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OUTCOME

"I would sooner sail into uncharted waters
than sail without the right insurance. My broker

knows my lifestyle and knows I don't want to take unnecessary

risks." Boat ownership requires preparation to enjoy the benefits.

Ask your broker about Chubb’s new,
enhanced coverage. Our 25 point challenge
will help you have the right coverage for
your vessel and your needs.

Asking the right  questions and understanding  the  risk, charts

your course to the right kind of coverage for your vessel. 

Chubb  Insurance  leads  the  industry  in coverage of watercraft,

and makes  the  effort  to  better  understand  the  unique  risks

you  face - that brings you back in control.

www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca
Chubb Insurance refers to Chubb Insurance Company of Canada.
The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.
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I’ve just come back from a big international boat show with no boats. It’s one 
of my favourite shows, too.

It’s called the International Boatbuilder’s Exposition and Conference (IBEX) 
and it’s a show only for professional boatbuilders and people in the marine trades. 
There’s everything that you could possibly need to build a boat, equip a boat, or 
power a boat—including a full slate of educational seminars on boat design, con-
struction, repair, maintenance and educational seminars on how to run a marina 
or boatyard to best serve the boat owners.

But, there were no boats in the show.
The new boats come later during the winter at the many boat shows across 

North America. That is where all the boat builders roll out their new models for 
the spring of 2013. At IBEX 2012, the highlights were the new products and 
processes that will bring better, more energy efficient and more luxurious new 
boats in the coming years as the marine industry slowly climbs out of its recession-
induced slowdown. 

We’ve all seen recessions before. The older and more experienced we become, 
the more we realize that there’s a cycle to the economy where everything goes up 
for a few years and then we have a “correction” where everything goes down, only 
to begin the upward cycle again.

The difference this time is that there are so many great pre-owned boats out 
there on the market. It’s becoming increasingly apparent to experienced boat own-
ers that compared to a new boat purchase, if there’s a similar used model out there, 
they may be able to get what they want at a good price from their yacht broker.

Repair, refit and upgrade are words that are getting into more and more boat 
owners’ vocabularies. At IBEX, the manufacturers were focused on what they 
call the OEM market—they sell their parts to the new boat builders, but growing 
numbers of parts suppliers address the repair, refitted upgrade market.

IBEX visitors and exhibitors say the 2012 version of this important show was 
the best in three years. The industry is looking up; during the opening speech we 
learned that sales are up perhaps 10% this year.

Let’s be honest; if you can afford a fabulous new yacht, then go for it! You 
only live once.

For many buyers though, an older boat in good condition may make more 
economic sense. So, it’s no wonder many manufacturers were as much fo-
cused on products and processes to upgrade older boats as they were on new 
OEM construction.

And, more than any other area, the section of the marine industry that’s really 
on fire is marine electronics.

The level of technological advancement, simplicity in the user interface and 
most importantly, increased user benefits in safety, navigation accuracy and even 
fuel efficiency, make the new suite of marine electronics utterly amazing.

Utterly baffling sometimes too!
Please let us know what you think of our approach to the latest in marine elec-

tronics, starting on page 28 .
We have tried to focus on the user benefits, starting from a small boat per-

spective and going up to a very well-equipped long-distance cruising boat. It’s 
not the equipment itself, but what that equipment can do to make your time on 
the boat more enjoyable.

With easy-to-use navigation capabilities, the latest in communications 
equipment (much of which is very affordable) keeps you safe; a range of fail-
safe and redundant engine and mechanical systems are “enabling technolo-
gies” that are also fun to use.

You will see it all laid out at the winter boat shows, starting in Canada with the 
Toronto International Boat Show that opens January 12th, 2012.

A boat show with no boats? Don’t worry—they’re coming!

By Andy Adams - Managing Editor
aadams@kerrwil.com
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Beneteau has blended the best of French elegance, Italian passion and sports car inspired design 

to create the new Gran Turismo. Its open interior utilizes every inch of space in an efficient and 

natural manner. Stunning lines are sure to turn heads out on the water as much as in the marina. 

And technical innovations like the AirStep® hull mean the Gran Turismo is no mere pretender. In the 

world of express cruisers, it is the genuine article.

GTByBeneteau.com • ENQUIRIES: 410.990.0270 OR POWER@BENETEAU.COM

Pacific Northwest: Westerly Yacht Sales / Vancouver, BC / 604-685-2211

Ontario: Anchor Yacht Sales / Port Credit, ON / 905-891-0191

Quebec: Boisvert Marine / Sorel, QC / 888-562-5408

P O W E R

The yacht that says you’ve arrived 

long before you reach your destination.
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CONTRIBUTORS

JOHN ARMSTRONG
(Bavaria Vision 46) 
John Armstrong has 
been involved in all 
aspects of boating 
throughout his 
life. He is a former 

vice commodore of Port Credit Yacht 
Club. John is a Certified Professional 
Yacht Broker and spent many years 
selling new and brokerage power and 
sailboats. He is currently a National 
Account Manager with Canadian 
Yachting and Boating Industry Canada,
is one of the “Galley Guys “ and tests 
power and sailboats for CY.

ROBERT BULLER
(Engine Room, 
Seafaring Santa) is 
a lifelong boater and 
has contributed to 
West Coast boating 
magazines since 

2005. He owned a 48’ Monk powerboat, 
MV Nirvana (built in 1947) for 10 years 
and cruised extensively in northern 
Desolation Sound and the Broughtons.

An active member of Canadian 
Power Squadrons, he teaches regularly 
in boating courses, with a specialty in 
marine navigation. He also speaks at 
power squadrons on cruising destina-
tions and marine equipment.

SALLY COLE (Messing 
About) and Robert 
Kelly lived aboard 
SV Eleuthera Soleil,
their 1972 24’ 
British Snapdragon 
twin-keel sailboat 

for five years. Their home port is 
now Ganges, Salt Spring Island, with 
their boat moored within sight, right 
off their sundeck. Robert is Harbour 
Master of Salt Spring and Sally is 
writing a book and magazine articles.

DEANE HISLOP
(Destination Genoa 
Bay) and wife Arlene 
cruise Easy Goin’,
their Meridian 381, 
from Anacortes, 
Washington. Deane 

has been boating for 40 years.

JOHN KERR (Bavaria 
Vision 46) is a lifelong 
boater and has been 
deeply involved in all 
aspects of the sport. 
He is active with the 
Canadian Yachting 

Association, his local power squadron, 
and the Canadian Olympic Committee. 
John can be found in his powerboat 
plying the waters of Georgian Bay or 
racing his Etchells with John Jr. and his 
lifelong friend Hans Fogh. An Olympic 
bronze medallist and holder of numerous 
international sailing titles, John brings a 
unique perspective to the content of CY
as a sailboat reviewer.

BRIAN KELLY
(Electronics) and his 
father who founded 
Bayland Enterprises 
have been marine 
electronics/electrical 
specialists and install-

ers since 1993. Brian is a graduate of 
The Landing School in Kennebunkport 
Maine, holding a Marine Systems 
Technician certificate, ABYC Marine 
Electrical certification and is an NMEA 
Advanced Marine Electronic installer. 
When he’s not on a customer’s boat 
Brian is aboard his own boat cruising 
his home waters of Georgian Bay.

ELIZABETH REGAN
(The Voyage of 
Free Spirit V) is a 
lawyer, a former 
nurse and an 
aspiring writer. She 
lives in Vancouver 

with her husband and her intrepid 
standard poodle Blue.

PAUL AND SHERYL 
SHARD (Shetlands and 
Orkneys) are award-
winning filmmakers 
and sailing authors 
who have been 
cruising internation-

ally since 1989. They host the sailing 
TV series “Distant Shores” airing 
on the Travel and Escape Channel. 
The series and Distant Shores DVDs 
include cruising the island groups of the 
Bahamas. Visit: www.distantshores.ca.

Visit CruisersYachts.com 
or call 920-834-2211

Begin your 
relationship at these 
Canadian Dealers

CRATE MARINE SALES
290 The Queensway South
Keswick, Ontario L4P 2B3

905-476-4552
——————

CRATE MARINE SALES
150 Laguna Parkway

Brechin, Ontario  L0K 1B0
705-484-5063
——————

CRATE MARINE SALES
1 Port Street

Mississauga, Ontario L5G 4N1
905-486-1726
——————

CRATE MARINE SALES
93 Dock Lane
P. O. Box 573

Port McNicoll, Ontario L0K 1R0
877-678-7678
——————

CRATE MARINE SALES
951A Rue Principale
St.-Paul-Ile-Aux-Noix
Quebec, J0J1G0
450-291-4000
——————

MAPLE CITY MARINE LIMITED
P. O. Box 576

680 Grand Avenue East
Chatham, Ontario N7M 5K6

519-354-3640

http://CruisersYachts.com
http://www.distantshores.ca
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The revolutionary 45 Cantius looks and feels unlike any 
other yacht, ever. Because it was designed to erase the 
limitations between the great outdoors and its fabulously 
appointed indoors. Infinitely expanding your experience, 
and fully integrating the feeling of your lavish onboard 
lifestyle with the beauty and enchantment of the natural 
world. The 45 Cantius embraces the light with a full 
glass enclosure and provides unprecedented sight lines. 

To learn more about the amazing 45 Cantius, visit CruisersYachts.com or contact KCS International Inc. 920-834-2211

And features a spacious integrated entertainment area that 
seamlessly blends together the cockpit, galley, upper 
salon and helm through 114” of open access. And the 
revolution continues with a power-activated sunroof. 
An unprecedented 6’ retractable hardtop/sun shade 
for complete cockpit area coverage. All amenities 

specifically designed to eliminate canvas. Plus, a 
multi-purpose entertaining/cinema area below deck. 

All waterways �ow naturally. Introducing the �rst yacht to
perfect the

natural �ow
betw

een
indoor

and
outdoorliving.

The New 45 Cantius.

http://CruisersYachts.com
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As the Galley Guys travel 
about we meet great people 
who share our joy for being 
on the water—sharing 

food and wine, and partaking in a little 
dinnertime storytelling. This particular 
gastronomic event was in the making 
for months and began with the mention 
of Digby scallops and a scheduled trip 
to Canada’s ocean playground, Nova 
Scotia. One of these great people is 
honorary Galley Guy, Jim Grove, who 
along with his most delightful wife, 
Dudley, proposed a scallop recipe that 
he has been tweaking for years.

There are many species of scallops, 
but the ones harvested by the Digby 
scallop fleet are sea scallops. These 
sea scallops are only found in the 

I

Frankly SCALLOP,
I don’t give a CLAM!

By Greg Nicoll SEARED SCALLOPS WITH TARRAGON-BUTTER SAUCE

Recipe for four servings; Active time: 20 minutes

Preparation:

1. Pat scallops dry, absolutely dry for best 
results, and sprinkle with ¼ teaspoon of 
salt & pepper.

2. Heat 1 tablespoon butter in 12-inch 
skillet over medium-high heat until foam 
subsides, then sear scallops turning 
once, until golden brown and just cooked 
through, about 5 minutes total. Transfer to 
a heated platter.

3. Add shallots, wine, and vinegar to skillet 
and boil, scraping up brown bits, until 
reduced to 2 tbsp.

4. Add juices from the platter and oil if 
necessary until liquid is reduced to 
about ¼ cup.

5. Reduce heat to low and add 3 tbsp of but-
ter, stirring until almost melted. Then add 
remaining 3 tbsp of butter and swirl until 
incorporated and the sauce has a creamy 
consistency. Stir in tarragon and salt to 
taste; pour sauce over scallops.

Credit for recipe Seared Scallops with 
Tarragon-Butter Sauce to Gourmet March 
2008 / Andrea Albin / Epicurious.com

Ingredients:
1 ¼ lbs large sea scallops
2 tbsp finely chopped shallots 

7 tbsp of unsalted butter, 
cut into tablespoons—divided

¼ cup dry white wine
1 tbsp finely chopped tarragon

Galley Guy Greg can 
hardly keep his excitement 

in tack holding a tray full 
of fresh Digby scallops

GALLEY GUYS
JI

M
 G

R
O

VE

http://Epicurious.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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 The platter was full of 60 scallops, the truth was 2 
were left over and served with eggs the next morning. 
 Galley Guy Greg with Honorary Galley Guy Jim 
Grove and with the Viking stainless pan in hand in 
Back Cove Chester Nova Scotia.

northwest Atlantic Ocean from Cape 
Hatteras, north to Labrador. We found 
a fresh supply at Jim’s special place, 
the Fish Store in Gold River. Atlantic 
Canada, besides being absolutely beau-
tiful, and populated with the friendliest 
people anywhere, means fresh seafood. 
We were not disappointed. Decision 
time, eight people for dinner so how 
many scallops would be enough?  Each 
scallop was between 6–7 cm round and 
3–4 cm thick and true to a Galley Guy 
motto, you can never have too many, so 
we bought 60 scallops for dinner. On 
the way home we stopped at the side 
of the road where two ol’ Coaster Gals 
in big floppy hats parked, opened their 
trunk, and hawked fresh fruit and veg-
etables. Bright green and yellow beans, 
a basket of freshly-picked blueberries, 
and an educational adventure with the 
local jargon were all added to the basket 
for the evening meal.

Scallops are marine Mollusks 
(phylum Mollusca) from the class 
Pelecypoda and family Pectindae. They 
are bivalves with two hard shells, (or 
valves) and a soft body. The shells open 
and close by a single large muscle, the 
adductor muscle. This muscle is the 
meat of the scallop and the only part 
that gets eaten. 

Seared Scallops with Tarragon-
Butter Sauce was the recipe that Jim 
chose for the night’s marquee treat. 
Choosing the beurre blanc, the classic 
French butter sauce was a cinch 
to prepare and has the tendency to 
make just about anything taste better. 
Beurre-blanc allows the juices from the 
scallops to develop their own complex-
ity in a most complimentary fashion. 

The scallops are pan fried; it’s easy 
to do in the galley or on a stern bar-
beque. The secrets to searing scallops, 
according to Jim, are: 1) discard the 
tough ligament from the side of each 
scallop, 2) wash thoroughly to ensure no 
sand is still left in the scallop, 3) pat dry, 
4) let stand to room temperature and 
5) place the scallops in the pan one at 
a time in a clockwise rotation. This last 
manoeuvre keeps the pan at a constant 
heat. Make sure to follow the same 
pattern when turning and removing the 
scallops. After lifting the scallops from 
the pan, lay them on a paper towel for a 
few seconds to remove any excess oil.

Chef Jim uses unsalted butter, 
though I have heard that others 
recommend canola oil because of 
its high smoke point. Another Jim 
recommendation is the use of his 
favourite Viking stainless sauté pan. 

He is not a big fan of non-stick pans 
for this recipe. 

Jim’s big secret; brown only one 
side of the scallop. On a medium-high 
setting, cook the scallops for about 
4–5 minutes or until caramelized to 
a golden brown. Turn the scallops to 
check the colour of the searing to be 
golden brown, not burned. When done, 
remove to a heated plate. Too much 
cooking equals toughness. Scallops 
cooked properly should almost melt 
in your mouth. The recipe can be 
doubled, but be careful not to burn the 
brown bit in the pan when searing the 
second and third lot. 

The dinner invitees came to a 
candle-lit table and a large bowl of 
amazing sea scallops, served with 
Tarragon-Butter sauce over basmati 
rice. Along with fresh sautéed beans 
and, what I recall were a few bottles of 
sparkling wine, the Galley Guys had a 
meal to remember. 

Our guests and hosts suddenly went 
quiet as they savoured these magnifi-
cent sea creatures but then the reviews 
poured out. Comparisons and recol-
lections to other great meals, fishing 
expeditions from the past, seafood 
restaurants with spectacular offerings 
all became part of the mix in this 

GALLEY GUYS
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 Jim’s big stainless 
pan was perfect to 
sizzle these amazing 
scallops to perfection.
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joyful setting. There were many toasts 
throughout the evening; to the Chef, to 
scallops, to Digby and to this group of 
old and new friends. 

It was during the storytelling part of 
the evening, as the stories rounded the 
table, that it fell upon the Galley Guys to 
add entertainment with a seafood theme. 

Here it goes:
One of my sailing buddies was at 

home chilling out when he heard his 
wife come in the house. “Hi Honey,” he 
called out as he continued to watch an 
afternoon ball game on the TV, spread 
out on his Lazy Boy. Suddenly he 
became aware of his teary wife glaring 
down at him. “You forgot our anniver-
sary, didn’t you?” she cried. 

One thought ran through his 
brain: How could I have forgotten our 
anniversary...again? “Yes,” he confessed. 
“But I have a great idea. I will make 
you a beautiful dinner of escargot and 
champagne. Have a nice hot bath and I 
will run out to the store.” 

First stop was the fish market where 
he bought a big bag of snails; next 
stop was the liquor store for a bottle of 
chilled champagne. As he stood in line 
to pay, he felt a tap on his shoulder. 
Turning around, there was one of 
his old mates that he sailed with for 

many years. While they were catching, 
up one thing led to a beer, and then 
another beer, and before long it got 
dark, and that’s when he realized he 
was in big trouble.

As fast as he could, he ran home. He 
saw that the house and the porch lights 
were turned off. In the darkness, he 
bounded up the front stairs, but slipped 
and fell, dropping the bag of snails and 
spilling them all over the porch.

The porch light came on, the door 
unlocked, and there stood his wife 
wearing her house coat and curlers in 
her hair looking down at him. “What 
happened? What took you so long?” she 
demanded to know!

He looked up at her, he looked 
down at the snails, then back to his 
wife, and then back to the snails, then 
raised his arms and said, “Come on 
lads, we’re almost there!”

I must at this point give full credit 
to Pat Sturgeon, of Pat Sturgeon Yacht 
Sales, a true raconteur for this abridged 
version of the story. I first heard Pat tell 
this story in a bar at the Annapolis Boat 
Show several years ago; he brought 
down the house. 

Great food, with great friends, with 
a side of laughter, a Galley Guy night 
to remember! 

 Nova Scotia is pretty and 
Nova Scotians are beautiful!
Buying locally grown fresh 
vegetable on the side of road.

Life begins at 40.

For more information, contact one of the 
following Canadian dealers in your area.

True North Yachts
Mississauga, ON
866.610.1707
allan@truenorthyachts.ca

Marina Lennox
Saint-Paul-de-l’lle-aux-Noix, QC
450.246.2402
marinalennox@gmail.com

Sunnybrook Yacht Brokers
Halifax, NS
902.275.2424
syb@eastlink.ca

Specialty Yachts
Vancouver, BC
604.689.7491
lawrence@specialty-yachts.com

Quiet Waters (Trailerables Only)

Waubaushene, ON
705-538-2343
qwaters@sailboatsales.com

Schooner Yacht Sales (Trailerables Only)

Ottawa, ON
613.825.0207
schooneryachtsales@sympatico.ca

Glenmore Sailboats (Trailerables Only)

Calgary, AB and Edmonton, AB
866.665.SAIL
info@glenmoresailboats.com

mailto:allan@truenorthyachts.ca
mailto:marinalennox@gmail.com
mailto:syb@eastlink.ca
mailto:lawrence@specialty-yachts.com
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THE MUCKLE FLUGGA LIGHT AT 60º 51’N 
0º53’W MARKS THE MOST NORTHERN POINT 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. OUR QUEST TO 
REACH IT ABOARD OUR SOUTHERLY 49 SAIL-
BOAT, DISTANT SHORES II, TOOK US THROUGH 
SOME OF THE UNITED KINGDOM’S MOST 
REMOTE AND CHARMING ISLAND GROUPS, 
THE ORKNEY AND SHETLAND ISLES.

These island groups lie off the north coast of 
the Scottish mainland; although both are territories 
of Scotland, the people seem to identify more 
strongly with their Nordic roots. For centuries, 
Viking kings ruled the islands—which are only a 
short sailing distance across the North Sea from 
Norway. Lerwick, the capital of the Shetland 
Islands, is a mere 195 nm to the Marstein light 

at 60º 8’N 5º 4.5’E on the west coast of Norway. 
The Marstein light marks the entrance to the fjord 
leading into the major Norwegian port of Bergen. 
(See the August 2012 issue of CY for our article on 
“Cruising the Fjords of Norway” for more informa-
tion on making this passage.) 

Fishing and seafaring are important and hon-
oured livelihoods in the islands so there is much 
“back-and-forthness” that encourages cultural 
exchange between Orkney, Shetland, and Norway. 
During World War II, the Shetland Bus was 
established—a special operations boat-based link 
between Shetland and German-occupied Norway 
that moved people and supplies under the cover 
of darkness and in conditions of poor visibility 
across the North Sea. To this day, the bond the 
Shetland Bus created remains strong.

We began our cruise of the Orkney and 
Shetland archipelagos in mid-June following an 

Harbour at North 
Haven, Fair Isle, & 
Bird Observatory

Northern Scotland:
Voyage to Orkney and Shetland Isles

PAUL AND SHERYL SHARD CONTINUE THEIR ADVENTURES CRUISING IN SCOTLAND 
ABOARD THEIR SOUTHERLY 49 SAILBOAT, DISTANT SHORES II

Photos and Story by Sheryl and Paul Shard

ABOARD DISTANT SHORES II
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can be expected as well as “roosts,” 
which occur when the tide brings 
water in and meets waves coming 
from the other side forming massive 
standing waves. At maximum tide and 
current, the shoal -strewn Pentland 
Firth is generally not the place you 
want to be in a sailboat. We were 
blessed with light-wind conditions 
and a pleasant sail across the strait to 
reach the Orkney Isles on calm seas.

Orkney is an archipelago of 70 or 
so low-lying islands located about 10 
nm north of the Scottish mainland; 
it has been home to mankind since 
about 4,000 B.C. Of the 70 islands, 
only 20 are inhabited, and most of the 
20,000 people live on the largest island 
called Mainland where Orkney’s two 
main towns, Kirkwall and Stromness, 
are located as well as the large 
natural harbour of Skapa Flow. The 
islands played an important part in 
the development of Canada’s history 
since Stromness was a major recruit-
ing and supply base for the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. If you sail out into the 
Atlantic Ocean from Stromness, the 
next stop is Canada.

A great aspect of cruising in this 
region is that you are so far north 
that you have lasting daylight in the 
summer months. This means you can 
cover a lot of ground between sunrise 
and sunset—especially if you ride the 
tides. Plenty of daylight remained at 
19:30 on June 17 when, after a passage 
of 98 nm, we reached our first anchor-
age in Orkney at East Weddel Sound 
in Holm Sound between Mainland and 
Burray just outside the huge natural 
harbour of Skapa Flow.

We were the only boat floating in 
the anchorage. Surrounding us were 
World War II blockships—purposely 
sunk to prevent German U-boats, 
which could hold up to a hundred 
naval ships, from entering the harbour. 
On shore, concrete gun emplace-
ments stand out against vibrant green 
fields. In both World Wars, Skapa 
Flow was the main base for the British 
Royal Navy. However on October 
14, 1939, a U-47 slipped through 
and sank the World War I-era battle-
ship, HMS Royal Oak. As a result, 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
ordered the construction of a series 
of causeways to completely block the 
eastern approaches to Skapa Flow. The 
Churchill Barriers now provide road 

access from Mainland to Burray and 
South Ronaldsay, and still block all ship 
traffic into the harbour. But they make 
this cove on the outside a secure and 
interesting anchorage. Before the sun 
set we launched the dinghy and went 
to take a look at the wrecks. 

The summer season is short in this 
part of the world and our strategy was 
to get north as quickly as possible and 
then work our way south. Rather than 
exploring Orkney now, we decided 
to shoot north up to Shetland, make 
the jump to Norway, and then cruise 
Orkney and Shetland in a relaxed 
fashion on our way south travelling 
with, rather than against, the season.

On June 19, we set sail for Fair 
Isle in the Shetland archipelago. Once 
again we had light winds but enough 
for a pleasant sail. We dressed in full 
foul weather gear all summer due to 
the temperature. If it’s suntanning 
you’re after, this is not the cruising 
ground for you!

Fair Isle is the most southerly of 
the Shetland Islands and lies almost 30 
miles north-east of Orkney and about 
25 miles south-west of the Shetland’s 
Mainland, making it the most remote 
island in the United Kingdom and a 
breeding ground for many species of 
birds. You may have heard of Fair Isle 
sweaters which have traditional pat-
terns and are produced by the islanders 
from the fine Fair Isle sheep’s wool.

Fair Isle’s most distinctive landmark 
is Sheep Rock. At 100 metres tall, 
it gets its name from the days when 
grazing lands were scarce and islanders 
used to haul sheep up to graze there. 
We passed this magnificent landmark 
to arrive at the small harbour at North 
Haven. The island’s ferry, called The 
Good Shepherd, is docked here. 
Although there’s a small airstrip, The 
Good Shepherd is the main link to the 
outside world. 

Fair Isle is just three miles long and 
1.5 miles wide. Since 1954, the island 
has been owned by the National Trust 
for Scotland, ensuring that the special 
eco-system of Fair Isle is protected. An 
abundance of wildflowers colour the 
harsh landscape here and you’ll also 
find a profusion of lichen rarely seen in 
less pristine environments. 

