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As I write this on June 10th, it is 
nearly dark and yet the mercury is still 
showing 29 C at the end of a simply 
fabulous summer’s day.

I’m hoping you got your boat ready to 
go early this year because the summer of 
2012 started way ahead of normal and it 
just keeps getting better and better.

Speaking of getting better and better, 
our team at Canadian Yachting has 
grown again and in coming issues, 
you can expect to see continuing 
refinements to our magazine and web 
sites as we invest in ways to better 
serve your love of boats and boating. 
You have to admit, we are blessed in 
Canada with perhaps the world’s best 
recreational boating.

With their new majority however, the 
Harper government tabled a very ag-
gressive federal budget featuring a wide 
range of program and personnel cuts. 
One of the areas targeted was Parks 
Canada including their budget for 
operating the Trent Severn and Rideau 
systems. These are among the best 
small boat cruising grounds imaginable 
with a remarkable series of locks giving 
access to hundreds of miles of beautiful 
lakes and rivers passing through his-
toric and picturesque rural Ontario. It’s 
gorgeous....it’s unique and it’s known 
around the world among cruising boat-
ers as part of The Great Loop.

The proposed cutbacks would 
have closed the locks early, curtail-
ing boating and therefore tourism to 
many locations. Visitors and cruising 
cottagers are very important econom-
ically to the businesses all along the 
Trent Severn and Rideau waterways. 
And, Parks Canada operates all the 
locks and canals on federal land so 
the potential impact is far larger than 
just the Trent or Rideau.

The industry was shocked and public 
outcry mounted fast. 

Luckily, before any real economic 
damage occurred, the Honourable Pe-
ter Kent, Canada’s Minister of the En-
vironment and Minister responsible for 
Parks Canada, indicated in a statement 
that the length of the 2012 operating 
season at Canada’s canals will remain 
unchanged to give communities, 
visitors and businesses enough time 
to make adjustments to the reduced 
navigation season.

Under the proposed 2012 Fed-
eral Budget, Parks Canada had said 
it planned to adjust the duration of 
operating season and hours of operation 
at national parks, canals and national 
historic sites when tourism demand is 
lowest. For canals, this meant Parks 
Canada would be aligning its seasons, 
hours of operation and service “to bet-
ter reflect patterns of visitation”.

So, good news for 2012, but poten-
tially bad news for 2013 and beyond. 
As you see above, the government is 
saying they will align their seasons and 
hours of operation to better reflect pat-
terns of visitation but guess what? 

Cutting the hours or even suggesting 
you will cut those services will cause 
tourists to change their plans and go 
somewhere else. It becomes a self-
fulling prophesy!

Cut the hours and services, drive 
boaters away and like magic, you get 
reduced boat traffic. So, you will be 
pleased to hear that the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association, 
NMMA Canada has for the first time, 
gathered a significant group of leaders 
and stakeholders from the Canadian 
recreational boating industry to travel 
to Parliament Hill for face-to-face dia-
logue with Parliamentarians.

It was the first-ever Recreational 
Boating Day on the Hill to advocate 
on behalf of the industry’s more than 
100,000 Canadian marine industry 
workers and Canada’s 10 million recre-
ational boaters. 

NMMA Canada collaborated with 
Global Public Affairs, a Canadian 
government relations and lobbying 
organization, to organize the day and 
to ensure that recreational boating got 
a substantial hearing among important 
government figures.

The Day on the Hill communicated 
to Parliamentarians the significance 
of the boating industry’s approximate 
$15.6 billion economic impact on the 
Canadian economy. This includes a $5 
billion dollar (est.) economic impact 
that boating has on Canada’s national 
tourism sector.

So, cross your fingers and hope that 
together, we can help the government 
realize the importance and the value of 
boating in Canada. For now, we wish 
you safe boating and a great 2012!

Vantage Point

What A Summer!

By Andy Adams
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NorwaY aNd its fjords have always held 
an appeal for paul and me not just for 
the extreme natural beauty but because 
norway’s fjords helped shape one of the 
greatest group of seafarers in history, 
the vikings, whose history fascinates us. 
the opportunity to take our own boat 
to norway and sail in the fjords on the 
west coast after visiting scotland last 
summer was irresistible. we had to go.

Fjords are basically long narrow inlets from the 
sea. They make land travel difficult since they 
deeply penetrate the coast making them hard to get 
around; in Norway most fjords have enormously 
tall cliff sides, often many hundred of metres high, 
so they are hard to cross. This forced the coastal 
people of Norway, a harsh mountainous land, to 
take to the sea as a way to travel and trade and also 
to harvest its bounty. He who ruled the coastal sea 
route—the Northern Way or “Norway”—ruled the 

sailing the
 fjords of 
NorwaY

aboard distant shores ii

By Sheryl and Paul Shard

 Aerial view of 
Aurlandsfjord, 

a branch of 
Sognefjord, in  

the evening.

shards NorwaY
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land. We wanted to see it for ourselves.
The sailing season in Norway is 

pretty short, just 6-8 weeks in June 
and July, so we had been pushing 
hard to get there from England via 
Ireland and Scotland to do some 

exploring and then get south again 
before the season closed in.

Our first hurdle was crossing the 
North Sea from Scotland. The North 
Sea is notorious for bad weather and 
since it’s shallow, it can kick up nasty 

seas to boot. But if we waited too long 
for good conditions to cross we’d be 
cutting short our time there. The North 
Sea is also festooned with oil platforms 
so looking at the chart it appeared that 
planning our route to cross it would be a 
slalom course around the rigs. However, 
we were game and somewhat curious 
too—new navigational challenges!

We had sailed to the far north 
of Scotland to the Shetland Islands 
(more on the Shetland and Orkney 
Isles on the return voyage next issue) 
where in late June we jumped off 
from the Muckle Flugga light at 60º 
51’N 0º53’W, the most northern 
point of the United Kingdom, to sail 
overnight 195nm to the Marstein light 
at 60º 8’N 5º 4.5’E on the west coast 
of Norway. The Marstein light marks 
the entrance to the fjord leading into 
the major port of Bergen.

My fears about the North Sea 
quickly subsided as we experienced 
one of the best night passages ever. 
First, at this latitude it never gets dark 
at this time of year! Getting up for 
my 0200—0600 watch was a breeze 
with daylight. Even on Paul’s watch at 
midnight, he had twilight and could 
easily see all the North Sea oil rigs we 
were passing en route over Halibut 
Bank, Bressay East Ground, and Viking 
Bank. They are brilliantly lit and can be 
seen from miles away. 

During the entire crossing we 
were never off soundings. This is 
most unusual when on an offshore 

shards NorwaY
 The stretch of the 

North Sea between 
Shetland and Bergen 

is rich in oil and 
natural gas. The 

Shards pass a dozen 
oil platforms on their 

230 nm passage. 
There are over 400 

platforms in the 
North Sea total. 
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passage. We also crossed Meridian 0º of Greenwich on 
this passage. Cool!

