengths 
continue. The salon feels open and 
spacious; added space is liberated by 
the electric retractable forward island 
berth. At night in the extended position, 
you have a shaped queen-sized berth, 

but by pressing a button, this retracts by 
about two feet opening up much more 
floor space, especially in the galley area. 
It becomes a great lounge seat for TV 
viewing or reading. Very clever! A big-
screen TV is located by the salon settee.

The galley is well equipped, with a 
good sized Dometic refrigerator plus a 
separate crisper drawer, a two-burner 
stove with a cover, microwave, an excel-
lent locker for bottles, boxes and spices 
plus plenty of storage.

The area below the helm is a great 
conversation space that converts into a 
queen-size sleeping area with a privacy 
curtain—great for guests or kids.

To port of the floating wooden stairs 
is a fully enclosed head with a separate 
shower stall. There is a stainless steel 
sink in a handsome vanity offering 
space to store toilet tissue, towels and 
such, while the medicine cabinet has 
cosmetic space and mirrors well placed 
for shaving or makeup.

Overall, this is a sport cruiser that 
will deliver decades of pleasure. And 
when you’re finally ready to move on, it’s 
still a Sea Ray when you trade it in! 

 The salon is attractive and spacious.  The 
optional electric grill and icemaker are popular.

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 
1-888-CPS-BOAT | www.cpsboat.ca

EMERGENCIES DO 
OCCUR
Does everyone on board know how  
to call for help?

The Maritime Radio Course provides 
you with training on emergency radio 
procedures along with everyday 
operating techniques.

Boaters who already have their 
certificate may upgrade to include 
the new DSC endorsement.

You need certification to operate 
a marine radio. Secure your family’s 
lifeline; be sure that you and your 
crew are certified to use your
VHF radio.
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cpsboat.ca

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons introduce  

Boating Essentials

Available at a Squadron near you Fall 2012Available at a Squadron near you Fall 2012

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 
1-888-CPS-BOAT  |  www.cpsboat.ca

You have the Operator Card, now get the Essentials,  
and Cruise with Confidence
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ALTHOUGH THE PRESTIGE 500S IS 
NEW FOR 2012, I FIRST HAD A FIRST 
LOOK IN FLORIDA IN 2011, AND I 
STEPPED OFF WITH A SENSE OF 
AMAZEMENT, ANXIOUS TO STAND 
BACK AND SEE THE WHOLE BOAT 
FROM A DISTANCE TO FIGURE OUT 
WHERE ALL THE SPACE CAME FROM.

This is a sedan (or coupe) design 
that is actually under 50’ (49’ 1” 
overall). Yet the designers found room 
for a full-beam master stateroom with 
standing headroom that has a private 
ensuite head including a separate 
shower stall; a guest stateroom forward; 
a midships double cabin; a second full 
head; a very spacious salon; a galley on 
the main level; a generous cockpit and 
even a tender garage!

With twin Volvo IPS 600 pod 
drive engines, the Prestige 500S runs 
to 34 MPH and accelerates with 

determination, too.
At their press briefing in Miami in 

February 2012, Jean-Paul Chapeleau, 
directeur general for Prestige, told 
us that their goal was to become one 
of the world’s most recognized yacht 
brands. The company, part of the giant 
Groupe Beneteau organization, offers 
a whole line of new yachts from their 
350 model to their 60-footer, most in 
both sedan and flying bridge versions. 
A 70-footer was to debut at Cannes in 
2013 and their goal is to be a central 
player in the North American market.

We travelled to Performance Marine 
in Saint-Paul-de-l’Île-aux-Noix, south of 
Montréal on the Richilieu River leading 
to Lake Champlain. It is a gorgeous 
area, great for boating and only a short 
drive from downtown Montréal.

The Prestige 500S is an ideal design 
for this area. It can be a high-speed 

Test Boat Engines: Twin Volvo Penta IPS 
600 pod drives, D6 435 diesel engines 
with 6 cylinders, twin cams, 4 valves per 
cylinder, turbocharged and aftercooled, 435 
hp each . Includes joystick docking .

PERFORMANCE 
ENGINE RPM SPEED MPH
1000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .7 .4
1500   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10 .3
2000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .13 .0
2600   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .19 .7
3000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .25 .0
3500   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .31 .9
3626   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .33 .9

CRUISING SPEED RPM/MPH
3,400 / 28 .8

SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH OVERALL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .49’ 1” / 15 .2 m
BEAM:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14’ 9” / 4 .5
WEIGHT:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29,750 lbs / 13,500 kgs
FUEL CAPACITY:   .  .  . 2 x 172 gal / 2 x 650 L
WATER CAPACITY:  .  .  . 2 x 84 gal / 2 x 318 L
WASTE CAPACITY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .32 gal / 120 L
PRICE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . starting at USD $800,000

Test boat provided by Performance Marine, 
www.pmarine.com.

Performance data and price quoted by 
Prestige Luxury Motor Yachts,  
www.prestige-yachts.com.

SPECIFICATIONS

ASTONISHING 
Accommodations!

THIS NEW ENTRY TO THE NORTH AMERICAN MOTORYACHT MARKET PACKS AN  
IMPRESSIVE AMOUNT OF LIVING SPACE INTO A VERSATILE LAYOUT.

By Andy Adams

POWER REVIEW: PRESTIGE 500S

cpsboat.ca

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons introduce  

Boating Essentials

Available at a Squadron near you Fall 2012Available at a Squadron near you Fall 2012

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 
1-888-CPS-BOAT  |  www.cpsboat.ca

You have the Operator Card, now get the Essentials,  
and Cruise with Confidence
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getaway boat for a weekday escape after 
work or a floating cottage on weekends, 
and has the size and power to handle 
the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence or a 
run down the Intercoastal Waterway to 
the Caribbean in winter.

Approaching the Prestige 500S for 
the first time, you notice the sedan 
style is lower from the waterline than a 

flying bridge boat would be (although 
Prestige does offer a flying bridge 
version) and the sedan has a single 
interior helm.

You can simply walk aboard the 
boat, unlock the glass aft bulkhead 
door, cast off the lines and take off, 
without fiddling with canvas and 
without much regard to the weather. 

Press a few buttons and the cabin roof 
slides open electrically, the side glass 
lowers and, with the aft bulkhead open, 
it’s almost like a huge open boat. But 
if it’s rainy, keep it closed up and run 
the massive windshield wipers. If it’s 
too hot, run the air conditioning and 
the windshield defroster vents. Small 
effort—big rewards.

 The huge electric sliding sunroof brings in all the fresh air 
and sun you could ever ask. The double wide helm seat and 

conveniently located control make this yacht a pleasure to run.

 a filler cushion turns this 
into an enormous sun tan area.
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POWER REVIEW: PRESTIGE 500S

4 1 5  W e s t  E s p l a n a d e ,  N o r t h  V a n c o u v e r,  B C  |  6 0 4 . 9 8 7 . 4 1 1 3  |  w w w. m o s q u i t o c r e e k m a r i n a . c o m

 

September 20–23 • 2012 

T h e  6 t h  A n n u a l

Mosquito

Creek
Marina The 6th Annual Boat Show at the Creek is sponsored in part by...

Mosquito Creek Marina
— in association with —

The British Columbia Yacht Brokers Association

The 6th Annual  
Boat Show at the Creek

Join us Thursday to Sunday, September 20–23, 2012
The 2012 Boat Show at the Creek offers more opportunities than ever for you, your family, and 
your friends to relax and get out on the water!

> 100’s of Marine Vendors, Yacht Brokers, Sail & Power Boats on the water;

> Increased Parking, including a new Valet Parking option;
> The Beer Garden & Food Court are open every day;

> Boating Seminars held daily aboard Celebration on Water;

> Boarding Pass: $12/one-day or $25/four-days;

> Text the words  “Boat Show”  to 57000 for Information &  Discount Codes!

September 20–23, 2012 • Mosquito Creek Marina
Thursday – Friday:  12 noon – 6 pm 

Saturday: 10 am – 6 pm • Sunday: 10 am – 4 pm
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Gemini 105Mc Catamaran

North Lakes Yachting Inc. Sales | Charters | Brokerage

NorthLakesYachting.com | Port Credit Harbour Marina | 905-458-8207 

See the Delphia 33, 37 & 40 and the Gemini 105 at the Port Credit Boat Show Aug 24–26
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We like a boat with usable side 
decks and Prestige has big rails with 
lifelines and beefy cabin-side hand-
holds. Both side decks are a usable 
size but the boat is asymmetrical with 
a comfortably wider deck on the port 
side. You can securely head forward to 
the big sun lounge on the bow. This 
includes a retractable sun awning and 
adjustable backrests. The 500S also 
features a big Delta anchor, a Lewmar 
windlass and a generous anchor locker.

At night, the steps are illuminated 
for safety. Lights on the cabin overhang 
also illuminate the cockpit, where a 
huge bench seat with a high-low teak 
table provides a delightful outdoor 
dining area or can be dropped down 
to convert this into an enormous sun 
lounge. At the touch of a button, all 
that lifts to reveal the tender garage 
that lies below the cockpit but above 
the engine bay! A great use of space...

Our test boat had glorious and 
comfortable teak flooring. A great 
touch from this builder with a sailboat 
heritage on the Jeanneau side of the 
family, are the line boxes on the port 
and starboard sides to keep things 
neat and tidy. A warping winch is 
included as well, enabling you to 
bring the lines in or let them out in 
response to tidal changes in water 
level. Three floor sections here lift for 
storage access and also for port and 
starboard-side engine access.

From the cockpit, slide the glass 
bulkhead open. As you enter, the 
expanse of side glass catches your 
eye. This boat has a very bright 
interior, enhanced by the use of white 

carpeting, white upholstery and white 
galley counters, yet I felt it was still 
comfortable in bright sun thanks to 
the mirrored side glass—very cool! The 
glass is also a big help with the air-
conditioning load. The test boat had a 
60,000-BTU system.

The salon has a portside bench 
with seating for six or more, but there’s 
no storage under the seats; instead 
they provide headroom in the master 
stateroom below. The dining table has 
leaves with slide-out supports.

The galley is down one step and I’m 
not sure why. However, it’s a really nice 
arrangement with L-shaped counter 
areas, filler sections to give lots of 
unobstructed counter space for food 
prep and serving, and the attractive 
white counter surfaces. The test boat 
was fitted with a built-in Vitrifrigo 
refrigerator with freezer, a Cuisinart 
convection microwave and a Danby 
dishwasher! We really appreciate the 
Whirlpool range hood.

We also liked the serving island 
that incorporates storage inside, 
including a trash locker, cutlery 
drawer and bin for pots and pans. It 
struck us as a good galley overall—and 
we love the location right against the 
aft bulkhead with easy access to the 
cockpit and swim platform for dining 
and entertaining. By the bulkhead 
door is the electrical panel and under 
that is a locker and a pullout bottle 
rack and glasses rack. 

Right there to starboard is the 
private stairway to one of the most 
impressive features on the Prestige 
500S, the full-beam master stateroom. 

Accommodation like this on a 
50-footer are quite amazing to find! 
There are huge side glass areas in the 
hull as well as opening portholes port 
and starboard to make this feel like 
an above-decks cabin. It’s not just 
full-beam but it has six feet of standing 
height, with a 160-by-200-cm king-size 
bed. There are bedside tables, a combi-
nation desk/makeup table on the port 
side, a flat-screen TV mounted on the 
bulkhead, hanging locker, starboard-
side locker for clothes, plus two more 
bins under the bed.

The ensuite master head is spacious 
and nicely equipped but it’s broken 
up into three different floor levels! 
The MSD is mounted highest and we 
have to observe that it truly is a throne! 
There is lots more storage for towels 
and cosmetics, mirrors for shaving and 
makeup, and a vessel-type sink as well 
as a fully enclosed shower stall. 

The guest stateroom in the forward 
vee has a makeup table, two lockers, 
big side glass hull panels with opening 
ports and remote audio controls. 
You can make up this berth as either 
a double or two singles so it’s very 
versatile. This space has a separate 
entrance to the day head which is 
equipped with a vessel sink, big 
mirrors, opening ports and folding 
shower enclosure in a clear acrylic.

The midships stateroom is still 
big enough to be comfortable and is 
equipped with two singles that can be 
filled in for a queen berth, a big locker 
and opening portholes as well as air 
conditioning. It’s a great space for kids, 
crew, or guests.

POWER REVIEW: PRESTIGE 500S

 In this extreme wide-angle view of the salon, you get 
a good impression of how the bright white upholstery, 
headliner and huge side windows, plus the opening 
overhead sunroof, make it such a bright and open area.
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We can’t say much about the 
performance and seakeeping qualities 
of the 500S—the water was millpond 
flat for our test and we were in a 
sheltered area. Still, the boat acceler-
ates strongly and quickly reaches top 
speed with impressive smoothness. 
The twin Volvo Penta IPS 600 engines 

are mounted a bit forward and drive 
through jack shafts for optimum 
weight distribution. 

The helm is very complete yet 
simple and comfortable to use, with 
a large Raymarine multi-function 
display, tilt steering, double-wide seat 
and excellent outward vision to most 

sectors, even from a sitting position. 
You can open the roof and stand up to 
look out all around, while the electric 
opening side glass admits just the right 
amount of fresh air. 

If you are lucky enough to be shop-
ping in this price bracket, the Prestige 
500S deserves to be on your list! 

 The Prestige 
500S at speed.

1) The full-beam 
master stateroom 
has a private 
entrance and private 
head. 2) Both heads 
feature vessel sinks 
and elegant fittings. 
3) The forward 
stateroom berth 
can be two singles 
or a queen.