We came here to learn more about 
seabirds, especially puffins, who breed 
in the cliffs of Fair Isle during the 
spring and summer months. There 

east-to-west transit of Scotland’s 
Caledonian Canal from Fort William 
to Inverness (See the June 2012 issue 
of CY). On June 17, we raised anchor 
in a misty sunrise at the anchorage in 
Kessock Road, near Inverness, to sail 
north up the last stretch of Scotland’s 
east coast timing our departure for 
favourable tides and a safe crossing of 
the Pentland Firth. 

The Pentland Firth is a notorious 
strait separating the Orkney archi-
pelago from the mainland of Scotland 
and has some of the strongest and 
fastest tides in the world. Speeds 
of 16 knots or 30 km/hr have been 
recorded which is fast enough to 
waterski! In normal high tide and 
current conditions six and eight knots 
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Knitted hats in 
Fair Isle patterns

Puffins

has been a permanent bird observa-
tory on Fair Isle since 1948 due to 
the number and variety of birds that 
migrate and breed here throughout the 
year. The observatory lodge near the 
harbour provides most of the visitor 
accommodation on the island and free 
guided walks are offered by the rangers. 
Visiting sailors can make reservations 
at the restaurant there and participate 
in the activities. Wearing our new Fair 
Isle hats, we went out with Ranger 
Carrie at 10 o’clock at night with 
enough daylight to see and learn about 
the hundreds of puffins, gannets and 
“bonxies” that breed here in the spring 
and summer months.

As we talk, puffins come and go 
from their burrows in the cliffs at our 
feet. We learn that like most sea birds 
they actually spend the winter out at 
sea and they only come to land for their 
breeding season from early April to the 
end of July—returning to the same 
site year after year. Through a careful 

tagging procedure, which visitors can 
participate in, the rangers can see which 
birds survived the previous winter. 

The northern part of Fair Isle is 
rocky moorland so is used as common 
grazing land for the islanders’ sheep. 
The southern part of Fair Isle offers 
more shelter, the land flatter and more 
arable—hence the reason why the 
majority of the 70 islanders live here 
where there are two churches, a small 
shop, a post office and a schoolhouse. 
Most of the islanders live on crofts. 
Crofting is a form of land tenure 
where small-scale or self-sufficient 
food production is carried out. Due to 
the severity of the environment here, 
most crofters on Fair Isle farm sheep 
for meat and wool. Many islanders are 
involved in craftwork activities related 
to the fine wool produced here—spin-
ning and knitting goods using the 
traditional Fair Isle patterns. 

June 21 is the summer solstice, 
the longest day of the year, and we 

experienced almost 24 hours of daylight 
on Fair Isle. In the wee hours there was 
almost a ghostly bluish light in the air 
similar to the light during an eclipse of 
the sun. It was bizarre to see sheep lying 
asleep while a few islanders tended 
their gardens at 2 a.m. in a strange 
twilight. It’s hard to get to sleep when 
it’s daylight for so much of the day.

We left the next day sailing north to 
the island of Mainland of Shetland and 
arrived in the capital city of Lerwick 
where there is a very good harbour for 
recreational boats as well as the com-
mercial harbour. When we checked in 
with the port authority we were given a 
key to the Lerwick Boating Club where 
there were showers and laundry facili-
ties and a very welcoming community 
of local boaters.

At the Lerwick Boating Club we 
met up with cruising friends, Liz and 
Archie, who took us to local events 
like their dance club dinner for some 
Scottish country dancing. They also 

As above from the harbour 
with Distant Shores II in front

ABOARD DISTANT SHORES II
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showed us some of the lovely sites around the Shetland 
Mainland. There are some beautiful beaches in Shetland, 
but at this latitude even in mid-summer you have to dress 
warmly to enjoy them. 

Of course we wanted to see Shetland ponies in their 
homeland. Although small, Shetland ponies are the stron-
gest breed of horse or pony, being able to pull twice their 
own weight in situations where a draft horse could only 
pull about half its weight. It’s not surprising that they have 
been the primary pack and saddle animal in the Shetland 
Islands since the Bronze Age. 

Lerwick means “the muddy bay” or “bay of clay” in 
the old Norse tongue. For more than 500 years the Norse 
controlled the Shetland Islands, but they were given to 
Scotland in 1468 as part of a marriage dowry. At this time 
Lerwick was still just a muddy bay—it wasn’t until the 
1600s that a small settlement started here to trade with 
and supply the Dutch fishing fleet.

While we were in Lerwick the annual Shetland-Bergen 
sailing race took place. This is the largest ocean racing event 
in the North Sea and happens on the last weekend of June. 
The race goes between Bergen on the west coast of Norway 
and Lerwick which is the capital of the Shetland Islands. 

It didn’t take long before there was a cèilidh, a spontane-
ous party, was going on at the Lerwick Boating Club with 
tired bodies packed together to enjoy a pint, the company 
of fellow sailors, and traditional Shetland fiddle music. The 
music is so joyful it can’t help but raise the spirits of even 
the most exhausted sailors. Meanwhile, race boats were still 
coming in across the finish line. Almost 40 boats compete in 
the Bergen-Shetland Race each year, an event that has been 
taking place for over 20 years. The last of the boats came in 
around midnight, with light still in the sky. 

Following the return race across the North Sea from 
Lerwick to Bergen on June 26, we set sail up to the Shetland 
island of Unst with Liz and Archie aboard. It was a great 
chance to catch up and benefit from their local knowledge.

Unst is the most northerly of the British Isles, in the 
northern Shetlands. The population of Unst is less than 
700—down from when the military base manning the old 
Distant Early Warning station was a major economic engine. 
This is the most northern point of Britain, back in the cold 
war they set up a station here to warn of Soviet attacks. 
The station is still there but abandoned. Now tourism is a 
large factor in the local economy and a special draw is the 
Hermaness Bird Sanctuary at the north end of Unst.

There aren’t many harbours in the Shetland Islands, but 
the indented coastline means there are a number of anchor-
ages we can use depending on the winds. We lucked out 
with light winds from the south so we anchored at the large 
sea inlet at the north end of the island within view of the 
famous rock, Muckle Flugga, which you have to say care-
fully. We were in the most northern anchorage in the most 
northern island of the British Isles. Cool!

One famous former visitor to Unst was author Robert 
Louis Stevenson. Stevenson’s father and uncle were the 
main design engineers for the lighthouse on Muckle Flugga. 
Stevenson wrote Treasure Island—many people say he based 
the island on Unst. I compare our chart with his original 
drawing and it is a very good match. We are anchored in the 
bay Stevenson called North Inlet in the story where his hero 
deliberately ran the Hispaniola right up on this very beach. 
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But today, with south winds predicted 
we should be safe to leave Distant 
Shores at anchor here for a few hours. 
There are hundreds of seabirds—and 
hundreds of midges too!

Liz and Archie took the ferry home 
to Lerwick and we sailed across the 
North Sea to Norway (see the August 
2012 issue of CY for our article 
“Cruising the Fjords of Norway”) 
returning to Lerwick and clearing 
back into the European Union and the 
Shetland Islands on July 28.

From there we continued our 
southbound voyage back to Orkney. 
(Note: The islanders hate it if you call 
the islands, “the Orkneys,” or “the 
Shetlands.” You can say, “Orkney,” 
“Orkney Isles,” “Orkney Islands,” 
“Islands of Orkney,” or “Archipelago of 
Orkney.” Ditto for Shetland.)

Our first stop in Orkney on the 
way south was at the small island of 
Stronsay. We tied up at the town quay 
in the harbour of Whitehall. In the 
early 20th century, Whitehall was one 
of the herring capitals of Europe and 
a developing boom town. But all is 
quiet now and although fishing is still 
important to the survival of the people 
here, it is on a considerably smaller 
scale. At the town quay we had a 
surprise meeting with Dutch sailor and 
yacht designer, Dick Koopman Jr., and 
his wife, Jolande, aboard SY Jager. Paul 
corresponded with Dick when we were 

searching for a new shoal-draft yacht. 
It was a delight to finally meet them in 
person and in such a remote place.

Twenty years ago, Jolande worked 
in Orkney as an archaeologist and 
wanted to sail back to see the progres-
sion of the excavations. We met up 
again in Kirkwall, the capital city and 
main harbour, on Mainland to visit the 
fantastic Neolithic sites with them.

Kirkwall is a Viking town founded 
around 1035. It has a busy port where 
the local fishing fleet and island ferries 
are based. It also has a 95-berth marina 
which we made our base. The name 
Kirkwall comes from the old Norse 
word for “church bay” but refers to a 
much older church than the impressive 
St. Magnus Cathedral that dominates 
the skyline. St. Magnus Cathedral 
was founded in 1137 by the Vikings. 
The beautiful sandstone cathedral is 
considered one of the finest medieval 
buildings in the north of Scotland. 

From Kirkwall, we make an outing 
by car with Dick, Jolande, and local 
sailors from the Kirkwall Sailing Club to 
the Heart of Neolithic Orkney, a name 
given to a group of impressive Neolithic 
monuments found on West Mainland. 
Included are the Ring of Brodgar, 
the Standing Stones of Stenness, the 
Neolithic village of Skara Brae, and the 
passage grave of Maeshowe.

Maeshowe is a unique chambered 
cairn and passage grave, aligned so that 

its central chamber illuminates on the 
winter solstice. The rock used to create 
the side of the entrance is one long solid 
piece of stone. Centuries after it was 
built, looting Vikings came ashore in 
bad weather and left one of the largest 
collections of runic inscriptions in the 
world. It turns out that young Viking 
men were not so different from some 
young men of today. When translated 
many of the messages were typical graf-
fiti about who did it with whom. 

The maritime, military and 
ancient historical sites in the islands 
of Orkney and Shetland all relate to 
seafaring people. The wildlife and 
natural beauty is breath-taking and 
the navigational challenges, thrilling. 
Despite the cool summer weather 
the Orkney and Shetland Isles in 
North Scotland are fantastic cruising 
grounds and not to be missed.

Award-winning filmmakers and 
sailing authors, Paul and Sheryl 
Shard, have been cruising interna-
tionally since 1989. They are the 
hosts of the sailing adventure TV 
series, Distant Shores, which airs 
weekdays across Canada on Travel 
and Escape Channel and includes 
episodes on their cruise of Orkney 
and Shetland. Visit their website at 
www.distantshores.ca and meet them 
at the Toronto International Boat 
Show on January 18-20, 2013. 

 Distant Shores II, 
North Haven, Fair Isle

 Tomb of John Rae, discoverer 
of Northwest Passage

 Interior of St. Magnus cathedral 
built by Vikings in 1137
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The marina offers 
1,200’ of guest moorage 
and it can fill up during 
boating season.

Destination

Genoa BayGenoa Bay
TRANQUIL, COLOURFUL AND FUNKY, GENOA BAY IS A 

MUST STOP FOR WEST COAST BOATERS.

Story & Photos by Deane Hislop

Genoa Bay
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T
HE DAY BROTHERS WILL AND BEN KIEDAISCH
ASSUMED OWNERSHIP OF GENOA BAY 
MARINA, THEY INHERITED OUTSTANDING 
BILLS, THE BANK WAS ABOUT TO FORECLOSE 

ON THE PROPERTY, AND THE ELECTRICITY WAS IN 
DANGER OF BEING TURNED OFF.

“We didn’t know port from starboard when we took over,” 
says Will, laughing. “We had to learn how to run a marina 
from the ground up.”

“We didn’t even own a boat and the first tool we had to 
buy was a bolt cutter because the marina was locked and 
abandoned,” recalls Ben. 

When their first visitor asked how much they charged, 
the brothers asked him what he paid where he stayed the 
previous night.

From those humble beginnings, the Kiedaisch broth-
ers have turned Genoa Bay Marina into the kind of 
place you don’t want to leave after just a couple of days. 
The service is second to none, and everyone involved in 
running the marina love what they do. My wife Arlene and 
I experienced the Genoa Bay hospitality on a recent cruise 
through the southern Gulf Islands.

Genoa Bay is a quaint little settlement with a marina 
nestled in a quiet and picturesque bay on southeast 
Vancouver Island, at the south end of Sansum Narrows. It 
was named by pioneer settler Giovanni Baptiste Ordano in 
1858 because it reminded him of his home in Italy.

CAREER CHANGE
The Kiedaisch boys are California transplants. In 1971, 
when they were children, their family relocated from 
California to Nanaimo, British Columbia, which led to 
the family owing the marina for more than 20 years; their 
father and a friend owned it jointly. After the passing of 
their father the brothers had a couple of options: let the 
property foreclose or operate the weathered marina. Will 
(aka “Mr. Hooper”) is the elder of the two, with an educa-
tion in sales and marketing; Ben, (alias “Muffin Man”) is 
trained in the culinary arts. Working in their respective 
fields at the time, they opted for career and lifestyle 
changes to take over the marina.

Will, with wife Karen and their two children, returned 
to Vancouver Island. Ben and his spouse Kirsten lived on a 
float home at the marina until the birth of their first child. 

“We have Canadian wives, landed immigrant status, 
and we know all the rules for hockey, so we’re hoping that 
means we can stay,” Will said. “This was the last place we 
imagined being.” 

Now, they can’t imagine being anywhere else.
“During the first summer, our Uncle Jim was the 

wharfinger,” Ben said. “Because he is an ex-Navy man, we 
had great faith in his nautical knowledge, but it was shaken 
when a visitor asked him where they could find the wharfin-
ger and he responded, ‘Don’t have that boat here.’”

They have come a long way since then. Their progress is 
the result of hard work and a pinch of luck, seasoned with 
huge doses of humour. The brothers—with the help of their 
crew, Frauke McCashin and Geoff “Mr. Fix-it” Hill—have 
earned a reputation for making visiting boaters feel at home. 
Their good nature is reflected in the character of the marina 
itself. It’s a feel-good place, the kind of place that gives 
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you a sense of pride and a feeling own-
ership. And boaters have responded: 
Genoa Bay is a favourite stop for more 
than 3,000 visiting boats each year.  

Ask Ben what the marina’s stylish 
logo represents, and he responds 
characteristically: “What do you want 
it to be? If you’re a sailor, it’s a sail. If 
you’re a powerboater, it’s a crescent 
moon. We aim to please.” 

SCENIC SETTING
The approach to Genoa Bay is scenic, 
offering a panorama view of Saltspring 
and Vancouver islands, punctuated in 
all directions by channels, passages, 
inlets and narrows. Approaching from 
the southeast, skippers need to beware 
of rocks and shoals near the eastern 
shore after they pass Separation Point. 
A mid-channel course is advisable. 

Genoa Bay’s entrance is wide, open 
and has a clearly marked straight-in 
approach. Once beyond the red 
and green channel markers at the 
entrance, arriving vessels will find the 
marina to port. The guest moorage 
floats are located in the centre of the 

marina, oriented north and south, and 
approached from the north.

Berth assignments are available by 
hailing the marina on the VHF. The 
marina monitors VHF Ch 66A from 
April through October. Sometimes, 
because of the rugged local topogra-
phy, they can’t get calls until boats 
are close by.

Genoa Bay Marina is charming, 
funky and postcard-picturesque. It 
occupies the site of a former sawmill, 
said to have been one of British 
Columbia’s largest at the turn of the 
century. A colourful and eclectic mix 
of vessels, boathouses and float homes 
fills the western portion of the marina. 
Flowers abound in dockside contain-
ers, while the emerald green bay is 
surrounded by steep forested hillsides.

The marina has 85 permanent 
moorage slips and 1,200 linear feet 
of transient floats that are wide and 
stable, and supplied with water and 
30 or 50-amp power. The water comes 
from a local community well and is 
filtered and monitored; the supply is 
somewhat limited. Boats to 80’ can be 

accommodated on the guest moorage 
docks. Larger vessels will find plenty 
of anchorage in the bay over a sticky 
mud bottom.

RELAX, ENJOY
The marina facilities are adorned with 
attractive local art; a fiberglass orca 
leaps from an intersection of two floats 
while an airborne salmon and a great 
blue heron constructed of wire adorn 
a boulder on the east side of the main 
pier. Every boathouse on F dock bears 
a construction by Tom Faue, an area 
pioneer in “found art.”

There’s plenty to enjoy here once 
you’re settled. Watch eagles soar over-
head. Listen to the breeze stir in the 
treetops while otters, seals and cormo-
rants provide endless entertainment. 
For a minimal fee you can access email 
via the dock’s wi-fi network. Take a 
taxi for a round of golf or a shopping 
excursion to nearby Cowichan Bay or 
Duncan, drop by the tasting rooms of 
the area’s many vineyards or just put 
your feet up and do nothing at all. 

The marina store at the head of the 

Genoa Bay

 The Genoa Bay Café, right above the marina, offers first-class 
dining that features local ingredients.  Ben lends a helping hand.

 Artwork adorns docks and boathouses throughout the marina.
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guest docks carries an eclectic mix of 
local products, snacks, grocery items, 
nautical books, magazines, marine 
supplies, souvenirs, coffee, ice, and a 
full line of Genoa Bay shirts, jackets 
and hats. On July 1, 2011 the brothers 
opened a breakfast cabana adjacent to 
the party dock and it quickly became a 
gathering place for the morning crowd. 
Visiting boaters with two consecutive 
nights of moorage receive free break-
fast on the dock. 

The covered party dock accom-
modates visiting yacht club rendezvous 
potlucks or impromptu dock parties.
Upland facilities include an excellent 
restaurant, clean and spacious showers 
and restrooms, coin-operated laundry, 
and a small but inviting picnic area.

WATERSIDE DINING
For us, a visit to Genoa Bay would 
not be complete without a meal, or 
two, at the Genoa Bay Café, open 
seven days a week from June through 
September. Perched on the water’s 
edge overlooking the marina, the café 
offers five-star quality cuisine in a 

CPN1010i - 10” Touch Screen Display

www.standardhorizon.com

CPN700i - 7” Touch Screen Display

CPN Multimedia Touch Screen GPS Chart Plotters

To find a Canadian Stanadard Horizon Dealer near you visit www.paynesmarine.com

Optional C-Map 4D

1 - 8 6 6 - 9 4 8 - 5 9 9 6
WWW.LANDSEAPOWER.COM

Visit our website or contact us 
to �nd a dealer in your area.

LIGHT, QUIET, CLEAN, EXTREMELY EFFICIENT RELIABILITY
8LV370

370 HP
8LV370Z with ZT370 sterndrive

A tranquil morning 
on the docks, with 

Mt. Tzuhalem in the 
background. 

http://www.standardhorizon.com
http://www.paynesmarine.com
http://WWW.LANDSEAPOWER.COM
http://canadianyachting.ca
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 Brothers Will and 
Ben Kiedaisch…

hard at work.

casual atmosphere. It has 40 indoor 
seats and another 30 on the seaside 
deck. The combination of the view, 
smell and taste provide diners with 
sensory overload. 

The café is operated by Stacey 
Johnson, Dan Caird and Gord 
Rumley. Johnson told us that Chef 
Dustin Cooknell’s menus provide a 
variety of choice and showcase the 
foods of Vancouver Island and the 

Pacific Northwest. 
“We are proud to feature local 

seafood, such as our Saltspring 
Island mussels and seasonal spe-
cials such as fresh halibut and spot 
prawns,” Stacey said. 

We enjoyed a wonderful leisurely 
dinner the first night of our visit, 
starting with the spinach salad. Arlene 
selected Herb Crusted Spring Halibut 
for an entrée, and I chose Ribeye Steak 

You eliminate the time and hassle of selling and save costs associated 
with moorage, maintenance, insurance and sales commissions.

You help the Disabled Sailing Association of BC provide life-changing 
sailing experiences to sailors with disabilities.

Stephen Hunter 
Boat Donation Program Coordinator 
604-688-6464 ext.132 
shunter@disabilityfoundation.org

Two good reasons to 
donate your boat*

(other than the tax receipt)

www.dsaboatdonation.org

* either power or sail.

with Roasted Garlic Mash Potatoes 
and seasonal vegetables. The meals 
were so delicious we returned the next 
afternoon to sample the lunch menu, 
and Cooknell’s signature calamari did 
not disappoint.

If you feel the need to work off 
some of those calories or just want to 
stretch your sea legs, the moderately 
easy hike up the trail from the marina 
to Skinner Bluff on Mount Tzuohalem 
offers great views of Cowichan Bay…
and a good, light workout.

Back at the marina, a short walk 
down the dock from the store brings 
visitors to Genoa Bay Gallery. This is 
the workplace and home for owner 
Colleen Irwin. She and two friends 
opened the floating gallery, which 
features pieces by local artists, in 
1999. Not surprisingly, much of the 
art on display favours nautical and 
wildlife themes.

On the last morning of our visit I 
walked the docks, the aroma of fresh 
coffee and breakfast filled the air, and 
the sound of whistling tea pots added 
to the tranquil morning, all making for 
a memorable Genoa Bay experience. 
Genoa Bay Marina is open year-round 
and worth a visit for a day, or a week. 

Charts: 3441, 3442, 3478 and Gulf Islands 
Atlas 3313

Location: 48° 45.5’ N, 123 ° 36’ W 

Marina Info: www.genoabaymarina.com

Hazards: Navigational aids mark rocks and 
safe channel at bay entrance

Attractions: The tranquility of picturesque 
Genoa Bay, funky and colourful marina set-
ting, excellent restaurant

Nearest Fuel and Provisions: Cowichan Bay

DETAILS & COORDINATES

Genoa Bay

 Oversize 
kitchen utensils 
outside the café.
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JACK’S
EXUBERANCE

FOR SANTA WAS  
A TRUE TEST FOR 

HIS ONESIE.

binnacle.com  1.800.665.6464 15 PURCELL’S COVE ROAD HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

Binnacle Gift 
Cards are 

even more fun 
to receive 

than they are 
to give!

HENRI LLOYD COASTAL
 Hi-FIT PANTS TP2

$109.95

GILL OS2 OFFSHORE JACKET RAYMARINE e7 WIDESCREEN DISPLAY 7INCHELSEA NEWPORT NAUTICAL TIME & TIDE CLOCK WOMEN’S GILL RASH GUARD 

Don’t worry Jack... Christmas is an exciting time, and we’ve all got a onesie story to tell. 

Here at binnacle.com, it’s like the East Pole! Elves are busy shipping electronics, books, Gill dinghy gear, 

nautical clocks, Olimpic sails, folding bikes, sailing boots, weather stations, and Henri Lloyd onesies. 

We’re here for you, with disaster-averting Binnacle Gift Cards, and free shipping on most orders over $99.

And, our friendly elves are happy to help with questions and gift suggestions – because you know what they say...

you’re only as good as your bowman (and your waterproof boots). Happy Holidays from the Binnacle Boys!

http://binnacle.com
http://binnacle.com
http://binnacle.com
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In collaboration with Andy Adams, Brian 
Kelly, Brad Marchant and Duart Snow

What The
Latest 

Electronics
Can Do For You!
USER BENEFITS OF THOUGHTFULLY EQUIPPED 
HELMS ON A 22’ POWER BOAT, A 43’ SAILBOAT 

AND A 40’ LONG DISTANCE TRAWLER

ELECTRONICS STATE OF ART

electronics equipment currently on the 
market. It uses a simple ASCII, serial 
communications protocol that defines 
how data is transmitted in a “sentence” 
from one ‘talker’ to one or more ‘listen-
ers’ at a time. This makes it difficult to 
create a “network” but NMEA 0183 
continues and is still valuable. 

NMEA 2000 is a CANbus, 
(Controller Area Network) system 

BENEFIT: Always Know Where You Are Going
In spite of the tremendous capabilities of modern 
electronics for navigation, don’t forget to have a 
high-quality, properly adjusted compass on the helm 
as a way of cross checking the accuracy of your 
course headings. In the event of a total electronics 
failure, your compass could still guide you home.

BENEFIT: Find Your Way Home
Always have a dry, safe place to store your paper 
charts. They may seem old-fashioned but again, 
when all else fails, your paper charts can tell you 
where you are and can get you home. 

I
N MARINE ELECTRONICS THERE 
HAVE BEEN INCREDIBLE ADVANCES 
IN PERFORMANCE, SIMPLICITY AND 
CONVENIENCE COMBINED WITH 

GRADUALLY DROPPING PRICES OVER 
THE PAST FEW YEARS. HOWEVER, 
INDUSTRY INSIDERS TELL US THE 
PRICES HAVE PROBABLY BOTTOMED 
OUT; WE’RE NOT GOING LOWER.

So, if you have an older boat, 
now is the time to re-think the 
benefits you can gain by upgrading 
your helm electronics equipment.

If you are considering a new boat, this 
article should assist you in sorting out the 
sometimes bewildering range of capabili-
ties and overlapping technologies.

We are taking the approach of 
evaluating three different helm set-
ups; a 22’ power boat, a 43’ sailboat 
with additional equipment for club 
racing and finally, a 40’ trawler yacht 
that has been rigged out for long 
distance cruising.