Once we reached the Marstein light at the entrance 
to Korsfjord, we had another 25 nm to go within the very 
protected and stunningly beautiful network of channels 
and fjords (Raunefjord and Byfjord) to reach the historic 
port of Vågan in Bergen, once an important base of the 
Hanseatic League. Strangely, for us, when we came in off 
the sea and entered the fjord we suddenly went off sound-
ings! Not usual when reaching land but as a general rule, 
fjords are as deep as they are tall.

Arriving in Bergen by sea whether on your own boat 
or on a cruise ship or ferry is magical. The old waterfront 
warehouses where Norwegian stockfish was once processed 
and shipped to ports all around Europe by the Hanseatic 
merchants based here, have been renovated into colour-
ful boutiques and restaurants and the deeply rafted guest 
quay is right in front of them. We quickly found a spot and 
realized we were in a raft with Milvina owned by Canadian 
friends from Montreal who we hadn’t seen for a couple of 
years. How nice to have someone to celebrate Canada Day 
with. July 1st was the next day. 

Whenever Paul and I complete a passage and arrive 
in a new country we always treat ourselves to dinner out. 
But eating out in Norway is very expensive so rather than 
something fancy, we shared a salad, medium pizza and 
a couple of beers—the total was 400 Norwegian Kronar 
(NOK) or about $75 US dollars! Dockage, however, was 
within reason at 150 NOK per night which is about $0.50 
per foot/per night. This did not include power. 

Norway is not a member of the EU so as a foreign 

shards NorwaY

      FOLLOW THE RACE 
THANKS TO 2D AND 3D 
MAPPING TECHNOLOGY ON 
TRANSATQUEBECSTMALO.COM

MAJOR OCEANIC EVENT

 23 hours and 200 miles after leaving the Shetland Isles, the Shards make 
landfall on the west coast of Norway at Marstein light. This light marks the entrance 
to the network of fjords that runs through the rocky barrier islands and mountains 
that lead to the city of Bergen, another 25 nm from the coast through the fjords. 
 Norwegian friends, Anette and Alf-Gunnar Øverbø and their teenage son, Martin, 
who the Shards met cruising in the Mediterranean in 1998, come aboard to sail with 
Paul and Sheryl for a week down to Flam at the end of the Sognefjord. Here Anette, 
Martin and Paul enjoy lunch in the cockpit in the heart of Bergen before setting sail.
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yacht we had to clear in with both 
Customs and Immigration. The 
Customs office is right in the harbour 
so walking over with our ship’s papers 
was easy. To get our passports stamped 
for Immigration we were told to go 
to the Police Station. It took a little 
while to find the right person to deal 
with but eventually our passports were 
stamped and the job was done.

Now we were free to explore this 
lovely town with its warren of old 
alleyways, historic buildings, bustling 
fish market and beautiful views from 
the top of Mount Fløyen. We rode 
the Fløibanen funicular railway to 
the top to film the panorama. We 
also really enjoyed a tour through 
the Hanseatic Museum located in 
an 18th century merchant’s house 
on the waterfront where we learned 
about the life and work of the 
Hanseatic League in Bergen.

The city of Bergen was to become 
our central base for cruising the west 
coast of this dramatically beauti-
ful country. South of Bergen were 

several island groups we wanted to 
explore and north of Bergen, the 
fjords, especially Sognefjord, one of 
the world’s longest fjords.

One of the challenges of cruising in 
Norway is figuring out where to go—there 
are literally thousands of choices! 

We found the most helpful cruising 
guides for our style of cruising was the 
Imray pilot entitled “Norway” by RCC 
Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation/Judy 
Lomax. However the best and most fun 
way is to talk face to face with sailors 
you meet along the way and to go over 
the charts together marking good places 
and getting opinions on decisions you’ve 
made merely through reading. 

So with our route planned south to 
Haugesund, we cast off from the town 
quay in Bergen. Winds were light so for 
most of the morning we were motor-
sailing but we were thankful for the 
quiet warmth and stunning surround-
ings where the snow-topped mountains 
glimmered in the rare sunshine.

For about three hours we 
wound our way out through the 

shards NorwaY
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fjords (Byfjord, then Raunefjord to 
Korsfjord) back towards the North 
Sea and just before the Marstein light 
where we’d made landfall in Norway 
a few days before, we tucked into the 
tight but very protected wilderness 
anchorage on West Horgo. 

The next day, we raised anchor and 
had a fabulous downwind sail to the 
port of Haugesund. Our route took us 
down Stokksund, the lovely channel 
or sound between the islands of Stord 
and Bømlø. Cruising on the west coast 
of Norway you often have good winds 
but flat seas due to the numerous 
surrounding islands. You just have to be 
prepared for strong unexpected gusts if 
the surrounding cliffs are high.

Once through Stokksund and under 
the bridge, we entered Bømlafjord and 
then headed out into a stretch of open 
water called Sletta, which is classed as 
a dangerous sea area due to the lack of 
shelter, and great variations in depths 
(2-250 m) which can cause danger-
ous turbulence and strange currents. 
Luckily, we had light winds with a 

 LPaul and Sheryl quickly found a spot 
to raft SV Distant Shores II in Bergen 

and realized they were in a raft with SV 
Milvina owned by Canadian friends from 

Montreal who they hadn’t seen for a 
couple of years. July 1st was the next day 

so they spent a very pleasant afternoon 
with Neil, Helen and their son, Michael, 
celebrating Canada Day together. They 
lucked out with sunshine. Bergen, the 

second largest city in Norway, is the 
wettest place in Norway with rain on 

average 260 days a year.
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tide so it was no issue.
July is high season so we were 

prepared to be rafted three or four deep 
against the town quay when we arrived 
in Haugesund but we lucked out 
and got a choice spot right alongside 
in front of the Maritime Hotel that 
manages the showers, laundry facilities, 
etcetera and collects the harbour fees.

When we arrived, a man from 
the Port Authority—actually a fan 
of Distant Shores TV—came down 
to greet us. He had some very good 
suggestions for local activities includ-
ing the modern construction of the 
world’s largest ocean-going Viking 
ship that was taking place right there 
in the port. So we visited the build-
ing site of Dragan Harald Fairhair, 
named for the Viking king that 

unified Norway into one kingdom. 
The next day we met up with friend, 

Jostein Waage, for more sightseeing 
around the Haugesund area. We had 
a great day visiting Alvadnes, once the 
ancient centre of power on the North 
Way, where the name Norway comes 
from, and where excavations are still 
going on. There is also a great heritage 
museum and Viking Farm called the 
Nordvegen History Centre.

We also visited an old copper mine 
at Visne and learned that the copper 
used in the building of the Statue of 
Liberty came from here. Who knew?

From here we turned back to 
begin the voyage north to explore 
Norway’s longest fjord, Sognefjord, 
at 120 km long, stopping in Bergen 
again to pick up Norwegian friends, 

Anette and Alf-Gunnar Øverbø and 
their teenage son, Martin. 

The trip through this most mag-
nificent fjord with local friends that 
we’d made through a shared love of 
boats and the sea was the perfect 
conclusion to exploring the west coast 
of Norway and its fjords.