1

32
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WHY SKYLINE MARINA?
� 8 Full time Certified Sales Consultants � 20,000 Sq. Ft. Heated Showroom in Orillia
� 2 On-water locations � Celebrating our 53rd year of Sales & Service
� Huge selection of New, Pre-Owned & Brokerage boats � Aggressive Financing Available
� Mobile Service � Several Certified Service Technicians 

2007 SEA RAY 48 SUNDANCER - Hydraulic Swim Platform, Bow Thruster, Navy Midnight Blue Gel 
coat Hull Color, Satellite TV, Cockpit Air Conditioning and Heat, Cockpit TV/DVD, Teak Flooring in the 
Upper Cockpit area, Twin E-120 GPS Chart Plotter/Radar Screens, Auto Pilot, Smart Craft, Under-
water Lights, Forward Deck Sun pad, Washer Dryer Combo, Central Vac, and more.  $549,900 US.

2008 520 Cruisers Yachts Express-Full Raymarine Electronics 
package, Hydraulic Swim Platform, Bow Thruster, 40” Cockpit 
TV/DVD, Cockpit Grill, Coloured Hull (Navy Blue), Dishwasher, 
Washer Dryer, Upgraded Salon Flat Panel TV with Surround 
Sound System, Cockpit Air Conditioning and Heat, Upgraded 
Generator, and more!  $519,900

2008 520 Cruisers Yachts Express-Full Raymarine Electronics 
package, Hydraulic Swim Platform, Bow Thruster, 40” Cockpit 
TV/DVD, Cockpit Grill, Coloured Hull (Navy Blue), Dishwasher, 
Washer Dryer, Upgraded Salon Flat Panel TV with Surround 
Sound System, Cockpit Air Conditioning and Heat, Upgraded 
Generator, and more!  $519,900

2010 390 Sea Ray Sundancer-Highly desirable Axius Joystick Dock-
ing System and only 187 careful hours! Launched/waxed and detailed 
as new April! Notable optional features include Cockpit Air Conditioning/
Heat, Light Cherry High Gloss Cabinetry, Central Vacuum, Foredeck Sun 
Pad Loungers w/Backrests, Dash Cover, Spotlight, Cockpit Refrigerator, 
Raymarine E120 Chart Plotter/Radar, All Chain Windlass, etc. $279,900

390 Carver Cockpit Motor Yacht - !!!REDUCED!!! NOW just 
$72,000.00 Loads of room and plenty of natural light below 
decks make this classic style double cabin Carver 390 truly a 
comfortable boat. It has a modified V hull and an expansive salon 
area mid cabin, and tucked conveniently off to the side of it is the 
sunken galley, with fridge/freezer, stove, oven.

1998 Pursuit 2870 Center Console- Newer Ray Marine C120 
GPS Chart Plotter, Upgraded Electronic Controls, Newer Auto 
Pilot, Windlass, and an Engine Power Upgrade in 2002. Also 
included is a custom galvanized trailer. $49,900

 2012 350 Sea Ray Sundancer.  The 350 Sundancer proves that Sea 
Ray is always pushing into new and rewarding territory. Four oversized 
hull windows contribute to enhanced interior visibility and ambient light. 
There is a clever aft-facing transom seat, optional cockpit barbecue and 
flatscreen TV, and an electrically adjustable forward berth. A plunging 
sheer line and contoured fiberglass sport spoiler are sure to grab 
attention wherever you go. CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING!
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� 8 Full time Certified Sales Consultants � 20,000 Sq. Ft. Heated Showroom in Orillia
� 2 On-water locations � Celebrating our 53rd year of Sales & Service
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2010 390 Sea Ray Sundancer-Highly desirable Axius Joystick Dock-
ing System and only 187 careful hours! Launched/waxed and detailed 
as new April! Notable optional features include Cockpit Air Conditioning/
Heat, Light Cherry High Gloss Cabinetry, Central Vacuum, Foredeck Sun 
Pad Loungers w/Backrests, Dash Cover, Spotlight, Cockpit Refrigerator, 
Raymarine E120 Chart Plotter/Radar, All Chain Windlass, etc. $279,900

390 Carver Cockpit Motor Yacht - !!!REDUCED!!! NOW just 
$72,000.00 Loads of room and plenty of natural light below 
decks make this classic style double cabin Carver 390 truly a 
comfortable boat. It has a modified V hull and an expansive salon 
area mid cabin, and tucked conveniently off to the side of it is the 
sunken galley, with fridge/freezer, stove, oven.

1998 Pursuit 2870 Center Console- Newer Ray Marine C120 
GPS Chart Plotter, Upgraded Electronic Controls, Newer Auto 
Pilot, Windlass, and an Engine Power Upgrade in 2002. Also 
included is a custom galvanized trailer. $49,900

 2012 350 Sea Ray Sundancer.  The 350 Sundancer proves that Sea 
Ray is always pushing into new and rewarding territory. Four oversized 
hull windows contribute to enhanced interior visibility and ambient light. 
There is a clever aft-facing transom seat, optional cockpit barbecue and 
flatscreen TV, and an electrically adjustable forward berth. A plunging 
sheer line and contoured fiberglass sport spoiler are sure to grab 
attention wherever you go. CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING!
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PAT STURGEON YACHTS LTD.
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

Dealers in 
association 
with Hans 
Fogh for ;

Welcome to the Hanse family 
The all new Hanse 415

Hanses are known for their 
exceptional sailing performance 
and luxurious yet family friendly 

interiors and the new 415 does 
not disappoint!  Call for more 

details and pricing.

Introducing the J70 Speedster 
Jboats first ramp launch-able 
keelboat! Designed as a high 

performance, easy to own one-
design that is exciting to sail 
and built to last! Just arrived 

and ready to go! $49,900

Coming Soon! J70 Speedster!

2002 Beneteau 361 Oceanis
$120,000

1991 Catalina Tri-Cabin 42
$109,900

2004 Beneteau 423 
$179,000

2011 Hanse 355
$155,000

1990 C&C 37/40
$79,900

1988 Star� ight 38
$69,900

TELSTAR 28 2005 $69,000 

CS 30  4 FROM $37,900

J92s 30 2007 $89,900

HUGHES 31  1981 $29,500

MIRAGE 32  1989 $29,900

ONTARIO 32  1975 $32,900

C&C 33 SLOOP  1976 $42,000

C&C 33 MKII  1985  $39,900

CS 33  2 FROM $39,900

HUNTER 33 CHERUBINI  1977 $19,900

J100  2006 $95,000

VIKING 33  1973 $19,990

ALOHA 34  1984  $29,900

COLUMBIA 34 MKII  1975 $41,500

J34  1985 $29,500

VIKING 34  1979 $24,900

C&C 35 MK1  1972 $42,000

GOMAN EXPRESS 35  1987 $44,900

GODERICH 35  2002 $159,000

MIRAGE 35  1984 $49,000

NIAGARA 35  1978 $54,900

C&C 36+  1996 $94,900

CS 36 MERLIN  1988 $79,900

CS 36 TRADITIONAL  1981 $57,000

TRIPP 37  1987 $49,000

BENETEAU FIRST CLASS 12  1987 $49,500

BENETEAU FIRST 405  1986 $80,000

C&C 41  1983 $105,000

CATALINA 42 TRI-CABIN  1989 $114,900

COLVIN GAZELLE 42  1985 $30,000

ENDEAVOUR 42 CC  1988  $99,000

WHITBY 42 1973 $85,000

BENETEAU OCEANIS 44 CC  1995 $179,000

RELIANCE 44  1987/2002 $80,000

MODEL YEAR PRICE

These are just some of the more than 90 brokerage boats for sale - visit our website for a complete list!

1 Port East, Port Cedit Ontario L5G 4N1 905-278-5100
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

MODEL YEAR PRICE

 
TRUST
INTEGRITY 
KNOWLEDGE

TORONTO
Port Credit Harbour Marina

1 Port Street East, Mississauga 
905 271 2222 

SACKETS HARBOR
500 West Main St.

Sackets Harbour NY
315 646 3364

ROCHESTER
  1 Joy Lane

Rochester NY
585 266 3980

NAVY POINT YACHT SALES GETS RESULTS! 
Whether you are selling or buying a sailboat, NAVY POINT has the solution for you.

As well as being one of the top JEANNEAU dealers in North America,  
Navy Point has extensive knowledge of the used boat market and with three locations  
around Lake Ontario - Sackets Harbor, Rochester and Toronto - we have you covered. 

Our sales consultants work hard to get you the results you want. BEST DEALS - BEST BOATS

EXCLUSIVE ONTARIO AND NEW YORK DEALERS FOR:

2004 BENETEAU 331 - Fresh water, nicely equipped - $89,000

NAVY POINT SELECT BROKERAGE

2004 CATALINA 387 -  clean - good shape - $144,000

 navypointmarine.com
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C&C 41  1983 $105,000

CATALINA 42 TRI-CABIN  1989 $114,900

COLVIN GAZELLE 42  1985 $30,000

ENDEAVOUR 42 CC  1988  $99,000

WHITBY 42 1973 $85,000

BENETEAU OCEANIS 44 CC  1995 $179,000

RELIANCE 44  1987/2002 $80,000

MODEL YEAR PRICE

These are just some of the more than 90 brokerage boats for sale - visit our website for a complete list!

1 Port East, Port Cedit Ontario L5G 4N1 905-278-5100
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

MODEL YEAR PRICE

 
TRUST
INTEGRITY 
KNOWLEDGE

TORONTO
Port Credit Harbour Marina

1 Port Street East, Mississauga 
905 271 2222 

SACKETS HARBOR
500 West Main St.

Sackets Harbour NY
315 646 3364

ROCHESTER
  1 Joy Lane

Rochester NY
585 266 3980

NAVY POINT YACHT SALES GETS RESULTS! 
Whether you are selling or buying a sailboat, NAVY POINT has the solution for you.

As well as being one of the top JEANNEAU dealers in North America,  
Navy Point has extensive knowledge of the used boat market and with three locations  
around Lake Ontario - Sackets Harbor, Rochester and Toronto - we have you covered. 

Our sales consultants work hard to get you the results you want. BEST DEALS - BEST BOATS

EXCLUSIVE ONTARIO AND NEW YORK DEALERS FOR:

2004 BENETEAU 331 - Fresh water, nicely equipped - $89,000

NAVY POINT SELECT BROKERAGE

2004 CATALINA 387 -  clean - good shape - $144,000

 navypointmarine.com
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41’  Catalina Morgan CC – 1988

$95,000
40’  Beneteau Oceanis 400  – 1993

$73,900
34’  Beneteau 343 – 2008

$119,900

45’ Sea Ray Express Bridge – 1999 

$195,000
41’ Silverton  – 2003

$197,000
38’ Sea Ray Sundancer 380 – 2002

$144,999
32’ Sea Ray 320 Sundancer – 2006

$119,000

41’ Dufour Gib’Sea  – 2003

$149,000

SA
IL

P
O

W
E

R

Toronto Yacht Sales at Outer Harbour Marina
47 Unwin Ave. Toronto, ON M4M 3M2
www.TorontoYachtSales.com | T. (416) 469-2628

Sailboats for sale Sailboats for sale Powerboats for sale

Call Adrian to LIST or BUY
(613)985-3600

Call Adrian to LIST or BUY
(613)985-3600

54′ Bluebird of Thorne Steel 1990/2004-$199,999
51′ Formosa 51 – 1977 – $97,000
49′ Beneteau 49 – 2007 – $349,000 
45′ Beneteau 456 – 1985 – $59,900 
41′ Lord Nelson Cruiser – 1982 – $109,995
41′ Dufour Gib’Sea 41 Tri Cabin-2003 - $139,000
41′ Bristol 41.1 Centre Cockpit - 1984 – $119,000
41′ Catalina Morgan CC – 1988 – $95,000
40′ Beneteau Oceanis 400 -  1993 - $99,900
40′ Catalina 400-1997/2010 - $139,900 REDUCED
38’ C&C Landfall – 1982 - $TBA
37’ Farr Dickerson – 1985 - $49,900
37′ Alberg 37 Yawl – 1971 – $28,500
36′ Beneteau 36s7 – 1996 – $94,995 REDUCED
36′ Catalina 36 – 1996 – $89,900
36′ Pearson 365 X2 – 1976/73 – $39,995
36′ CS 36 Traditional Cutter – 1982 – $58,500

36′ Hunter Vision – 1993 – $57,900
35′ Catalina 350 MKII – 2008 – $174,999
34′ Beneteau 343 – 2008 – $119,900
32’ Beneteau 32 S5 – 1989 - $TBA
32′ Bayfield 32C1975 – $20,000 
32′ Catalina 320-1997 - $73,900 REDUCED
29′ Hunter 29.5 – 1994 – $34,500
29′ Bayfield 29 – 1988 – $28,900
29′ Columbia 8.7 – 1978 – $18,900
26′ Nonsuch Classic – 1984 – $35,900

Powerboats for sale
69′ Aluminium Chris-1971/1996 - $295,000 
48′ Regency 48 – 1987 – $99,900
45′ Sea Ray 450 – 1999 – $195,000
42’ Sea Lord Trawler - TBA
42′ Cruisers Inc. 415 – 2007 – $269,900

42′ Prowler 12 Meter – 1991 – $109,000
41′ Silverton 41 Sport Bridge-2003 - $197,000 
40’ Sea Ray Sedan – 1999 - $145,000
39′ Trojan 390 T Exress Cruiser – $79,000 
38′ Sea Ray Sundancer 380 - 2002 - $134,999
37′ Trojan 11 Meter Sedan -1985 - $49,900
36′ Carver 3607 Aft Cabin - 1982 - $39,900
35′ Sea Ray 350 -1990 - $39,900
35′ Prowler 35 Sundeck -1988 - $BEST OFFER
34′ Carver 634 Santego-1991 - $39,900 REDUCED
32′ Sea Ray 320 Sundancer – 2006 – $119,000
29′ Sea Ray 290 – 2000 – $49,900
28′ Rinker 260 Express Cruiser – 2008 – $39,900
28′ Formula 280 Bowrider-2007-$78,900 REDUCED 
25′ Four Winns 258 - 2007 – $49,900 REDUCED
24′ Sea Ray 240 Sundancer – 1997 – $25,500
23′ Crownline 230 Bowrider – 2003 – $29,999

In Kingston?