THE JARGON
Consumers will often hear electron-
ics jargon like NMEA 0183, NMEA 
2000 and soon you will hear NMEA 
OneNet. Other terms include GPS, 
DGPS, DSC, AIS, MMSI, and of 
course, the great tease, Easy DIY!

Let’s define some key terms.
“Plug’n’play” means the device 

is supposed to just plug in and work 
without further adjustment or effort. 
Talk to your marine electronics 
retailer or installation technician to 
see that this is actually true given your 
existing equipment.

“Touch screen” is a screen you 
touch to select functions using your 
finger while “hybrid touch” is a touch 
screen that also has buttons or other 
controls. Some screens have just 
buttons for controls. The choice 
depends on your needs and your boat.

GPS is Global Positioning 
System—a global array of U.S. satellites 
that can triangulate to determine your 
position on the face of the earth within 
a few feet, almost anywhere.

AIS is Automatic Identification 
System and it uses the MMSI, Maritime 
Mobile Service Identity which is a unique 
identification code that can be issued to 
your vessel through our Government.

VHF radio is a Very High Frequency 
two-way radio for communications.

The NMEA is the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association, an associa-
tion that works toward setting standards 
for marine electronics equipment, 
establishes technical dimensions and 
general cooperation through the indus-
try to the benefit of consumers.

NMEA 0183 is the universal 
communications protocol for marine 

PAPER CHARTS2



SATELLITE RADIO3

BENEFIT: Emergency and 
Social Communications
If you have no other piece of electronics 
communication equipment, before you head out 
in any larger body of water, make sure that you 
have a VHF radio and what’s called a ROC (M),  
Restricted Operator Certificate (Maritime). The 
instruction course and certificate is available 
through the Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons 
- www.cps-ecp.ca. You should always monitor 
Channel 16 in most areas. That is where you 
will receive Coast Guard issued alerts to boating 
safety and weather alerts, communication 
between the Coast Guard on shore and other 
vessels, plus vessel to vessel communications 
which then move to other working channels for 
conversations. Of course most important of all, 
emergency and Mayday signals.

VHF RADIO + ROC5
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that was adopted from the automo-
tive market. NMEA 2000 allows 
the user to create a backbone and 
interconnect various marine elec-
tronic manufacturers. It is meant to 
be a “Plug and Play”  system.

NMEA OneNet is a brand new 
ethernet-based version that will have 
far greater data speeds and capaci-
ties enabling much larger amounts 

of data such as video to be displayed 
on board. It will compliment 
NMEA2000 and the specifications 
are in draft form for publication in 
2014—a glimpse of the future!

Refitting is big business these days 
as boat owners discover the great 
capabilities of this equipment and 
also, how easy it is becoming to use.

Recognizing the importance of easy 

installation, more and more new equip-
ment is offered with adapter hardware 
so the new device fits the “hole” left by 
the old device.

Have a look at the benefits you 
can enjoy with the latest marine 
electronics equipment!

www.canadianyachting.ca

BENEFIT: Always Get Weather Radio and More
Having satellite radio onboard is much more 
than just a way to blast your favorite tunes. 
This audio system can receive Sirius satellite 
radio and that in turn, broadcasts a very 
valuable weather information and that can 
display as an overlay on the chart plotter. Your 
audio system isn’t just for fun. Satellite signals 
come in from space and are available almost 
everywhere. Local stations broadcast across 
the earth and have limited range.

4 MULTIFUNCTION DISPLAY

BENEFIT: Instantly Display The 
Information You Want
These are available from small sizes all the 
way up to 12 inch and larger with special 
superbright, daylight viewable screens that 
are highly weather resistant. The purpose of 
the multifunction display is to allow you to 
use same screen for all your electronics i.e. 
autopilot, radar, fish finder, weather overlay.

http://www.cps-ecp.ca
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.canadianyachting.ca
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TODAY’S MID-SIZED SAILING CRUISER REQUIRES 
MUCH THE SAME IN ELECTRONICS AS A POW-
ERBOAT OF SIMILAR SIZE AND RANGE, WITH THE 

EXCEPTION OF SAILING-SPECIFIC INSTRUMENTS. ONE 
KEY DIFFERENCE IS THAT WHILE MOST POWERBOATS 
DUPLICATE THEIR ELECTRONICS ARRAY AT TWO STEER-
ING STATIONS, SAILBOATS ARE USUALLY STEERED 
FROM THE COCKPIT ALONE AND CORE INSTRUMENTS 
AND DISPLAYS ARE LOCATED THERE. THEY MAY OR 
MAY NOT BE DUPLICATED AT THE NAV STATION BELOW.

North Vancouver’s First Yacht Services is a certi-
fied Raymarine and Simrad installer and specializes in 
electronics upgrades. Brad Marchant of FYS walked us 
through key components of an electronics package for 
a sailing cruiser around 40’, and some considerations in 
assembling your chosen package, whether you’re outfit-
ting a new boat or refitting an older one.

By Duart Snow, with Brad Marchant,  
First Yacht Services & Andy Adams with  

Brian Kelly, Bayland Enterprises

The Benefits of
Navigation 
Electronics

AT THE HELM OF A MID-SIZED CRUISING 
SAILBOAT AND A 40’ POWER CRUISER

ELECTRONICS STATE OF ART
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Sailboats are usually steered 
from the cockpit so primary 
instruments are located at 

the helm. They may also be 
duplicated at a lower nav station. 

4
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1 - MULTIFUNCTION DISPLAY
BENEFIT: Quick, accurate information.
Essential to the modern cruiser in 
Marchant’s view, the multifunction 
display (MFD) serves as the core of 
the networked system. “A chartplot-
ter is no longer a luxury item—it’s 
a safety item. It’s a quick, accurate 

reference to location and navigation 
data. To get that on a paper chart 
can take more time and attention, 
perhaps when you can least afford 
it.” Stand-alone plotters are really 
things of the past, giving way to mul-
tifunction displays that deliver bright, 
clear visuals of data from just about 
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any other component, from radar and 
AIS to engine instrumentation, while 
cleaning up “gadget clutter” at the 
helm or nav station. Dual displays are 
typical on this size of sailboat: the 
primary display in the cockpit, visible 
from single or dual steering stations, 
and a secondary display at the nav 
station, where it is useful for passage 
planning and programming. Larger 
sailboats with ever-wider cockpits 
may need a display at each of two 
wheel stations.

2 - AIS
BENEFIT: Situational Awareness
Increasingly popular, says Marchant, 
and another useful safety feature. 
If an AIS transmitter-receiver is 
installed and the vessel has an 
MMSI code, it can broadcast its 
identity and location to other vessels 
or observers ashore. Because it’s not 
limited to line of sight and provides 
clear identity, course and speed data 
from approaching vessels, AIS can 
also function as a valuable comple-
ment to radar in avoiding collisions 
in poor or restricted visibility.

3 - RADAR
BENEFIT: See In The Dark Or The Fog
Another essential for the serious 
cruiser, especially in areas prone to 
fog, such as coastal waters. Today’s 
digital radar represents a dramatic 
advance in usability and readability; 
among other advantages, it can 
display approaching targets in a 
different colour from rain or sea 
clutter, making identification easier. 
Typically, radar is displayed on the 
boat’s MFD, alongside chart displays 
or even overlaid on top of them.

4 - AUTOPILOT
BENEFIT: Effortlessly Steer  
An Accurate Course
Perhaps not essential, but an impor-
tant asset to single or couple crews 
who may need an extra hand aboard 
from time to time. “The autopilot 
is that extra hand,” says Marchant. 
Interfaced with other components of 
an electronics network, a pilot can 
steer to a heading, a wind angle or a 
waypoint, as well as auto-tack while 
the crew trims up. A pilot also makes 
light work of tedious steering on long 
passages under power. There is a wide 
choice of reliable ‘pilots on the market 

these days, but Marchant cautions 
owners to make sure their new pilot 
is properly spec’d for the size and 
displacement of their boat. “An 
underpowered pilot, such as a wheel 
pilot, may steer a larger boat just fine 
under power in calm water, but it 
won’t cut it under sail or in rougher 
water, and it may fail sooner than it 
would if it was sized properly.” In a 
typical 40-footer a hydraulic pilot with 
a cockpit control head/display is the 
way to go, he says. Wired or wireless 
remote autopilot controllers allow 
the crew to steer from anywhere on 
the boat, including tucked under the 
dodger out of the elements. 

5 - SAILING INSTRUMENTS
BENEFIT: Sailing Performance  
Data at a Glance
The traditional sailing array—wind 
speed/direction/sailing angle, boat 
speed and depth—still have a place 
as stand-alone instruments on most 
boats, although their outputs can also 
be displayed on an MFD. Separate 
displays are usually larger and easier to 
read from a distance in a busy cockpit, 
and mean more MFD real estate can 
be devoted to charting or radar. Today’s 
instruments can display a wide variety 
of data, often in owner-customizable 
ways. For example, if you just loved 
your old-school analog instruments, 
you may be able to set up your new 
instruments to read round! And even 
if they don’t race actively, Marchant 
suggests that performance-oriented 
sailors could benefit from racing-style 
mast-mounted displays: they’re easy 

for the helmsman to read without 
taking his eyes off telltales or steering, 
and they share key performance data 
with the rest of the crew, wherever 
they are on deck. 

6 - VHF
BENEFIT: Weather, Emergency  
and Social Communications 
Even the humble VHF is part of the 
network on a modern cruising boat. 
VHF and AIS can share the same 
single masthead antenna, with an 
electronic splitter delivering their 
signals to the appropriate instrument. 
And GPS data is supplied to the 
radio to support Digital Selective 

Calling capability.
On sailboats, the main VHF 

radio is typically installed at the nav 
station below and operated from a 
remote mike in the cockpit. 

Marchant offers a final piece 
of advice for purchasers of new 
sailboats: having your desired elec-
tronics installed by the factory before 
delivery can save you money. Most 
manufacturers maintain relation-
ships with key electronics suppliers 
and their purchasing power keeps 
component prices down. “There’s 
a lot of value with most boats at 
the manufacturer level—getting 
these components installed there at 
purchase is going to save you money.” 
Plan your package carefully before 
you buy, including key items such as 
plotters, displays and radar, and make 
it all part of the boat purchase.

ELECTRONICS STATE OF ART

5
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Nicely laid out and easily 
learned, the flying bridge on 

this Mainship 40 has it all!

1
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ST. VINCENT, YOUNG ISLAND, BEQUIA, MUSTIQUE, CANOUAN, MAYREAU, TOBAGO CAYS, UNION ISLAND, PALM ISLAND AND PETIT ST. VINCENT  

www.discoversvg.com

Enjoy sublime sailing, great diving, beaches, wonderful hotels. Call 416-630-9292 or visit www.discoversvg.com.

Enchanted islands:32.                    Sailing:wow!

Photo Credit: www.insandoutsofsvg.com
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BENEFIT: NMEA 2000 HELPS 
ALL THE COMPONENTS 
WORK TOGETHER

Networking: In today’s installa-
tions, all systems and instruments 
can be connected by “backbones” 
of cables that carry data using 
protocols such as NMEA 2000 or 
Raymarine’s proprietary SeaTalk NG. 
These interfaces greatly simplify 
installation while improving system 
reliability. They may also allow 
owners to mix and match compo-
nents from different manufacturers 
to meet specific requirements.

For people with NMEA 0183 
equipment, there are “gateways” 
available to convert into NMEA 
2000. So you can upgrade and 
still maintain important existing 
equipment.

The cockpit of the Beneteau 
43 pictured on page 30 and 31 is 
absolutely typical of the sort of 
installation Brad Marchant at FYS 
outlines. A single Raymarine E120 
MFD is mounted on a pivoting pod 

at the aft end of the cockpit table 
so it can be angled for viewing from 
either of the two steering stations. It 
displays GPS, charting and AIS data. 
Raymarine ST60+ Tridata (speed/
depth/log) and wind speed/direction 
displays are mounted by the portside 
wheel, while an ST60+ repeater and 
an ST6002 SmartPilot control head 
live at the starboard wheel. A remote 
VHF mike is mounted on the inner 
side of the starboard console. 

An interesting wrinkle of this 
installation was that while the boat 
had no instruments at the lower 
nav station other than a VHF radio, 
a large bulkhead-mounted Sony 
flat-screen TV can act as a repeater 
for the cockpit MFD, controlled by a 
keyboard that hides inside the chart 
table. Everything, but everything, can 
be interfaced…right?

Now we have come aboard a 
Mainship 40 that has been totally 
re-fitted for long distance cruising by 
Brian Kelly and his team at Bayland 
Enterprises in Georgian Bay, Ontario. 

1 -  NMEA2000
BENEFIT: Choose The Information  
You Want, When You Want It.
Here, the chart plotters (MFDs) are 
all tied to an NMEA2000 backbone by 
Maretron and virtually all the compo-
nents onboard can “talk” to each other. 
A pair of Furuno MFD 8s which are 
NavNet 3-D multi-function displays, 
can display the information from all the 
other components because through the 
NMEA2000 backbone, they are all tied 
together, although this boat had no Fish 
Finder module. If the owners decided 
they wanted to take up fishing, they 
can later and easily add an NMEA2000 
Fish Finder component. 

Also, these chart plotters are using 
Jeppesen cartography, but again, 
the owners can change if they want. 
Again, there is also a weather overlay 
from Sirius satellite that gives a 
tremendous wealth of weather detail 
including such valuable things as 
wave height. This boat has a Furuno 
weather station called a BBWX2. 
The information can show on your 

ST. VINCENT, YOUNG ISLAND, BEQUIA, MUSTIQUE, CANOUAN, MAYREAU, TOBAGO CAYS, UNION ISLAND, PALM ISLAND AND PETIT ST. VINCENT  

www.discoversvg.com

Enjoy sublime sailing, great diving, beaches, wonderful hotels. Call 416-630-9292 or visit www.discoversvg.com.

Enchanted islands:32.                    Sailing:wow!

Photo Credit: www.insandoutsofsvg.com
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MFDs can help you decide if you 
want to spend your day on the water. 
The benefit is that you can anticipate 
weather fronts by checking the wind 
speed and direction, temperature, and 
barometric pressure. Note: You need 
a United States address for billing in 
order to get Sirius satellite information.

This boat also has a 4 kW high-
definition radar under a radome. Like 
the sailboat on page 30 and 31, the 
radar can help you “see” your way in 
the dark or in fog.

Again, the MFDs can display 
the AIS information revealing other 
vessels in the area even in darkness 
or fog. Another handy function is 
that the MFDs can switch to display 
digital engine data.

What is most important is that that 
whole range of information and more, 
can be quickly and easily selected to 
display on either screen. So, show your 
course on a map on one screen, overlay 
additional information like AIS or a 
radar sweep for collision avoidance and 
show engine data or depth sounder 
readings on the other screen; what ever 
you want, when ever you want it.

2 - ENGINE INSTRUMENTS
BENEFIT: Engine Information The Way  
You Are Used To Seeing It
The traditional analog engine 
instruments are a fast and familiar way 
to convey engine information. It’s easy 
to see when a needle is out of whack.

3 - AUTOPILOT
BENEFIT: Precise Course Steering  
For Greatest Efficiency
This boat has an autopilot which ties 
into the NMEA2000 system so if you 
have an NMEA 2000 backbone, you 
can tie your compass and even a black 
box in the salon back into the network 
to all work together.

This allows you to set in the course 
on one of the multifunction displays. You 
simply press “go to”, then to “autopilot”, 
then to “navigate”, to “go to”, then 
“waypoint” and to “yes”. When you arrive 
at that waypoint, the system asks you for 
the next waypoint. Also, if you had the 
Max Sea computer program for PC you 
could plan your vacation and chart your 
trip at home or even in the comfort of 
the salon of your boat and then plug it 
into the hub and download your planned 
route to the navigation system and the 
autopilot will take you there.

4 - DIGITAL REPEATER
BENEFIT: Keep Critical Information In View
This boat has an FI50 digital 
repeater. This gives critical infor-
mation such as depth, speed over 
ground, wind information and more. 
A repeater is useful to have because 
it is a simple way for people to show 
their speed over ground or other 
information compared to sacrificing 
space on their multifunction display 
where they are otherwise follow-
ing the route maps. The repeater 
controls lots of information such as 
water temperature, air temperature, 
air pressure, dewpoint information, 
distance traveled, timing and more.

Some boaters always like to see 
a big readable display to show for 
example, the water depth while they 
are otherwise navigating with the 
bigger screens.

This boat has a VHF radio and 
it ties into the chart plotter using 
NMEA 0183. That’s how it gets your 
GPS position, latitude, longitude 
and the information for the Digital 
Selective Calling, DSC function. To 
facilitate that, owners need to apply 
to the government to get a mobile 
maritime service identification 
number, MMSI. This supplies a lot 
of information that is then broadcast 
out giving information about your 
vessel, your position, who you are 
and much more plus it facilitates 
automatic distress calling with a 
simple press of one button.

AIS on the chart plotter is MMSI-
based and other boats can also see 
you through this system as well as 
you seeing them. You can learn what 
kind of vessel they have, whether 
they are recreational boats or com-
mercial shipping center sharing the 
same space and more.

Brian Kelly showed me an AIS 
readout from around the world using 
his iPad. This was very impressive. 
Every boat equipped with AIS shows 
up all around the world and it is man-
datory in some areas. Incredibly, we 
could go to any harbour in the world 
and find the AIS equipped vessels. 
The entertainment value alone is 
worth the price but if nothing else, it 
might prevent you from being hit.

BENEFIT: A Wealth Of Information
Today’s electronics suites can deliver 
a wealth of information to make your 

boating experiences more conve-
nient, entertaining and safer too. 
The Mainship 40 we were on had 
a Maretron N2KView system using 
NMEA 2000. This then supplies 
such diverse information as the state 
of the battery banks, temperatures, 
charging levels [for example 12.9 V 
on the flowchart equals a 100% fully 
charged battery. This can also display 
20% or 30% left etc.

With the fuel management 
package, you can see how much fuel 
you have used so you can determine 
the “sweet spot” for the boat’s best 
fuel economy, the percentage of fuel 
left until empty and so on.

This boat is also equipped to 
monitor all of its tank levels for fuel, 
water, gray water, waste holding 
tanks and also the levels in the star-
board tanks compared to the port 
tanks to keep the vessel trimmed. 
Finally, this boat has a remote 
control spotlight and also TracVision 
satellite television.

It’s well rigged for long-distance 
cruising to best cope with any weather 
or navigation situation as well as to 
monitor all mechanical systems to 
avoid a breakdown or problem.

Incidentally, the National Marine 
Electronics Association (NMEA) 
has created a brochure to educate 
boaters about the possible hidden 
costs of purchasing marine electron-
ics based on price alone. It’s called A 
Guide to Boating Electronics: What 
You Should Know When Buying 
Electronics for Your Boat.

The Guide points out that while 
buying marine electronics from a mass 
marketer may be cheaper initially 
than buying from a dealer with 
trained technicians, the overall cost 
could turn out to be much greater for 
the cheaper electronics because of 
unanticipated repairs, reworking, or 
replacement later on. Only NMEA-
trained technicians can provide the 
expert advice boaters need to ensure 
proper selection and installation of 
the electronics they purchase. Boaters 
can also count on the companies that 
employ these technicians for service 
and warranty support after the sale. 

ELECTRONICS STATE OF ART

You can get a free copy of the 
Guide by visiting www.nmea.org 
or by contacting the NMEA office 
at 410-975-9425. 
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 The dinghy 
in tow in the 

Broughton 
Islands.

Northbound!
OUR FIRST SUMMER CRUISE ABOARD FREE SPIRIT V CHANGED OUR LIVES AND 

INTRODUCED US TO PLACES AND CHALLENGES WE COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED.

Story & Photos by Elizabeth Regan

The Voyage of Free Spirit V

ROB AND I WERE COMPLETE NOVICES WHEN 
WE BOUGHT OUR FIRST BOAT, FREE SPIRIT V,  
A 1991 KADEY KROGEN 42 FOOT FULL-DIS-
PLACEMENT TRAWLER, IN DECEMBER 2010. 
STILL, WE WANTED TO FOLLOW FRIENDS 
NORTH FOR A 10-WEEK CRUISE THE FOLLOW-
ING SUMMER. BRINGING OUR KNOWLEDGE 
AND SKILLS UP TO STANDARD WOULD MEAN 
A LOT OF WINTER CRUISING.

Between December and the end of May 2011, 
with our reluctant standard poodle, Blue, in tow, 
we clocked almost 100 engine hours, and many of 
them weren’t pretty. Early entries in our log betray 
our inexperience and anxiety: “Why is the battery 
low?” “Whitecaps+++” and, “Things are crashing 
around inside boat.”

In fact, our “first hundred” included a wide array 
of mishaps. Like the time a gust of wind caught 
us on our first trip to the fuel dock and pushed us 
into a particularly magnificent and towering yacht. I 
watched helplessly as the big boat’s anchor shaved a 
slice of teak from our rail like it was parmesan cheese. 
The burly permanent skipper on the towering yacht 

ran to “greet” me as I did my best to fend off his boat. 
Prepared for an earful, I almost cried when he was as 
kind and helpful as could be. Miraculously, there was 
no harm to the other boat and, instead of exchanging 
insurance information, we were offered a tour. 

After our first crossing of the Strait of Georgia, 
we attempted a tricky docking in a busy North 
Vancouver marina. Current and wind conspired 
against us (it’s never our fault!) and we ended up 
with our bow pointing opposite to our intended 
direction and drifting sideways toward another 
boat. Friendly folks on that boat enthusiastically 
invited us to fender up and crash into them. With 
fenders in place, we came alongside gently and 
navigated into our slip—albeit from a different 
direction than we had planned. 

After some reflection and a few glasses of 
wine, we concluded that we would only succeed 
in this venture if we were willing to learn from 
our failures, however public and spectacular they 
might be. This would take mental fortitude and 
mustering that would be the real challenge. It was 
a trial made easier by the unfailing kindness of 
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other boaters who, in addition to giving us helpful advice, 
shared their own horror stories. 

New friends Bill and Eileen also own a 42’ Krogen, 
Ceilidh I. With their amphibious yellow lab, Casca, they’ve 
explored the central BC coast every summer for years. They 
invited us to follow them the coming summer, leaving in the 
third week of June. Our only reservation was that we might 
be a burden, slowing them down or holding them back. That 
concern, and our constant fear of the unknown, motivated 
us to prepare systematically. With Bill and our instructor, 
we created lists of the skills and equipment we would need. 
Eileen offered sound advice about provisioning. We practised 
mapping out routes, towing the dinghy, dropping anchor and 
docking, docking, docking. By April 2011, we both passed 
our Canadian Yachting Association Basic Power Boating 
exams and Rob acquired his VHF operator’s licence. On the 
basis of our instruction, testing and hours logged, our insurer 
granted coverage that permitted us to go all the way to Alaska. 
I remember thinking: If they think we can do it, we must be 
able to, right? We set our sights somewhat short of Alaska and 
aimed to get as far as Ocean Falls.

In May 2011, we redoubled our efforts to get the boat prop-
erly equipped and provisioned. We installed a new barbeque 
and freezer on the flybridge. We took the surprisingly heavy life 
raft in for repacking. We had a custom towline made for our 
tender, a 13’ Boston Whaler. We installed a large stainless-steel 
reel on the flybridge to hold 600’ of stern line. Hmmm, a stern 
line. We had never used one of those. One more thing we’d 

ENGEL COOLERS
BEAR RESISTANT

BEAR RESISTANT
YETI COOLERS

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

There are two Premium brands 
of coolers,Yeti and Engel.Long ice 
retention, quality throughout, heavy 
duty lid seals, sit on them, stand 
on them.They keep items cold in 
summer and items from freezing in 
winter. Many different sizes up to 
320 quart. We are the Canadian 
Wholesalers for both these top 
brands. We stock 20 different 
sizes and up to 2,000 coolers in 
Edmonton. Orders are shipped 
throughout Canada the same day 
they are received.

UK Products Canada Inc
16652-117 Avenue NW,  
Edmonton, AB. T5M 3W2 
Toll Free: 877-560-2350
P: 780-484-2350 F: 780-444-3989
www.underwaterkineticscanada.com

MODEL  OUTSIDE  WEIGHT
15 qt. Yeti  17 ½ x 12 3/8 x 12 ¼  10 lbs.
25 qt. Yeti  20 5/8 x 14 1/8 x 13 ½  15 lbs.
25 qt. Engel  20 ½ x 14 ¼ x 13.8  18 lbs.
35 qt. Yeti  21 x 15 ½ x 15 ½  17 lbs.
35 qt. Engel  24.4 x 14.8 x 15.1  22 lbs.
45 qt. Yeti  25 ½ x 15 ½ x 15 ½  22 lbs.
65 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 17 1/8 x 16 ¼  27 lbs.
65 qt. Engel  29.9 x 16.8 x 16 ½  28 lbs.
80 qt. Engel  34.8 x 16.8 x 17.6  33 lbs.
85 qt. Yeti  35 x 17 1/8 x 18  32 lbs.
105 qt. Yeti  30 ½ x 19 x 19 ¾  33 lbs.
120 qt. Yeti  40 x 19 1/8 x 18  39 lbs.
123 qt. Engel  42 x 18.8 x 17.7  45 lbs.
155 qt. Yeti  44 x 19 1/8 x 21 ¼  45 lbs.
240 qt. Engel  51.8 x 22.2 x 21  68 lbs.
250 qt. Yeti  55 x 22 x 21 ¼  77 lbs.
320 qt. Engel  62 x 22.7 x 22.1  102 lbs.

wallas.ca

R

For the dealer nearest to you

     

          Trotac Marine Ltd. 