For a longer version and more 
photos, go to canadianyachting.ca. 
Award-winning filmmakers and sailing 
authors, Paul and Sheryl Shard, have 
been cruising internationally since 
1989. They are the hosts of the sailing 
adventure TV series, “Distant Shores”, 
that airs weekdays across Canada at 
6PM ET/3PM PT on Travel and Escape 
Channel and includes episodes on their 
cruise of the west coast of Norway. Visit 
their website at www.distantshores.ca. 

shards NorwaY

 Balestrand is the furthest north the Shards have 
ever sailed in 23 years of international cruising. At 
61 degrees north latitude they are roughly equal 
to Anchorage Alaska and north of Whitehorse in 
Canada’s Yukon or St Petersburg Russia. But the 
effect of the gulf stream gives Norway’s coast a tem-
perate climate with cool summers and mild winters. 
Wintertime here has a much warmer climate than any 
of these cities and lush vegetation to match.
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i first disCovered the thousand 
islands three days into a Cya 
sailing Course that was basi-
Cally a boat Camp for sailors.

It was the end of September. We’d 
been underway twenty-four hours a 
day. Our skipper/instructor finally took 
mercy on us—no doubt persuaded by 
the odiferous crew—and instructed us 
to tie up to a dock at Mermaid Island 
in St. Lawrence Islands National Park.

The leaves were just beginning to 
turn—blushing maples, oak leaves 

gilded in gold. 
I dove into crystal waters, floating 

lazily, staring out at the sun falling into 
the west, its rays burnishing the waters 
of the St. Lawrence.

Looking for respite from both the 
peccadilloes and the aroma of my 
crewmates, I towelled off, changed into 
warmer clothes and climbed a granite 
ridge. I found a spot atop a fifteen-metre 
cliff and watched the day decay into 
night, lights on the cottages on the 
nearby islands twinkling like Santa’s eyes.

I was smitten.

If I’d ever needed a reason to come 
back to the Thousand Islands, I’d just 
discovered it in no uncertain terms.

A thousand good reasons, to be precise.
 Fast forward to a perfect August 

morning, my wife and I trudging along 
a gravel road above Chippewa Bay in 
the eastern reaches of the island chain. 
The road turns back and forth on itself, 
at last opening up on a rolling meadow.

On the right side of the road tall 
grasses sway in the breezes scurry-
ing along the river, twenty shades of 
green punctuated by an explosion of 
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Good reASoNS
1000

 While there are 
great resorts, great 

anchorages and 
great marinas, you 
can get the best of 

both worlds at Bonnie 
Castle Resort and 

Marina. Put the boat 
to bed then book a 
room for yourself. 

By Mark Stevens Photographs by Sharon Matthews-Stevens
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CLASS AFLOAT

$10,000
Awarded to a young Canadian sailor endorsed by a CYA member sailing school or yacht club

Member of the Canadian Yachting Association

Find out more on www.classafloat.com

Young Canadian Sailor Scholarship

discovery@classafloat.com

1-800-301-SAIL (7245)
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Camping, Hunting, Fishing
Cold, Cool, Hot or Warm.............
Ever wonder how safe your food is?
Some coolers do not have door seals,
other coolers are simply not designed
for warm or hot weather.  Take a look
at the new Yeti Cooler line.  Yeti coolers
are fully insulated and come complete
with a heavy duty door seal, but a bit
of caution, they are heavy.  Now doesn’t
it make sense that a quality cooler be
made with some weight to it.
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Camping, Hunting, Fishing
Cold, Cool, Hot or Warm.......
Ever wonder how safe your food 
is? Some coolers do not have 
door seals, other coolers are sim-
ply not designed for warm or hot 
weather. Take a look at the new 
Yeti Cooler line. Yeti coolers are 
fully insulated and come complete 
with a heavy duty door seal, but 
a bit of caution, they are heavy. 
Now doesn’t it make sense that a 
quality cooler be made with some 
weight to it?

The Best Tender
Lift Solution

The freedom to 
use your watercraft 
where and when you 
want with just the 
touch of a button! 
FreedomLift ™

is the ideal solution 
for transporting 
your tender or PWC.

� Installs independent of your swim platform

� The ONLY lift with easily removable Lift Arms

� Features wireless, hydraulic remote control operation

� Lifting capacity of 800+ lbs.

� Innovative design better than old-style platform lifts

See our dynamic video and digital portfolio on the web

www.freedomlift.com
Call us toll free: 1-866-543-8669

US Patent #6,474,265       Canadian Patent # 2,393,105
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mailto:discovery@classafloat.com
http://www.classafloat.com
http://www.freedomlift.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://wallas.ca
mailto:sales@trotac.ca
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wildflowers. Purple loosestrife, golden-
rod, white lady’s slippers. 

It is the perfect foreground for a 
perfect picture. 

 And one more good reason. 
Background is a necklace of islands 

carved from granite, strewn like jewels 
across sapphire waters. The current 
etches a mosaic of patterns onto the 
surface. Blue skies and inverted pine 
and cedar trees are mirrored in the 
places the current bypasses.

A rustic cottage dominates one 
island. A Victorian mansion with dor-
mered windows, wraparound porches, 
a massive boathouse, teal-painted 
clapboard facades with butter-coloured 
trim and twin towers, capped by candle-
snuffer roofs, holds court on another.

A castle with turrets rises up from 
Dark Island, boasting an electrical 
plant designed by Thomas Edison, 
secret passageways, a dungeon. A slice 
of Europe snugged down in the current 
of one of North America’s premier 
waterways, a body of water as full of 
history as it is full of boaters.

And as full of surprises.
Anywhere else in North America 

a castle would be an anachronism. 
Anywhere else the juxtaposition of blue 
water, green forest and these turrets 
would jar the senses.

But not here. Here the castle 
works. And there’s even a nautical 
connection. Gilbert Bourne, one-
time president of the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company, commissioned its 
construction. He was once the com-
modore of the New York Yacht Club.

And Singer Castle isn’t the only – or 
even most famous castle – here. Boldt 
Castle, near Alexandria Bay, sees more 
yearly visitors and is a quick cruise 
from Alexandria Bay or Gananoque.

Nor are these fairy-tale constructs 
the only startling anomalies.

One morning we see two sea 
kayakers, one green, one yellow, 
sharing wind-ruffled waters with a 
three-hundred-metre-long freighter, 
beside a sailboat, beside a mahogany 
runabout riding the wake of a great 
white tour boat.

All on a thousand-kilometre water 
route known as the St. Lawrence. 
Gateway to Canada, guardian of 
North America. 

But it’s not just the sheer scope 
of the river that makes the area such 
an attractive cruising ground. This 
waterway cradles more than a millen-
nium of islands.

“They’re the extremely ancient 
roots of mountains,” says Don Ross, 
a Hill Island resident and the author 
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You eliminate the time and hassle of selling and save costs associated 
with moorage, maintenance, insurance and sales commissions.

You help the Disabled Sailing Association of BC provide life-changing 
sailing experiences to sailors with disabilities.