Apply in confidence to 
Andre@torontoyachtsales.com

Brokers 
Wanted

And Introducing

for all 3 locations
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41’  Catalina Morgan CC – 1988

$95,000
40’  Beneteau Oceanis 400  – 1993

$73,900
34’  Beneteau 343 – 2008

$119,900

45’ Sea Ray Express Bridge – 1999 

$195,000
41’ Silverton  – 2003

$197,000
38’ Sea Ray Sundancer 380 – 2002

$144,999
32’ Sea Ray 320 Sundancer – 2006

$119,000

41’ Dufour Gib’Sea  – 2003

$149,000

SA
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W
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R

Toronto Yacht Sales at Outer Harbour Marina
47 Unwin Ave. Toronto, ON M4M 3M2
www.TorontoYachtSales.com | T. (416) 469-2628

Sailboats for sale Sailboats for sale Powerboats for sale

Call Adrian to LIST or BUY
(613)985-3600

Call Adrian to LIST or BUY
(613)985-3600

54′ Bluebird of Thorne Steel 1990/2004-$199,999
51′ Formosa 51 – 1977 – $97,000
49′ Beneteau 49 – 2007 – $349,000 
45′ Beneteau 456 – 1985 – $59,900 
41′ Lord Nelson Cruiser – 1982 – $109,995
41′ Dufour Gib’Sea 41 Tri Cabin-2003 - $139,000
41′ Bristol 41.1 Centre Cockpit - 1984 – $119,000
41′ Catalina Morgan CC – 1988 – $95,000
40′ Beneteau Oceanis 400 -  1993 - $99,900
40′ Catalina 400-1997/2010 - $139,900 REDUCED
38’ C&C Landfall – 1982 - $TBA
37’ Farr Dickerson – 1985 - $49,900
37′ Alberg 37 Yawl – 1971 – $28,500
36′ Beneteau 36s7 – 1996 – $94,995 REDUCED
36′ Catalina 36 – 1996 – $89,900
36′ Pearson 365 X2 – 1976/73 – $39,995
36′ CS 36 Traditional Cutter – 1982 – $58,500

36′ Hunter Vision – 1993 – $57,900
35′ Catalina 350 MKII – 2008 – $174,999
34′ Beneteau 343 – 2008 – $119,900
32’ Beneteau 32 S5 – 1989 - $TBA
32′ Bayfield 32C1975 – $20,000 
32′ Catalina 320-1997 - $73,900 REDUCED
29′ Hunter 29.5 – 1994 – $34,500
29′ Bayfield 29 – 1988 – $28,900
29′ Columbia 8.7 – 1978 – $18,900
26′ Nonsuch Classic – 1984 – $35,900

Powerboats for sale
69′ Aluminium Chris-1971/1996 - $295,000 
48′ Regency 48 – 1987 – $99,900
45′ Sea Ray 450 – 1999 – $195,000
42’ Sea Lord Trawler - TBA
42′ Cruisers Inc. 415 – 2007 – $269,900

42′ Prowler 12 Meter – 1991 – $109,000
41′ Silverton 41 Sport Bridge-2003 - $197,000 
40’ Sea Ray Sedan – 1999 - $145,000
39′ Trojan 390 T Exress Cruiser – $79,000 
38′ Sea Ray Sundancer 380 - 2002 - $134,999
37′ Trojan 11 Meter Sedan -1985 - $49,900
36′ Carver 3607 Aft Cabin - 1982 - $39,900
35′ Sea Ray 350 -1990 - $39,900
35′ Prowler 35 Sundeck -1988 - $BEST OFFER
34′ Carver 634 Santego-1991 - $39,900 REDUCED
32′ Sea Ray 320 Sundancer – 2006 – $119,000
29′ Sea Ray 290 – 2000 – $49,900
28′ Rinker 260 Express Cruiser – 2008 – $39,900
28′ Formula 280 Bowrider-2007-$78,900 REDUCED 
25′ Four Winns 258 - 2007 – $49,900 REDUCED
24′ Sea Ray 240 Sundancer – 1997 – $25,500
23′ Crownline 230 Bowrider – 2003 – $29,999

In Kingston?

Apply in confidence to 
Andre@torontoyachtsales.com

Brokers 
Wanted

And Introducing

for all 3 locations
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BROKERAGE

RCR YACHTS Sabre Spirit 36, 386, 426, 456

Your US Brokerage Advantage – Servicing both Canada and the US

Locations on Lake Ontario and Lake Erie
Buffalo . Erie . Rochester . Sodus Point . Youngstown
716-745-3862  E-mail: sail@rcryachts.com

PRICES SHOWN IN US FUNDS

SAIL 
HUNTER 44 AFT COCKPIT 2004 $174,900
FRERS 43 1981 $28,500
SABRE 426 2003 $339,000
HUNTER 41 AFT COCKPIT 2004 $174,000
TARTAN 41 NEW DIESEL 1975 $44,900
BENETEAU FIRST 40.7 (TWO AVAIL) $139,900
BENETEAU OCEANIS 400 1996 $89,900
PEARSON 39 1989 $88,900
CATALINA 38 1983 $38,900
IRWIN 38 CC 1984 $49,900
BENETEAU 37 2008 $154,900
DEHLER 37 CWS 1992 $79,900
TARTAN 37 1979 $45,000
TRIPP 37 1987 $49,900
BENETEAU 36.7 2005 $118,500
BENETEAU OCEANIS 36 CC 1998 $89,900
SABRE 362 1993 $129,900
C&C 35-3 1985 $39,900
CATALINA 350 2004 $114,900
HUNTER 356 2003 $89,900
BENETEAU OCEANIS 34 2012 $138,900
BENETEAU 343 2008 $109,900
HUNTER 340 2001 $79,000
J/34 1985 $19,900

SABRE 34 FK 1979 $29,900
C&C 33-1 1976 $22,900
C&C 33-2 1986 (TWO AVAIL) $34,900
J/33 1989 $39,900
S2 10.3 METER 1985 $16,900
BENETEAU 32 MOTOR SAILOR 1979 $19,900
CATALINA 320 2007 $119,900
HUNTER 320 2001 $52,900
SABRE 32 1987 $39,000
BENETEAU OCEANIS 31 2011 $115,000
HUNTER 310 1998 $49,500
TARTAN 31 1990 $52,900
ANDREWS 30 1985 $29,900
ALLIED CHANCE 30-30 1973 $8,900
C&C REDWING 30 1969 $8,900
C&C 30 1974 $19,900
CATALINA 30 1975 $11,500
CUSTOM RACER W/TRAILER 1993 $22,900
FRERS 30 1987 $29,900
BAYFIELD 29 1988 $29,900
C&C 29-2 1984 $24,900
ISLANDER 28 1976 $7,900
SABRE 28 1975 $12,900
CATALINA 27 1982 $8,500
ERICSON 27 1976 $5,900

HUNTER 27 2005 $49,900
O’DAY 27 1977 $7,500
J/80 W/TRAILER 2012 $56,900
S2 8.0 1983 $6,495

POWER BOATS 
JEFFERSON MONTICELLO 48 1988 $149,900
BAYLINER 4387 MOTOR YACHT 1991 $89,900
WELLCRAFT 43 PORTAFINO 1988 $49,900
MAXUM 4100 SCR 1997 $119,900
SEA RAY 410 SUNDANCER 2000 $128,995
BAYLINER 4087 1999 $99,500
MAINSHIP 40 SEDAN BRIDGE 1994 $69,900
BAYLINER 3888 MOTORYACHT 1989 $79,900
CHRIS CRAFT ROAMER 1968 $16,900
SEA RAY 38 SUNDANCER 2006 $189,900
AEROCAT 36 EXPLORER POWERCAT 2010 $139,900
MAINSHIP 36 NANTUCKET DOUBLE CABIN 1988 $67,900
TROJAN 36 TRI CABIN 1974 $13,900
WEELCRAFT 3600 1995 $48,900
CHRIS CRAFT CATALINA AFT CABIN 1974 $27,400
TIARA 3500 1995 $119,900
WELLCRAFT SCARAB 1983 $13,900
DONZI Z32SS 2002 $109,900
TROJAN F-32 1974 $12,900

CHRIS CRAFT CROWNE 30 1995 $24,900
SEA RAY 300 DA SUNDANCER 2006 $98,900
SEA RAY 300 SEDAN BRIDGE  $19,900
TIARA 3000 OPEN 2008 $179,000
SPORTCRAFT FISHMASTER  $10,900
BAYLINER 2950 ENCOUNTER 1980 $9,900
PROLINE 2950 1999 $45,900
SEARAY 290 SUNDANCER 1993 $24,900
SEARAY 290 SUNDANCER 2000 $52,900
WHITTLEY CRUISER 2008 $75,900
AEROCAT 36 POWERCAT 2012 $118,900
REGAL 2860 COMMODORE 2004 $69,900
SEA RAY 270 SUNDANCER 1998 $31,900
BACK COVE 26 2006 $105,000
CROWNLINE 250CR 2006 $44,900
PURSUIT DENALI W/TRLR 2001 $35,900
BAYLINER 225 BOWRIDER 2004 $14,900
BAYLINER 2252 HARDTOP 1998 $19,900

Serving 
Great Lake 
Sailors for 
40 Years
1972-2012

www.rcryachts.com
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Seattle Office
Tel: (206) 587-0660

Fax: (206) 587-0632

San Diego Office
(619) 497-2993

82' HORIZON SKYLOUNGE 2001 
$1,695,000

58' RIVIERA SPORT 2013
(3) Sold – Order Today!

88' HORIZON E88 2013 
On Order for Summer Delivery

5000 RIVIERA SPORT YACHT 2012
In Stock

53' RIVIERA ENCLOSED FLYBRIDGE 2013
In Stock

74' HORIZON V74 2012

83' MCQUEEN 1980
Beautifully Maintained & Updated

Boathouse Available

115' CRESCENT TRI-DECK 1994 
$4,995,000

90' QUEENSHIP MOTORYACHT 2002
$2,975,000 

42' RIVIERA FLYBRIDGE 2008  
$519,000 

78' NORTH COAST CPMY 1992 
$899,000

65' TOLLYCRAFT CPMY 1994
62' TOLLYCRAFT 1993
57' TOLLYCRAFT 1993

42' NORDIC TUG 2002
$375,000

55’ GEORGE BUEHLER  2006  
$499,000

 69' MARQUIS 690 2009
$1,695,000

(2) 61' OCEAN ALEXANDER '97 & '98

75’ MAIORA 1988
$795,000

39’ CALIFORNIAN NAVIGATOR 2000 
$189,000

52' OCEAN ALEXANDER 1991
52' OCEAN ALEXANDER 1990

$349,000 Each

50' OCEAN ALEXANDER 500PH 1997
$349,000 

Also, 48' Ocean Alexander 2000

39' TIARA SOVRAN 2007
$349,000

epyachts.com and rivierayachtswest.com

IPS

50' OCEAN YACHT 2004 
$499,000

NEW LISTINGS

JUST SOLD

YACHTS FOR SALE

JOHN PILLSBURY
778-886-8695

DON HOPLOCK
604-231-9171

RICH ROBERTS
604-880-3806

CHRIS BAKER
604-729-0719

GERRY PREFONTAINE
604-724-6788

AT SKYLINE MARINA - 7851 RIVER ROAD, 
RICHMOND, BC. V6X 1X8, CANADA.

JESSE BURCH
604-250-7972

DAVID ROSSI
604-306-9375

CAPT. HEIKO HANSEN
604-760-6500

DO YOU ALREADY OWN A BOAT AND WANT TO TRADE UP OR DOWN IN SIZE?  
CALL OUR BROKERS NOW... THEY WILL FIND YOUR NEXT DREAM BOAT!

YACHT RESORT CLUB

CHARTER OR PURCHASE

127’ CUSTOM MEGA YACHT LAUNCHING 2012 
Opulent accommodations abound on this World Class Yacht. 

Huge Interior Space, 6 Ensuited Staterooms, Skylounge, 
Fantastic Finishing.  AMAZING PRICE! 

CALL RICH ROBERTS FOR DETAILS 604-880-3806

 52’ HOLLAND PILOTHOUSE MOTOR YACHT 
Very roomy and comfortable 2 stateroom/2head cruising yacht 

with only 330 hours on twin Detroit Diesels. Large salon for 
entertaining. Easy to board via swim platform & large Fishing 

Cockpit. 13’ Whaler c/w 40hp O/B. Very well priced 
at only $339,000. CALL JOHN 778-886-8695

131’ WORLD CLASS CRUISING YACHT
Ocean crossing range, luxurious accommoda-

tions, built to a very high standard. Nearing 
completion. Buy now and pick your final fin-

ishes. Excellent price. CALL RICH 604-880-3806

53’ SELENE PILOTHOUSE 2006 Designed 
for comfortable & fuel ef� cient offshore 

or coastal passage making. Many factory 
upgrades. Only $895,000US

Call Heiko 604-760-6500

40’ BILL GARDEN PILOTHOUSE CUTTER 
Set up for blue water cruising well 

equipped and maintained. 
Only $69,000 

Call John 778-886-8695

ALBEMARLE 28’ 
Proven Express Fisher with Great Hull 

Design, Well Appointed cabin & Luxury 
Details... Buy the Best! 