          Toll free 1-866-287-6822 

          sales@trotac.ca

 Dt  Series Diesel Heaters

  Three new super quiet forced hot air diesel boat heaters.

Enjoy the peace and quiet of boating with Wallas heat on board.

  The Wallas line of diesel and kerosene heating units offer heating

options for boats ranging from 17 feet to 47 feet. 

You Should Feel The Heat...

           Not Hear It!

If Space is a Problem...

  Here’s a Solution!

85DU/270

800/220

                            You can prepare a meal, then

                            close the blower lid and the

                            cook top is now a hot air

                            cabin heater. Enjoy the warmth 

                            of up to 6500 btu’s of safe, quiet and

                            easy to use heat. Ideal for boats 

                            where space can be a issue.

 

Diesel Cook Top

  Cabin Heater

Kerosene
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have to learn on the fly. We made unend-
ing lists of groceries and sundries. 

Soon enough, the third week of 
June was upon us and there could be 
no more preparation. We bought our 
first-ever fishing licences. We parked 
our car for the summer. Blue made one 
last-ditch attempt to escape, but soon 
the three of us were underway.

ON OUR OWN
Our first summer aboard Free Spirit V 
drew an indelible line in our lives, 
marking our introduction to places 
and experiences we could not have 
imagined and revealing things about 
ourselves that we did not already know. 

We were to join Bill and Eileen 
across the Strait of Georgia at Gibsons 
Landing, a three-day trip for us from 
Sidney. Our first night we were left on 
our own at anchor in Clam Bay, between 
Thetis and Kuper Islands. We had never 
anchored overnight, and the prospect 
was unnerving. We bit the bullet, did 
what we had been taught to do and 
settled in. Kuper Island belongs to the 
Penelakut First Nation, and at dusk we 
noticed a fellow in a canoe paddling 
nearby. Gilbert Smith, a resident of 
Kuper Island, stopped by to show us 
his lovely yellow cedar carvings. We 
purchased a carving of a salmon, a good 
omen for the weeks to come, we hoped. 

Two days later, we left Gabriola 

Island to cross the strait and decided 
to tow the Whaler. I let the line out 
while Rob steered ahead. To my horror, 
the loop on each cleat slipped gently 
off into the water and I watched as 
we left our tender behind. A virtual 
man-overboard exercise enabled us to 
retrieve the dinghy. We laughed uneasily 
and headed for Gibsons where we had 
a delightful dinner with Bill and Eileen 
and reviewed where they would lead us 
the following day.

At spectacular Jedediah Island we 
dropped anchor and I climbed a steep, 
brush-covered rock to secure our first 
stern tie. With only modest scrapes 
and bruises to show for my climb, we 
were set. We hiked around the unusual 
and visually stunning island, seeing 
feral goats, old-growth forest and the 
original homestead.

For the first few weeks, we felt like 
aliens; almost every task or experience 
was new. This included heading out 
under a dusky sky to drop our first 
prawn trap in Malaspina Strait and, the 
following morning, delightedly pulling it 
up to find 20 very large prawns. 

We had read and heard so much 
about Desolation Sound that I won-
dered if it could live up to the hype. It 
really does. The approach is breathtak-
ing and we couldn’t believe we were 
finally seeing it. And from our own 
boat! We headed for Roscoe Bay where 

we triple-checked our tide tables 
before we traversed a sandbar at just 
the right time to enter this stunning 
bay. That night, we enjoyed the bounty 
of our prawn trap—17 prawns (like 
socks in a dryer, three went missing 
while they cooked…) with orzo, green 
peppers, feta and white wine. What 
more could we want! 

A couple of days later we decided 
to push on. The only safe time to exit 
Roscoe Bay (and clear the bar) was 
an uncivilized 0530 hours. We rose at 
0500, raised the anchor and exited on 
time, then promptly dropped anchor 
on the other side of the bar and, as Bill 
shouted “good night” from his boat, we 
all went back to bed. At a more suitable 
hour, we steamed on to Tenedos Bay. 

Our time here was enhanced 
by Eileen’s historical connection to 
this area. She loaned me her copy of 
Desolation Sound, A History by Heather 
Harbord; Chapter 12, “Theodosia Inlet 
and Tenedos Bay, Ultimate Wilderness 
for the Palmers,” details her ancestors’ 
journey to and homesteading in this 
rugged area.

THROUGH THE RAPIDS
After a night at anchor near Squirrel 
Cove on Cortes Island, we traversed 
the Yuculta Rapids, Gilbert Passage and 
Dent Rapids to reach Frederick Arm. 
Rob, Bill and I each did separate 

LEADERS IN ALUMINUM BOAT CONSTRUCTION 

DAIGLE WELDING & MARINE LTD.  
2177 Island Hwy. Campbell River B.C. Canada V9W-2G6 

Phone: (250) 286-6749   Fax: (250) 286-6847   Toll Free: 1-888-393-6464 

www.eaglecraft.bc.ca     

$249,900.00 

Twin Volvo D-6 370 Stern Drives with extended warranty to Spring 2015 
Generator, Raymarine E Series Electronics, Autopilot, Satellite TV.  Davit System, Tender with motor.  
25 HP Yamaha Trolling engine with  separate Autopilot. 
 

Boat house kept with low hours & loaded with options  

 Builders of Quality Aluminum Boats since 1985 

2010 38’ Cruiser 

2003 32’ EagleCraft Cruiser 1999 3388 Bayliner 

Twin 250 Hp. Cummins Diesel, 
Full bridge enclosure, Sea-
Wise Davit system,  Tender 
with 9.9 outboard, Garmin 
GPS $99,900.00 

$675,000.00 

$189,900.00 

Volvo D-6 350, 375  Hrs. Simrad 
Electronics, Kicker, Davit, In-
verter ,Diesel Furnace, Loaded 

2003 EagleCraft 29’ Cruiser 

Volvo D-6 370, Water Maker, 
Dingy, Kicker , Full Electronics, 
Furnace, Inverter, Windlass, Bow 
Thruster, Spare Props,  
Autopilot 

The Voyage of Free Spirit V

 The old fire hall in Ocean Falls.

 An old totem pole towers in front of St. 
Michael’s, the former residential school in 
Alert Bay.  Memorial totem poles in the 
Namgis Burial Grounds at Alert Bay.
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calculations of the currents and met to 
compare notes. Happily, we were on 
the same page—it is never comforting 
to need to persuade someone of the 
safest time to traverse rapids. 

Our classroom instruction taught 
us that we should traverse each of 
these rapids at or within 15 minutes of 
slack, but that would not be possible if 
we were going to get through all three 
in one go. Instead, we would enter the 
first set 60 minutes before slack (as 
various publications and Bill’s prior 
experience recommended) in order 
to hit the worst spot, Devil’s Hole, at 
slack. Expecting that our boat would 
be pushed around, Rob and I remained 
calm when it actually happened.

We picked up our first guests in Port 
McNeill and spent a few days in the 
Broughtons. A real highlight was Alert 
Bay with its colourful houses, powerful 
historic totem poles, the acclaimed 
U’Mista Cultural Centre, and the 
haunting St. Michael’s Residential 
School. Some of the places we visited 
felt special and we knew we’d return. 
Alert Bay was one of those places.  

Unexpected hazards lurked every-
where. Even at the dock. Back in Port 
McNeill, we said goodbye to our guests 
and the next morning I took Blue for 
an early walk. It was cold and grey and 
there was no one about. Blue skipped 
happily across the plank Rob built to 
connect our swim grid to the dock, 
which enabled Blue to exit from the 
transom (our only door). Bundled up in 
sweatpants, a down jacket and a toque, 
I followed. Returning to the boat, I 

encouraged Blue to “walk the plank” 
and get back onboard. When he was 
safely aboard, I stepped on the plank. It 
turned sideways and dumped me in the 
water. Both dock and swim grid were 
too high for me to easily pull myself 
out. Fortunately, Rob heard the splash 
and quickly emerged from the galley. 
He deployed our newly-installed and 
very expensive re-boarding ladder on the 
swim grid. It is meant for situations just 
like this—but it didn’t work! Every time 
I stepped on the lowest rung, the entire 
ladder folded up under the boat, taking 
me with it. While I treaded water, Rob 
and I discussed why it did not work. I 
also warned him: “Do not step on the 
plank.” Do. Not. Step. On. The. Plank.  
Of course, he did step on the plank and 
immediately plunged into the water 
beside me. “Now we’re screwed,” I said 
calmly while I continued to tread water. 

Rob grabbed onto something with 
one of his very long arms and pulled 
himself onto the swim grid. Then he held 
one of my arms while I threw a leg onto 
the swim grid. I rolled, seal-like, onto 
the swim grid where I lay, face down, 
for several minutes and told Rob not 
to touch me. After hot showers, coffee 
and coming to terms with the fact that 
I just destroyed yet another Blackberry, 
we laughed about it. However, it was 
sobering to see how dangerous it is to fall 
in the water, even at a dock! 

AROUND CAPE CAUTION
It was a dark and stormy night in 
Blunden Harbour where we waited to 
round Cape Caution. I learned that 

Captain George Vancouver named the 
cape for its potential danger, having 
narrowly avoided disaster there. Okay, 
but he didn’t have a chartplotter, I told 
myself. In teeming rain, we gathered 
on Ceilidh I to review coordinates 
for the next day’s route. It helped 
tremendously that Bill and Eileen had 
made this journey a number of times; 
nevertheless, they are not complacent 
about its dangers and treat every major 
passage with fresh respect. 

Neither of us slept well and at 0400 
I heard Rob tune in the marine weather 
in the pilothouse. The four of us had 
agreed that we would not go unless 
wave height at Western Sea Otter Buoy 
was one metre or less and the wind 
was less than 15 knots.  The conditions 
were right. At 0545 Bill called us on 
the radio and we decided to get going. 
By 0630 we were drinking coffee and 
eating breakfast underway. We exited 
the foggy, rainy harbour and noticed 
that all the other boats remained 
anchored and dark. Hmmm. 

Visibility was almost nil, but from the 
pilothouse I saw hundreds of marbled 
murrelets hanging out on the water’s 
surface, hardy little souls. The first two 
hours remained foggy but the sea was 
relatively calm. Then we hit three-foot 
swells as we passed Slingsby Channel. 
If this was as calm as it gets out here, 
we wouldn’t want to see it any rougher. 
In the swells, Rob’s engine checks were 
punishing. When we finally couldn’t 
wait any longer for something to eat, I 
sprinted to the galley, slapped peanut 
butter between slices of bread and 

The Voyage of Free Spirit V

 Ceilidh I and Free 
Spirit V share a small, 

idyllic anchorage in the 
Copeland Islands.
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A radical departure for traditional sailcloth
North’s patented NorDac Radian™ warp-oriented polyester sailcloth is the world’s first 

woven poly to successfully combine superior low-stretch radial performance with the durability, 
easy handling and mildew resistance of traditional woven sailcloth. You may not see 

the difference, but when you trim the sheet you surely will feel it.
            For more information visit www.northsails.com/Radian.aspx * Restrictions 

may apply. 
Contact your 
North Sails 

representative 
for details. 

easy handling and mildew resistance of traditional woven sailcloth. You may not see 

* Restrictions 
may apply. 
Contact 
North Sails 

representative 
for details. 

Toronto 416-259-9644
Nova Scotia 902-634-3343
Vancouver 604-271-2111
www.northsails.com
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grabbed a few apples. Nearly seven hours after we raised our 
anchors, we dropped them again in an unnamed spot that 
Eileen dubbed “Perfection Cove.” We were in Rivers Inlet! 

For the next four weeks, we took our time exploring Rivers 
Inlet, Fish Egg Inlet and Fancy Cove in Lama Passage, where 
we holed up for three days to avoid bad weather. Our three 
days in Fancy Cove were memorable because it rained the 
entire time, and there was little to do but fish and trap crabs 
(with wolves in the area, we took the dogs only to tiny islets). 
I spent the days reading and writing, taking photographs, 
cooking and baking. To my great amazement, I loved every 
minute of it. I liked knowing Eileen was nearby on Ceilidh I, 
while Rob and Bill were out fishing. In the evenings, we often 
gathered for a potluck dinner on either boat. It was peaceful.

Ocean Falls was our farthest destination; we toured the 
virtual ghost town and met the few friendly residents still 
there. We dined with local loggers in the kitchen at the board-
ing house, visited the “museum” and shared the road with a 
resident bear. We saw the magnificent dam, filled our tanks 
with sparkling water and enjoyed the huge local Dungeness 
crab. Once a seemingly bucolic little boomtown with an 
Olympic-size swimming pool, most of the town, including a 
large hotel, was now deserted and in disrepair.  

HOMEWARD
We started the long journey home. Averaging about seven 
knots, we had weeks of travel ahead of us. The trip home 
was tremendous; we were in a new zone by then and feeling 
more competent each day.   

Before we rounded Cape Caution on our return south, 
humpback whales in Rivers Inlet provided one of the summer’s 
highlights. Feeding all around us, they corralled pilchard in 
tight balls using a curtain of bubbles and then swam up from 
below, their huge mouths agape at the surface. We anchored 
once again in “Perfection Cove” when we first heard the whales 
spouting nearby. We watched from shore in amazement as they 
breached and fed right in front of us. Later that night, we took 
the dinghy to a nearby fishing lodge for dinner. As we trav-
eled under the darkening sky, the whales swam all around us, 
surfacing and blowing forcefully to our delight. 

We reluctantly parted company with Bill and Eileen at 
Port McNeill and headed into Johnstone Strait on a sunny 

www.boatcan.com
Boatcan.com receives  35,000+ unique 
visitors per month all across Canada!

• 23% Western Canada 
• 55% Ontario 
• 22% Eastern Canada

Whether you are 
buying or selling

boats, products or
services, Boatcan 

is always with 
you on the 

go at boatcan.mobi.

Scan this code
with your smartphone
and go to Boatcan

Allied with Canada’s 
leading marine publications

The Voyage of Free Spirit V

 Overjoyed to be off the boat, Blue 
romps on a white sand beach on 
Calvert Island, near Hakai Pass.
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August morning. Still alert to the fact 
that there were whales in the area, we 
saw a whale monitor in an inflatable. 
With our eyes peeled we motored 
along at about six knots. Suddenly a 
loud bang from the port bow brought 
us to a complete stop. Terrified, I ran 
to the stern expecting to see a large 
log and wondering if the hull had been 
pierced. Instead, I saw the fluke of a 

huge humpback whale slipping back 
into the water. We were upset. We had 
been so careful not to disturb wildlife; 
the thought that we might have injured 
a whale was devastating.  

The whale monitor motored over. 
She was reassuring—she said we had 
been going slowly and that would have 
made a big difference to the whale. We 
asked her to let us know if she learned 

anything more about the whale. We 
did not hear from her again and it took 
a few days for our distress to wane. 

You can do everything right and 
still things will go wrong. We were 
constantly reminded of the respect this 
environment demands. Our first season 
at sea was truly wonderful, even when 
it was tough. We vowed to return next 
year; we were no longer novices. 

Toll Free 1-877-656-1157
Phone 250-656-1157 FAX 250-656-1155

Sidney, B.C. Canada
www.philbrooks.com yachts@philbrooks.com

Haulouts
Canvas

Mechanical
Electrical

Paint
Composite

WWood
Metal Fabrication

CANADIAN SERVICE AND WARRANTY PROVIDERS
FOR NORDHAVN AND SELENE

Why Choose 
                     Philbrook’s ? 

Because...
We’re Damn Good
We’re Experienced

We’re On Time
We’re On Budget

We Care and
We’re Full Service

Experience a Higher Standard

The Voyage of Free Spirit V

 Late afternoon sun lights 
Tenedos Bay, Desolation 
Sound Marine Park.
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S u p e r i o r  M a r i n e  C a b l e  S o l u t i o n S
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C o M p a n y

35 years of expertise  
in marine electrical

Meet & exceed 
strict international 

standards

Innovations in safety  
& stability

Large inventory for  
quick turnaround time

C a b l e S

Ultra flexible

Flame retardant

Cover different ranges  
of marine application

Transport Canada,  
USCG, ABS, UL, LR, BV, 

DNV approval

Made in the USA

a C C e S S o r i e S

Complete accessories  
for wiring needs

Superior quality for  
harsh environments

Prevention of  
electrical failure

Increased productivity  
& work safety

Take charge of your boating 
safety with Vertex Marine  

cable solutions.
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By Robert Buller

Seafaring 
Santa

2013 NAUTICAL CALENDARS
A beautiful addition to any den or 
cabin. Choose from Classic Boats, 
Sail Beauties or Race Action themes. 
Nauticalia, $24 each. 

UNDERSTANDING NAUTICAL CHARTS
A comprehensive but easy-to-use book 
on nautical charts, valuable for old pros 
or beginners alike, by Paul Boissier. 
Wilder, $30. 

MARINE INSTRUMENT 
DESK SET

Remind your favourite 
boater that sitting in 
an office all winter is 

nowhere near as much 
fun as summer boating. 

Wood-mounted clock 
and barometer. Victory 

Products, $200. 

NEW PRODUCTS

GIFTABLE GOODIES FOR YOUR FAVOURITE BOATERS

http://canadianyachting.ca
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NEW PRODUCTS

Three
Reasons

to Charter Power 
or Sailboats
Beyond Great Pricing 
and Service!

   Friendly knowledgeable and 
   experienced staff to assist with 
   ALL your vacation arrangements

    Group trips to great destinations!
   loads of fun, learn from 

   others, make new friends

   British Virgin Islands
   November 24. 2012

   Greece
   Summer 2013

   St. Martin & Leeward Islands
   Winter 2013

   Yacht Ownership/
   Management Programs

   Own your own dream boat and 
   practically sail for FREE!

www.theyachtsolution.com

1-855-907-9046

PARALLEL RULES  
AND DIVIDER
For the serious navigator, a 
gift set of parallel rules with 
a professional divider, set, in 
an attractive presentation box. 
Weems and Plath, $120. 

RESCUE LASER  
SIGNAL LIGHTS
Small, portable rescue signal 
that is aviation- and eye-safe 
yet penetrating and far-reach-
ing. The ultimate safety signal. 
From $90. 
 
 

DAVIS KEY-BUOY
For any boater worried about 
losing keys overboard, this 
fob instantly inflates to keep a 
key-set floating and allow recov-
ery. Davis Instruments, $10. 

IPAD MOUNTING BRACKET
Onboard users of iPads for music and 
entertainment or for navigation will 

appreciate this easy-to-use bracket from 
Rail Blaza, $50. 

TILLEY SOU’WESTER RAIN HAT
Designed for rain but shades the sun too. 
Traditional styling in water-repellent nylon, three 
colours. Tilley Endurables, $82. 

RIGGING KNIFE
Any sailor will appreci-

ate this rugged yet 
portable folding rigging 

knife, with shackle 
key, marlinespike and 
knife blade. Wichard 

Products, $50. 

SEXTANT
For the serious navigator, a 
beautiful all-brass sextant in 
a presentation wood case, accu-
rate enough to teach celestial 
navigation or just a conversa-
tion piece onboard.  Add a 
textbook on celestial navigation. 
Weems and Plath, $850. 
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HANDHELD VHF WITH GPS
An ideal handheld VHF radio with 
built-in GPS, not only waterproof 
but will float. Ideal for kayaks, 
fishing skiffs or dinghies. Standard 
Horizon, $140. 

HANDHELD SIGHTING COMPASS
Any sailor will appreciate this rugged yet portable folding rigging knife, with 
shackle key, marlinespike and knife blade. Wichard Products, $50. 

LED FLASHLIGHT
This flashlight features a rugged 
anodized aluminum case, a bright 
800-lumen LED light and recharge-
able Li-Ion batteries. Halo, $100. 

CORRECTION - RARITAN 
ELECTRO-SCAN
In the October issue of Canadian 
Yachting and Canadian Yachting 
West, we erred in our description 
of the Raritan Electro-Scan sewage 
treatment system. The manufacturer 
claimed, and we repeated, an incom-
plete statement that this system 
treated onboard sewage to a level 
safe enough to pump overboard with 
no further treatment. In fact, this 
is only true in some jurisdictions in 
the United States. It may be true in 
Washington State, for example, but it 
is not true in Canada.

In Canada now, no discharge 
at all is allowed within one mile of 
shore. And discharge is only allowed 
directly into the ocean at locations 
three clear miles from shore. Of 
course, there are exceptions allowed 
for maritime areas of inlets, bays and 
such where there never is a body of 
water three miles from shore. 

In effect, while in Canadian waters 
a holding tank will almost always be 
needed, so the Raritan system doesn’t 
offer as much of an advantage. Watch 
for a complete review of the newly 
updated Canadian sewage regula-
tions in a future issue of Canadian 
Yachting West. 

MAGMA NESTING COOKWARE
Any “galley slave” will appreciate 
cooking equipment flexibility with 
minimum storage space. This nesting 
cookware set has 10 pieces in Teflon. 
Magma, $200. 
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With Volvo Penta IPS you reduce both CO2 emissions and fuel consumption by 30% at cruising*, so you can 
enjoy the scenic route. Volvo Penta IPS – Proven performance backed by quality, safety and environmental care.
* Compared with inboard shafts at cruising with planing hulls. Approximate fi gures.

Dramatically reduce your carbon footprint

VP_Ad_footprint_pacificyachting_ENG.indd   1 2010-11-15   13.15
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ENGINE ROOM

Winterizing
and End-Of-Season Checklist

IT WAS ALWAYS A BIT SAD
WHEN WE “PUT TO BED” OUR 
POWER-BOAT AT THE END OF THE 
CRUISING SEASON. THEN, ONE 
YEAR, OUR FAVOURITE MECHANIC 
SUGGESTED CREATING A SERVICE 
PROGRAM AT THE END OF THIS 
SEASON, RATHER THAN THE 
BEGINNING OF THE NEXT ONE. 
PRICE SAVINGS COULD BE HAD, 
HE EXPLAINED. FROM THEN ON 
WE REGARDED THE WINTERIZING 
PHASE FOR OUR BOAT AS A START 
OF THE NEXT CRUISING SEASON, 
NOT THE END OF THE CURRENT 
ONE. WHAT FOLLOWS ARE SOME 
IDEAS TO MAKE THIS AS EASY AS 
POSSIBLE—AND PERHAPS EVEN 
LESS EXPENSIVE.

1. Make a list of all the little improve-
ments and projects for your boat 
that arose during the summer 
cruising season. Either make your 
own estimates or get estimates from 
service-providers. Sort them into 
either a mission-critical or afford-
ability order. Ask for price estimates 
in the slow season and cost surprises 
will surely be positive ones.

2. If a haul-out is needed, schedule 
it in the fall and have the service 
list available for discussion with 
the yard or independent service-
providers. Most marina services are 
dramatically slower in the fall and 
winter months and economies can 
usually be found.

3. Change the oil and filters on 
main engines and gen sets or 
other engines. Regardless of 
usage, almost all engines benefit 

from an annual oil and filter 
change, while diesels should have 
their fuel filters changed as well. 
Be sure to run the engines after 
these changes to ensure that 
everything is reconnected prop-
erly. When buying filters consider 
buying an additional set so you 
have spares on hand should they 
be needed mid-season, or at the 
start of the next one.

4. Consider changing the impeller of 
the water system’s pumps of main 
or auxiliary engines, but follow the 
manufacturer’s guidelines as to the 
best interval. An annual renewal 
is not considered overkill in many 
boating situations.

5. Get ready for cold temperatures. 
This usually means draining any 
fluids that can freeze—domestic 
water systems primarily. Include 

By Robert Buller
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We learned to 
regard the winterizing
phase as a start of the 
next cruising season.
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the water-lift muffler if present. 
Leave valves and taps open so that 
any residual fluids can expand 
upon freezing should that occur. If 
systems require it, use pressurized 
air to clear all plumbing (borrow a 
scuba tank if needed).

6. If the cooling water cannot be 
drained from engines easily, 
ensure that you have the appropri-
ate anti-freeze mix.

7. Decide on your fuel system 
storage. Many boaters completely 
drain gas systems and then refill 
with clean fuel in the spring. On 
the west coast, most larger boats 
stay in the water and a top-up 
of main fuel is best. A full tank 
of fuel will prevent most water 
condensation problems. Additives 
may slow down the aging process 
of diesel. Gasoline-powered boats 
can benefit from “fuel stabilizer,” 
an alcohol-based additive that 
helps keep water contamination 
to a minimum.