Stephen Hunter 
Boat Donation Program Coordinator 
604-688-6464 ext.132 
shunter@disabilityfoundation.org

Two good reasons to 
donate your boat*

(other than the tax receipt)

www.dsaboatdonation.org

* either power or sail.

of Discovering the Thousand Islands. 
They form a geological bridge that 
connects the heights of the Canadian 
Shield to the Adirondacks, an arch 
of granite that almost, but not quite, 
blocks the easterly flow of water from 
the Great Lakes.

“Actually closer to eighteen hundred 
islands,” says former Thousand Islands 
tourism representative, Suzanne Bixby. 
“Some we haven’t even counted. 
Supposed to have two trees and sup-
posed to be above water all year.”

One day, Ron Mowers, a resident of 
Tennis Island and skipper of a beauti-
fully-maintained Egg Harbor 33’ named 
“19th Hole,” pilots us on a nautical 
tour of the archipelago. From the flying 
bridge, Mowers points at a little island 
near Boldt Castle. It has one tree.

“Doesn’t qualify,” says Bixby, who’s 
come along for the ride.

But more than a thousand do.
On another journey here we ply 

these waters in a runabout skippered by 
Don Ross himself; I discover even more 
reasons to love the place.

I’m a history buff. This is his-
tory’s haven.

The Battle of the Thousand Islands 
was waged here in 1760 between the 
British and the French. Ross skippers 
us into a serpentine channel bedecked 

 Nothing is more 
breath-taking than a 

panorama of these 
islands—like this 

early morning vista of 
Chippewa Bay from 
the New York side. 

mailto:shunter@disabilityfoundation.org
http://www.dsaboatdonation.org
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.standardhorizon.com
http://www.paynesmarine.com
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 Places to snug down range from downright secluded to downright urban to somewhere in the middle—like 
this property on the US side of the chain.  This is truly an international waterway, a reality boaters always 
remember when they ply the waters beneath the imposing Thousand Islands International Bridge.  Anywhere 
else but here a castle may seem strange. But Singer Castle, toward the eastern section of the archipelago, 
seems to work. And it’s also a great side trip.  Whether you’re swimming off Mermaid Island or partaking of the 
weekly Sunset Ceremonies in Kingston at Old Fort Henry it’s the end of the day that is one of the most beautiful 
features of a visit to the region.  History abounds here, from forts to excellent museums. 

by granite boulders and wind-crippled 
pines. “The French lured the British 
into this passage,” he says. “The British 
lost the wind and steerageway. The 
French pounded their ships.”

The island names are eloquent 
testimony to that bellicose past. The 
Navy Islands bear the names of ship 
captains from the British Navy; the 
Admiralty group memorializes differ-
ent admirals. Death Dealer, Camelot, 
Dumbfounder and Endymion are 
all named for British warships. The 
Brock Island group and Wolfe, the 
biggest island here, are both named 
for British generals.

But the islands themselves only tell 
part of the history.

Kingston offers it up like a gourmet 
meal. Tour a penitentiary museum, 
learn the art of war at a Martello 
tower, a fortification unique to this 
region, and visit Old Fort Henry or the 

Bellevue House, the restored one-time 
residence of John A. MacDonald. 
Check out the Marine Museum of 
the Great Lakes right on the shores 
of Lake Ontario and stroll through a 
Coast Guard ice-breaker.

Alexandria Bay on the American 
side began life as a lumber trade site. It 
sported a wealth of wharves around the 
1830s and was recognized as a tourist 
must-do when Ulysses Grant visited 
nearby Pullman Island in 1872.

Explore the Cornwall Brothers store, 
built in 1829 and now an interesting 
museum, or take a historic walking tour 
of this village down by the riverside.

 Clayton, also on the American side, 
offers a wealth of period architecture, 
much of it reflecting the importance 
of the river to trade. Store fronts are 
refurbished to period authenticity 
and are uniquely positioned: open to 
the water as much as to the street, 

boasting plate glass windows at both 
ends—street side and water side. A 
variety of patios and balconies overlook 
the river. These buildings offer a multi-
tude of delights to shoppers—from gift 
shops to antique galleries to a couple 
of great art galleries.

Take a historic walking tour here or 
visit one of the three museums. The 
Antique Boat Museum offers unforget-
table glimpses of the history of boating 
in general and insight into the role that 
recreational boating has always played 
on these waters. 

But a love of history isn’t the only—
or even the best—reason to go ashore.

Alexandria Bay—locals call it “A 
Bay”—boasts more than its share of 
establishments offering up liquid liba-
tions to a multitude of boaters—and 
a party atmosphere that makes it well 
worth a visit. Just make sure you book 
an overnight berth. You will not want 
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WESTERLY YACHT SALES
VANCOUVER, BC

604.685.2211

INFO@WESTERLYACHT.COM

OCEANIS 31  34  37  41  45  48  50  54  58

TO YOU, IT’S THE YACHT YOU’VE 
BEEN WAITING FOR. 

TO THE COMPETITION, 
IT’S A ROLE MODEL.

BENETEAU GT49

WE JUST BROUGHT THE MED TO 
COAL HARBOUR

BENETEAU ST 34  44  52

IT TOOK THE WORLD’S PREMIER 
SAILBOAT MAKER TO FINALLY GET 

THE POWER RIGHT.

 Located in the 
heart of down-
town Kingston, 
Confederation 
Basin Marina is 
surrounded by one 
of the most historic 
areas of the city. The 
well-known CORK 
Regatta is also held 
here, out in the bay. 

to leave until morning—if then.
Sip a cool one in the Caribbean 

ambiance of the lounge at Dock by the 
Bay or stretch out on the patio beside 
the pier beneath brightly coloured 
umbrellas. Stroll across the street and 
admire the view from Top of the Bay 
with its battleship-grey railings and 
two-leveled deck and its own small 
dock. Check out The Islander or 
Pirates’ Pub. Or pull into Skiffs, with 
its horseshoe-shaped bar and a Jolly 
Roger flag hanging over the bandstand, 
where you can get a glass of wine and 
a large beer with free peanuts—and 
receive change from your ten-dollar 
bill. “Just throw the shells on the floor,” 
quips the bartender.

Then there’s Kingston. Hit ten 
different pubs in one night, each a 
walk from your berth at Confederation 
Basin. Sip beer brewed onsite at 
Kingston Brewing Company or sample 

one or two or three from a selection of 
thirty different whiskeys at Tir nan Og.

Next morning redeem yourself by 
imbibing in a bit of culture. Kingston’s 
got its own symphony orchestra, a blues 
festival, the annual Buskers’ Rendezvous.

Or head east to Gananoque—locals 
call it “Gan”—and catch a live show at 
the Summer Playhouse Theatre.

But the best reasons to visit here 
are still nautical: all else is but icing 
on the cake.

Last summer we ventured here yet 
again, to be regaled by the sight of a 
conflagration of white sails, graceful 
and plentiful as a flock of seagulls, the 
entire horizon line decorated with a 
plethora of dinghies participating in the 
annual CORK Regatta off Kingston.