Call Rich for Details 604-880-3806

50’ GRAND HOUSEBOAT 1998 Spacious 
1500 sq.ft., 3 Bedroom /2 Bathroom � oating 

vacation home and more! Full Kitchen, large 
deck, water slide, great revenue potential.

ONLY $89,000 . CALL HEIKO 604-760-6500

57’ GULF COMMANDER 
Well built 2 stateroom, 2 head yacht with 

many upgrades. Twin Cummins. Transferable 
moorage in False Creek. ONLY $139,000. 

Call John 778-886-8695

48’ ALTIMA EURO SEDAN 2011 
Great Family Yacht. 2 Staterooms, 2 Heads, 
large Salon & Galley. Beautiful woodwork. 

Ideal Yacht for Cruising in BC.
Call John 778-886-8695

2011 ALBEMARLE 41’ CONVERTIBLE
Fish in Style & Comfort. 2 Luxurious Cabins, 

Full Galley & Large Salon. 
Special Introductory Pricing!

Call Rich 604-880-3806 

39’ HOLLINS SLOOP 2002 Strong and fast 
steel, offshore vessel. Quiet & warm fully 
insulated hull. Low hours on economical 

Yanmar diesel. A must see well built sailboat! 
ONLY $89,000 ... CALL GERRY 604-724-6788

90’ SCHOONER
SOLD BY JESSE!

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

42’ QUEENSHIP/PROWLER
Pristine condition and fully up-
dated. Twin Cat 3208T with only 
50 hours. Loaded with features. 
Must be seen! ONLY $135,000 

CALL GERRY 604-724-6788

46’ MAXUM SEDAN
Great Shape, 2 Staterooms, 

2 Heads, Twin Cummins,                          
Roomy Enclosed Bridge with 

Full Electronics, Loaded!               
ONLY $199,000 - CALL DON

INTRODUCING HENLEY 
ALUMINUM BOATS 

Canadian made, High Quality, 
Welded Aluminum boats for 
Pleasure or Commercial use. 
Lapstrake or � ush strake hull. 

CALL HEIKO FOR DETAILS 
604-760-6500

JOIN OUR EXCLUSIVE CLUB 
Join our Exclusive Club and enjoy fantastic cruising aboard beautiful, 

fully crewed Yachts like these in some of the Best Destinations 
in the World... Call Rich for details 604-880-3806 or 

rroberts@meridianyachts.ca

42’ TRI-CABIN MOTOR YACHT - ONLY $159,900 Very comfortable 
salon, full galley, separate dining, 2 staterooms, 2 heads, heated & 

enclosed � ybridge and aft deck, many recent upgrades.
Call Rich for details on purchase or charter. 604-880-3806

www.meridianyachts.cawww.meridianyachts.ca
 

SALES • CHARTER • FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP • MANAGEMENT

THIS ONE SOLD

Now Sellin
g Hull #

4
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Seattle Office
Tel: (206) 587-0660

Fax: (206) 587-0632

San Diego Office
(619) 497-2993

82' HORIZON SKYLOUNGE 2001 
$1,695,000

58' RIVIERA SPORT 2013
(3) Sold – Order Today!

88' HORIZON E88 2013 
On Order for Summer Delivery

5000 RIVIERA SPORT YACHT 2012
In Stock

53' RIVIERA ENCLOSED FLYBRIDGE 2013
In Stock

74' HORIZON V74 2012

83' MCQUEEN 1980
Beautifully Maintained & Updated

Boathouse Available

115' CRESCENT TRI-DECK 1994 
$4,995,000

90' QUEENSHIP MOTORYACHT 2002
$2,975,000 

42' RIVIERA FLYBRIDGE 2008  
$519,000 

78' NORTH COAST CPMY 1992 
$899,000

65' TOLLYCRAFT CPMY 1994
62' TOLLYCRAFT 1993
57' TOLLYCRAFT 1993

42' NORDIC TUG 2002
$375,000

55’ GEORGE BUEHLER  2006  
$499,000

 69' MARQUIS 690 2009
$1,695,000

(2) 61' OCEAN ALEXANDER '97 & '98

75’ MAIORA 1988
$795,000

39’ CALIFORNIAN NAVIGATOR 2000 
$189,000

52' OCEAN ALEXANDER 1991
52' OCEAN ALEXANDER 1990

$349,000 Each

50' OCEAN ALEXANDER 500PH 1997
$349,000 

Also, 48' Ocean Alexander 2000

39' TIARA SOVRAN 2007
$349,000

epyachts.com and rivierayachtswest.com

IPS

50' OCEAN YACHT 2004 
$499,000

NEW LISTINGS

JUST SOLD

YACHTS FOR SALE

JOHN PILLSBURY
778-886-8695

DON HOPLOCK
604-231-9171

RICH ROBERTS
604-880-3806

CHRIS BAKER
604-729-0719

GERRY PREFONTAINE
604-724-6788

AT SKYLINE MARINA - 7851 RIVER ROAD, 
RICHMOND, BC. V6X 1X8, CANADA.

JESSE BURCH
604-250-7972

DAVID ROSSI
604-306-9375

CAPT. HEIKO HANSEN
604-760-6500

DO YOU ALREADY OWN A BOAT AND WANT TO TRADE UP OR DOWN IN SIZE?  
CALL OUR BROKERS NOW... THEY WILL FIND YOUR NEXT DREAM BOAT!

YACHT RESORT CLUB

CHARTER OR PURCHASE

127’ CUSTOM MEGA YACHT LAUNCHING 2012 
Opulent accommodations abound on this World Class Yacht. 

Huge Interior Space, 6 Ensuited Staterooms, Skylounge, 
Fantastic Finishing.  AMAZING PRICE! 

CALL RICH ROBERTS FOR DETAILS 604-880-3806

 52’ HOLLAND PILOTHOUSE MOTOR YACHT 
Very roomy and comfortable 2 stateroom/2head cruising yacht 

with only 330 hours on twin Detroit Diesels. Large salon for 
entertaining. Easy to board via swim platform & large Fishing 

Cockpit. 13’ Whaler c/w 40hp O/B. Very well priced 
at only $339,000. CALL JOHN 778-886-8695

131’ WORLD CLASS CRUISING YACHT
Ocean crossing range, luxurious accommoda-

tions, built to a very high standard. Nearing 
completion. Buy now and pick your final fin-

ishes. Excellent price. CALL RICH 604-880-3806

53’ SELENE PILOTHOUSE 2006 Designed 
for comfortable & fuel ef� cient offshore 

or coastal passage making. Many factory 
upgrades. Only $895,000US

Call Heiko 604-760-6500

40’ BILL GARDEN PILOTHOUSE CUTTER 
Set up for blue water cruising well 

equipped and maintained. 
Only $69,000 

Call John 778-886-8695

ALBEMARLE 28’ 
Proven Express Fisher with Great Hull 

Design, Well Appointed cabin & Luxury 
Details... Buy the Best! 

Call Rich for Details 604-880-3806

50’ GRAND HOUSEBOAT 1998 Spacious 
1500 sq.ft., 3 Bedroom /2 Bathroom � oating 

vacation home and more! Full Kitchen, large 
deck, water slide, great revenue potential.

ONLY $89,000 . CALL HEIKO 604-760-6500

57’ GULF COMMANDER 
Well built 2 stateroom, 2 head yacht with 

many upgrades. Twin Cummins. Transferable 
moorage in False Creek. ONLY $139,000. 

Call John 778-886-8695

48’ ALTIMA EURO SEDAN 2011 
Great Family Yacht. 2 Staterooms, 2 Heads, 
large Salon & Galley. Beautiful woodwork. 

Ideal Yacht for Cruising in BC.
Call John 778-886-8695

2011 ALBEMARLE 41’ CONVERTIBLE
Fish in Style & Comfort. 2 Luxurious Cabins, 

Full Galley & Large Salon. 
Special Introductory Pricing!

Call Rich 604-880-3806 

39’ HOLLINS SLOOP 2002 Strong and fast 
steel, offshore vessel. Quiet & warm fully 
insulated hull. Low hours on economical 

Yanmar diesel. A must see well built sailboat! 
ONLY $89,000 ... CALL GERRY 604-724-6788

90’ SCHOONER
SOLD BY JESSE!

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

42’ QUEENSHIP/PROWLER
Pristine condition and fully up-
dated. Twin Cat 3208T with only 
50 hours. Loaded with features. 
Must be seen! ONLY $135,000 

CALL GERRY 604-724-6788

46’ MAXUM SEDAN
Great Shape, 2 Staterooms, 

2 Heads, Twin Cummins,                          
Roomy Enclosed Bridge with 

Full Electronics, Loaded!               
ONLY $199,000 - CALL DON

INTRODUCING HENLEY 
ALUMINUM BOATS 

Canadian made, High Quality, 
Welded Aluminum boats for 
Pleasure or Commercial use. 
Lapstrake or � ush strake hull. 

CALL HEIKO FOR DETAILS 
604-760-6500

JOIN OUR EXCLUSIVE CLUB 
Join our Exclusive Club and enjoy fantastic cruising aboard beautiful, 

fully crewed Yachts like these in some of the Best Destinations 
in the World... Call Rich for details 604-880-3806 or 

rroberts@meridianyachts.ca

42’ TRI-CABIN MOTOR YACHT - ONLY $159,900 Very comfortable 
salon, full galley, separate dining, 2 staterooms, 2 heads, heated & 

enclosed � ybridge and aft deck, many recent upgrades.
Call Rich for details on purchase or charter. 604-880-3806

www.meridianyachts.cawww.meridianyachts.ca
 

SALES • CHARTER • FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP • MANAGEMENT

THIS ONE SOLD

Now Sellin
g Hull #

4
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Grand Yachts Inc Sidney
PO BOX 2482

Port of Sidney Marina 
9835 Seaport Place

Sidney BC V8L3Z4 Canada
tel 250 656 8909

Fax 250 656 8969

Grand Yachts Inc
Coal Harbour Marina
1535 Coal harbour Quay
Vancouver, BC V6G3E7 Canada 
Tel 604 687 8943
Fax 604 687 8948
email yachts@grandyachts.com

www.grandyachts.com

The Ultimate Cruising Yacht

Fleming 55

The Ultimate Cruising Yacht

Fleming 55

Grand BanksEastbay Series  also available with Flying Bridge

Grand Banks Aleutian Series

Scout

GRAND YACHTS INC.

Authorized Canadian dealer for 
Fleming, Grand Banks and Scout

Two spectacular sales dock locations 
in Vancouver and Sidney

Representing the finest 
brokerage yachts

Our reputation of 30 years 
speaks for itself

Grand BanksEuropa Series

OUR

DOCKS OUR

DOCKS

Passion. Style. Elegant.NEW! BAVARIA 46 VISION
Our 2013 stunner arrives October.
Made in Germany.

COMING

SOON SPECIAL

EDITIO
N

LIVE IT.  BREATHE IT.  SAIL IT.

NEW! BAVARIA 36 AVANTGARDE
Silk grey hull, bow thruster, autopilot,
chartplotter, in-mast mainsail furling,
bimini, heat, 2 cabin layout. Arrives soon.

VANCOUVER 604.488.1202
Granville Island
PORT SIDNEY 778.351.3345
Port Sidney Marina

YACHT SALES WEST

YACHTSALESWEST.COM

TARTAN 3100 | 1993
Set up for comfortable cruising.
SIDNEY | ASKING $69,900

CATALINA 36 | 2000
LOADED and SUPER CLEAN!
VANCOUVER | ASKING $94,900

Twin helms in spacious cockpit

Large stern gate/platform

Spacious cabins, delightful galley,
comfort for all aboard
Made in France

Arrives October
Book your private appointment

NEW!





MORE BOATS FOR SALE
60' Maple Leaf  | 1987 ....................... 214,900

56' Maple Leaf | 1983 ......................... 149,900

50' Prout Quasar | 1984 ..................... 144,900

47' Catalina | 2000 ............................. 219,900

46' Bavaria | 2006 ................................... SOLD

43' Tartan Tangent | 1982 ................... 74,900

42' Bavaria | 2005 ............................... 179,900

42' Catalina | 1992 .... NEW LISTING 104,900

41' Tartan | 2006 .................................. 328,900

40' Bayfield | 1984 .................................. 99,900

40' Beneteau CC | 1999 .................... 149,900

40' C&C 37/40 |1993 ........................... 109,000

40' Farr | 2000 ............................................ SOLD

40' Hunter 40.5 | 1996 ........................... 94,900

38' Catalina | 1986 ............................... 49,900

37' Swan | 1981 ..................................... 99,900

37' Truant/Triad | 1981 .......................... 95,000

36' Bavaria | 2005 ............................... 125,000

36' Catalina MKII | 2000 ...................... 94,900

35' 1D 35 | 1999 ...................................... 73,900

32' Hanse 342 | 2007 ........................... 149,900

32' C&C 99 | 2005 ................................ 119,000

31' Corsair F-31 | 2002 ........................... 88,000

30' Catalina | 1987 ............................... 25,000

28' Andrews | 2010 ................................ 99,900

28' Catalina 28 | ........................ 2 from 36,900

NEW! DUFOUR 45E PERFORMANCE
Cruising World's BOAT OF THE YEAR. A fast
cruiser with sumptuous interior. For the
discerning sailor. Made in France.
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Grand Yachts Inc Sidney
PO BOX 2482

Port of Sidney Marina 
9835 Seaport Place

Sidney BC V8L3Z4 Canada
tel 250 656 8909

Fax 250 656 8969

Grand Yachts Inc
Coal Harbour Marina
1535 Coal harbour Quay
Vancouver, BC V6G3E7 Canada 
Tel 604 687 8943
Fax 604 687 8948
email yachts@grandyachts.com

www.grandyachts.com

The Ultimate Cruising Yacht

Fleming 55

The Ultimate Cruising Yacht

Fleming 55

Grand BanksEastbay Series  also available with Flying Bridge

Grand Banks Aleutian Series

Scout

GRAND YACHTS INC.