8. Outboards being put away should 
be run at idle with the fuel hose 

disconnected so that all residual 
fuel gets consumed. Gas tanks can 
be drained (some service stations 
offer this service) or if preferred, 
tanks can be topped up. If pos-
sible, store them safely inside 
where they will not be subject to 
temperature swings. But follow 
ALL safety protocols. See above 
note about additives.

9. Boats kept in the water need added 
heat, as temperatures do drop 
below freezing, even in BC. Low, 
flat heaters are preferred as they 
are less prone to tip over in stormy 
conditions. Auto shut-off switches 
on heaters are also advised, should 
a winter storm cause rough water 
that can topple them.

10. Ventilation is just as important 
as heat for preventing mildew 
growth. As sunlight is noticeably 
absent in winters, mildew-
resistant sprays are advised on 
soft goods that cannot be taken 
home. This includes carpeting 
and built-in upholstery.

11. All other soft goods (bedding, 

towels, clothing and similar) 
should be removed and laundered 
at home so the new season 
can start fresh in the spring. 
Upholstered goods onboard 
should be lifted up and placed for 
maximum air circulation to hinder 
mildew growth.

12. Boats remaining in the water 
should have a reliable power 
source so that bilge pumps and 
other safety gear remain operable. 
Batteries need to be checked regu-
larly to ensure that neither over- or 
under-charging occurs. This should 
be scheduled no less than monthly 
over the winter.

13. Boats coming out of the water 
should have their drain plugs 
removed so that unwanted liquid 
from rain or melting snow drains 
out, BUT the plug needs to be 
kept close by and in an obvious 
place so it is not forgotten at re-
launch. Don’t laugh—it happens 
every year.

14. A final check needs to be made 
of all refrigerators, coolers and 

ENGINE ROOM
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Holding a Meeting
Along the Great Loop

See the everyday from a new perspective.
Explore America’s Great Loop, the 

continuous waterway that encompasses the
eastern portion of North America including

the Atlantic and Gulf Intracoastal
Waterways, the Great Lakes, the Canadian 

Heritage Canals, and the inland rivers of
America’s heartland.

1-877-GR8-LOOP ext. 5040
1-877-478-5667 ext. 5040

America’s Great Loop
Miles Away From Ordinary

www.GreatLoop.org
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Need a Lift?Mosquito
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Marina

 th
e 

sq
uam

ish nation marine group  

m
osquito creek & lynnwood m

ar
in

as

Mosquito

Creek
Marina

Call Today to book your Fall or Winter Haul-out! 

> Our enviro-friendly, state-of-the-art wash bays are 
equipped with Contaminant Filtration Systems that 
separate out heavy metals for disposal and use a multi-stage 

> Travel Lift Crew
assured that your vessel will be treated with the utmost 

 

6 0 4 . 9 8 7 . 4 1 1 3  |  w w w. m o s q u i t o c re e k m a r i n a . c o m
Mosquito Creek Marina

6 0 4 . 9 8 4 . 4 2 7 2  |  w w w . l y n n w o o d m a r i n a . c o m
The Lynnwood Marina

Mosquito Creek & The Lynnwood Marinas o
er haul-out 
service for vessels up to 65 feet and 50 tons.

Everything you need for your Yacht is 
in North Vancouver!
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freezers so that foods that can 
spoil, or foods that can freeze, 
are removed. One year it was so 
cold that beer and wine onboard 
our boat froze. There is no mess 
as bad as an exploded beer can 
with its resulting rotten smell and 
mold growth!

15. If boats remain in-water, mooring 
lines need to be doubled up and 
chafe guards added where pos-
sible. Winter storms put added 
strain on all lines. Likewise, 
snow-loads must be anticipated 
and guarded against, even if the 
first line of defense is close inspec-
tion after storms. Snowstorms are 
common in Ontario and still occur 
almost yearly in BC. Heavy snow 
loads can sink boathouses and 

some boats with small freeboard 
are also vulnerable.

16. As you are putting the boat away 
take an extra day or two and do 
some regular maintenance:
a. Check all hoses and hose 

clamp connections. Rubber 
hoses degrade over time and 
any approaching 10 years of 
age should be replaced.

b. Any hoses that are brittle 
or cracked (cold will do 
this to rubber hoses, as will 
ozone in the atmosphere) 
regardless of age should be 
replaced. Remember the 
double hose-clamp rule and 
avoid inexpensive clamps. 
Quality stainless clamps are 
a good investment.

c. Use WD-40 or an equiva-
lent, on metal parts that 
are in danger of moisture-
induced corrosion.

d. Replace any filters in the 
fall so that pre-launch work 
is reduced.

e. Disconnect batteries if 
the boat is on land and, if 
possible, store the batteries 
inside where temperature 
swings are moderate.

f. Give coolers and refrigerators 
a wash with a little cleaner and 
some diluted bleach—leave 
doors or lids propped open.

17. Clean all the screens of naviga-
tion instruments, particularly any 
touch-screen devices, as they can 
accumulate considerable finger 
grime over summer usage. NEVER 
clean electronic gear while they are 
on. Avoid harsh household clean-
ers, but instead use soft cloths or 
micro fiber only.

18. Consider sun damage to 
upholstered and soft goods, as 
ultra-violet rays (yes, it does 
sometimes get sunny in winter) 
can bleach many fabrics. Close 
blinds and drapes.

19. Take precautions against pests 
looking for a dry and warm home 
come winter. Mice and rats can 
chew wiring and there is no worse 
smell than otter poop if they get 
onboard. It’s a trade-off to leave 
ventilation access but have security 
from unwanted visitors. Regular 
inspections are often needed. 
React quickly if ingress has started.

20. Leave emergency numbers with 
the marina or storage company, 
and consider posting them directly 
on the vessel for any good samari-
tans to use if needed.

Fall is a great time to do any number 
of pre-season chores, as is said, “Why 
wait for spring...?”  We found it helpful 
to make our own check-list of putting-
away chores and a separate one listing 
the monthly checks we needed. This 
included a top-up of battery fluids and 
a check of bilges and bilge pumps (our 
stuffing boxes were constantly dripping) 
as well as heaters and lines. 

There is nothing like peace of mind 
all winter, and doing start-of-season 
chores in the fall allows a faster start to 
boating as soon as the weather allows. 
And it’s cheaper too. 

All week it’s work, work, work, but 
when Friday comes it’s all about 
cruising with friends, maybe a club 
race Saturday. The boat’s our special 
way to unwind.

Insurance is a necessity, but with 
Skippers’ Plan we don’t really have to think 
about it. Even when we had a minor racing 
bump, they understood what we needed 
immediately. The person on the phone was a 
boater himself - he actually knew what a  
spin pole is! 

We have enough to do from 9 to 5 – when 
we’re on board, we relax and let the experts 
take care of the details.

FREE Towing 
FREE Emergency Fuel 
FREE App    

Exclusive broker  
for the Canadian  
Yachting Association

skippersplan.com   1-800-661-7211   905-754-4805  

Boats! We share your passion.

Follow us on Owned and operated by The CG&B Group Inc.

Glorious days. Check. 
Great friends. Check.
Insurance?   
Skippers’ Plan has it covered.

Underwritten by Aviva Insurance Company  
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 Once the boat is hauled 
out, It is easier to spot areas 
needing attention.
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Telephone: 604.980.BOAT (2628)  Email: tos.boat@hubinternational.com

Visit us at hubmarine.ca

For the right winter protection, contact your HUB 
International MARINE Insurance crew member today.

MARINE

OUR KNOWLEDGE.
YOUR ADVANTAGE. TM

DON’T GET SNOWED
UNDER BY WINTER DAMAGE
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Even the sturdiest of commercial boats are subject to winter weather damage. Why let your 
own pleasure craft go through the winter months without  the proper insurance coverage? 
Don’t underestimate the risk for winter damage, even here on the west coast. You can protect 
your prized asset – and your bank account – by speaking to your HUB International MARINE 
Insurance specialist. Together, we’ll chart the right course. 

mailto:tos.boat@hubinternational.com
http://hubmarine.ca
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Story & Photos by Sally Cole

Feeding  
the

Inner 
Sailor

EVEN THE SIMPLEST GALLEY CAN 
PRODUCE GREAT FOOD, LIKE  

THESE CINNAMON BUNS…

A WELL-FED CREW IS A HAPPY 
CREW, WE SAY ABOARD ELEUTHERA 
SOLEIL, OUR 24’ TWIN-KEEL BRITISH 
SNAPDRAGON. ROBERT AND I BOTH 
LOVE TO COOK. OUR GALLEY IS 
UTTERLY SIMPLE: A DICKINSON 
DIESEL STOVE WITH AN OVEN, AND 
A STAINLESS STEEL LAGOUSTINA 
PRESSURE COOKER.

We cook as often as possible out in 
our canvas-enclosed cockpit, on our two-
burner Origo alcohol stove, to minimize 
condensation. When we’re stovetop 
baking on the Origo, we use a Mountain 
Equipment Co-Op stainless steel 
Outback Oven, with a heat diffuser over 
the flame. If it’s windy, we wrap a foil 
wind guard around the Outback Oven. 
This works great for everything from 
bread to biscuits, pizza to pita, cinnamon 
buns and cake–and we get to enjoy the 
view while we’re cooking. 

Robert is the master baker on our 

boat. For serious bread-baking, he fires 
up the Dickinson oven and creates a 
perfect alchemy of earth, air and fire, 
turning out delicious loaves of deli-
cately crisp-crusted, hot, fresh bread, 
which we slather with butter and 
cheese and homemade veggie paté, and 
attack like wolves. Fresh-baked bread 
is one of life’s great pleasures, afloat 
or ashore. And did I mention Robert’s 
cinnamon buns? (See recipe below.)

OUR COLD LOCKER
Of course, on a boat and especially a 
small one, keeping food cold is a chal-
lenge. Robert came up with a wonderful 
and simple solution. We emptied the 
settee locker. Robert cut sections of 
insulation to size and duct-taped it to 
the fibreglass inside the locker so every 
surface was insulated. We also insulated 
the inside of the settee lid. (He used the 
type of home-improvement insulation 

which consists of silver-foil exterior layers, 
with five or so alternating layers of foil and 
plastic bubbles sandwiched inside.) 

Next, he put a board on the locker 
floor. Then he eased in our hard-sided 
portable cooler, which fit beautifully. To 
further insulate the cooler from the hull 
wall, I stow extra toilet paper and paper 
towels wedged in beside the cooler but 
easily accessible. It gets them out of 
the way and they serve two purposes, 
like many things on our small boat. 
Now our blocks of ice last forever! 

We place an insulated silver foil hot/
cold food bag inside a plastic rectangu-
lar bucket in the cooler, put two blocks 
of ice inside the bag, and tuck the food 
in around the ice, inside and outside 
the bag. It’s easy to empty any melt 
water out of the bucket, and the cooler 
itself stays dry. And there is just enough 
room between the cooler and the edge 
of the locker to keep the wine cold! 

 Master 
baker Robert 
Kelly at work 
in Eleuthera 
Soleil’s tiny 

galley.
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“Messing About” is devoted to our readers’ stories, memories, reflections 
and humour. We’re interested in the kind of stories you tell friends and family, 
memories of good times and above all, why you love boats and boating. If you 
have a story you’d like to tell or an idea to propose, we’d like to hear about it. 
Please email aadams@kerrwil.com or duartsnow@kerrwil.com. 

2007 18’ Campion 552  
Very Clean, Low Hours, C/W Galvanized 

Trailer, Volvo 190 hp Engine, Easy On Fuel, 
Port-a-Potty, Original Owner. 

$27,995

1997 Bayliner 2655 Ciera SunBridge 
Powerful 5.7 Liter EFI Engine, 9.9 Yamaha 
High Thrust Kicker, Galvanized EZ Loader 
Trailer C/W Electric Brakes, New Sunbrella 

Bimini Top in 2005. Moorage Available 
At Crescent Beach Marina for This Boat. 

$27,995

1986 ChriS Craft Catalina 281  
Built In Uniflite Factory, Original Engines with 
Only 680 Hrs, New Risers, Only Two Owners, 
Very Rare Factory Hard Top. Owner Is Very 

Motivated to Move This Boat, Don’t Miss Your 
Chance To Own Your Own Chris Craft. Fresh 

Survey Available $24,900

1979 28’ trend  
Twin 5.0 Liter Volvo Engines (980/937 Hrs) 
With 280 Legs, New Water Tank, Risers & 

Manifolds, Both legs serviced, New Canvas, 
Steering Serviced, Engines Tuned In 2009. 

This Is A Turn-Key Boat.  
$24,995

1975/2007 28’ Century Venture  
New Aluminum Aft. Deck & House, Both 

Engines Rebuilt in 2010 (20 Hours), Prewired 
For Downriggers/Trap Puller. C/W Three Year 

old Highlander Galvanized Tri Axel Trailer. 
C/W GPS, Radar, Sounder, & VHF. This Would 

Make A Great Crew Boat $26,000

1979 32’ Bayliner ConqueSt SunBridge 
Boathouse kept, Very Stable 11’ 11 in. Beam, 
Engines Rebuilt in 1991, C/W Polaris Dingy, 

lots Of Wood Trim, Very Large Aft. Cabin, Boat 
In Above Average Condition, Professionally 

Maintained. Boathouse Also available 
$29,950

2006 32’ proline expreSS  
This immaculate boat is turnkey. The owner 
has purchased a new boat so this one has to 
go. Merc 225 Verado’s with Only 500 hours, 
5kw Kohler generator, a/c, flat screen TV, bait 

well fish boxes with macerator pumps. The list 
goes on and on $109,000 

2004 34’ Searay 340 SundanCer  
Navman GPS, Inverter, SMX Reverse Air Heat 

& Air Conditioning, Clarion Sound System, 
Ridged Hull Inflatable C/W 8 Hp Yamaha 

Kicker On A Sea- Wise Davit System. Fully 
Loaded and Ready to Cruise  

$99,900

2008 BoSton Whaler 180 dauntleSS  
A family tradition of outstanding versatility for 
all kinds of boating activities,  serious fishing, 

waters ports or comfortable cruising. It s 
loaded with standard fishing features, such 

as rod holders and casting space for multiple 
anglers, including a full-width aft casting deck 

that converts to a bench seat. $38,995

2000 35’ CarVer 326 aft. CaBin  
Great “turn-Key” family boat. Easy to operate 

for a novice boater. Big volume in a small 
package with a well laid out aft cabin design 

$69,900

1977 28’ Bayliner 2850 Twin 5.7 Liter 
Rebuilt Engines (Port 190 Hrs, Stbd 80 Hrs)

Volvo 280 Legs, Built In Marine Battery 
Charger, Inverter, Very Motivated Seller  

$11,995

1996 Bayliner 2859  
New Risers, Drive, & Tune up in 2012, Fresh 
Anti-Foul In 2011, C/W 15 HP Nissan Kicker 
With Inside Controls, Microwave Oven, Two 

Downriggers, Outside Speakers. Transferable 
Moorage Available @ Crescent Beach Marina. 

$27,000

2004 Sea doo gtx-4 teCh  
New Pump & Battery, Rebuilt Coolant Plate 
& Supercharger. Turn Key, Needs Nothing. 

Comes With Trailer.  
$8,500

1983 36’ uniflite aft CaBin  
Twin Volvo Diesel Engines, Post Blister, Two 
Year Old RIB C/W 9.9 Hp Mercury Motor,7.5 

KW Gen-Set, Custom Hard Top, New Batteries, 
Updated Electronics, Transferable Moorage @ 

Crescent Beach Marina  
$74,950

1981 30’ Campion adVenture 300  
Very Economical Long Range  Cruising 
With Her Single six Cylinder Mercruiser 

Engine. Stable 11’ 11” Beam. New Holding & 
Water Tanks, New Marine Battery Charger & 
Batteries, New VHF Radio. Updated Interior. 

$29,950

Cresent Beach Marina
Call

604-538-9666
or after hourS ContaCt

derm ConnorS
604-230-544712555 CreSent road, Surrey BC, Canada. V4a2V4

Boathouses For Sale With Moorage. From 40’ to 50’. Prices from $25,000 to $100,000

We have slips available from 20’ - 50’ on a yearly basis
“View all our boats online at www.crescentbeachmarina.com”

1997 35’ CarVer Bosch On-Demand Water 
Heater, Seawise Davit System, New Simrad 

Touch Screen Navigation System (GPS.Radar), 
New Fusion Sound System C/W Sirius Tuner, 

New Sealand Masterflush Toilet, New Magnum 
Inverter/Charger C/W Six Golf cart Batteries, 
Rebuilt Stbd Engine, Assumable Moorage @ 

Crescent Beach Marina for this Boat $79,950

tivoli
This tasty filling can be made up to several days in advance and kept 
cool until you are ready to enjoy a fresh-baked treat. In another Ziploc 
bag or in a bowl, mix all ingredients: 

2 Tbsp flour
½ cup brown sugar
½ cup raisins

2 heaping tsp cinnamon
2 Tbsp butter or oil 
(¼ cup chopped nuts— 
 optional)

STREUSEL FILLING

We love these culinary classics! The tantalizing aroma of fresh-baked 
cinnamon buns wafting across the water sets a sailor’s soul to sing-
ing—morning, noon and night. Who can resist? And why bother? 
These cinnamon buns are not only mouth-wateringly delicious—
they’re good for you, too, and easy to whip up. There’s no mess and 
no cleanup because everything is blended in a large Ziploc bag. And 
your boat will smell like heaven. Treat your crew. Enjoy, nibble happily 
and gaze across your anchorage, licking your fingers in satisfied 
contentment. Life is good.

2/3 cup warm water
1 tsp sugar
1 package active dry yeast 
 (instant)

2 cups flour
2 Tbsp oil 
¼ tsp salt

Blend dry ingredients in a large Ziploc bag. Add oil and warm water. 
Once blended, knead dough through bag for about five minutes. If 
the dough is sticky, add more flour. Remove dough from Ziploc and 
stretch it into a greased pan. Let rise for five to 15 minutes in a warm 
place, until it doubles in size. Place the dough on a lightly-floured 
surface (we use a roll-up plastic cutting board). Then stretch it into 
a long rectangle. Cover with streusel mix. Roll up. Slice into 4-6 rolls 
and arrange in pan. Bake for approximately 25 minutes in a medium-
hot oven. (For stovetop baking on our two-burner Origo alcohol stove, 
we use our Outback Oven, lined with parchment paper. Works great!).

ROBERT’S CINNAMON BUNS
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2007 18’ Campion 552  
Very Clean, Low Hours, C/W Galvanized 

Trailer, Volvo 190 hp Engine, Easy On Fuel, 
Port-a-Potty, Original Owner. 

$27,995

1997 Bayliner 2655 Ciera SunBridge 
Powerful 5.7 Liter EFI Engine, 9.9 Yamaha 
High Thrust Kicker, Galvanized EZ Loader 
Trailer C/W Electric Brakes, New Sunbrella 

Bimini Top in 2005. Moorage Available 
At Crescent Beach Marina for This Boat. 

$27,995

1986 ChriS Craft Catalina 281  
Built In Uniflite Factory, Original Engines with 
Only 680 Hrs, New Risers, Only Two Owners, 
Very Rare Factory Hard Top. Owner Is Very 

Motivated to Move This Boat, Don’t Miss Your 
Chance To Own Your Own Chris Craft. Fresh 

Survey Available $24,900

1979 28’ trend  
Twin 5.0 Liter Volvo Engines (980/937 Hrs) 
With 280 Legs, New Water Tank, Risers & 

Manifolds, Both legs serviced, New Canvas, 
Steering Serviced, Engines Tuned In 2009. 

This Is A Turn-Key Boat.  
$24,995

1975/2007 28’ Century Venture  
New Aluminum Aft. Deck & House, Both 

Engines Rebuilt in 2010 (20 Hours), Prewired 
For Downriggers/Trap Puller. C/W Three Year 

old Highlander Galvanized Tri Axel Trailer. 
C/W GPS, Radar, Sounder, & VHF. This Would 

Make A Great Crew Boat $26,000

1979 32’ Bayliner ConqueSt SunBridge 
Boathouse kept, Very Stable 11’ 11 in. Beam, 
Engines Rebuilt in 1991, C/W Polaris Dingy, 

lots Of Wood Trim, Very Large Aft. Cabin, Boat 
In Above Average Condition, Professionally 

Maintained. Boathouse Also available 
$29,950

2006 32’ proline expreSS  
This immaculate boat is turnkey. The owner 
has purchased a new boat so this one has to 
go. Merc 225 Verado’s with Only 500 hours, 
5kw Kohler generator, a/c, flat screen TV, bait 

well fish boxes with macerator pumps. The list 
goes on and on $109,000 

2004 34’ Searay 340 SundanCer  
Navman GPS, Inverter, SMX Reverse Air Heat 

& Air Conditioning, Clarion Sound System, 
Ridged Hull Inflatable C/W 8 Hp Yamaha 

Kicker On A Sea- Wise Davit System. Fully 
Loaded and Ready to Cruise  

$99,900

2008 BoSton Whaler 180 dauntleSS  
A family tradition of outstanding versatility for 
all kinds of boating activities,  serious fishing, 

waters ports or comfortable cruising. It s 
loaded with standard fishing features, such 

as rod holders and casting space for multiple 
anglers, including a full-width aft casting deck 

that converts to a bench seat. $38,995

2000 35’ CarVer 326 aft. CaBin  
Great “turn-Key” family boat. Easy to operate 

for a novice boater. Big volume in a small 
package with a well laid out aft cabin design 

$69,900

1977 28’ Bayliner 2850 Twin 5.7 Liter 
Rebuilt Engines (Port 190 Hrs, Stbd 80 Hrs)

Volvo 280 Legs, Built In Marine Battery 
Charger, Inverter, Very Motivated Seller  

$11,995

1996 Bayliner 2859  
New Risers, Drive, & Tune up in 2012, Fresh 
Anti-Foul In 2011, C/W 15 HP Nissan Kicker 
With Inside Controls, Microwave Oven, Two 

Downriggers, Outside Speakers. Transferable 
Moorage Available @ Crescent Beach Marina. 

$27,000

2004 Sea doo gtx-4 teCh  
New Pump & Battery, Rebuilt Coolant Plate 
& Supercharger. Turn Key, Needs Nothing. 

Comes With Trailer.  
$8,500

1983 36’ uniflite aft CaBin  
Twin Volvo Diesel Engines, Post Blister, Two 
Year Old RIB C/W 9.9 Hp Mercury Motor,7.5 

KW Gen-Set, Custom Hard Top, New Batteries, 
Updated Electronics, Transferable Moorage @ 

Crescent Beach Marina  
$74,950

1981 30’ Campion adVenture 300  
Very Economical Long Range  Cruising 
With Her Single six Cylinder Mercruiser 

Engine. Stable 11’ 11” Beam. New Holding & 
Water Tanks, New Marine Battery Charger & 
Batteries, New VHF Radio. Updated Interior. 

$29,950

Cresent Beach Marina
Call

604-538-9666
or after hourS ContaCt

derm ConnorS
604-230-544712555 CreSent road, Surrey BC, Canada. V4a2V4

Boathouses For Sale With Moorage. From 40’ to 50’. Prices from $25,000 to $100,000

We have slips available from 20’ - 50’ on a yearly basis
“View all our boats online at www.crescentbeachmarina.com”

1997 35’ CarVer Bosch On-Demand Water 
Heater, Seawise Davit System, New Simrad 

Touch Screen Navigation System (GPS.Radar), 
New Fusion Sound System C/W Sirius Tuner, 

New Sealand Masterflush Toilet, New Magnum 
Inverter/Charger C/W Six Golf cart Batteries, 
Rebuilt Stbd Engine, Assumable Moorage @ 

Crescent Beach Marina for this Boat $79,950

tivoli
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VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WITH A GREAT SELECTION

MARTIN MARINE

121 West 1st Street, North Vancouver, B.C.
Phone: 604-985-0911

Toll Free: 1-866-985-0911
FREE PARKING

yachtpaint.com

Yacht Services Ltd.
CUSTOM RIGGING: Halyards, Furling Gears, 
Splicing & Swaging, Mast Reconditioning, 

Large Rope & Wire Inventory

The Pacific Northwest Rigging Professionals

  FALL/WINTER SPECIALS

Power & Sail:

Keep your boating safe!

604.988.3052
email: sales@pro-tech.bc.ca 

1629 Columbia St., North Vancouver, BC At Entrance to Lynnwood Marina

MARINE STORE:

GENOA FURLING GEAR
Harken Profurl, Facnor

MAINSAIL SYSTEMS
Battcars & Leisure Furl

Blocks & Vangs
Travellers
Winches

Plus

...creators of the 
Shoreline Reel

http://yachtpaint.com
mailto:sales@pro-tech.bc.ca
http://www.bayportyc.com
mailto:gm@portcreditmarina.com
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By Katherine Stone

St. Margaret
Sailing Club

TO ALL THOSE VOLUNTEERS WHO CAME TOGETHER TO MAKE 
SOMETHING HAPPEN FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS: THIS STORY 

WILL SOUND VERY FAMILIAR.