It’s incontrovertible evidence of this 
area’s primacy as a boater’s playground, 
if not one of the world’s best freshwa-
ter cruising areas.

mailto:INFO@WESTERLYACHT.COM
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Smart energy solutions for 
the marine industry Hybrid 
and conventional generators

Powerful and economical 
sinewave and modifi ed 

sinewave invereters

Britmar Marine Ltd. 
102-2433 Dollarton Hwy, North Vancouver, BC 
info@britmar.com • (604) 983-4303 • Toll Free 1-866-401-2288

Super Compact Series Super B Lithium Ion 
Phosphate Battery

Super Quiet Series Hybrid Generators

Kisae Inverters

www.britmar.com

A Breakthrough Lithium Ion 
Phosphate Battery. Lower weight, 
higher power, longer life and safer.

Can 
recharge 
in 1 hour!

Solar kits 
also 

available

A touch simpler.

Combines intuitive design and total integration with Simrad’s award winning 
autopilots, Broadband Radar™, Broadband Sounder™ and StructureScan™ 

Sonar Imaging module
ing the Canadian marine electronics market for over 100 years

Contact CMC Electronics for a dealer near you

www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

1.800.661.3983

Serving the Canadian marine electronics market for over 100 years
www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

British Columbia
Burnaby 604-435-1455

Ontario
1-800-661-3983

Quebec
Matane 418-562-6637

Newfoundland
709-726-2422

Nova Scotia
Dartmouth 902-468-8480
Yarmouth 902-742-3423

Serving the Canadian marine electronics 
market for over 100 years

www.cmcelectronics.ca
navcommsales@cmcelectronics.ca

Quebec
418-562-6637

Ontario
1-800-661-3983

Newfoundland
709-726-2422

British Columbia
604-435-1455

Nova Scotia
Dartmouth 902-468-8480
Yarmouth 902-742-3423

NSS 7, 8 &12 
Chartplotter/Multifunction  
Touch Display

www.simrad-yachting.ca
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During our boat ride with Don Ross 
we pass an anchorage at Endymion 
Island. Ross slows the boat. Set against 
a background of evergreen forest, three 
or four mooring balls bob in the gentle 
waves. A heron stands in the shallows 
like a Renaissance statue. 

“This is what it’s all about,” says Ross. 
“More anchorages than dock spaces. 
Maybe three hundred transient berths. 

More than two thousand anchorages.”
Other local favourites include 

Thwart way (Leek) Island, Brakey 
Bay south of Howe and the east side 
of Mulcaster. Then again, given the 
numbers Ross tosses around, you’ll 
have no trouble finding your own.

If you’re looking for a compromise 
you “could still find a dock in great 
natural settings,” says Bixby. “On the 

Canadian side a number of spots in 
the St. Lawrence Islands National 
Park offer dockage with some facilities. 
You can berth at a marina at Wellesley 
Island or Keewaydin State Park.”

Or simply drop the hook in a bay to 
call your own, get out your book, hoist 
your hammock, then while away an 
evening soothed by the scent of pine.

We spend the last evening of our 
last visit here ensconced on a balcony 
overlooking the parade ground at 
Old Fort Henry. It’s the Wednesday 
sunset ceremony, held all summer in 
the limestone citadel guarding both 
the approaches to Kingston itself and 
the vanguard of a regiment of islands 
scattered to our east.

From the ramparts on the fort’s 
southeast walls you can see trees cling-
ing desperately to barren lichen-painted 
humps of granite on Cedar Island, 
defined by the red roof and squat walls 
of a defensive Martello tower, fortified 
companion sentinel to the fort itself.

We’ve already been serenaded by 
a local community band; we’ve had 
ringside seats to a mock conflict, the 
flashes from muskets like fireflies in 
the night sky. Cannon blasts have 
reverberated across the square, 
swathing the red-coated soldiers in 
blue-grey smoke.

And now the lights dim, leaving a 
lone spotlight focused on a bagpiper 
standing high on the fortress walls. 

The eerie lament causes a sudden 
tightness in my chest, a sense of 
pride in my heritage, a sense of 
awe at the sights we’ve seen, at the 
richness of this archipelago we’ve 
experienced this week—a microcosm 
of all that is Canada itself.

The piper launches into an 
eventide hymn. The flag is lowered, a 
bugle calls out.

The crowd is silent here where Lake 
Ontario meets the St. Lawrence, where 
a smattering of out islands—Howe and 
Wolfe and Amherst—melds seamlessly 
into a thousand others.

The crowd rises as one person. We 
sing “O Canada” in harmony.

The last stirring chord echoes 
through the walls of the citadel.

I realize, listening to the last dying 
tones, that I have discovered yet 
another great reason—but one more in 
a multitude of convincing excuses—to 
come back to the Thousand Islands.

Again and again and again. 

http://www.northpacificyachts.com
mailto:sales@northpacificyachts.com
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Building Custom Aluminum Boats Since 1985 
 

What we build is only limited to one thing 
 

Your Imagination 

Daigle Welding & Marine Ltd. 
Getting you out on the water for over 25 Years 

www.eaglecraft.bc.ca 
250-286-6749       1-888-393-6464 

http://www.eaglecraft.bc.ca
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these “islands on the edge” are alive with the spirit of the haida  
people, and a Cruise here is an unforgettable experienCe

Story & Photos by Mark Bunzel

the Spirit of 
HAIdA GWAII
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tHere IS A SpeCIAL pLACe—north of 
vanCouver island and west of the 
northern british Columbia Coast—that 
is inhabited by the spirit of the haida 
people. haida gwaii, formerly known 
as the Queen Charlotte islands, is an 
arChipelago of more than 150 islands, 
and one of the most uniQue destinations 
you Can visit by boat in north ameriCa. 

HAIdA GWAII is remote and pristine, with 
a unique geological history. Glaciers covered 
this area and receded 2,000 years before 
they left the rest of BC, resulting in a rich 
ecosystem with some species of plants and 
animals not seen anywhere else in the world. It 
has been referred to as the “Galapagos of the 
Northwest,” with hundreds of species of birds, 
unique species of bears, and many trees and 
plants growing in areas from the wet rainfor-
ests of the western coast to the dryer forests on 
the eastern side of the islands.

Haida Gwaii means “Islands of the People” 
in the language of the first people to settle 
here. The Haida were respected along the coast 
as ambassadors and warriors, with a unique 
culture. Over 10,000 inhabited this area at one 
time, until many succumbed to smallpox and 

other diseases from the western world in the 
late 1800s. By 1900, only 350 remained.

A visit to Haida Gwaii and the Gwaii 
Haanas National Park Reserve takes you to a 
special place where you can see what remains 
of this once great culture. As you walk the 
trails through the rainforest and the moss-
covered canyons around the old villages, you 
may well feel the presence of the people who 
once lived here.

The Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve and 
the Protected Area were created in 1987. The 
reserve is unique in Canada, jointly managed 
by the Haida and the government of Canada; it 
includes the land and the surrounding sea. A visit 
requires a reservation for the time you will be in 
the protected areas, and payment of a daily fee. 
All visitors are required to attend an informative 
90-minute orientation in Skidegate or prior to the 
cruising season in Vancouver, Sidney or Seattle. 
(See the sidebar “Planning Your Visit to Haida 
Gwaii” for details.)

CroSSING HeCAte
We started our cruise to Haida Gwaii from Prince 
Rupert. The northern route from Ogden Channel 
and the Spicer Island group offers the shortest 
crossing of formidable Hecate Strait, about 65 

these “islands on the edge” are alive with the spirit of the haida  
people, and a Cruise here is an unforgettable experienCe

Story & Photos by Mark Bunzel

the Spirit of 

 Our flotilla of Grand Banks yachts 
rafted together in sunny, calm condi-

tions while we explored SGang Gwaay 
and the village of Ninstints.

HAIdA GWAII
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miles. The strait is shallow, from 50 to 115 feet in 
depth, the result of layers of sediment from the ice 
age deposited over millions of years. Strong winds 
are common here year-round and can whip up short, 
confused seas that make for uncomfortable passages. 
It is important to choose weather windows carefully 
here. It is wise to start crossings as early as possible in 
the day when the winds should be lighter.

We were part of a flotilla of five Grand Banks 
yachts on charter from Bellingham, Washington-
based NW Explorations. The flotilla was returning 
from a summer cruise in Southeast Alaska. (NW 
Explorations runs a unique program of guided 
flotillas where one can charter a yacht for two week 
or more legs.) The fleet ranged from 42’ to 52’, 
some with stabilization and some without. A cross-
ing speed of 8.5 knots was set with our boat M/V 
Deception, a GB 49, in the lead, NW Explorations 
owner Brian Pemberton at the helm.

To minimize our crossing time to Queen 
Charlotte City on Graham Island, the fleet spent 
the night before departure in a beautiful anchor-
age in the Spicer Island group. The forecast for 
our eight-hour crossing appeared fine in the early 
morning, with the probability that winds would 
pick up near midday. The midpoint of our crossing, 
the North Hecate Strait weather buoy (46183), 
reported calm conditions for our departure. We 
planned to monitor the buoy reports throughout 
our crossing. As a precaution, all of the boats were 
secured and prepared for heavy seas. Though we 
had occasional periods of fog and soft rain, seas 
were unusually calm for the entire crossing.

We arrived at Maude Channel which separates 

Graham Island to the north and Moresby Island to 
the south. We passed Skidegate on the northern 
shoreline, site of the park reserve offices and the 
Haida Heritage Centre where our orientation briefing 
was held. Near the Queen Charlotte City floats there 
are shops, restaurants and a pub just a short walk 
away. You can also anchor in nearby Bearskin Bay. 

We spent the next day exploring the area and 
provisioning. The briefing that afternoon was 
informative, and the exhibits and ceremonial poles 
on display were impressive as we began to learn 
more about Haida culture.

SCeNIC pASSAGeS
The next morning we timed our early departure to 
pass through Louise Narrows one hour before high 
tide. This small-boat passage is scenic, shallow 
and narrow, just 30 feet across in places. It is best 
to travel through it before high water—if you run 
aground, the rising tide will float you off.

We could see sea urchins on the bottom through 
the clear water of the narrows. In places, the depth 
sounder showed less than five feet under our keel, 
adding a bit of excitement to the passage. We filed 
through with a Securité call on VHF 16 and a sound 
of the horn. Opposing traffic would have to wait 
once we entered the narrows—there was definitely 
not room for two vessels to pass safely.

Once through the narrows, just under a mile 
in length, we continued through Selwyn Inlet and 
worked our way down to narrow Dana Passage. 
Here the water was deeper and the narrow 
section was about 100 yards wide.

Next, we entered Logan Inlet and crossed 

Queen CHArLotteS

 Louise Narrows 
is a scenic, narrow 

and shallow channel 
but passable for 

vessels up to 50’ 
with caution. Plan 

your transit for close 
to high tide to allow 

the vessel to float off 
it runs aground.
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the boundary of the park reserve and the Haida 
Heritage Site. We continued under clear blue skies, 
watching for bears and other wildlife. We turned 
into Crescent Inlet, our overnight anchorage, just 
outside the reserve. An evening in Crescent Inlet 
does not require payment of the reserve’s daily fee.

The head of Crescent Inlet was a perfect 
anchorage, well protected with a snow-laced bowl 
above. There was a creek bed to explore and an area 
noted in the harbour diagram as a grassy meadow. 
“Grassy meadow” is code for bear country and we 
kept our eyes open. Sure enough, a black bear soon 
ambled out to munch on the grass.

Hot SprINGS
The next morning started once again under a sunny 
Pacific high. Soon we were back inside the reserve 
on our way to Hot Spring Island, the first of the 
Haida protected sites with a procedure for us to 
follow before coming ashore. 

Hot Spring Island, with its baths, is one of the 
most popular sites in Gwaii Haanas. The water is 
part of an old aquifer fed by rainwater percolating 
down on much larger Lyell Island, about three 
miles to the north. Some of the water hits a thin 
spot in the earth’s surface, where it is superheated 
and bubbles up on Hot Spring Island. There it is 
directed into rock pools that overlook the water.

We had heard about the Haida native watchmen in 
the protected areas and we wondered what to expect. 
We called one hour ahead on their radio frequency, 
VHF 06, and they advised us to call when we arrived. 
Only 12 people are allowed on the island at one 
time and we divided our group accordingly. Once we 
anchored the boats, we checked in and were told 

Queen CHArLotteS

Preparations for a visit to Haida Gwaii must start well in ad-
vance. Reservations are required for your vessel, and the entire 
crew needs to attend an orientation briefing before entering the 
Protected Areas of the Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve and 
Haida Heritage Site. A daily fee needs to be paid for each mem-
ber of your crew for the days they will be in the reserve. Details 
on fees and reservations can be found on the Parks Canada 
Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve website: http://www.pc.gc.
ca/pn-np/bc/gwaiihaanas/index.aspx. 

Determine your itinerary and the days you plan to be in the 
protected areas of the park. Make your reservation with 
Parks Canada Gwaii Haanas office at 1-877-559-8818. 
Reservations are accepted after April 1. July to mid-August 
is the most popular time to visit the reserve and availability is 
limited, so make reservations early.

You can attend the orientation at the Haida Heritage Centre 
the day before you enter the reserve. For several years, Parks 
Canada has also offered orientation sessions in Vancouver, Sid-
ney and Seattle in early May. Call the number above to inquire 
about the schedule. If you and your crew take the orientation 
program before your visit you may bypass Queen Charlotte City 
and head directly into the reserve.

Many cruisers depart from just south of Prince Rupert for the 
shortest crossing of Hecate Strait, 65 miles. You could also go 
directly to Haida Gwaii from the top of Vancouver Island for a 
possible overnight crossing of 120 miles, weather and boat 
speed permitting. 