Authorized Canadian dealer for 
Fleming, Grand Banks and Scout

Two spectacular sales dock locations 
in Vancouver and Sidney

Representing the finest 
brokerage yachts

Our reputation of 30 years 
speaks for itself

Grand BanksEuropa Series

OUR

DOCKS OUR

DOCKS

Passion. Style. Elegant.NEW! BAVARIA 46 VISION
Our 2013 stunner arrives October.
Made in Germany.

COMING

SOON SPECIAL

EDITIO
N

LIVE IT.  BREATHE IT.  SAIL IT.

NEW! BAVARIA 36 AVANTGARDE
Silk grey hull, bow thruster, autopilot,
chartplotter, in-mast mainsail furling,
bimini, heat, 2 cabin layout. Arrives soon.

VANCOUVER 604.488.1202
Granville Island
PORT SIDNEY 778.351.3345
Port Sidney Marina

YACHT SALES WEST

YACHTSALESWEST.COM

TARTAN 3100 | 1993
Set up for comfortable cruising.
SIDNEY | ASKING $69,900

CATALINA 36 | 2000
LOADED and SUPER CLEAN!
VANCOUVER | ASKING $94,900

Twin helms in spacious cockpit

Large stern gate/platform

Spacious cabins, delightful galley,
comfort for all aboard
Made in France

Arrives October
Book your private appointment

NEW!





MORE BOATS FOR SALE
60' Maple Leaf  | 1987 ....................... 214,900

56' Maple Leaf | 1983 ......................... 149,900

50' Prout Quasar | 1984 ..................... 144,900

47' Catalina | 2000 ............................. 219,900

46' Bavaria | 2006 ................................... SOLD

43' Tartan Tangent | 1982 ................... 74,900

42' Bavaria | 2005 ............................... 179,900

42' Catalina | 1992 .... NEW LISTING 104,900

41' Tartan | 2006 .................................. 328,900

40' Bayfield | 1984 .................................. 99,900

40' Beneteau CC | 1999 .................... 149,900

40' C&C 37/40 |1993 ........................... 109,000

40' Farr | 2000 ............................................ SOLD

40' Hunter 40.5 | 1996 ........................... 94,900

38' Catalina | 1986 ............................... 49,900

37' Swan | 1981 ..................................... 99,900

37' Truant/Triad | 1981 .......................... 95,000

36' Bavaria | 2005 ............................... 125,000

36' Catalina MKII | 2000 ...................... 94,900

35' 1D 35 | 1999 ...................................... 73,900

32' Hanse 342 | 2007 ........................... 149,900

32' C&C 99 | 2005 ................................ 119,000

31' Corsair F-31 | 2002 ........................... 88,000

30' Catalina | 1987 ............................... 25,000

28' Andrews | 2010 ................................ 99,900

28' Catalina 28 | ........................ 2 from 36,900

NEW! DUFOUR 45E PERFORMANCE
Cruising World's BOAT OF THE YEAR. A fast
cruiser with sumptuous interior. For the
discerning sailor. Made in France.
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www.black� shmarine.com | 604-669-8081 | 1-800-796-8081

BLACKFISH MARINE
L U X U R Y  Y A C H T  S A L E S

Open 7 days a week to serve you better! Located on Granville Island, Vancouver, BC. 

New Exclusive Yacht Leasing Program Available on ALL Black� sh Inventory, 
New, Pre-Owned or Factory Orders…Inquire for Details.

Check out 80+ 
yacht listings 
& view our 

boats in action!

SCAN QR FOR VIRTUAL TOURS

120' Spirit of 2010 Platinum  ......... Inquire for Details
80' Mystica Skylounge 2007 ............. Inquire for Details
65' Marquis 2008, 3 to choose from .......... $1,599,000
59' Marquis 2007 Markham Edition ............ $1,099,000
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2009 ..............LEASE OR BUY
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2011 ..............LEASE OR BUY

500 Marquis Sport Coupe 2009 .......................$888,000
45' Silverton Convertible 2006 .........................$429,000
44' Sea Ray Sundancer 2007 ............................$399,000
42' Carver Aft Cabin Motoryacht 1991 ...................$129,000
35' Chaparral 310 2006 ......................................$89,000
32’ Bayliner 2006  ................................................$69,000

28' Cruisers 2005 Sedan Bridge .........................$49,000
85' Boathouse Maple Bay ..................................$219,000
60' Boathouse North Vancouver ..........................$84,000
52' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$99,000 
46' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$89,000 
45' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$69,000

New Maritimo M45

TAKE A TOUR

myblack� sh

Marquis 500 Sportbridge Marquis 630 Sport Yacht

- Available for Sale or Lease -

- Available for Sale or Lease -- On our Docks & Available for Sale or Lease -

CRUISERS YACHTS

M45 MARITIMO ALMOST 1 MILE PER GALLON @24 KNOTT CRUISE, 
WITH 300 MILE RANGE WITH RESERVE

PRICED $940,000. U.S.D. - INQUIRE FOR FULL DETAILS!

*Pre-paid fuel amount calculated on fuel consumption at an average cruising speed as per 
Marquis/Maritimo Yacht published test result (based on 100 hours). Other terms & conditions may apply.
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www.black� shmarine.com | 604-669-8081 | 1-800-796-8081

BLACKFISH MARINE
L U X U R Y  Y A C H T  S A L E S

Open 7 days a week to serve you better! Located on Granville Island, Vancouver, BC. 

New Exclusive Yacht Leasing Program Available on ALL Black� sh Inventory, 
New, Pre-Owned or Factory Orders…Inquire for Details.

Check out 80+ 
yacht listings 
& view our 

boats in action!

SCAN QR FOR VIRTUAL TOURS

120' Spirit of 2010 Platinum  ......... Inquire for Details
80' Mystica Skylounge 2007 ............. Inquire for Details
65' Marquis 2008, 3 to choose from .......... $1,599,000
59' Marquis 2007 Markham Edition ............ $1,099,000
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2009 ..............LEASE OR BUY
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2011 ..............LEASE OR BUY

500 Marquis Sport Coupe 2009 .......................$888,000
45' Silverton Convertible 2006 .........................$429,000
44' Sea Ray Sundancer 2007 ............................$399,000
42' Carver Aft Cabin Motoryacht 1991 ...................$129,000
35' Chaparral 310 2006 ......................................$89,000
32’ Bayliner 2006  ................................................$69,000

28' Cruisers 2005 Sedan Bridge .........................$49,000
85' Boathouse Maple Bay ..................................$219,000
60' Boathouse North Vancouver ..........................$84,000
52' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$99,000 
46' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$89,000 
45' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$69,000

New Maritimo M45

TAKE A TOUR

myblack� sh

Marquis 500 Sportbridge Marquis 630 Sport Yacht

- Available for Sale or Lease -

- Available for Sale or Lease -- On our Docks & Available for Sale or Lease -

CRUISERS YACHTS

M45 MARITIMO ALMOST 1 MILE PER GALLON @24 KNOTT CRUISE, 
WITH 300 MILE RANGE WITH RESERVE

PRICED $940,000. U.S.D. - INQUIRE FOR FULL DETAILS!

*Pre-paid fuel amount calculated on fuel consumption at an average cruising speed as per 
Marquis/Maritimo Yacht published test result (based on 100 hours). Other terms & conditions may apply.

BROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGS

2011 90’ OCEAN ALEXANDER - $7,449,000
Paul Groesbeck - 425-829-3551

2010 80’ OCEAN ALEXANDER - 3,995,000
Kevin Piper - 206-427-0014

2009 80’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$3,195,000
JR Wills - 949-678-5533

2008 70’ VIKING -$3,250,000
Michael Vrbas - 949-632-1414

TIARA

OCEAN ALEXANDER

2010 68’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$2,495,000
Ray Prokorym - 425-327-0994

2003 64’ ALASKAN -$1,295,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

2006 64’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$1,304,000
Paul Groesbeck -425-829-3551

2000 53’ CARVER -$399,000
Michael  Vrbas -949-632-1414

2010  62’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$1,595,000
Kevin Piper -206-427-0014

1978 58’ HATTERAS -$239,000
Michael Vrbas -949-632-1414

2005 58’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$1,195,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

1985 56’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$389,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

1994 55’ SEARAY -$299,000
Paul Groesbeck -425-829-3551

1998 54’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$695,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

2004 54’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$899,000
Michael Vrbas -949-632-1414

2013 120’ MY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 112’ MY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 90’ MOTORYACHT - #008  SOLD
2012 90’ MOTORYACHT - #007 Newport Beach, CA
2012 90‘ MOTORYACHT - #006  SOLD
2012 85E’ MOTORYACHT - #E05 Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2013 82’ CPMY - #001 Seattle, WA
2013 72‘ Pilothouse - #107  SOLD

2013 72’ Pilothouse - #108  SOLD
2013 72’ Pilothouse - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2012 65‘ Pilothouse - #104 Newport Beach, CA
2012 65’ Pilothouse - #105  Ft. Lauderdale, FL

2005 64’ WESTBAY -$1,235,000
Ray Prokorym - 425-327-0994

1968 68’ NORDLUND - $1,049,000
Paul Groesbeck -425-829-3551

OCEAN ALEXANDER MARINE YACHT SALES INC.

ROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGSROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGSROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGSBBBROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGSROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGSROKERAGE      NEW LISTINGS
SEATTLE, WA  206-344-8566          WWW.OCEANALEXANDER.COM          NEWPORT BEACH, CA 949-515-7700

2012 31’  Coronet - Seattle, WA
2013 36’ Coronet - Newport Beach, CA
2012 43’  Open - Newport Beach, CA
2012 45’ Sovran - SOLD

OOOOOCEAN ALEXANDERCEAN ALEXANDERCEAN ALEXANDERCEAN ALEXANDERCEAN ALEXANDER
2013 120’ MY UNDER CONSTRUCTION2013 120’ MY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 112’ MY UNDER CONSTRUCTION2013 112’ MY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 90’ MOTORYACHT - #008  2013 90’ MOTORYACHT - #008  
2012 90’ MOTORYACHT - #007 Newport Beach, CA2012 90’ MOTORYACHT - #007 Newport Beach, CA
2012 90‘ MOTORYACHT - #006  2012 90‘ MOTORYACHT - #006  
2012 85E’ MOTORYACHT - #E05 Ft. Lauderdale, FL2012 85E’ MOTORYACHT - #E05 Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2013 82’ CPMY - #001 Seattle, WA2013 82’ CPMY - #001 Seattle, WA
2013 72‘ Pilothouse - #107  2013 72‘ Pilothouse - #107  

2012 31’  Coronet - Seattle, WA2012 31’  Coronet - Seattle, WA
2013 36’ Coronet - Newport Beach, CA2013 36’ Coronet - Newport Beach, CA
2012 43’  Open - Newport Beach, CA2012 43’  Open - Newport Beach, CA
2012 45’ Sovran - 2012 45’ Sovran - 
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2007 74’ OCEAN ALEXANDER - $2,665,000
Niel Steenkamp- 206-850-2801

OUR TRADE

OUR TRADE
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OCEAN ALEXANDER MARINE YACHT SALES INC.

FEATURED TRADE

2013 112’ OCEAN ALEXANDER MY
Please Contact for more information!

FEATURED LISTINGS

Contact 

Niel Steenkamp 
Today!



(206)-850-2801
Niel@oceanalexander.com







2007 74’ Ocean Alexander Motoryacht
Offered to you for $2,665,000

Ocean Alexander's 74' series has set the standard for Motoryachts in this size range. Most interior volume 
in class combined with true o�shore capabilities make this 74 Skylounge a must have boat. �ree ensuite 
staterooms plus crew quarters. Satin �nish interior. State of the art electronics. Captain maintained. 
�e 74’ Ocean Alexander is where consummate fact meets inde�nable attraction - and you become the master of both.

2003 64’ ALASKAN PHMY
$1,295,000

2005 58’ OCEAN ALEXANDER PH
$1,195,000

1985 56’ OCEAN ALEXANDER MY
$389,000

1998 54’ OCEAN ALEXANDER CPMY
$695,000

2008 53’ SUNSEEKER
$1,270,000

2001 48’ NAVIGATOR
$329,000

1989 39’ OCEAN ALEXANDER SEDAN
$110,000

1984 39’ SEARAY EXPRESS CRUISER
$49,995

1998 32’ TIARA OPEN
$92,000
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FEATURED TRADE

FEATURED LISTINGS

OCEAN ALEXANDER MARINE YACHT SALES INC.

Contact 

Ray Prokorym
Today!

(425)-327-0994
Ray@oceanalexander.com

2005 64’ Westbay Sonship
Offered to you for $1,235,000

�is 64' Westbay is boat house kept in fresh water. She is impeccably kept and well equipped. Come take a look 
at this versatile cockpit motoryacht with an incredible amount of space and functionality! 3 stateroom, 2 heads, 
enclosed bridge with marine air and heat. Bow and stern thrusters along with stabilizers and dual rear controls.

2013 120’ OCEAN ALEXANDER TRI-DECK MOTOR YACHT
Arrive Summer 2012!  Please contact for private tour and viewing!
Unveiling at the Ft. Lauderdale International Boat Show, Fall 2012!

2013 82’ OCEAN ALEXANDER COCKPIT MOTOR YACHT #001
Offered to you for $5,995,000

Located in Roche Harbor, Washington!  Please contact for showing!

1992 52’ OCEAN ALEXANDER PILOTHOUSE
$379,000

BRING YO UR OFFERS!    ALL T RADES CONSI DERED!