“ON A COLD SUNDAY MORNING,
SOMETIME IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
WINTER OF 1956, A GROUP OF 
GENTLEMEN MET AND LAID THE 
PLANS FOR WHAT WAS TO BECOME 
THE ST. MARGARET SAILING CLUB 
(SMSC) IN NOVA SCOTIA. IT WAS 
LED BY A MAN WHO WAS LATER TO 
BECOME THE FIRST COMMODORE, 
DR. ARTHUR MURPHY.

At the time, the head of St. 
Margaret’s Bay (Schooner Cove) was 
the cottage area for Greater Halifax,” 
reminisces Lee Myrhaugen, past 
commodore from 2001–2003. Lee’s 
father-in-law, Dr. Baker, would get 
together with Dr. Murphy and grumble 
about the increased noise in the bay. It 
seems one youngster would get a 2-1/2 
hp motor, and the lad next door, who 

couldn’t be outdone, had to get a 3 hp 
motor. Before you knew it, the racket 
in the bay became deafening….What 
were they to do? This present condition 
just couldn’t go on…they had to find a 
quieter alternative for the youngsters…
sailboats! They needed to find some at 
a reasonable cost, start a sailing club to 
keep the young’uns occupied and cause 
them to shut down their motors. Then 
everyone could get back to the tranquil-
ity they once had in the bay. 

Lee remembers the story of the 
best buy they could find: a boat built in 
England, a Fleetwind, that was made 
out of Mahogany plywood, with jib 
and mainsail, required two to operate, 
could tip, but was easy to right because 
of floatation tanks, and was afford-
able. But how would they get them to 

Canada? As only senior citizens could 
do, they found out that the newly 
commissioned Royal Canadian Navy’s 
HMCS Bonaventure was making 
her maiden voyage from Plymouth to 
Halifax—so they arranged to have them 
transported from England aboard the 
warship. As the warship entered Halifax 
Harbour, the crew were delighted that 
so many senior citizens came out to 
welcome the navy, not knowing, of 
course, that they were only there to 
ensure that their 12 dinghies arrived 
safe and sound!

Later, three more dinghies were 
made by Wilfred Covey, of Hackett’s 
Cove, to bring the fleet up to 15 
boats. Sadly, Lee tried to track 
down one of the original vessels 
for the SMSC’s 50th anniversary 
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celebration in 2007, but couldn’t 
locate one. He did find the boat shed 
where they were built, but alas, there 
were no diagrams or blueprints—back 
in the day, everything came from 
memory. In a sad, ironic twist of fate, 
when the Myrhaugens moved to St. 
Margaret’s Bay in 1972, a Fleetwind 
with hull number 315 was in the 
shed out back, but they sold it. Elise 
Doane was appointed historian for the 
50-year celebration. She couldn’t have 
any dinner parties because her dining 
room table was taken up for three 
years while she put together scrap 
books of the club covering the last 50 
years in pictures and mementos.

It was never intended that the 
club would own property. In August 
1958, it was thought best to organize 
themselves as an out port of the Royal 
Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron. Every 
year, a committee would organize 
and decide whose property was to be 
used for events and hoist the club 
burgee on the flagstaff of the member 
hosting the affair, ricocheting from 
property to property around the bay. 
Lee called it, “Very cozy, friendly, 
kitchen party-ish,”…Hmm…must be 
a St. Margaret’s Bay term! The SMSC 
Future Development Plan noted that, 
“The Junior Sail Program was con-
ducted mainly from the Sunnywood 
Community Wharf, and from the 
docks of a number of very generous 

SMSC members. In an effort to 
locate a more suitable location, the 
Junior Sail Program was then moved 
to Ant Island, and then to Dockside 
Marina (now Shining Waters 
Marine).” Rexanne and Tony Lugar’s 
property was Sunnywood—where 
the sailing school started. They were 
a driving force behind many of the 
Sunfish regattas. Rexanne tallied the 
results of the regatta on huge boards 
so everyone could see the outcome of 
every race. Their daughter, Judy, was a 
former 470 world champion. Danielle 
Dube (2012 Olympian in Radials) and 
Glen Dexter (former Soling Olympian 
and world champion) also hail from 
St. Margaret Sailing Club.

Larry Doane remembers that Ant 
Island was provincial land, so the club 
leased it to run the sailing school. The 
kids had to sail or row their dinghies to 
get to the island. John Moore made a 
deal, buying a truckload of eight-foot 
railway ties. He would tie 20 of them 
together and drag them with his 7 hp 
tender to the island where the dads 
worked in their spare time. Over a two-
year period, they built a crib around the 
island to prevent erosion. Then they 
built a shed the kids would use on rainy 
days and to store boats in the winter. 
The sad thing is that some neighbours 
complained about the noise (kids make 
noise?), and before you could make 
a pot of chowder, the clubhouse was 

actually airlifted off the island by a 
helicopter and they lost their lease.

Elise and Larry Doane, who 
moved to the bay in 1971, had a big 
wharf, so the sailing school ended 
up on their property too. Elise can 
remember spending countless hours 
mending cuts and scrapes. She also 
ran a canteen and served up chowder 
suppers to members. One particularly 
hot summer, their chowder, which they 
stored in the basement of the cottage, 
went bad. The pot, intended to feed 
100 sailors, was literally seething when 
they went to heat it up. What were 
they to do? Someone donated a case 
of corn, others gave potato soup. With 
carnation milk and improvisation with 
spices and onions, they came up with 
an even more delicious result than the 
Galley Guys. The Doanes were pretty 
excited about this regatta, because all 
of their four children could sail in it—
the children later grew up and became 
sailing instructors there. At one time 
there were seven Doane grandchildren 
taking lessons at the club. This past 
summer, one of those grandchildren 
was a sailing instructor. Most of their 
current instructors have graduated from 
the SMSC and come back and even 
risen to the ranks of commodore. 

The area started to grow with more 
people moving into French Village and 
Mariner’s Anchorage. Steve Perrott, 
Immediate Past Commodore, 

YACHT CLUB PROFILE A GREAT HOLIDAY

GIFT IDEA!
$2800

SUBSCRIPTION
$3.50 PER ISSUE

2

$2400
SUBSCRIPTION
$3.00 PER ISSUE

3

$3200

1
SUBSCRIPTION
YOUR OWN OR A GIFT

EACHEACH

Name

Street Address

City Prov. Postal Code

GIFT #1 My Details

Gift From

NEW GIFT RENEWAL

Name

Street Address

City Prov. Postal Code

GIFT #2 NEW GIFT RENEWAL

Name

Name

I enclose $ ________________________ for___________ subscriptions  

These holiday gift rates apply to one year subscriptions only

Please charge my

VISA

Cheque or Money Order

Card Number

MasterCard American Express

Street Address

Street Address

City Prov. Postal Code

City Prov. Postal Code

Expiry Date Signature

DO YOU WANT A GIFT CARD?

YES! Please send gift cards to me to mail

A gift card will be sent to you for each subscription you purchase so 
you may personally announce your gift. Orders must be received by 
December 1st 2012.

GIFT #3 NEW GIFT

START MY OWN 
SUBSCRIPTION

RENEWAL

RENEW MY OWN 
SUBSCRIPTION

/

Please check this box        if you do not want to receive news, special offers or 
information about services from other carefully selected companies.

XM
AS

CY
20

12
XM

AS
CY

20
12

XM
AS

CY
20

12

If you would rather speak to someone in person please call 705 527 7666 ext 224 or you can Fax: 705 527 7662 
Mail us at Adastra Media Inc. 538 Elizabeth Street Midland ON L4R 2A3 

You can download this form at www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/ and don’t forget to sign up for one of our newsletters today!www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/ and don’t forget to sign up for one of our newsletters today!www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/ and don’t forget to sign up for one of our newsletters today!www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/
New subscription orders received by us by December 1st 2012 will start with the Jan/Feb 2013 issue. Renewed subscriptions will start upon the expiration date of the current subscription. 

Gift cards will be mailed in accordance with Canada Post’s recommended dates for Christmas delivery. To order additional gift subscriptions please include the recipients’ information with this form. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOURS FROM ALL OF US AT CANADIAN YACHTING!

A GREAT HOLIDAY

GIFT IDEA!
GIFT GIFT

 Check out the view at the 
Bay Wind Regatta with what 
looks like a million Juniors 
and sailboats all coming 
ashore at the same time!

W
A

R
R

EN
 N

ET
H

ER
C

O
TE

c CY_1212_DEC12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   62 12-11-02   1:31 PM



c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  63

A GREAT HOLIDAY

GIFT IDEA!
$2800

SUBSCRIPTION
$3.50 PER ISSUE

2

$2400
SUBSCRIPTION
$3.00 PER ISSUE

3

$3200

1
SUBSCRIPTION
YOUR OWN OR A GIFT

EACHEACH

Name

Street Address

City Prov. Postal Code

GIFT #1 My Details

Gift From

NEW GIFT RENEWAL

Name

Street Address

City Prov. Postal Code

GIFT #2 NEW GIFT RENEWAL

Name

Name

I enclose $ ________________________ for___________ subscriptions  

These holiday gift rates apply to one year subscriptions only

Please charge my

VISA

Cheque or Money Order

Card Number

MasterCard American Express

Street Address

Street Address

City Prov. Postal Code

City Prov. Postal Code

Expiry Date Signature

DO YOU WANT A GIFT CARD?

YES! Please send gift cards to me to mail

A gift card will be sent to you for each subscription you purchase so 
you may personally announce your gift. Orders must be received by 
December 1st 2012.

GIFT #3 NEW GIFT

START MY OWN 
SUBSCRIPTION

RENEWAL

RENEW MY OWN 
SUBSCRIPTION

/

Please check this box        if you do not want to receive news, special offers or 
information about services from other carefully selected companies.

XM
AS

CY
20

12
XM

AS
CY

20
12

XM
AS

CY
20

12

If you would rather speak to someone in person please call 705 527 7666 ext 224 or you can Fax: 705 527 7662 
Mail us at Adastra Media Inc. 538 Elizabeth Street Midland ON L4R 2A3 

You can download this form at www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/ and don’t forget to sign up for one of our newsletters today!www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/ and don’t forget to sign up for one of our newsletters today!www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/ and don’t forget to sign up for one of our newsletters today!www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/
New subscription orders received by us by December 1st 2012 will start with the Jan/Feb 2013 issue. Renewed subscriptions will start upon the expiration date of the current subscription. 

Gift cards will be mailed in accordance with Canada Post’s recommended dates for Christmas delivery. To order additional gift subscriptions please include the recipients’ information with this form. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOURS FROM ALL OF US AT CANADIAN YACHTING!

A GREAT HOLIDAY

GIFT IDEA!
GIFT GIFT

c CY_1212_DEC12-BOOK MIDDLE.indb   63 12-11-02   1:31 PM

http://www.canadianyachting.ca/specialoffer/


64 Canadian Yachting December 2012

remembers that, “There was a devel-
oper at Mariner’s Anchorage who 
offered them a piece of land to put up 
a clubhouse in 1994. This would make 
his development swankier and he gave 
it to them for free.” This moved the 
area of operations from the headland 
more into the bay. A $450,000 Capital 
Campaign was launched in the fall 
of 1994 called, “A Home for our 
Club.” Darned if those Senior citizens 
didn’t get involved again and the goal 
was reached on April 21, 1995. The 
following spring, the famous ceramic 
tile, “Compass Rose,” was installed in 
the entrance floor. By 1997, the 50-foot 
wharf was completed and in 1998, 
windows and baseboards made the 
finishing touches.

A new sailing centre, completed 
before the Laser Worlds in 2009, is now 
located to the east of the clubhouse and 
was a financial collaboration between 
SMSC and the Canadian Sport Centre 
Atlantic. It also serves as one of the 
Atlantic training bases for the Canadian 
sailing and NS sailing teams.

Commodore Myrhaugen remembers 
that, “There was a strong debate that 
there wasn’t enough room in the bay 
for a marina and a sailing club. Then 
the club members finally came to the 
realization that although there were two 
venues, there was indeed room for both. 
SMSC was small enough that they 
would still be intimate and maintain 
their down home kitchen party venues.” 
In that same year, Lee designated a 

gentleman (the current commodore, 
Rod Miller) as the long range regatta 
planner so that SMSC could become 
a great regatta club. After all, St. 
Margaret’s Bay was the first bay south 
of Halifax Harbour, which was a large 
bay with open water where you could 
almost guarantee a 2 p.m., 15–20 knot 
SW breeze, unlike Mahone Bay which 
has 365 islands creating wind effects 
which favoured local boats. They set 
out with a goal to have a major regatta 
every year: Worlds, Worlds Masters, and 
Canadian Championships. 

“One of our main goals is to grow 
the member units,” comments VC 
House, Warren Nethercote (who also 
happens to be an International sailing 
judge). “This year we introduced a 
social membership for those people 
who have moved into the area but who 
do not have access to waterfront. Until 
a couple of years ago, the clubhouse 
was usually locked. The TGIF occa-
sional co-operative gatherings have 
evolved to a more traditional BBQ night 
and the club now has a liquor licence.” 

Sounds like the good ol’ kitchen 
parties have returned... Why don’t you 
wander down to the coast and check it 
out? You might even end up becoming 
part of the family. 

YACHT CLUB PROFILE
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 Here is the 2012 
Bay Wind Regatta with 

a 420 dinghy start.

Launch with Protection

Who wants to wait for insurance before launching
a new boat? What if something happens?

Chubb Insurance’s Watercraft Policy allows existing 
watercraft customers automatic coverage for newly 
acquired boats for up to 30 days with no size 
limitation.  Coverage extends from the existing 
policy and includes liability as well as the new
boat’s verifiable purchase price or actual cash
value, whichever is less.  

“Chubb understands the excitement and spontane-
ity that often comes with a new purchase,” says
Tanya Eyram, Assistant Vice President of Chubb.
“We make sure our existing watercraft clients have
automatic coverage for their newly purchased boat
as they buy it.” 

Coverage can also be extended into US waters if you
live or navigate near the border.  Enhanced 
coverage is now offered for your personal effects on-
board, for protection from a boating accident with
an uninsured vessel, and for marine environmental
damage.  A new low deductible of 0.5% is available
for boats valued at $50,000 or more, and a discount
is offered if your home is also covered by Chubb.

Marine insurance should allow you to enjoy 
yourself when you are ready to launch. “It is all
about giving our clients hassle-free coverage and
peace of mind” notes Eyram of Chubb.  “They
should ask their broker to consider Chubb.”

Visit www.yacht.controltheoutcome.ca and find out
how to get a quote from Chubb.  

Navigating Insurance

The precise coverage offered is subject to the terms,
conditions and exclusions of the policy as issued.
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The Vision 46 is a 
solid, powerful-looking 
boat that is especially 

easy to sail.

By John Kerr & John W. Armstrong

THE FIRST OF A NEW GENERATION 
OF DECK SALOON CRUISERS 
DELIVERS STRIKING STYLE AND 
COMFORT, AND IMPRESSIVE EASE 
OF HANDLING UNDER SAIL

THROUGHOUT OUR TRAVELS WE 
SEE LOTS OF BAVARIA YACHTS. 
WE HAVE BEEN TO THE BOATYARD 
WHERE THEY ARE BUILT. BUT 
AMONG ALL THE BAVARIAS WE HAVE 
SAILED AND REVIEWED, THE VISION 
46 STANDS OUT. THE VISION SERIES 
IS WELL POSITIONED AS A PRECUR-
SOR TO THIS BRAND’S EVOLUTION.

Based on input from custom-
ers gathered through a series of 
workshops, Bavaria developed and 
designed—in partnership with Farr 
Design—a striking introduction to 
the second generation of the Vision 
series with this deck saloon cruiser. 
First impressions of its size are 
somewhat overwhelming both above 
and below deck. Moving aft, its lines 
give the Vision 46 vessel a solid look 

without compromising comfort or 
style. And a well thought-out option 
list offers new owners plenty of flex-
ibility to mix and match preferences 
to suit their sailing needs.

EASE OF HANDLING
We put our test boat, provided by 
True North Yachts, through its paces 
recently off Toronto and it proved 
worthy of its recent nomination as 
European Yacht of the Year. It is 
especially easy to handle and sail, 
with great visibility and numerous 
options—including joy stick and 
pushbutton sail trim—to enhance 
short-handed sailability. Bavaria’s 
new trim-control system incorporates 
Lewmar captive winches on main 
and jib sheets and an auto-tack 

LOA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45’ 10” (13.99 m)
LWL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42’ 2” (12.51 m)
Beam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13’ 8” (4.19 m)
Draft - Standard/Option7’/5’ 6” (2.14 m/1.70 m)
Displacement  . . . . . .27,116 lb (12,300 kg)
Ballast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28%

Power
Volvo Penta D2-55 Saildrive . . . . . . . . 55 hp
Volvo Penta D2-75 (optional)  . . . . . . . 75 hp
Fuel Capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . .55 gal (210 L)
Water Capacity  . . . . . . . . . .153 gal (600 L)
Sail Area . . . . . . . . . 1,109 sq ft (103 sq m)
Price as tested . . . . . . . . .Approx. $432,000

Canadian Dealers 
True North Yachts
Mississauga ON
truenorthyachts.ca

Yacht Sales West Inc.
Vancouver BC
www.yachtsaleswest.com

SPECIFICATIONS

46Bavaria Vision

SAIL REVIEW: BAVARIA 46

http://truenorthyachts.ca
http://www.yachtsaleswest.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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function on the autopilot; it’s simple 
and easy to use, no learning curve 
required. Our boat had a Selden rig 
with in-mast furling and Elvstrom 
sails with vertical battens, which 
maintained great shape and per-
formance throughout our sail. The 
self-tacking jib is another nice touch 
that enhances ease of handling. 

The comfort and style quotient is 
high on this boat, starting with the 
twin-wheeled cockpit, fold-down 
transom and neat aft seat. The 
cockpit is not only a comfortable 
place from which to sail, it is also a 
fantastic social area. A unique offset 
companionway to the saloon creates 

a superbly practical space on the 
port side of the cockpit. A versatile 
folding-leaf dinette table with electric 
pedestal height adjustment enable 
this space to be used as a large 
L-shaped settee with coffee table, a 
huge two-person sunbed or a fantastic 
six-person dinette. 

Other cockpit features include 
stylish and practical twin binnacles 
for instrumentation and controls, a 
fold-down transom complete with 
shower, and innovative pushpit seats 
with backrests that are designed for 
comfort at rest and while the yacht 
is under sail. The hinged transom 
offers easy access while docking 

and doubles as a swim and boarding 
platform. Electric sheet winches on 
port and starboard sides work together 
during tacks so a simple push of a 
button moves the headsail easily.  

The wide side decks, integrated 
hand-holds and expansive foredeck make 
moving forward effortless. Hatches are 
flush with the deck, and solid lifeline 
integration contributes to the ease and 
security of movement on deck. 

BELOW DECKS
Down below, luxurious upholstery 
is set off by the brightness of the 
interior, thanks to the numerous large 
hatches and ports. Trim and joinery are 

SAIL REVIEW: BAVARIA 46

 above: In the cockpit, the offset companionway opens up a versa-
tile space to port. right: The saloon is open, bright and inviting.  
 below left: The forward cabin holds a generous walk-around 
berth.  below middle: The spacious dinette table folds easily while 
the boat is under way.  below right: The nav station converts to a 
three-seat settee. 
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first-class, and the mix of fabrics with 
a dark African hardwood inside our 
test boat was pleasing to the eye. The 
new owner can choose from a series of 
options in trim features for upholstery, 
flooring and wood trim. Two and three-
cabin layouts are available. 

The saloon is big and bright with a 
spacious dining table that folds easily 
when underway. We were impressed 
by the way the Bavaria design team 
conceived the nav station so it easily 
converts into a three-seat settee. 
Storage is generous and perfectly 
integrated. The galley has two sinks, a 
three-burner stove, large refrigeration, 
a wine rack, plenty of stowage, and 

We have over 19 years of experience in offering policies 
from many of the best insurance providers to ensure full 
coverage, specific to your needs. Trust us with all your 
worries and sail off into the sunset with peace of mind.

Please visit our website for the many  
special servcies benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619     
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.

With over 19 years of providing peace of mind to the 
marine industry, Dolphin Marine Insurance continues 
to look after the best interest of the boater. 

Please visit our website for the many  
special services benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619    
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.

room for optional microwave, coffee 
machine, icemaker or dishwasher.

Forward the main cabin is large 
with a walk-around berth and plenty 
of storage; an ensuite head is an 
option that was fitted in our test boat. 
The main cabin’s flexible desktop 
doubles as a vanity with mirror.  

The large aft cabin to port in 
our boat featured a great double 
berth configuration. The large head 
with separate shower stall is more 

than ample, but behind it there is a 
versatile stowage locker that could 
be converted into a workshop or, 
in the three-cabin version, another 
small double cabin. 

Engine access through the stairway 
is effortless and open. 

The Vision 46 represents a tremen-
dous evolution for Bavaria, offering 
lots of boat in a 46-footer with plenty 
of opportunity to personalize equip-
ment, layout and finish. 
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1628 Duranleau Street
Granville Island BC V6H 3S4

phone 604-688-2325
fax 604-668-5162

FIND. NAVIGATE.

Built-in StructureScan® 
HD sonar imaging, plus 
award-winning Broadband 
Sounder™ with DownScan 
Overlay™ and Track-
Back™ feature.

Personalized or built-in 
Insight mapping and 
optional Navionics® 
charts. View both at once 
in 3D perspective view, 
plus StructureMap™, and 
Broadband Radar™.

Brilliant, enhanced 
SolarMAX™ PLUS display 
for superior sunlight and 
wider-angle viewing.

Dual Ethernet port and 
two full-sized SD card 
slots and video-camera 
input (video camera input 
cable sold separately).

DOMINATE.
The Powerful, New HDS Gen2 Touch
Redefining Ease-of-Use
Locating fish and structure is easier than ever with our 
four-channel sonar, plus trackback™ view with preview 
pane Downscan Overlay™ and advanced sonar control 
features.

Maximize your time on the water like never before, with 
exciting new insite™ mapping features, with built-in GPS 
antenna, our exclusive dual-chart viewing, and unique 
navigational tools.

unlock the power of HDS

Check out our
new online store!

www.roton.cawww.roton.ca

Big or small we do it all. Your one stop, full service boat yard. 
Call today to reserve your space

BRACEWELL MEANS BUILT WELL

We are not just a custom builder... Here at Bracewell Marine Group, we offer a wide variety 

*
* Fiberglass Repairs
* Gelcoat Repairs
*
*
*
*

* Sandblasting
*
*
* Hydraulic Services & Installation
*
*
*

http://www.roton.ca
http://www.bracewellmarinegroup.com
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It’s all about 
living space!

By Andy Adams

Cobalt 323
Volvo Penta 8.1 DuopropVolvo Penta 8.1 Duoprop

IN RECENT YEARS, WE KNOW SOME OF OUR READERS HAVE STARTED TO WORRY ABOUT 
FACING THAT SAD DAY WHEN THEY FINALLY SIT DOWN AND ADMIT THAT THEY DON’T USE 

THEIR BIG BOAT VERY MUCH ANYMORE. BUT NO ONE WANTS TO GIVE UP BOATING.

AS CHILDREN GROW UP AND MOVE 
ON, THE BIG BOAT THAT WAS YOUR 
FLOATING SUMMER HOME, YOUR 
WEEKEND ESCAPE AND PROB-
ABLY THE SOURCE OF YOUR MOST 
MEMORABLE FAMILY ADVENTURES, 
MAY JUST BE TOO BIG FOR TODAY’S 
REALITIES. AND YET, YOU STILL WANT 
TO HAVE THE SIZE, SEA-KEEPING 
ABILITIES, AND THE SHEER SPACE TO 
TAKE THE WHOLE GANG OUT WHEN 
THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES.

We think that the Cobalt 323 is a 
great solution for that situation and 

Test Boat Engines: Twin Volvo Penta 8.1 
GiCE-Q, 8.1 L / 496 ci V8 engines with elec-
tronic fuel injection, 400 hp each and with 
Duoprop drives and stainless steel prop sets.

ENGINE RPM SPEED MPH
Idle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.75
1,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.95
1,500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.75
2,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.0
2,500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24.65
3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.05
3,500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41.55
4,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48.35
4,500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53.6
Max  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55.15

CRUISING SPEED rpm / mph
3,000 / 35.05

SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH: . . . . . . . . . .O.A. w/Swim Platform:

34’ 9’’ / 10.59 m
BEAM:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10’ 7’’ / 3.23 m
DRY WEIGHT:  . . . . . .12,300 lbs / 5,579 kg
FUEL CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . . .174 gal / 659 L
WATER CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . . .18 gal / 68 L
WASTE CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . .28 gal / 106 L
PRICE:  . . . . Base M.S.R.P. w/Twin V8-300C 

DP: $257,930 USD

Test boat provided by and price quoted by:
Volvo Penta of the Americas, Inc. and Cobalt 
Boats www.cobaltboats.com. 