BC Ferry service from Prince Rupert to Queen Charlotte City is 
available for those with trailerable boats.

Cruising information is available in Exploring the North Coast 
of British Columbia by Don and Reanne Douglass, available 
from FineEdge.com.

A very good travel guide is Haida Gwaii—The Queen Char-
lotte Islands by Dennis Horwood. It is available at many 
bookstores and online.

If you wish to learn more about SGaang Gwaay, the book 
Ninstints—Haida World Heritage Site by George F. MacDon-
ald includes many pictures and illustrations depicting the 
interesting history of the village, its houses and poles. 

pLANNING Your VISIt to HAIdA GWAII

 The Haida did 
not understand 

why hot steam and 
water bubbled up 
to the surface and 
assumed it was a 
place for the gods 

on Hot Spring Island. 
Today, the naturally 
warmed rock pools 

overlook the anchor-
age and a view that 

rivals anywhere in 
the world.

http://FineEdge.com
http://www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/gwaiihaanas/index.aspx
http://www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/gwaiihaanas/index.aspx
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Visit our stores! For the location nearest you,
or to shop 24/7, go to westmarine.com

Follow us on:
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a free QR code reader app.
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• Shop online anytime
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We invite you to embark on an unforgettable sailing adventure in 
St. Croix. Glide across our turquoise seas and head toward whatever 
speck on the horizon you choose to pursue. Your journey through our 
majestic waters will be exciting, thrilling, and wonderfully memorable. 

Start your adventure at visitUSVI.com.  

© 2012 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism

800.372.USVI

set sail 
   for adventure
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that a group was still on the island and they would call 
us in next. In less than an hour we got the call. The 
first group was shuttled over and greeted warmly by the 
watchmen, David and Paul. As we walked up the white 
shell-lined path, David told us the history of the island. 
The Haida viewed this as a mystical place. They did 
not fully understand the steam and hot water bubbling 
up to the surface and thought it might be special land 
associated with the gods. 

There were three natural rock pools at three 
different temperatures and a shower building. The 
water in all of the pools was fresh and high in mineral 
content, but without a sulfurous odour. Most of us 
chose the moderately warm Cliffside Pool, with its 
view of the anchored boats below. Under sunny skies, 
with the mountains of Moresby Island on the western 
horizon, the view was incredible. 

After a delightful one-hour soak, we headed 
back to our boats feeling very relaxed. Soon we 
were under way to our evening anchorage in 
Marshall Inlet. There are many inlets with suitable 
anchorage along this shoreline. To maintain the 
remote experience, the reserve has a rule that you 
are not allowed to anchor in a cove or inlet with 
another boat or group in sight. We rarely encoun-
tered another boat in Gwaii Haanas.

HIStorIC ISLANd
The next day we proceeded to Rose Harbour at 
the south end of Moresby Island, and to Anthony 
Island, or SGang Gwaay, as it is known in the Haida 

language. SGang Gwaay lies a few miles offshore to 
the west, shrouded in mist and looking otherworldly 
as you approach from Houston Stewart Channel. 
It appears to float, almost alone, amid the crashing 
waves of the open Pacific beyond. Anthony Island 
is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
It is a place few of us will ever have the privilege of 
seeing, as it can only be visited by boat.

The Haida watchmen at SGang Gwaay advised 
us to anchor in the cove on the northwest corner 
of the island and bring the dinghies ashore on the 
beach in a small protected cove on the western side. 
Once ashore, we followed the trail into the thick 
rainforest, its entrance marked by an orange fishing 
float hanging in the trees. As we walked in silence, 
with rocky outcroppings around us, we felt the spirit 
of the people who once inhabited this island. 

When you emerge into the site of the old village 
of Ninstints, or SGang Gwaay Llnagaay, the spirit 
takes your breath away. You are surrounded by a 
field of ancient carved cedar poles that recount the 
history of the former chiefs and their families. The 
ruins of the old red cedar houses are just beyond 
and you begin to sense what this once-vibrant 
village might have felt like 150 or more years ago.

James, the watchman, pointed out the first 
pole and told us the story of the chief and his clan 
through the carved figures on the pole. Ceremonial 
poles were displayed inside and outside a house 
to tell the story of the family. Until very recently 
there was no written Haida language; oral history 

Queen CHArLotteS

 In the site of 
the old village of 

Ninstints or SGang 
Gwaay Llnagaay, 

the spirit takes your 
breath away. A field 

of ancient carved 
cedar poles details 

the history of the 
former chiefs and 

their families.
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carried the Haida story from person to person, or 
it was told on carved poles. The poles were carved 
with basic tools like mussel shells and the hip bone 
of a bear. Mortuary poles were cut from logs that 
were raised upside down and set in rock and sand, 
with an opening carved into the broad top of the 
log to receive a bentwood box holding the body of 
the deceased chief.

The 14 to 20 houses of Ninstints sheltered 
a community of up to 400 people. Some of the 
houses were constructed with three tiers leading 
down to a fire pit in the centre. The chief of the 
village, the clan, or the house, and his family 
would occupy space against the back wall, while 
those of lesser stature arrayed themselves on the 
tiers moving forward towards the doorway. They 
slept on beds made of pillowy moss from the 
forest and stayed warm under sea otter pelts. The 
waters around the island provided mussels, clams, 
crab and fish. Part of the catch would be dried or 
smoked for later. There was plenty to eat and it 
was shared among all.

We learned that the entrance to the lagoon, 
formed by the islet in front of the village, allowed 
water access for the canoes on the beach. 
Neighbouring clans would enter and signal their 
intentions. Raised paddles meant they came in 
peace. Some would enter paddling in reverse with 
their backs to the village, showing trust.

Canoes were shaped and hollowed out of the 

mightiest old-growth yellow cedar logs felled from 
neighbouring islands. The canoes were massive and 
could carry over two tons of people and cargo. Some 
were more than 65’ long, with a beam of 10 to 20’. 
The Haida were expert seafarers and skilled in long-
distance navigation. There are stories of Haida war 
canoe flotillas traveling as far as Baja California. 

It is only a matter of time before this special 
place will return to nature and exist no more. While 
the poles were reset years ago, the policy now is to 
let them fall as they naturally decay. In the Haida 
culture, this represents the fading memory of their 
ancestry. James showed us pictures of the remain-
ing poles as they stood in 1908 and again in 1947; 
we could see notable deterioration. It was clear 
that what we were seeing was something our next 
generation would probably never be able to see.

We departed for our boats on the trail past 
the poles and the foundations of the old houses, 
walking silently through deep cuts in the rocks 
that towered over two-and-half stories above us. 
It was a reminder of how small we are and how 
short our time is in the larger context of human 
habitation on this earth. 

Mark Bunzel is editor and publisher of the 
Waggoner Cruising Guide, and the publisher at 
Fine Edge Nautical Publications. He is also the 
co-author of Cruising the Virgin Islands, the best-
selling guide to the US and British Virgin Islands. 