2010 68’  Ocean Alexander MY
Offered to you for $2,495,000

�e only 68 Special Edition widebody on the market! With a generous 20' beam, this is the largest 68 Motor Yacht 
available. Open layout with day head on the main level. �ree ensuite staterooms forward and one crew cabin aft with 

large head and shower. Excellent condition and one owner, must see to appreciate the condition and space.
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serving sailors since 1964
EXCLUSIVE 
DEALER

WESTERN
CANADA

NEW 2013 HUNTER 33
ARRIVING  SEPTEMBER

YOU SPEAK OF OUR SERVICE,
OUR REPUTATION SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

Hunter #1 In North America

NEW 2012 HUNTER e36
AT OUR DOCKS

Come visi
t us at the 

MOSQUITO CREEK BOAT SHOW 

September 20th  - 23rd

Specialty SELLS boats. Visit www.specialtyyachts.com to view our listings and all of our recent sales.

Granville Island, No. 102-1676 Duranleau Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, V6H 3S4 
Phone 604.689.7491   Toll-free 1.800.665.2336   Email info@specialty-yachts.com   www.specialtyyachts.com

WE ARE A 100% ENDORSED CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL YACHT BROKERAGE

YACHTS FOR SALE

2006 HUNTER 45CC

SOLD

2003 HUNTER 420 PASSAGE

$189,900

2005 HUNTER 44DS

SOLD

2001 HUNTER HC50

$269,000

1987 VAGABOND 47

$285,000

1994 HUNTER 42 PASSAGE

$134,000

2007 HUNTER 45CC

$231,900

2003 HUNTER 456

SOLD

2010 BENETEAU 43

SOLD

1992 HUNTER 35.5

$56,250

2006 HUNTER 44DS

SOLD

Lawrence Fronczek 
CPYB

Ian Libke 
CPYB

John Burley 
CPYB

Geoff Hull
CPYB

HUNTER 33 WINS BEST COMPACT CRUISER (30-35 FT)

1988 CS 40

SOLD

1982 C&C 30 MKII

$34,900 

1985 HUNTER 285

$22,500

1984 C&C 32

SOLD

1994 HUNTER 35.5

$54,900

THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS FOR MAKING 
SPECIALTY YACHTS A WORLD LEADER

Specialty Yachts was awarded Dealer of the Year 
by Hunter Marine on August 2 when it 

announced its 2012 top achievers worldwide. 
Recognized for its volume of sales and 

customer service, Specialty Yachts exceeded 
its previous Top 10 placement to become 

Numbers 1 & 3 respectively.
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YAMAHA

Serving since 1974
www. gacheckpoint.com

*plus taxes, pdi and fees. Boats may not be exactly as shown.

PORT MOODY - 3034 ST. JOHN’S STREET, BC 604-461-3434
ABBOTSFORD - 31324 PEARDONVILLE ROAD, UNIT 101, BC 604.854.3440

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU

MARINE PRODUCTS

SPORT BOAT WAVE RUNNER G3 ALUMINUM 
BOATS

SUNCATCHER
PONTOON BOATS

INFLATABLES OUTBOARDS

WE ARE BIG ON YAMAHA

2011 ZODIAC YACHTLINE 420 DELUXE
Powered  by Yamaha Fourstroke 60, galvanized 

trailer, only 28 hours.

ONLY
$23,900*

2012 G3 168 FC - Fishing & fun in the sun!
The Sun Catcher 168 FC is a true fish and cruise 
model, great platform for entertaining the whole 

family. Boat, motor, trailer package.

STARTING AT
ONLY 

$18,990*

NEW 2010 AR210
Last one $36,995. 

Plus freight and PDI.

ONLY
$36,995*

STARTING
AT $5,695

1999 ZODIAC YL380DLX WITH YAMAHA 40 HP 
Oil-injected two-stroke with electric start 
and power trim/tilt on a galvanized trailer 

$5,695

ONLY
$18,995

NEW 2011 ZODIAC YL380 DELUXE
Powered by Yamaha F40LA

Only $18,995

STARTING
AT $5,990

1992 ACHILLES 430 (14’) FIBERGLASS RIB 
Hypalon tubes, 2003 Honda 50HP 4-stroke, depth 
sounder, Marine VHF, two downrigger mounts and  

Happy Troller. $5,990. Trailer Extra

ONLY
$9,995*

ZODIAC BAYRUNNER 310
Powered by Yamaha F9.9ES, electric start. 

For only $9,995. 

ONLY
$1,695*

NEW ZODIAC CADET 285 SOLIDS
Limited supply. Get yours now while

we have them in stock!

ONLY
$3,190

2011 ZODIAC CADET 310 RIB
Fiberglass hull with built in bow lock, davit 

lift points are standard.

WWW.GACHECKPOINT.COM farpointmarine.com
Fred Warriner
fwarriner@farpointmarine.com

Direct: 604 209 2464
Toll free: 877 822 0354

Visit our website for updated pricing and details

290 Sea Ray Amberjack - 2002 
One owner, Twin 5.0 MPI B3 Merc 
FWC. Fully loaded and professionally 
maintained. Boathouse kept/summer 
and heated warehouse kept/winter. 
Immaculate and economical � shing/
cruising machine.

33 Silverton Sport Sedan - 2003 
Rare twin Cummins diesel power. 
Economical 20 knot cruise. 
Spacious salon, seating for 8 
on the bridge, Moorage may be 
available. $139,000

47 Tiara Sovran
Cummins QSM11 power, with 
full factory options. Teak decks, 
staple rails, watermaker, diesel 
furnace, and lots more. Low 
hours and boathouse kept.

48 Alaskan - New! 
Purpose built for Northwest 
cruising, � shing and adventuring. 
Available now for sea trial. 
$710,000

31 Tiara Open Hardtop - 1990
Low hours and boat house kept 
with original factory hardtop. 
Less than 650 hours since new 
on the 330 HP Crusaders. 
Turnkey condition. $58,200

54 Hatteras 2007  - Legendary Hatteras quality, luxury and 
capabilities. Many Northwest options included. Cruise and � sh 
the entire west coats in absolute comfort. Twin Caterpillar power.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2006 – Equipped with dark cherry interior, 
full cockpit canvass, bow thruster, washer/dryer, electronics, AB in� atable 
and electric Sea Wise. Excellent condition and very well priced.

Rayburn 82 2002 Spacious comfortable and sophisticated. Ready 
to cruise.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2007 –  Original owner, and low hours on 
Cummins power. Diesel furnace, watermaker, Sat TV, bow thruster, 
spare props, tender w / Sea Wise davit

NEW
 T

O B
C

PRIC
E R

EDUCTI
ON

Far Point engages a team of 
experienced marine professionals 
ready to respond to any project, 
service need, or emergency including:

• Electronics Installation, Calibration 
and Repair

• Furnace and Inverter Installation

• Electrical Installation and Repair

• Captain Services/Transport and 
Relocation of Vessels

• Fibreglass Repairs

• Diving & Inspection Services

• Propeller Installation and Repair

• Interior and Exterior Detailing

Yacht Management Services - 
contact Far Point Marine to schedule 
regular inspections to keep your yacht 
ready to cruise at all times.

FAR POINT MARINE

SERVICE AND YACHT 
MANAGEMENT TEAM

3288 Bayliner - 1991
Twin 150 Hinos, Generator, Full 
Electronics, Furnace, Hardtop, 
and aft deck enclosure.
Economical family cruiser, and 
ready for the season.
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YAMAHA

Serving since 1974
www. gacheckpoint.com

*plus taxes, pdi and fees. Boats may not be exactly as shown.

PORT MOODY - 3034 ST. JOHN’S STREET, BC 604-461-3434
ABBOTSFORD - 31324 PEARDONVILLE ROAD, UNIT 101, BC 604.854.3440

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU

MARINE PRODUCTS

SPORT BOAT WAVE RUNNER G3 ALUMINUM 
BOATS

SUNCATCHER
PONTOON BOATS

INFLATABLES OUTBOARDS

WE ARE BIG ON YAMAHA

2011 ZODIAC YACHTLINE 420 DELUXE
Powered  by Yamaha Fourstroke 60, galvanized 

trailer, only 28 hours.

ONLY
$23,900*

2012 G3 168 FC - Fishing & fun in the sun!
The Sun Catcher 168 FC is a true fish and cruise 
model, great platform for entertaining the whole 

family. Boat, motor, trailer package.

STARTING AT
ONLY 

$18,990*

NEW 2010 AR210
Last one $36,995. 

Plus freight and PDI.

ONLY
$36,995*

STARTING
AT $5,695

1999 ZODIAC YL380DLX WITH YAMAHA 40 HP 
Oil-injected two-stroke with electric start 
and power trim/tilt on a galvanized trailer 

$5,695

ONLY
$18,995

NEW 2011 ZODIAC YL380 DELUXE
Powered by Yamaha F40LA

Only $18,995

STARTING
AT $5,990

1992 ACHILLES 430 (14’) FIBERGLASS RIB 
Hypalon tubes, 2003 Honda 50HP 4-stroke, depth 
sounder, Marine VHF, two downrigger mounts and  

Happy Troller. $5,990. Trailer Extra

ONLY
$9,995*

ZODIAC BAYRUNNER 310
Powered by Yamaha F9.9ES, electric start. 

For only $9,995. 

ONLY
$1,695*

NEW ZODIAC CADET 285 SOLIDS
Limited supply. Get yours now while

we have them in stock!

ONLY
$3,190

2011 ZODIAC CADET 310 RIB
Fiberglass hull with built in bow lock, davit 

lift points are standard.

WWW.GACHECKPOINT.COM farpointmarine.com
Fred Warriner
fwarriner@farpointmarine.com

Direct: 604 209 2464
Toll free: 877 822 0354

Visit our website for updated pricing and details

290 Sea Ray Amberjack - 2002 
One owner, Twin 5.0 MPI B3 Merc 
FWC. Fully loaded and professionally 
maintained. Boathouse kept/summer 
and heated warehouse kept/winter. 
Immaculate and economical � shing/
cruising machine.

33 Silverton Sport Sedan - 2003 
Rare twin Cummins diesel power. 
Economical 20 knot cruise. 
Spacious salon, seating for 8 
on the bridge, Moorage may be 
available. $139,000

47 Tiara Sovran
Cummins QSM11 power, with 
full factory options. Teak decks, 
staple rails, watermaker, diesel 
furnace, and lots more. Low 
hours and boathouse kept.

48 Alaskan - New! 
Purpose built for Northwest 
cruising, � shing and adventuring. 
Available now for sea trial. 
$710,000

31 Tiara Open Hardtop - 1990
Low hours and boat house kept 
with original factory hardtop. 
Less than 650 hours since new 
on the 330 HP Crusaders. 
Turnkey condition. $58,200

54 Hatteras 2007  - Legendary Hatteras quality, luxury and 
capabilities. Many Northwest options included. Cruise and � sh 
the entire west coats in absolute comfort. Twin Caterpillar power.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2006 – Equipped with dark cherry interior, 
full cockpit canvass, bow thruster, washer/dryer, electronics, AB in� atable 
and electric Sea Wise. Excellent condition and very well priced.

Rayburn 82 2002 Spacious comfortable and sophisticated. Ready 
to cruise.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2007 –  Original owner, and low hours on 
Cummins power. Diesel furnace, watermaker, Sat TV, bow thruster, 
spare props, tender w / Sea Wise davit

NEW
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Far Point engages a team of 
experienced marine professionals 
ready to respond to any project, 
service need, or emergency including:

• Electronics Installation, Calibration 
and Repair

• Furnace and Inverter Installation

• Electrical Installation and Repair

• Captain Services/Transport and 
Relocation of Vessels

• Fibreglass Repairs

• Diving & Inspection Services

• Propeller Installation and Repair

• Interior and Exterior Detailing

Yacht Management Services - 
contact Far Point Marine to schedule 
regular inspections to keep your yacht 
ready to cruise at all times.

FAR POINT MARINE

SERVICE AND YACHT 
MANAGEMENT TEAM

3288 Bayliner - 1991
Twin 150 Hinos, Generator, Full 
Electronics, Furnace, Hardtop, 
and aft deck enclosure.
Economical family cruiser, and 
ready for the season.
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Thinking of a Yachting Vacation? 

Explore Beautiful Charlotte Harbor, the Keys, the Gulf Islands of 
Southwest Florida and Tampa Bay aboard one of our meticulously 

maintained monohulls or catamarans. 
Punta Gorda, Florida 

800.447.0080 or 941.637.6634 
info@yachtingvacations.com 

www.yachtingvacations.com 

 
 Sailing Charters 
 
 Monohulls 
 
 Catamarans 
 
 ASA Sailing School 
 
 Yacht Management 
 
 Yacht Sales 

 
 Island Packet 
 
 Beneteau 
 
 Catalina 
 
 Etap 
 
 Seawind 

CALL FOR SPECIAL “CANADIAN” 
DEALS! 

You deserve the finer things in life.

*Price based on double occupancy during specific sailing dates. Call for details.

7 Nights All-Inclusive 
on our new Lagoon 450
From $1,748/person*

866-575-3951
www.FestivaSailingVacations.com

Package Includes: 
7 nights/ 7 days in the British Virgin Islands 

Air-Conditioned Stateroom for two with en suite bathroom 
Experienced captain and chef 

Island gourmet meals, beverages and open bar
Snorkeling gear, sea kayak and swim floats 

WWater and fuel 

You’ve been there, done that. Skippered your yacht, sailed in some of the best sailing 
locations in the world. You have to prove nothing to anyone. This is your time. 

Festiva Sailing Vacations makes your vacation feel like vacation.. This season for your 
trip to the islands, let us worry about the details and you just show up and relax. With 
some finest crewed, all-inclusive catamaran sailing vacations in the most sought after 
sailing locations throughout the world, we’ll be certain to exceed your expectations. 
Reserve a full yachtfor your group or book by the stateroom. Reserve a full yachtfor your group or book by the stateroom. 