Performance data by: Volvo Penta of the 
Americas, Inc. www.volvopenta.com.

SPECIFICATIONS

POWER REVIEW: COBALT 323
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many other uses as well. This is a big 
comfortable boat that thinks it’s a 
performance runabout. And, it’s not 
just wishful thinking, the numbers 
tell the truth.

With an overall length of more than 
34 feet on a spacious 10’7” beam, this is 
still a big boat but the hull design owes 
more to offshore performance boats 
than cruisers. The deep vee design of 
the Cobalt 323 has 22 degrees of dead-
rise at the transom to really cut through 
the rough water—stout construction for 
a solid feel and a dry weight of 12,500 
pounds. This is a lot of boat!

Available with either MerCruiser 
or Volvo Penta big block engines, this 
boat can hustle. With the Volvo Penta 
engineers on board, our test boat hit 
55.15 mph at wide open throttle and 
perhaps more impressive, it planed off 
in just 4.36 seconds.

That’s ski boat acceleration! 
The Cobalt 323 is a boat you’ll love to 

drive. The helm seat is both spacious and 
comfortable and you can sit down like 

you’re driving a runabout — throttles in 
your right hand and the elegant leather-
wrapped steering wheel in your left. One 
quick jab at the throttles or a snap of the 
wheel brings immediate response. We 
found it easy to drive the boat smoothly 
and comfortably through the wakes and 
chop from the other boats out in the bay 
at the Miami Boat Show last February 
where we drove the 323.

The Cobalt 323 has the power to 
perform, but also the size and accom-
modations for all-day comfort even 
with a group.

You could certainly do an overnight 
or a weekend trip in comfort, sleeping 
in the spacious forward vee berth. A 
screened, opening deck hatch and two 
opening portholes on each side ensure 
that you’ll have plenty of airflow for a 
comfortable sleep. There is storage under 
the seat cushions and a cedar-lined 
hanging locker in the starboard side.

If you do spend the night on board, 
you can relax and enjoy the available 
flatscreen television, DVD player and 

entertainment system mounted on the 
starboard side bulkhead.

There is a high/low dining table and 
this area can easily seat a family of four 
for dinner if the evening gets chilly.

The interior galley is nicely 
appointed but geared more for snacks 
than dinners with a single-burner stove 
top, refrigerator, microwave and fairly 
generous storage. There’s a second 
galley or refreshment area in the 
cockpit as well.

Opposite the galley is the head 
compartment which includes a shower 
and a Vacu-flush MSD as well as a sink 
in a vanity with storage below. There 
is a mirror where you can shave or 
apply make-up and there is an opening 
porthole to keep things fresh.

Because many buyers look more for 
a big-water day boat, they make air con-
ditioning optional and there is a second 
option for cabin heat if that’s more of 
what you need. Either of these helps 
keep the cabin comfortable.

The cockpit and transom areas are 

above: This view captures the cockpit area including the flip out picnic table, refreshment area and side seat with the sub-woofer. below left: This shot is the 
helm on our test boat. Notice the flip up bolster for standing or seated operation. below middle: The forward vee area converts into a comfortable double berth or 
a cozy dining area. below right: The entire aft sun lounge lifts electrically to reveal engine access.
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where the real living happens though!
Cobalt offers the 323 as an open boat 

with a Bimini roof or with an optional 
fixed hard top on a beefy metal frame. 

Thanks to the big beam, there is 
room for both the double wide helm 
seat and a double wide companion seat 
as well. Sitting up and looking forward 
through the windshield is the way I 
think most people like to travel, espe-
cially when running at higher speeds.

Cobalt has given the 323 a flip-flop 
companion seat back. That way, when 
moored and relaxing with a beverage, 
the companion seat adds to the total 
cockpit seating package.

Down the port side is a big inward-
facing bench with storage under the 
cushions and Cobalt includes a clever 
picnic table that flips out for use or 
hides away when not needed.

Opposite is the cockpit refresh-
ment area with another sink, storage 
underneath, bottle rack, trash locker 
and a pretty generous counter area for 
serving. Just aft is another seat and 
our test boat features a serious looking 
sub-woofer beside that! Cockpit tunes 

are important.
Finally, the big attraction in modern 

designs is transom access to the water. 
Cobalt went all-out with the 323 giving 
this boat a very large aft sun lounge 
(that lifts electrically for engine room 
access) and the sun lounge has another 
adjustable seat back. This one serves to 
add another section of bench seating 
to the cockpit space, or it flips to give a 
large aft-facing sun bed.

There is a starboard side walk-
through and the swim platform is at 
two levels for added visual interest. A 
clever option is the swing-down centre 
section. With the standard swim ladder 
on the starboard side in either case, 
you can order a centre section that flips 
down and gives a wide step that is a 
few inches underwater.

Sit there on a hot day or use it to 
help a pet come aboard...good thinking 
from Cobalt!

Overall, this is a great weekender, a 
fun party boat with stellar performance 
or an ideal cottage boat if you vacation 
in big water like on the Pacific coast or 
in the Thousand Islands. 

The galley in the cabin is beautifully finished 
and suitably equipped for weekend cruising. 
Not only is a Vacu-Flush MSD included but the 
323 has a hand-held shower so you can rinse 
after a salt water dip or to warm-up.

http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.cowangroup.ca/boat-09
mailto:marine@cowangroup.ca
http://www.cowangroup.ca/boat-09
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cpsboat.ca

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons introduce

Boating Essentials

Available at a Squadron near you Fall 2012Available at a Squadron near you Fall 2012

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons
1-888-CPS-BOAT  |  www.cpsboat.ca

You have the Operator Card, now get the Essentials, 
and Cruise with Confidence

http://cpsboat.ca
http://www.cpsboat.ca
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New game - can you 
spot the outboard engines?

RECENTLY IN KNOXVILLE, TN AT 
SEA RAY WORLD HEADQUARTERS AN 
ESTIMATED 500+ SEA RAY OWNERS 
FROM ACROSS NORTH AMERICA 
TRAVELLED TO SEE ALL THEIR NEW 
MODELS. I MET SEVERAL CANADIAN 
OWNERS INCLUDING A COUPLE 
FROM VERNON, BC WHO HAPPENED 
TO BE SEA RAY 370 SUNDANCER 
OWNERS. I WONDERED WHAT THEIR 
REACTION WOULD BE TO THE 
NEW 2013 SEA RAY 370 VENTURE. 
IT IS A BOLD VENTURE, BUT OUR 
IMPRESSION IS THAT IT WILL YIELD 
BRILLIANT RESULTS.

You see, the 370 Venture comes 
equipped with twin Mercury Verado 
outboard engines producing 300 hp 
each...but you can’t see them!

Sea Ray buyers would always expect 
this size of boat to have  a large swim 
platform, a transom sun lounge, walk-
through into the cockpit and more. The 
transom is your dock, or patio on the 

water. Product development manager, 
Dan Robinson, explained to us how 
important it is to maintain easy access 
to the swim platform and water.

But, where are the outboard 
engines? The photos clearly show the 

stern of this boat has the customary 
swim platform, walk-through with 
aft-facing seats and so on.

But, under each stern seat is a 300 
hp Verado engine hiding inside. Even 
with the seats fully enclosing the 

Test Boat Engines: Twin Mercury Verado 300 
hp outboards, inline six-cylinder, 24-valve 
direct acting double overhead cam (DOHC), 
2.6 L / 158 ci, Supercharged with charge air 
cooling and electronic boost pressure control 
and Sequential multi-port electronic fuel 
injection (EFI). Stainless steel props.

ENGINE RPM SPEED MPH
Idle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.2
1,000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.4
1,500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.1
2,000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.6
2,500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.6
3,000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.0
3,500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.3
4,000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.1
4,500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.8
5,000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31.9

5,500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.6
6,000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40.7
Max  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41.8

CRUISING SPEED RPM/MPH
5,000 / 31.9

SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH O.A.:  . . . . . . . . . . .37’ 2” / 11.3 m
BEAM:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11’ 3”/ 3.43 m
WEIGHT DRY:  . . . . . .15,432 lbs / 7,000 kg
FUEL CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . . .200 gal / 757 L
WATER CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . .35 gal / 132 L
WASTE CAPACITY:  . . . . . . . .28 gal / 106 L
PRICE:  . . . . . . . . . . . . Base $403,315 USD

Test boat and performance data provided 
by and price quoted by: Sea Ray Boats 
www.searay.com.

SPECIFICATIONS

SEA RAY 370 
VENTURE

A BOLD VENTURE YIELDS BRILLIANT RESULTS

By Andy Adams

POWER REVIEW: SEA RAY 370
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 Using outboard engines for power makes it 
possible for the Sea Ray designers to give you the 

full beam master stateroom, taking the pressure 
off the vee area for sleeping, so it can be a bigger 
and more accommodating sitting or dining space

engines, you can still tilt the motors up 
almost completely out of the water; a 
great feature for saltwater boaters.

There are a host of advantages to 
outboards, for example compared to 
conventional inboard engines that each 
need raw water intakes and through 
hull fittings below the waterline, the 
cooling intake is built into the outboard 
engine’s lower unit, so your only 
through hull is for your generator.

The outboard engines are fully self-
contained, lightweight and compact. 
The Verados have always been 
impressively quiet engines but in this 
application, covered by fiberglass hoods 
and seats, they’re virtually silent. The 
sound of the generator totally drowns 
out any engine sound until you’re 
moving at fairly high speeds.

But still, what’s the biggest 
advantage? For most owners it is the 
enormous amount of cockpit space 
the outboards make possible. Sea Ray 
has taken full of advantage of this 
by moving the main galley up to the 
cockpit level and leaving what we will 
call a snack galley below in the cabin.

The cockpit galley is on the star-
board side and our test boat had an 
Isotherm refrigerator, Kenyon electric 
grill, Kenyon Silken induction cooktop, 
a sink and storage as well.

There is abundant seating through-
out the cockpit, a handsome teak table 
folds out for dining and there is storage 
under most seating.

A hatch in the centre of the floor 

gives access to the onboard systems 
and the generator, but with the 
Verados you won’t be visiting the 
engine room very often!

Up front and on the same floor level 
is a companion side seat with reclining 
backrest and an off-centre front deck 
walk-through to the sunpads which 
feature reclining backrests.

The helm features a lovely, thick 
rim wooden steering wheel, a full 
array of analog instruments, Mercury 
SmartCraft controls (our favourites) 
and the test boat had both engine trim 
and Bennett trim tabs. Our observation 
when driving the boat was that it was 
not sensitive to the trim position at all. 
The boat just gets up and runs easily 
with little attention from the captain.

With four of us on board, we just 
shoved the throttles open and the 370 
Venture accelerated as well or better 
than a stern drive equipped model would 
with a slightly  faster time to plane.

The water conditions were very 
calm but crossing our own wake 
revealed the typically solid Sea Ray 
construction and very sporty and 
precise handling. Not only does the 
boat respond well to helm, it heels over 
in a turn and can come about on plane 
in a very tight circle. For such a large 
and accommodating boat, it’s very easy 
and satisfying to drive and a 40 mph 
top speed is very impressive.

Outward vision is outstanding all-
around and the double wide helm seat 
has flip-up bolsters, so that you can sit, 

stand, or lean depending on whatever 
is most comfortable. The huge curved 
glass windshield offers protection but 
we bet that most of the time, people 
will be standing up and enjoying the 
pleasure of driving this boat.

With computerized engine controls, 
electronic fuel injection, dual overhead 
cams, four valves per cylinder and an 
engine driven supercharger as well, 
the Verados have a very high level of 
mechanical sophistication—they spring 
to life instantly, run silently and deliver 
an impressive amount of torque.

Going places in this boat will be 
one of the most rewarding parts of 
ownership!

We were impressed with the 
design philosophy behind the new 370 
Venture. The twin Verados open up 
“packaging” opportunities that more 
conventional power plants don’t allow. 

The vee berth area makes a very 
large dinette with portholes and storage 
cabinets at the gunwhale level. It also 
makes down into a berth. There is a 
flatscreen entertainment system on the 
bulkhead and lockers for storage.

To port is the snack galley with 
convection microwave, another refrigera-
tor and a large round stainless steel sink 
with a clever swing-up cover. You also get 
a reasonable amount of space for provi-
sions and cookware plus a trash locker. 

Opposite to starboard is a comfort-
ably large head with enclosed shower, 
glass vessel sink, mirrors well posi-
tioned for morning routines and there S
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POWER REVIEW: SEA RAY 370
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 This is the portside engine well viewed from the center walk-through 
and with the sun lounge seat tilted up to reveal the engine. Normally, 
there’s no sign of an outboard on the transom of this boat!  It’s a great 
helm, appropriate to a boat with strong performance.  A simply amazing 
feature of the Sea Ray 370 Venture is this full beam aft master state 
room with a shaped queen-size berth, port and starboard settees, 
hull-side windows and more!  They call this the “snack galley” 
because the main galley with the grill is up in the cockpit where 
more and more buyers prefer it.

is a mirrored door too.
We have saved the best for the last; 

a full-beam aft master stateroom with 
an oversized shaped queen berth, port 
and starboard seating, big sections 

of hull-side glass to bring in lots of 
daylight and there is abundant storage 
too. It is just stunning to find a cabin 
like this on a 37-footer!

For a couple with occasional guests 

or children, this boat really delivers 
amazing cockpit accommodations plus 
a grand cabin for the owners!

We think Sea Ray’s bold new 
Venture will pay off big time! 

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 
www.cpsboat.ca  | 1-888-CPS-BOAT

NavigatiNg with 
gPS SemiNar
This seminar will introduce you to the versatile 
Global Positioning System (GPS) receivers that are 
now common in everyday life.

Within this course you will find simple explanations 
of the system which makes GPS so effective as a 
navigational aid, and methods of extracting the 
maximum navigational information from your 
equipment.

Improved position information, course planning 
and real time speed/direction data improves your 
boating safety and cruise enjoyment.

Take the opportunity to attend a Navigating with 
GPS seminar in your community.

GPS-7x4.75_EN.indd   1 10/24/12   11:54:34 AM
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LEARN TO SAIL, BAREBOAT PREP, RACING

at America's Top Sailing School

”I would like to thank J World for a magnificent experience. My two classes with 
J World, Learn to Sail and Racing, could not have been better in terms of instruction, 
information, instructors and equipment.  Your instructors are top notch.  They are 
professional, knowledgeable and courteous.  I learned so much from them and am 
so inspired by their passion and skills that I can hardly wait to get back on a boat.
I can assure you that I will take another class.”  - KT, Newport, RI

OVER 30,000 GRADUATES          29 YEARS OF SUCCESSES          BEST LOCATIONS� �

www.jworldschool.com

http://www.jworldschool.com


Imagine gliding through crystal-clear waters on your own private yacht in an exotic, tropical location such as The British Virgin 

Islands or Belize. A vacation of which you have always dreamed. The Moorings will bring your dream to reality by providing 

the newest yachts along with unparalleled customer service to ensure you have the most exceptional sailing vacation possible. 

Our 40-year reputation for integrity, quality and reliability has satisfied the most discriminating sailors. Experience your most

unforgettable vacation ever with The Moorings.

NORTH AMERICA  I  CARIBBEAN  I  MEDITERRANEAN  I  SOUTH PACIFIC  I  INDIAN OCEAN  I FAR EAST SAIL  I  CREWED  I  POWER

OUR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE;
YOUR UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE!

www.moorings.com 866.649.2002

http://www.moorings.com


The World is 70% Water -
               With Sunsail it’s 100% Fun!
More regattas around the world
More choice of yachts than any other company
More breathtaking destinations
More value for the money

BRAND NEW! 
Sunsail First 40 Fleet
Ready for racing and 
cruising in our #1 U.S. 
location - in San Francisco!location - in San Francisco! Scan for

San Francisco
brochure!

CALL 888.293.3505
OR VISIT WWW.SUNSAIL.COM/CY

Racing         |         Sailing Schools         |         Yacht Charter         |         Corporate Events

00513_SS_1012_AD_CY_FULLPAGE.indd   1 8/10/12   2:45 PM

If you know how to Boat or would like to hire an instructor, 
charter one of Blue Pacific’s well-maintained yachts and 
explore Desolation Sound, the Gulf Islands, the San Juans 
or the Sunshine Coast. We are conveniently located on 
Granville Island and offer bareboat charters and Cruise and 
Learn vacations on sail or power boats from 27 to 65 feet. 
To see our fleet, go to www.bluepacificcharters.com then 
call or email us to check availablility.

07416_fullpagead-OP.pdf   1   11-12-06   12:20 PM

DiscounteD winter rates 

call for Details

CHARTER
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The World is 70% Water -
               With Sunsail it’s 100% Fun!
More regattas around the world
More choice of yachts than any other company
More breathtaking destinations
More value for the money

BRAND NEW! 
Sunsail First 40 Fleet
Ready for racing and 
cruising in our #1 U.S. 
location - in San Francisco!location - in San Francisco! Scan for

San Francisco
brochure!

CALL 888.293.3505
OR VISIT WWW.SUNSAIL.COM/CY

Racing         |         Sailing Schools         |         Yacht Charter         |         Corporate Events
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SAVE BIG with Footloose Savings!

Your Most Awesome 
Sailing Vacation Ever!
Feel the excitement of your Footloose yacht 

cruising through the crystal clear waters of the 

        British Virgin Islands – Life doesn’t get be�er 

than this. You can experience this excitement with 

an additional  5 * savings o� our special o�ers 

when you cruise select dates between 

December 1, 2012 and March 15, 2013 and 

book by  December 30, 2012. 

Just mention code CYFTL  for this great deal. 

www.footloosecharters.com    I    888.852.4666          
Don’t forget the Footloose Price Guarantee: we will beat any competitors o�er by $100
*New bookings only. Subject to availability. Not valid on the Footloose 4600 catamaran. Charter dates December 1-15; November 29 - December 14, 2012;  January 15 - February 8, 2013;
  March 1 - 15, 2012. Must book by December 30, 2012 and use code CYFTL. Maximum discount of 25%. Call for complete details.

SAVE BIG 

Your Most Awesome 
Sailing Vacation Ever!
Feel the 

cruising through the crystal clear waters of the 

        British Virgin Islands – Life doesn’t get be�er 

than this. You can experience this excitement with 

an additional  

Ordinary People. Extraordinary Vacations!
CYOA has been helping Ordinary People
just like you make the most of their 
vacations for over 30 years with beautiful
yachts, sensible prices, and a caring, 
professional staff.

Call your favorite crew, select an air-
conditioned cat or monohull from our fleet,
and set a comfortable heading for a 
vacation well Beyond the Ordinary.

Better yet -- invest in your own exciting
CYOA charter yacht with guaranteed 
payments, optional commitment terms, 
and much more! Contact us today!

Sail Cats | Power Cats | Monohulls | Trawlers | Bareboat | Skippered
Frenchtown | St Thomas USVI
800-944-2962 | 340-777-9690

www.cyoacharters.com | info@cyoacharters.com

CYOA is enviro-friendly and 100% holding tank equipped

CHARTER

http://www.footloosecharters.com
http://www.cyoacharters.com
mailto:info@cyoacharters.com
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CHARTER

European Boating Holidays
FR ANCE     I    ITALY     I    GERMANY    I    ENGL AND    I   IREL AND    I   SCOTL AND   I    BELGIUM    I   HOLL AND  

Call 866 649 2116 
or visit www.leboat.com 
for more information & to view a video

You live to discover the secret little 

French restaurant you will remember forever; the 

perfect Italian Prosecco in Venice and the lively 

Irish pub filled with song and dance.

You travel to discover the unique 

places that provide everlasting memories. With 

Le Boat the journey is part of the discovery as you 

travel the waterways of Europe on your personal 

self-drive cruiser, a floating villa that allows you to 

discover your next special memory stopping where 

you want and where you want. 

No experience or licence required to 

discover memories in 8 different countries. 

Discover something new

per person per week*
Use promo code

LBCY

$435

*Price point is based on 6 persons cruising on a Crusader  in France for 
a week between March 15 – April 26, 2013. Please phone for details.

leboat_half_CY.indd   1 10/2/12   4:18 PM

• Bareboat/Skippered
• Monohulls 32' - 52'
• Catamarans 38' - 47'

25    Year 
Anniversary

Our Cat prices will make you purrr!!
WWW.CONCHCHARTERS.COM

email: sailing@conchcharters.com - (284) 494-4868
Toll Free: USA 800-521-8939 • Canada 800-463-6625
Yacht Brokerage Division: charteryachtsales.com

“BestYacht Management Program”

“BVI’sBest Dealson Keels!”

Est. 1986

Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin
Islands

Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin
Islands
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Hardy Island, Sunshine Coast: Ideal coastal 
retreat. 11.3 oceanfront acres, approx. 1600ft 
low-bank frontage with a small beach. Beautifully 
crafted 1100sqft home constructed primarily 
of yellow cedar, fully furnished. Substantial 
oceanside deck, pier and dock. $1,295,000

Quatsino Oceanfront Acreage: 50 diverse acres 
in Hecate Cove, Quatsino Sound. 500ft of 
ocean frontage, electrical service. 7-acre lake 
and 1500ft fish stream with salmon and trout. 
Great family or group purchase in a superb 
outdoor region.                                 $259,000

Cortes Island Oceanfront Home: Has it 
all! 1 acre in protected Gorge Harbour
with direct southern exposure. 2500sqft
4 bedroom home with expansive cedar 
deck. Outbuildings on the property, and a 
substantial new dock and ramp. $574,000

Vancouver Island Saratoga Beach: Stunning 
oceanfront properties, 20 mins from Comox 
Airport. Quality controlled development, 
no-through road. Driftwood Estates offers 
privacy, walk-on beach access, marina facilities 
nearby. Only 4 of 14 remaining!       $479,000ea

Quadra Island Acreage: A premium, park-like 
oceanfront acreage, substantial protected 
deep water moorage facilities in sheltered 
bay. Diverse oceanfront, mature growth forest, 
privacy, historic 1000sqft camp house. Build 
your island dream home! $856,000

Round Island: Fabulous value! 7.5-acre
private island within the Southern Gulf Islands
offering unspoiled natural beauty with a 
mixture of indigenous trees. Diverse shoreline 
from level walk-on sand & gravel beach to 
unusual rock formations. $515,000

Decourcy Island Oceanfront: Undeveloped 
forested 1 acre oceanfront in a convenient 
southern Gulf Islands location.  All-weather 
moorage available in Pirates Cove where you 
can access the internal road system. Build 
your dream home/cottage here!        $209,000

Stuart Island Oceanfront: 17.5 picturesque 
and dramatic oceanfront acres with approx. 
2000ft of shoreline and a deepwater protected 
bay. Net loft converted to 2bdrm cabin, deck 
over the ocean, standing pier and dock. In the 
Discovery Islands.                          $450,000

Chatham Channel Acreages: 6 oceanfront
wilderness acreages with southern exposure, 
substantial dock and loading facilities, internal 
roads, cleared building sites, great views. 
A private setting in a magnificent BC Coast 
region. $75,000 - $140,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCEANFRONT TEAM
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

ED HANDJA Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHELLEY MCKAY

www.bcoceanfront.com

Malaspina Peninsula Oceanfront: 2633sqft 
oceanfront beautiful West Coast cottage-style 
home in Penrose Bay Estates. Quality finishing 
details, wood trims, covered decks, sunroom, 
lots of extras! Overlooking the tranquil waters 
of Okeover Inlet.                               $449,500

NEW
 PRICE

Sonora Island, Owen Bay: Nicely treed 
10-acre oceanfront property in the Discovery 
Islands. Deepwater moorage potential & 
availability of fresh water from shared wells. 
Very peaceful setting & total privacy. Water 
access only.                                   $175,000

Hull Island: Your island domain offering 
160 acres on this 240 acre island, with the 
remaining 80 acres Crown land. Diverse 
topography. East of the Cracroft Islands, near 
Knight Inlet, a region offering amazing outdoor 
recreation access. $695,000

mailto:edhandja@bcoceanfront.com
mailto:shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com


2011 90’ OCEAN ALEXANDER - $7,449,000
Paul Groesbeck - 425-829-3551

2010 80’ OCEAN ALEXANDER - 3,385,000
Kevin Piper - 206-427-0014

2009 80’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$3,195,000
JR Wills - 949-678-5533

2008 70’ VIKING -$3,250,000
Michael Vrbas - 949-632-1414

2003 64’ ALASKAN -$1,295,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

2006 64’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$1,295,000
Paul Groesbeck -425-829-3551

2000 53’ CARVER -$399,000
Michael  Vrbas -949-632-1414

2005 58’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$985,000
Kevin Piper- 206-427 -0014

1994 55’ SEARAY -$299,000
Paul Groesbeck -425-829-3551

1998 54’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$575,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

2004 54’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$859,000
Michael Vrbas -949-632-1414

2013 120’ Motoryacht - Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2013 112’ MY - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 90’ Motoryacht - #008 SOLD
2012 90’ Motoryacht - #007 Newport Beach, CA
2012 90‘ Motoryacht - #006 SOLD
2012 85E’ Motoryacht - #E05 Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2013 82’ CPMY - #001 Seattle, WA
2013 72‘ Pilothouse - #107 SOLD
2013 72’ Pilothouse - #108  SOLD
2013 72’ Pilothouse - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2012 65‘ Pilothouse - #104 SOLD
2012 65’ Pilothouse - #105  SOLD

1968 68’ NORDLUND - $1,049,000
Paul Groesbeck -425-829-3551

SEATTLE, WA  206-344-8566          WWW.OCEANALEXANDER.COM          NEWPORT BEACH, CA 949-515-7700

2012 31’  Coronet - SOLD
2013 31‘ Open - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 36’ Coronet - Newport Beach, CA
2012 43’  Open - Seattle, WA
2012 45’ Sovran - SOLD

2013 120’ Motoryacht - Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2013 112’ MY - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 90’ Motoryacht - #008 
2012 90’ Motoryacht - #007 Newport Beach, CA
2012 90‘ Motoryacht - #006 
2012 85E’ Motoryacht - #E05 Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2013 82’ CPMY - #001 Seattle, WA
2013 72‘ Pilothouse - #107 
2013 72’ Pilothouse - #108  
2013 72’ Pilothouse - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2012 65‘ Pilothouse - #104 

2013 31‘ Open - UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2013 36’ Coronet - Newport Beach, CA
2012 43’  Open - Seattle, WA
2012 45’ Sovran - 

Ocean Alexander Marine Yacht Sales Inc.

official dealer for

2000 52’ BAYLINER -$449,500
Paul Groesbeck-425-829-3551

2007 50’ SIVERTON -$599,000
Michael  Vrbas -949-632-1414

OUR TRADE

OUR TRADE

2002 65’ CHEOY LEE - $885,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

2012 62’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$1,795,000
JR Wills - 949-678-5533

2011 60’ OCEAN ALEXANDER - $1,285,000
Seattle, WA - 206-344-8566

1992 52’ OCEAN ALEXANDER-$399,000
Paul Groesbeck-425-829-3551

2009 48’ SEARAY SUNDANCER-$725,000
Ray Prokorym -425-327-0994

2009 52’ OCEAN ALEXANDER -$725,000
Niel Steenkamp -206-850-2801

OUR TRADE

http://WWW.OCEANALEXANDER.COM


HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE CREW AT 

serving sailors since 1964
EXCLUSIVE
DEALER

WESTERN
CANADA

NEW 2013 HUNTER 33
AT OUR DOCKS

YOU SPEAK OF OUR SERVICE,
OUR REPUTATION SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

Hunter #1 In North America

NEW 2012 HUNTER e36
AT OUR DOCKS

Specialty SELLS boats. Visit www.specialtyyachts.com to view our listings and all of our recent sales.