We have plenty of options… because you deserve it.

Introducing the 
Lagoon 450

CHARTER
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You deserve the finer things in life.

*Price based on double occupancy during specific sailing dates. Call for details.

7 Nights All-Inclusive 
on our new Lagoon 450
From $1,748/person*

866-575-3951
www.FestivaSailingVacations.com

Package Includes: 
7 nights/ 7 days in the British Virgin Islands 

Air-Conditioned Stateroom for two with en suite bathroom 
Experienced captain and chef 

Island gourmet meals, beverages and open bar
Snorkeling gear, sea kayak and swim floats 

WWater and fuel 

You’ve been there, done that. Skippered your yacht, sailed in some of the best sailing 
locations in the world. You have to prove nothing to anyone. This is your time. 

Festiva Sailing Vacations makes your vacation feel like vacation.. This season for your 
trip to the islands, let us worry about the details and you just show up and relax. With 
some finest crewed, all-inclusive catamaran sailing vacations in the most sought after 
sailing locations throughout the world, we’ll be certain to exceed your expectations. 
Reserve a full yachtfor your group or book by the stateroom. Reserve a full yachtfor your group or book by the stateroom. 

We have plenty of options… because you deserve it.

Introducing the 
Lagoon 450
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Darlene at the helm of a Colgate 26 during their Learn to Sail course in the BVI

“We left behind cold rain and fl urries for a top notch 
learning adventure in the southern latitudes.”

Doug and Darlene Forbes • Newfoundland, Canada

“Everything went very well – from our arrival, to the classroom time, to getting out on 
the water. It was our fi rst time to the British Virgin Islands and a great experience, 

especially coming from Newfoundland, where we left behind cold rain and fl urries. It 
was a top-notch adventure. In a word – faultless! We will defi nitely be back for the Live 

Aboard Cruising course next spring, but we certainly wish it could be sooner!”

Sailing courses for all skill levels.
Captiva Island, Florida • Ft. Myers Beach, Florida • St. Petersburg, Florida • Tortola, British Virgin Islands

New York City • Jersey City, New Jersey • St. Michaels, Maryland

888-851-0381
www.OffshoreSailing.com

Over 125,000 Graduates Since 1964

SAILING – Good for You. Good for the World!®

The Off icial 
Sailing School for

oss1169 Oct. 2012 ad for Canadian Ychtng   1 8/2/12   5:18 PM

The World is 70% Water -
               With Sunsail it’s 100% Fun!
More regattas around the world
More choice of yachts than any other company
More breathtaking destinations
More value for the money

BRAND NEW! 
Sunsail First 40 Fleet
Ready for racing and 
cruising in our #1 U.S. 
location - in San Francisco!location - in San Francisco! Scan for

San Francisco
brochure!

CALL 888.293.3505
OR VISIT WWW.SUNSAIL.COM/CY

Racing         |         Sailing Schools         |         Yacht Charter         |         Corporate Events
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“We left behind cold rain and fl urries for a top notch 
learning adventure in the southern latitudes.”

Doug and Darlene Forbes • Newfoundland, Canada
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the water. It was our fi rst time to the British Virgin Islands and a great experience, 

especially coming from Newfoundland, where we left behind cold rain and fl urries. It 
was a top-notch adventure. In a word – faultless! We will defi nitely be back for the Live 

Aboard Cruising course next spring, but we certainly wish it could be sooner!”

Sailing courses for all skill levels.
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New York City • Jersey City, New Jersey • St. Michaels, Maryland
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If you know how to Boat or would like to hire an instructor, 
charter one of Blue Pacific’s well-maintained yachts and 
explore Desolation Sound, the Gulf Islands, the San Juans 
or the Sunshine Coast. We are conveniently located on 
Granville Island and offer bareboat charters and Cruise and 
Learn vacations on sail or power boats from 27 to 65 feet. 
To see our fleet, go to www.bluepacificcharters.com then 
call or email us to check availablility.

07416_fullpagead-OP.pdf   1   11-12-06   12:20 PM

GREAT SHOULDER SEASON SPECIALS

CALL TODAY!

CHARTER
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SAVE BIG with Footloose Fall Savings!

Your Most Awesome 
Sailing Vacation Ever!
Feel the excitement of your Footloose yacht 

cruising through the crystal clear waters of the 

British Virgin Islands – Life doesn’t get be� er than

this. You can experience this excitement with 

an additional  5% savings o�  our fall special 

o� ers when you cruise select dates between              

November 1, 2012 and February 28, 2013 and        

book by  November 30, 2012. 

Just mention code CYFTL for this great deal. 

www.footloosecharters.com   888.852.4666          

Don’t forget the Footloose Price Guarantee:
we will beat any competitors o� er by $100.

*New bookings only. Subject to availability. Not valid on the Footloose 4600 catamaran. Charter dates November 1 - 15; November 29 - December 14, 2012;  
January 7 - February 28, 2013. Must book by November 30, 2012 and use code CYFTL. Maximum discount of 25%. Call for complete details.

*

www.footloosecharters.com   888.852.4666          

Don’t forget the Footloose Price Guarantee:
we will beat any competitors o� er by $100.

*New bookings only. Subject to availability. Not valid on the Footloose 4600 catamaran. Charter dates November 1 - 15; November 29 - December 14, 2012;  
January 7 - February 28, 2013. Must book by November 30, 2012 and use code CYFTL. Maximum discount of 25%. Call for complete details.

01013_FTL_1012_AD_CY_1/2 Page.indd   1 8/8/12   3:42 PM

Ordinary People. Extraordinary Vacations!
CYOA has been helping Ordinary 

People just like you make the most 
of their vacations for over 30 years 

with beautiful yachts, sensible prices, 
and a caring, professional staff.

Call your favorite crew, select an 
air-conditioned cat or monohull from 

our fleet, and set a comfortable 
heading for a vacation well 

Beyond the Ordinary.

Contact us today!

Visit us at the Annapolis Boat Show | October 4 - 8 at Dock ‘B’. 
You do not need to be present for Boat Show Specials ... a phone call or email request will be honored through October 22nd!

Sail Cats | Power Cats | Monohulls | Trawlers | Bareboat | Skippered
Frenchtown | St Thomas USVI
800-944-2962 | 340-777-9690

www.cyoacharters.com | info@cyoacharters.com

CYOA_Half_CY_Oct12_CYOA  8/10/12  11:12 AM  Page 1
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Discover a new age of sailing where the traditions of the past are combined with the modern comforts and amenities of the present. 
Star Clippers Tall Ships are perfect for cruising in casual elegance. The itineraries range from the sun-kissed Mediterranean to the 
Caribbean, Costa Rica and Panama.

On board you will enjoy a relaxed atmosphere, friendly crew and international cuisine, all in pampered comfort. If you’re a boating 
enthusiast, you can choose to lend a hand hoisting sails, climb the mast, or you can just lay back and let the crew do all the work. 

Come aboard the Star Flyer or our fl agship Royal Clipper, the largest fully rigged sailing ship in the world. As thousands of feet of sail 
unfurl, you’ll feel the elation of those mariners of long ago. Clearly, this is not a cruise ship in the ordinary sense.  On Star Clippers, 
you will fi nd that there are no rigid schedules. You are free to do as you wish with your days and evenings.

STAR CLIPPERS

Luxury Mediterranean Fall 2012 Sailings - Save Up To 55%

Your Guide to Great Vacations - Don’t Delay Call Today - Toll Free 1.866.870.1377
Toronto 416.840.3448  Newmarket 289.470.5444  Visit us at europatravel.ca and like us on
163 Main Street South  | Newmarket | Ontario | Canada 

TICO #50014161 

• Bareboat/Skippered
• Monohulls 32' - 52'
• Catamarans 38' - 47'

25    Year 
Anniversary

Our Cat prices will make you purrr!!
WWW.CONCHCHARTERS.COM

email: sailing@conchcharters.com - (284) 494-4868
Toll Free: USA 800-521-8939 • Canada 800-463-6625
Yacht Brokerage Division: charteryachtsales.com

“BestYacht Management Program”

“BVI’sBest Dealson Keels!”

Est. 1986

Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin
Islands

Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin
Islands

Quadra Island, April Point: 4100sqft oceanfront 
home on resort lease land. Spacious living 
areas, spectacular ocean and mountain views, 
expansive decks and 60ft of private moorage, 
plus all the amenities of the Resort in walking 
distance.                                        $575,000

Leech Island: Picturesque 3.3-acre private 
island in the southern Gulf Islands, fully 
forested with old-growth fir and arbutus. 
Protected moorage, 2bdrm cottage with partial 
basement, good domestic water supply and 
separate dockside building.                  $997,500

Pristine Private Island: 14-acre Ring Island, 
undeveloped, in well-protected Gorge Harbour, 
Cortes Island. Beautifully forested, good 
moorage options, tranquil bays and a mix of 
easy-access rock and sand beaches. In the 
Discovery Islands.                             $575,000

Haggard’s Cove, Alberni Inlet: 1024sqft
vacation cottage in water-access community, on 
Vancouver Island’s west coast. Fully functional 
with expansive covered decks, 2 bdrms, laminate 
floors, solar power system. Community water & 
sewer, private moorage.                      $284,000

Quadra Island Oceanfront: Private, 5.7 
treed acres with a 1250sqft home featuring 
old-growth timber frame construction and 
expansive decks overlooking a serene 
protected bay. Approx. 300ft easy access walk-
on shorefront. Public dock nearby.   $659,000

Mist Island: Private, undeveloped island in 
Port Harvey, between East and West Cracroft 
Islands. 35.25 acres with mixed topography 
and diverse shoreline from low bank easy 
access to rock outcrops. Amazing coastal 
area. Float home also available.        $675,000

Read Island, Evans Bay: 42-acre peninsula, over 
7000ft of oceanfront and excellent potential for 
protected deepwater moorage. Mature-growth 
forest. Zoning allows subdivision down to 
9.88 acres. Float plane or boat access only. 
Discovery Islands.                             $790,000

Redonda Bay, West Redonda Island: Substantial, 
licensed oyster aquaculture business with 20+ 
acres of beach and deep water lease, equipment 
and large oyster inventory, plus 1 acre upland 
property with a 500sqft cabin and good fresh 
water source.                                      $449,000

Robertson Island Home: 5.52 oceanfront acres 
in Haida Gwaii. Shore frontage on both the 
south and north sides of Robertson Island and 
a 1900sqft home with full services and bright, 
open living spaces. Ideal as a year-round home 
or vacation rental.                               $475,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCEANFRONT TEAM 
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

ED HANDJA Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHELLEY MCKAY

www.bcoceanfront.com
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West Coast Vancouver Island, Barkley Sound
4 oceanfront properties, 7.6 - 11.6 acres, 275ft 
– 555ft easy access beach front overlooking 
Broken Island Marine Park, roughed in internal 
access trails and a shared rock jetty for 
off-loading.                             $84,000 to $110,000

NEW
 PRICE

Quadra Island Acreage: 5 spectacular 
oceanfront acres with substantial protected 
deep water moorage in a sheltered bay. Diverse 
oceanfront, privacy, a historic 1000sqft camp 
house, and mature growth forest. Build your 
island dream home here!                 $856,000

NEW
 PRICE

Kyuquot Sound, Walters Cove: 2 separate 
contiguous titles, 2 dwellings & one of 
the most substantial foreshore licenses of 
occupation on Walters Island, NW Vancouver 
Island. The properties are steps away from the 
government dock & general store.    $299,000

NEW
 PRICE

CHARTER

d CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK BACK.indb   140 12-08-21   11:19 AM

http://europatravel.ca
http://WWW.CONCHCHARTERS.COM
mailto:sailing@conchcharters.com
http://charteryachtsales.com


Quadra Island, April Point: 4100sqft oceanfront 
home on resort lease land. Spacious living 
areas, spectacular ocean and mountain views, 
expansive decks and 60ft of private moorage, 
plus all the amenities of the Resort in walking 
distance.                                        $575,000

Leech Island: Picturesque 3.3-acre private 
island in the southern Gulf Islands, fully 
forested with old-growth fir and arbutus. 
Protected moorage, 2bdrm cottage with partial 
basement, good domestic water supply and 
separate dockside building.                  $997,500

Pristine Private Island: 14-acre Ring Island, 
undeveloped, in well-protected Gorge Harbour, 
Cortes Island. Beautifully forested, good 
moorage options, tranquil bays and a mix of 
easy-access rock and sand beaches. In the 
Discovery Islands.                             $575,000

Haggard’s Cove, Alberni Inlet: 1024sqft
vacation cottage in water-access community, on 
Vancouver Island’s west coast. Fully functional 
with expansive covered decks, 2 bdrms, laminate 
floors, solar power system. Community water & 
sewer, private moorage.                      $284,000

Quadra Island Oceanfront: Private, 5.7 
treed acres with a 1250sqft home featuring 
old-growth timber frame construction and 
expansive decks overlooking a serene 
protected bay. Approx. 300ft easy access walk-
on shorefront. Public dock nearby.   $659,000

Mist Island: Private, undeveloped island in 
Port Harvey, between East and West Cracroft 
Islands. 35.25 acres with mixed topography 
and diverse shoreline from low bank easy 
access to rock outcrops. Amazing coastal 
area. Float home also available.        $675,000

Read Island, Evans Bay: 42-acre peninsula, over 
7000ft of oceanfront and excellent potential for 
protected deepwater moorage. Mature-growth 
forest. Zoning allows subdivision down to 
9.88 acres. Float plane or boat access only. 
Discovery Islands.                             $790,000

Redonda Bay, West Redonda Island: Substantial, 
licensed oyster aquaculture business with 20+ 
acres of beach and deep water lease, equipment 
and large oyster inventory, plus 1 acre upland 
property with a 500sqft cabin and good fresh 
water source.                                      $449,000

Robertson Island Home: 5.52 oceanfront acres 
in Haida Gwaii. Shore frontage on both the 
south and north sides of Robertson Island and 
a 1900sqft home with full services and bright, 
open living spaces. Ideal as a year-round home 
or vacation rental.                               $475,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCEANFRONT TEAM 
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

ED HANDJA Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHELLEY MCKAY

www.bcoceanfront.com
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West Coast Vancouver Island, Barkley Sound
4 oceanfront properties, 7.6 - 11.6 acres, 275ft 
– 555ft easy access beach front overlooking 
Broken Island Marine Park, roughed in internal 
access trails and a shared rock jetty for 
off-loading.                             $84,000 to $110,000

NEW
 PRICE

Quadra Island Acreage: 5 spectacular 
oceanfront acres with substantial protected 
deep water moorage in a sheltered bay. Diverse 
oceanfront, privacy, a historic 1000sqft camp 
house, and mature growth forest. Build your 
island dream home here!                 $856,000

NEW
 PRICE

Kyuquot Sound, Walters Cove: 2 separate 
contiguous titles, 2 dwellings & one of 
the most substantial foreshore licenses of 
occupation on Walters Island, NW Vancouver 
Island. The properties are steps away from the 
government dock & general store.    $299,000

NEW
 PRICE
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FOR SALE:  1.8 acres 
of waterfront property in Bear 
Island on New Brunswick’s 
Mactaquac Head Pond.This 
waterfront property is situated 
on the Mactaquac Head Pond 
on the beautiful Saint John 
River. It is approximately 1.8 
acres with 300 feet of water frontage and easy access to 
the water.  Most of the property is cleared. The treed area is 
beautiful and mostly a mature pine and hardwood mix. Build 
your dream home or cottage and enjoy the beautiful sunsets 
over the water! Launch your boat, go for a swim, enjoy nature!  
The property is a rare find as there are few waterfront lots left 
of this type along the Saint John River.

$155,000 
Enquires: T# 902-877-5521 or bfox@ns.sympatico.ca

1.8 ACRES OF WATERFRONT 

 BEAR ISLAND

MARINE ASSISTANCE

24HR VESSEL TOWING 

Peace of Mind at Sea

“CPS Partner in Safe Boating” 33% discount for CPS” “CPS Partner in Safe Boating” 33% discount for CPS” 

YOUR BABY

YOUR BABY’S BLANKET

QUINTE CANVAS MFG.

Keep your baby clean and dry this winter. Our 1” aluminum 
frames with Arctic Guard cover, installs in just 
a few hours. Mast up or down.

1-800-268-4186 Kingston, Ontario Canada
topshop@kos.net www.topshop.on.ca

ANCHORAGE
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30 Water Street, Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0 
1-800-565-0022    705-282-0185 

www.cycnorth.com                   info@cycnorth.com 

• Sailboats, Catamarans 
   & Powerboats
• 27' to 50'
• Bareboat & Crewed Charters
• 35 years in operation
• New boats for 2012
Owners: Ken Blodgett & Pam McLaughlin

North Channel - Georgian Bay - Lake Huron 

Introducing WinchRite 
Winch Drive by Sailology
A Real Cordless Electric Winch Handle.

Now Available at the CY Store

www.canadianyachting.ca/cystore

The new WinchRite Cordless Electric 
Winch Drive is the recipient of a 2010 
NMMA Innovation Award! It is compact, 
lightweight, and extremely easy to use. 
Winchrite will drive your standard 
winches as if they were electric. The 
exterior housing is a composite of ABS 
and PC plastics resulting in superior 
durability and strength, with integrated non-skid rubber inlays. Designed specifically 
for use on a sailboat's winches, it achieves 110+NM of torque and reaches variable 
speeds of 50-120 RPM in both directions. The integrated stainless steel winch cog 
contains a unique drive to prevent failure in both rotation directions and will not 
unthread or snap the retaining screw.
Every Winchrite Winch Drive comes with a quick charging device; 100-240 volt shore 
power; a 12-volt Trickle charging device and a storage tote bag.
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Manufacturer of Custom Upholstery, Cushions and Mattresses
Come see our new expanded showroom

Royal City Bedding & Upholstery

14722 64th Avenue, Surrey, BC - 604-595-5075  www.rcb.ca

MAKING SAILS THE WAY 

YOU WANT

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128

FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128

FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

BIG OR SMALL, AT SHIPSHAPE, WE FIX ‘EM ALL!

Murray White, General Manager
Shipshape Marina Ltd.
10 Seaway Haulage Road
St. Catharines, ON L2M 0A3
905-935-1234

admin@shipshapeltd.com
www.shipshapeltd.com

• LARGEST TRAVEL-LIFT ON LAKE ONTARIO 
(80-TONS)

• LOWEST WINTER STORAGE RATES
• ABYC CERTIFIED MARINE ELECTRICIAN
• BOAT PICK-UP & DELIVERY WHEN REQUESTED
• COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE SERVICE

ANCHORAGE
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• Westerbeke Gas and Diesel Generators
• Westerbeke Diesel Generators 

and Diesel Propulsion Engines
• Universal Diesel Engines
• Velvet Drive transmission and parts
• SeaKamp Heat exchangers
• Speedseal Impeller covers
• Transmission repairs Hurth, ZF, Paragon,Velvet Drive
• Repair parts for Mercruiser, Volvo, Crusader

• phone-1-519-825-4631 • fax-1-519-825-7752 • parts 1-800-345-8341
website: www.anthonykeatsmarine.com

email: anth-kea@on.aibn.com

Thunderbird Marina
 West Vancouver

604.921.7457

Reed Point Marina
 Port Moody
604.939.0499

Westport Marina
 Sidney

Vancouver Island
250.656.5832

150 exclusive listings: 
www.thunderbirdmarine.com 

B.C.’s Largest Database
of Used Boats

AD INDEX
Acura  ....................................................................4
Advantage Boating ...........................................134
America’s Great Loop  .........................................66
Annapolis Boat Show .........................................50
Beneteau/Barracuda  ..........................................60
Beneteau/Prestige  .............................................32
Beneteau/Sense .................................................27
Beneteau/Westerly  ............................................17
Binnacle ..............................................................35
Blackfish  ...........................................................126
Blue Pacific Yacht Charters  ..............................138
Bracewell  .........................................................104
Britmar ................................................................57
Canadian Safe Boating  ......................................68
Cardhu  ..................................................................2
Catalina Yachts  ..................................................41
Chubb/Calexis  ..............................................30, 48
Coast Realty  .....................................................141
Coastal Craft  ....................................................8, 9
Conch ................................................................140
Cowan  ..............................................................113
CPS  ............................................................107,108
Crates Lake Country  .........................................119
CYOA Charters  .................................................139
Disabled Sailing Association  .............................95
Dolphin  .............................................................103
Eagle Craft ..........................................................52
Emerald Pacific Yachts  .....................................122
Engel Coolers/UK Products  ................................62
Epifines ...............................................................40
Europa Travel  ....................................................140
Evolution Sails ....................................................49
Farpoint  ............................................................133
Festiva Yacht Charters  .....................................135
Fogh Marine  .......................................................96
Footloose/Tui  ....................................................139
Freedom Lift  .......................................................40
Furuno .................................................................36
Genco  .................................................................54
Grand Yachts  ....................................................124
Harken  ................................................................41
Horizon Yacht Charters .....................................134
HUB International ...............................................63
Hunter ...........................................................14, 15
Interlux  ...............................................................69
Jack Paddy  .........................................................64

Jeanneau ............................................................21
Land-Sea  ............................................................64
Lewmar ...............................................................25
Martin Marine  ....................................................96
Mason’s Chandlery  ...........................................100
Meridian Yacht Sales  .......................................123
Mosquito Creek  ................................................111
Navis Marine Insurance  .....................................71
Navy Point  ........................................................117
North Lakes  ......................................................110
North Pacific .......................................................70
North Sails  .........................................................57
North South  ........................................................54
NWYB/Seattle Boats Afloat Show  ..................121
Ocean Alexander  ..............................127, 128, 129
Offshore Sailing  ...............................................136
Outer Harbour Marina  ......................................119
Pat Sturgeon Yacht Sales .................................116
PhilBrooks Boat Yard  ........................................104
Pro-Tech Yacht Services  .....................................96
Raymarine  ..........................................................19
RCR Yacht Sales  ...............................................120
Rekord Marine ....................................................96
Rolex .................................................................148
Roton  ..................................................................68
Shelter Island  .....................................................72
Simrad  ................................................................34
Skippers Plan ......................................................47
Skyline  ..........................................................6, 115
Specialty Yachts  .......................................130, 131
St. Vincent & the Genadines.........................38, 39
Standard Horizon ................................................95
Steveston Marixne & Hardwear  ........................25
Sunsail ..............................................................137
Toronto Yacht Sales  .........................................118
Trotac  ..................................................................62
True North  ........................................................120
US Virgin Islands  ................................................99
Vertex  .................................................................74
Victoria International Marina .............................59
Volvo Penta  ..........................................................7
Yacht Sales West  .............................................125
Yacht Solutions  ..................................................95
Yachting Vacations  .....................................................134
Yamaha/G.A. Checkpoint  ..........................................132
Yeti Coolers/UK Products  ............................................62
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By John Morris

THE MACDONALD CLAN FROM 
HAMILTON HAS BECOME A MULTI
GENERATIONAL ROSTER OF 
ACCOMPLISHED SAILORS WHO 
SAIL INDIVIDUALLY AND TOGETHER 
AMID A THREAD OF RUNNING 
GAGS AND FAMILY FUN. IT ALL 
STARTED ACCIDENTLY, AS THESE 
THINGS SO OFTEN DO.

Back before LinkedIn Larry 
MacDonald Sr. joined the Royal Hamilton 
Yacht Club as a means to network among 
the who’s who of Slag City. As it turned 
out, he went on to meet the considerably 
legendary Don Allen, sail Lightnings with 
Don in the Pan Am Games in Winnipeg, 
and go onto a stellar career in Hamilton’s 
waters and well beyond. Never having 
intended it, he become a leading figure 
in the Canadian sailing world, as a 
winning sailor and as part of both the 
Canadian Yachting Association and the 
Ontario Sailing Association, where he was 
president in the late ‘80s.

Another of Larry Sr.’s accomplish-
ments was to embed the sailing microbe 
into his kids and those of his brother 
Jack, his nephews. And now it’s been 
transmitted to their kids. 

GEN 2
Larry Sr.’s children have some fine 
credentials—daughter Sue is winner 
of the North American Women’s 

Championship (in Lightnings, the 
official family one-design, it seems.) 
Son Larry Jr. is a longtime North 
Sails whiz, also a Pan Am sailor and a 
member of the Ontario and National 
Sailing Teams with a long list of wins 
and championships in the Lightning 
world and others. He went to the ’83 
Pan Ams with his cousin Keith aboard 
and Larry Sr. coaching, then won Pan 
Am bronze with wife Julie Marie at 
Winnipeg’s 1999 Games. 

Thanks to Larry Sr., Jack’s progeny, 
cousins Sandy, Keith and Cam, have 
been involved in many aspects of 
sailing since their youth. Sandy went 
on to become a Beneteau dealer and 
now runs a 75-slip marina adjacent 
to RHYC. Cam sailed Lightnings, 
naturally, crewed a lot on many boats, 
including with Don Allen, who had 
been his uncle’s skip and continued 
to holler “McTavish” at him on every 
tack, just as he had with Larry Sr. 
Apparently all Scots names are the 
same to Allen. (Aside: Allen’s half-ton-
ner that they crewed was infamously, 
but some say appropriately, named 
Passing Wind.)

The cousins have a running joke 
when they call each other on some 
sailing matter. When they call to 
connect and sail, the message is 
simple—“Just tell him that his favourite 
cousin called.” Then they laugh uproari-
ously—such are the MacDonalds that 
the joke doesn’t get old.

THE BOAT
The new all-cousin sailing project is 
Gaucho, a Farr 44 IMS design from 
1992 that was built in Argentina (thus 
the name), then cleaned up at Key West 
Race Week, winning every race by a 
huge margin and often beating all of the 
competitors in her class boat-for-boat. A 
few years ago the MacDonalds picked her 
up and now campaign her cousins-style 
on Lake Ontario. It’s both a family outing 
and a racing endeavour strewn with 
laughs. Gaucho won the 2009 Freeman 
Lake Yacht Racing Association Boat of the 
Regatta in its inaugural season.

GEN 3
Key to the Gaucho project is the 
involvement of the grandchildren. Sue’s 
kids Andrew (22) and Jenna (21) are 
regulars. Larry’s kids, Joy (19), Adam 
(18) Julie Ann (15) and Maggie (11), all 
sail Lightnings and other dinghies—this 
year Joy and Maggie are doing the class 
Canadians with their pop. Of course, 
they sail Gaucho regularly, too. Cam’s 
son Ryan (18) sails 29ers at Ashbridge’s 
Bay as well as on Gaucho, as do Keith’s 
brood, Katrina (21) and Alex (17.)

It adds up to a lot of hands on deck 
and a family that has produced some 
of the country’s most talented competi-
tors, with more in the pipeline. Not bad 
for an initial visit to the local sailing 
club to makes some business connec-
tions. That step into RHYC resulted in 
quite a considerable sailing dynasty. 

My Favourite Cousin

CROSSING THE LINE

 At age nine, Maggie, 
the youngest of Gen 3 
was already steering 
Gaucho. Uncles Sandy 
and Keith don’t appear to 
be doing much at all.

FOR THE SEAFOR THE SEA

d CY_1210_OCT12-BOOK BACK.indb   146 12-08-21   11:19 AM



c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  147

FOR THE SEAFOR THE SEA
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