WE ARE A 100% ENDORSED CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL YACHT BROKERAGE

sistership

Lawrence Fronczek 
CPYB

Ian Libke 
CPYB

John Burley 
CPYB

Geoff Hull
CPYB

HUNTER 33 WINS BEST COMPACT CRUISER (30-35 FT)

SPECIALTY YACHTS ACHIEVES
INTERNATIONAL STATUS

An exciting time for Specialty at the Annapolis Boat 
Show! All on deck to recognize Specialty Yachts as 2012 

worldwide Hunter Dealer of the Year. Pictured here (L to R): 
Greg Emerson, Marlow Hunter Director of Sales, Lawrence 

Fronczek, owner of Specialty Yachts, Julie Christen, Marlow 
Hunter Sales Administration Manager, John Peterson, 

President of Marlow Hunter and David Marlow, owner of 
Marlow Hunter. Thanks to Hunter and our wonderful team 
and clients at Specialty for making this honour possible.

http://www.specialtyyachts.com


Granville Island, No. 102-1676 Duranleau Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, V6H 3S4
Phone 604.689.7491   Toll-free 1.800.665.2336   Email info@specialty-yachts.com   www.specialtyyachts.com

YACHTS FOR SALE

2003 HUNTER 356

$118,900

2010 BENETEAU 43

SOLD

1992 HUNTER 35.5

$56,250

2003 HUNTER 386

$132,900

2001 HUNTER HC50

$237,000

2007 HUNTER 45CC

SOLD

2006 HUNTER 44DS

SOLD

1992 HUNTER 36 VISION

$54,900

1982 C&C 30 MKII

$34,900

1995 BAYLINER 3587

$89,900

1987 VAGABOND 47

$285,000

1991 HUNTER 30T

$33,900

1978 CATALINA 30

$25,900

2000 HUNTER 380

$109,900

2005 CATALINA 350

$119,000

What our customers have to say:
“We owned a Gulfstar 50 for 27 years and sold it four years ago, thinking that, at our age, it was time to “retire” 
to a power boat. After spending many months looking at, comparing and conducting sea trials on many beautiful 
power boats, we came to the realization that what we really missed was sailing, just for the pleasure of turning 
off that motor and listening to the wind, the waves and the power of the boat itself.

We looked at a number of sailboats before deciding on a Hunter. Our final choice was a Hunter 466, purchased 
from Lawrence Fronczek of Specialty Yachts in Vancouver, B.C. Although we live in Olympia, Washington, we 
traveled to Vancouver no less than six times before completing our sale and sailing Solo Vento to her new home.

We have dealt with many salespeople over the course of our lives, and we must say, without any reservation, 
Lawrence Fronczek is without a doubt the most outstanding salesperson we have ever dealt with. On not one, 
but several occasions during the course of our negotiations, Lawrence displayed integrity, concern and outright 
pleasure in taking care of our concerns, going the extra mile with us, all with a sense of humor and a refusal to 
settle for the mediocre.

We will not hesitate to recommend him to our friends and acquaintances in our boating world, and will always 
hold him as the gold standard of boat brokers.

Thank you, Lawrence.

Tony and Isobel Cairone
Proud new owners of a Hunter 466 “Solo Vento”

Sales are good, your listing is needed
2003 HUNTER 420 PASSAGE

$189,900

mailto:info@specialty-yachts.com
http://www.specialtyyachts.com


farpointmarine.com
Fred Warriner
fwarriner@farpointmarine.com

Direct: 604 209 2464
Toll free: 877 822 0354

Visit our website for updated pricing and details

40 Formula PC 2006   
Twin Yanmar diesels, generator, Raymarine electronics, tender, Sea 
Wise Davit. Economical cruise and very low hours.

3988 Bayliner 1999  
Twin Cummins 330 power, 
generator, satellite TV, lots 
of updates and in excellent 
condition. Full cover available.

47 Tiara Sovran 
Cummins QSM11 power, with 
full factory options. Teak decks, 
staple rails, watermaker, diesel 
furnace, and lots more. Low 
hours and boathouse kept.

48 Alaskan - New! 
Purpose built for Northwest 
cruising, �shing and adventuring. 
Moorage included until April 1st 
2013. $690,000

31 Tiara Open Hardtop - 1990
Low hours and boat house kept 
with original factory hardtop. 
Less than 650 hours since new 
on the 330 HP Crusaders.  
Turnkey condition. $58,200

54 Hatteras 2007  - Legendary Hatteras quality, luxury and 
capabilities. Many Northwest options included. Cruise and �sh  
the entire west coats in absolute comfort. Twin Caterpillar power.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2006 
Equipped with dark cherry interior, full 
cockpit canvas, bow thruster, washer/
dryer, electronics, AB in�atable, elec-
tric Sea Wise. Excellent condition, 
Very well priced.

Rayburn 82 2002 Spacious comfortable and sophisticated. Ready 
to cruise.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2007 –  Original owner, and low hours on 
Cummins power. Diesel furnace, watermaker, Sat TV, bow thruster, 
spare props, tender w / Sea Wise davit

PRIC
E R

EDUCED

PRIC
E R

EDUCTI
ON

Far Point engages a team of  
experienced marine professionals 
ready to respond to any project,  
service need, or emergency including:

and Repair

Relocation of Vessels

Yacht Management Services - 

ready to cruise at all times.

FAR POINT MARINE

SERVICE AND YACHT 
MANAGEMENT TEAM

28 Formula SS 2006  
Twin Mercruiser FWC  w/ B3 
drives. Large cabin with dinette/ 
V Berth, enclosed head. Full 
canvas. Less than 150 hours.

mailto:fwarriner@farpointmarine.com
http://farpointmarine.com


YOUR FULL SERVICE  INFLATABLE BOAT CENTRE

PORT MOODY LOCATION
3034 ST. JOHN’S STREET, 

PORT MOODY, BC  V3H 2C5
604-461-3434

ABBOTSFORD LOCATION
#101-31324 PEARDONVILLE ROAD

ABBOTSFORD, BC V2T 6K8
604.854.3440

* plus freight and PDI

Marine CentreMarine Centre

ONLY

$5995

2011 ZODIAC CADET 310 RIB. ONE ONLY! 
Fiberglass hull with built in bow lock, davit lift points 
are standard. $2,895*

1 ONLY 
$2,895*

ZODIAC BAYRUNNER 340.  
Power by Yamaha F20 , electric start & power tilt. For 
only $12,900.

ONLY 
$12,900*

NEW 2011 ZODIAC PRO OPEN 650
Used Yamaha F150 Only 290 hours & New Karavan 
Trailer. Only $36,995

ONLY 
$36,995*

1999 ZODIAC YL380DLX  
With Yamaha 40 HP, Oil-injected two-stroke with 
electric start and power trim/tilt on a galvanized trailer.

STARTING

AT $5,695*

ALUMINIUM HULL HIGHFIELD 
INFLATABLES Now in stock. 

STARTING 

AT $1,795*

NEW 20’ AVON 280 RIBS, 
With used Yamaha F115X, New EZloader trailer. 10 year 
warranty on Boat. Now only $26,995*

ONLY 
$26,995*

NEW 2012 ZODIAC YL340 
Deluxe powered by Yamaha F40LA for only $18,995.

ONLY 
$18,995*

ZODIAC BAYRUNNER 310.  
Powered by Yamaha F9.9ES, electric start.

ONLY 
$9,995*

In�atable Boat Winterizing Special
YOUR INFLATABLE BOAT REPAIR DEPOT

NOW 2 LOCATIONS!

PORT MOODY 604-461-3434

ABBOTSFORD 604-854-3440
WWW.GACHECKPOINT.COM

http://WWW.GACHECKPOINT.COM


QUALITY USED VESSELS NEEDED

38' COMMANDER - New
Interior Layout, Twin Volvo 

D6-370's, 2 staterooms 
w/separate heads, 

Raymarine electronics 
package.

CALL FOR PRICING!

38

2001 COMMANDER 26
Single Diesel. Galvanized trailer.

Radar & electric shift. 
$89,000.

1995 COMMANDER 30 
Boat house kept, ready for fishing, 

twin diesel. Owner motivated. 
REDUCED $92,900.

2004 SEA SPORT 2400
Volvo 280HP gas. 

Room to put all available options. 
$61,900.

1999 MAINSHIP TRAWLER 350/390 
Fully equipped throughout. 

Immaculate condition, Yanmar diesel, 
1,575 hrs., By prior appointment.

$139,000 USD.

30' COMMANDERS
BRAND NEW! Single Volvo 370 diesel. 
Ultra leather interior and bow thruster. 

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

30' COMMANDER
2005 Twin 260HP. Full electronics.  

Thruster, Standard layout. Low hours.
$204,000

2008 COMMANDER 26 
Every option possible geared up for 
fishing. On a trailer & ready to go. 

REDUCED $172,900.

2002 BAYLINER 2858 CIERRA
Boathouse kept, 

bow thruster.
$46,900.

2000 COMMANDER 26 SPORTFISH
Twin engines. Spotless, 

hardwood floors. 
REDUCED $69,900.

2001 COMMANDER 26
Single Diesel. Bow thruster, 

trolling motor, radar.
$101,500.

1983 COMMANDER 26
w/Twin gas engines.

$34,900.

1988 COMMANDER 30
Twin Volvo gas engines.

$57,900.

BEST SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT COMMANDERS

2005 30' COMMANDER
Volvo Twin 41's

Full equipment, low hours, 
perfect condition. $189,900.

http://www.canmaryachts.com


www.patsturgeonyachts.com

Dealers in 
association
with Hans 
Fogh for;

Welcome to the Hanse family 
The all new Hanse 415

Hanses are known for their 
exceptional sailing performance 
and luxurious yet family friendly 

interiors and the new 415 does 
not disappoint!  Call for more 

details and pricing.

Introducing the J70 Speedster 
Jboats first ramp launch-able 
keelboat! Designed as a high 

performance, easy to own one-
design that is exciting to sail 

and built to last! See it at the 
Toronto Boat Show! $49,900

Coming Soon! J70 Speedster!

1990 Nonsuch Ultra 30
$79,000

1987 CS 36 Merlin
$54,900

1988 Endeavour 42 
Centre Cockpit $94,900

2011 Hanse 355
$155,000

1981 CS 33
$39,900

2000 Beneteau Oceanis 461
$199,000

Telstar Trimaran 28 2005 $69,000

C&C 30 1979 $29,900

CS 30 4 FROM $31,900

Mirage 30 1984/5 $34,900

Tanzer 31 1987 $34,900

Ontario 32 1975 $29,900

Catalina 320 2003 $95,000

Westerly Pentland Ketch 1978 $25,000

C&C 33 MKII 1985 $39,900

CS 33 3 FROM $39,000

J100 2006 $95,000

Aloha 34 1984 $29,900

Columbia 34 MKII 1975 $34,000

J 105 1994 $55,900

J34 1985 $29,500

Express 35 1987 REPO-All Offers

Goderich 35 2002 $159,000

Mirage 35 1984 $49,000

Niagara 35 1978 $54,900

Beneteau Oceanis 361  2002 $120,000

CS 36 Merlin 2 FROM $54,900

CS 36 Traditional 2 FROM $57,000

Roberts Ketch Pilothouse 1982 $55,000

Hanse 370 2007 $179,000

Morgan Catalina CC 1993 $69,900

Starflight 38 (by Jim Taylor) 1988 $69,900

Beneteau First Class 12 1987 $49,500

Beneteau First 405 1986 $80,000

C&C 37/40R 1990 $69,900

Yankee Clipper 1977 $139,900

Beneteau 423 2004 $179,000

Whitby 42 1973 $85,000

Beneteau Oceanis 44 CC 1995 $149,000

Reliance 44 1987/2002 $70,000

MODEL YEAR PRICE

These are just some of the more than 90 brokerage boats for sale - visit our website for a complete list!

1 Port East, Port Cedit Ontario L5G 4N1 905-278-5100
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

MODEL YEAR PRICE

www.patsturgeonyachts.com

PAT STURGEON YACHTS LTD.
www.patsturgeonyachts.com

http://www.patsturgeonyachts.com
http://www.patsturgeonyachts.com
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http://torontoyachtsales.com
http://kingstonyachtsales.com
http://georgianbayyachtsales.com
http://truenorthyachts.ca
mailto:sales@truenorthyachts.ca
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BROKERAGE

oem replacement 
parts and sails in 

stock for all
 c&L models

WE’VE GOT 
YOUR COTTAGE

 SAILBOAT...

44 YEARS
RUNNING 

967 HELENA ST. UNIT A 
P.O. BOX 1321

FORT ERIE, ON L2A 6G2
T: 905.871.GOCL (4625)

E: INFO@CLBOATWORKS.COM
VISIT CLBOATWORKS.COM
FOR INFO, C&L FORUMS 

C&L Boatworks
Builders of Quality Sailcraft Since 1968
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ANCHORAGE

Discover a new age of sailing where the traditions of the past are combined with the modern comforts and amenities of the present. 
Star Clippers Tall Ships are perfect for cruising in casual elegance. The itineraries range from the sun-kissed Mediterranean to the 
Caribbean, Costa Rica and Panama.

On board you will enjoy a relaxed atmosphere, friendly crew and international cuisine, all in pampered comfort. If you’re a boating 
enthusiast, you can choose to lend a hand hoisting sails, climb the mast, or you can just lay back and let the crew do all the work. 

Come aboard the Star Flyer or our flagship Royal Clipper, the largest fully rigged sailing ship in the world. As thousands of feet of sail 
unfurl, you’ll feel the elation of those mariners of long ago. Clearly, this is not a cruise ship in the ordinary sense.  On Star Clippers, 
you will find that there are no rigid schedules. You are free to do as you wish with your days and evenings.

STAR CLIPPERS

Luxury Mediterranean Fall 2012 Sailings - Save Up To 55%

Your Guide to Great Vacations - Don’t Delay Call Today - Toll Free 1.866.870.1377 
Toronto 416.840.3448  Newmarket 289.470.5444  Visit us at europatravel.ca and like us on
163 Main Street South | Newmarket | Ontario | Canada 

TICO #50014161 

http://europatravel.ca
mailto:brain@baylandenterprises.com
http://www.baylandenterprises.com
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ANCHORAGE

YOUR BABY

YOUR BABY’S BLANKET

QUINTE CANVAS MFG.

Keep your baby clean and dry this winter. Our 1” aluminum 
frames with Arctic Guard cover, installs in just 
a few hours. Mast up or down.

1-800-268-4186 Kingston, Ontario Canada
topshop@kos.net www.topshop.on.ca

Introducing WinchRite 
Winch Drive by Sailology
A Real Cordless Electric Winch Handle.

Now Available at the CY Store

www.canadianyachting.ca/cystore

The new WinchRite Cordless Electric 
Winch Drive is the recipient of a 2010 
NMMA Innovation Award! It is compact, 
lightweight, and extremely easy to use. 
Winchrite will drive your standard 
winches as if they were electric. The 
exterior housing is a composite of ABS 
and PC plastics resulting in superior 
durability and strength, with integrated non-skid rubber inlays. Designed specifically 
for use on a sailboat's winches, it achieves 110+NM of torque and reaches variable 
speeds of 50-120 RPM in both directions. The integrated stainless steel winch cog 
contains a unique drive to prevent failure in both rotation directions and will not 
unthread or snap the retaining screw.
Every Winchrite Winch Drive comes with a quick charging device; 100-240 volt shore 
power; a 12-volt Trickle charging device and a storage tote bag.
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http://www.canadianyachting.ca/cystore
mailto:topshop@kos.net
http://www.topshop.on.ca
http://canadianyachting.ca
mailto:marina@torontoport.com
http://outerharbourmarina.ca
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MARINE ASSISTANCE

24HR VESSEL TOWING 

Peace of Mind at Sea

“CPS Partner in Safe Boating” 33% discount for CPS” “CPS Partner in Safe Boating” 33% discount for CPS” 

• Westerbeke Gas and Diesel Generators
• Westerbeke Diesel Generators 

and Diesel Propulsion Engines
• Universal Diesel Engines
• Velvet Drive transmission and parts
• SeaKamp Heat exchangers
• Speedseal Impeller covers
• Transmission repairs Hurth, ZF, Paragon,Velvet Drive
• Repair parts for Mercruiser, Volvo, Crusader

• phone-1-519-825-4631 • fax-1-519-825-7752 • parts 1-800-345-8341
website: www.anthonykeatsmarine.com

email: anth-kea@on.aibn.com
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http://www.anthonykeatsmarine.com
mailto:anth-kea@on.aibn.com
http://www.c-tow.ca
http://www.crankyamps.com
http://www.h2outcanada.com
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http://www.nautilusvariprop.ca
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ANCHORAGE

Thunderbird Marina
 West Vancouver

604.921.7457

Reed Point Marina
 Port Moody
604.939.0499

Westport Marina
 Sidney

Vancouver Island
250.656.5832

150 exclusive listings: 
www.thunderbirdmarine.com 

B.C.’s Largest Database
of Used Boats

MAKING SAILS THE WAY 

YOU WANT

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128

FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128

FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

place your ad here

BUILDING THE TOTAL PACKAGE  
POWER & SAIL

ZERO to 

CHALLENGES & THRILLS OF 
A FIRST CRUISE NORTH

OCEAN FALLS

ELECTRONICSCTRONICS2012

GENOA BAY  GENOA BAY
FUNKY

MUST-SEE BC DESTINATION

December 2012 $5.95 CDN

CANADIANYACHTING.CA

For more information and rates
Contact Mary Nicoll Today!
905-535-2866
mnicoll@kerrwil.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE  
IN THE  

ANCHORAGE 
SECTION

Manufacturer of Custom Upholstery, Cushions and Mattresses
Come see our new expanded showroom

Royal City Bedding & Upholstery

14722 64th Avenue, Surrey, BC - 604-595-5075  www.rcb.ca

http://www.thunderbirdmarine.com
http://www.rcb.ca
http://HYDESAILS.COM
mailto:mnicoll@kerrwil.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.tallships.ca/sailloft
http://www.bayviewpropeller.ca
mailto:bayview.propeller@sympatico.ca
mailto:info@torontoyachtservices.com
http://www.torontoyachtservices.com
http://www.tritonsails.com
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By John Morris

THE ANNUAL CERTAINTY OF HAUL OUT, MATCHED ONLY 
BY THE INEVITABILITY OF FALLING LEAVES, CATCHES US 
BY SURPRISE. A BRIEF PERIOD OF GRIEF GIVES WAY TO 
DENIAL. “I’LL GO DOWN AND CHECK THE TARP; THAT’S 
JUST PART OF THE JOYOUS FUN OF BOATING. SEE, THE 
FUN HASN’T REALLY ENDED,” WE B.S. OURSELVES. BUT 
SUMMER FUN LEFT WITH THE WEATHER AND THE POND 
WILL SOON FREEZE OVER.

Suddenly, the butterfly climbs back out of that ratty 
cocoon as we crack open the photo album we store in 
our boater cranium. The best thing that ever happened to 
boating is the SD card. I bought one for paltry nine bucks 
that enables 5,270 reasonably high-resolution photos. 
When the season is over, when I have caught up on the 
laundry and weekend papers from September, when one 
more episode of Storage Wars—as much as I love its 
compelling plotlines and Barry’s wild hijinks—will be too 
much, what does a boater do then? 

The choice becomes binary; re-tile the bathroom, or take 
out the photos from the summer. Sure, I like tiling but I have 
a cool megabyte of captured pleasure calling me from just 
over there on the notebook.

A special karma-protected thanks to the weather gnomes. 
Our summer was hot and beautiful—the karma point—but 
I am still not accepting an ultra-horrid winter no matter how 
ideal the gnomes made the weather for the past six months.

Here is a sample of some fine shots from this summer, 
appropriately starting at Sailpast. The tradition at our club 
is to grace the commodore with a libation as we pass by in 
salute. There is also acknowledgement to the boat that can 
get the closest—preferably without hitting the flag boat. This 
shot was taken from the commodore’s boat at point blank 
range as the lovely Samantha prepares to pass a token of our 
appreciation across a quickly narrowing gap.  

1 The mood was one of celebration with a soupcon of terror 
mixed in. Of course there was nothing to fear, we couldn’t 

have been any closer than 3 cm!

2 The second needs little interpretation. Who knew that 
angling could be so excitingly provocative? I took this 

shot across the lake in Wilson, NY where fishing is more 
an obsession than simply a passion. Perhaps eating Lake 
Ontario fish generates dock locker creativity.

3 The third shot was taken as I approached BQYC on a dreary 
Belleville afternoon not too long ago. The day was overcast, 

a bit of rain. There at the club, sitting outside in a half-ray of 
filtered sun—which tried mightily to peep out through the 
cloud—a group of hearty club members enjoyed a Friday after-
noon moment together. Totally welcoming, incredibly cheerful, 

the camaraderie trumped the crummy weather and I couldn’t 
help but sit and enjoy a few with the group.

4 My pal, Anibal, a true pioneer in the digital photo bonanza, 
took the last photo in our report—the one at the top of the 

page—Anibal shoots everything. Reliably, on Thursday morning 
after race night, he floods Facebook with every moment from 
the previous evening’s action. His shot in this case included our 
foredeck, Andy one evening at a boat-in movie. Andy, as you 
can see, was a bit concerned that the attending officers might 
have spotted something inappropriate and were coming to get 
him. Nothing of the sort of course, but it did make for the best 
shot of a fabulous summer. 

Three-Stage 
Recovery

CROSSING THE LINE

FOR THE SEA

WHAT I DID LAST SUMMER

1

2

3

4
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FOREVER EVOLVING
NEVER STANDING STILL
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Introducing two new
whiskies from Johnnie Walker,

Gold Label Reserve 
and Platinum Label  

Whatever the occasion, 
experience the journey with 

the House of Johnnie Walker.
Now available at your 

local Liquor Stores. 

KEEP WALKING
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