Queen CHArLotteSQueen CHArLotteS

 Top left: Over 150 
years ago this beach 
in front of the village 

of Ninstints would 
have been full of 

magnificent carved 
and painted war 

canoes, some over 
65’ long.

 Top right: The 
carvings on the 
cedar poles of 

Ninstints are over 
125 years old and 

deteriorating in the 
weather. This carving 
represents the eagle 
and may be a tribute 

to the chief of the 
Eagle Clan.

 Bottom left: 
Haida Watchman 

David welcomed us 
warmly and provided 

a comprehensive 
briefing on the 

history and legend of 
Hot Spring Island.

 Bottom right:  
On bear watch.
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introduCed at the new york boat show in january 2012, the new 
freedom 285 from grady-white is a brawney big bow rider that 
features a surprisingly spaCious enClosed head under the 
starboard side Console, has 65 sQuare feet (6.04m2) of wide-open 
CoCkpit spaCe, an optional eleCtriC grill and plenty more fea-
tures to delight the whole family.

GrAdY’ preferS to call the design 
a dual console and Grady-White 
customers are showing great enthusi-
asm for dual console boats, in large part 
because this style is so well suited to 
families who participate in a variety of 
water sports and leisure activities. 

One look tells you this boat was 
built to fish and the Freedom 285 has 
many great fishing features, but it can 
do a lot more. This boat can handle 
coastal conditions in BC or the St. 
Lawrence around Montreal in comfort 
and it could also sprint through the 
Trent Severn or the Rideau taking 
you from one resort to another. Not 
everyone wants to sleep onboard. Stay 
at a waterfront B&B!

This new 28-foot Freedom 285 
is a full foot wider at the beam than 

her sistership, the Freedom 275, and 
with the 65 square foot cockpit space, 
people have room to roam for social-
izing plus there is generous storage 
space to carry all types of gear; not just 
for fishing but diving, camping, tubing, 
wakeboarding or skiing. 

Yes, it’s a big boat, but with twin 
Yamaha 250s this boat can handle just 
about anything. The acceleration is 
overwhelming; plenty to plan off a load 
of passengers or pull up skiers. You have 
a sizable wake at boarding speeds and 
yet at slalom ski speeds, the hull lifts 
enough that the wake is manageable.

The Grady-White 285 Freedom 
features a SeaV2® hull designed by 
C. Raymond Hunt Associates and the 
ride and handling are impressive. Our 
test boat had the twin Yamaha F250 

Offshore models which are 250hp 
V6 engines with big displacement, 
twin overhead cams and electronic 
multi-point fuel injection. These are 
very quiet, smooth and powerful; able 
to run trolling speeds or race up to 
50mph top speeds.

grady white 285 freedom

 Grady-White has developed their own tradition for styling with what we 
call a “Carolina shear”, lots of bow flair to send spray out to the sides and 
our test boat had the very versatile and protective hardtop. ENGINE RPM SPEED MPH

1500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.4 
2000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.3 
2500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.9 
3000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.5 
3500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.0 
4000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
4500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 
5000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.2 
5500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47.8 
6000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51.5

CRUISING SPEED rpm / mph 
3,000 / 24.5

SPECIFICATIONS: 
LENGTH: 28’ / 8.53 m 
BEAM: 9’6” / 2.89 m

WEIGHT Without Engines:  
5980 lb / 2713 kg

FUEL CAPACITY: 218 gal / 825 L

PRICE: $166,190 USD

Test boat and performance data provided 
by and price quoted by: Grady-White Boats, 
http://www.gradywhite.com/

SpeCIfICAtIoNS

By Andy Adams

freedom to go
performance to get there

WHere You WANt
FAST!

http://www.gradywhite.com/
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MARTIN MARINE

Inflatable PFD with MITTM

Lighter, simpler and all-
around better, this little PFD 
packs a lot of benefits into 
its stylish figure. Manual 
MD2051; Automatic MD2053

Inflatable PFD with HITTM

Neoprene ComfortCollarTM 
with SecureZipTM closure 
and heavy-duty coated nylon. 
With or without safety harness 
MD3153

We have the neW, automatic, canadian coast guard 
approved vests, With or Without sailing harnesses! 

very competitive prices With a great selection

$30 rebates on select mustang m.i.t. 
inflatable jackets. see in store for details!

121 West 1st Street, North Vancouver, B.C. 

Phone: 604-985-0911
Toll Free: 1-866-985-0911

FREE PARKING

yachtpaint.com

NEW ERA OF INNOVATION

The Commander XP optics are not only the brightest marine binocular you’ll ever see,
they are also the sharpest. We’ve developed a new broad-band HD optics formula that
will enhance your vision and make your eyes more perceptive in all light conditions. In
addition, the XP optics are protected with Steiner’s exclusive “NANO” Protection hard-shell
hydrophobic coating that sheds water and mist off the objective and eyepiece lenses.

Visit your local Steiner dealer today and see what you may be missing.
www.steiner-binoculars.com

Steiner 7x50 Commander XP with
integrated illuminated compass.
Also available without compass.

http://yachtpaint.com
http://www.steiner-binoculars.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.bayportyc.com


40 Canadian Yacht ing August 2012

The big Yamaha’s are a key part of 
the Grady-White’s versatility. You can 
actually order a 285 Freedom with 
twin Yamaha 300 hp V8s, but the 250s 
deliver stellar performance and will 
likely save some fuel.

Or, maybe you want to extend your 
range! This rig gets close to 2mpg at 
cruising speeds in the mid-20’s.

It is a boat that can really go places. 
Spending a day on the water is realistic 
thanks to the enclosed head under the 
port side console. An adult can change 
clothes in this console area according 
to the builder, so you can go from a 
day on the water direct to a waterside 
restaurant for dinner. 

If you order the optional grill 
arrangement, you can feed the crew 
and Grady-White includes a standard 
removable table that fits either the 
bow or cockpit. 

The bow area starts with the 
Lewmar electric windlass and covered 
anchor locker to make mooring out 
much easier. There is seating for four 
around the removable table, drink 
holders, speakers and abundant storage 
under the seats. An optional insert 
turns the bow into a fishing platform 
or a perfect sunning station. We really 
liked the sturdy bow handrails that are 

recessed a bit for safety.
A folding door securely blocks the 

wind from blowing into the interior 
if the weather is cool or rainy and of 
course, the windshield swings closed 
and latches. In addition to the head, 
the lockable port console includes a 
compartment that runs forward, under-
neath the bow seating, for storage of 
rods, skis or other long items and in the 
starboard side console under the helm, 
there is more lockable storage space. 
There is even a handy pullout drawer 
under the helm for odds and ends.

The helm area is protected by a 
large windshield and there is a deluxe 
adjustable pedestal seat and a footrest. 
Optionally you can get an electronically 
adjustable helm lean bar seat. Behind 
the helm seat is a sink, storage drawer 
and trash compartment. The sink can 
be replaced with a 1300-watt grill 
which is a great option although a por-
table BBQ can mount in a rod holder if 
you don’t want to sacrifice the sink.

The cockpit seating is also very 
versatile with a port side lounge seat 
that’s electronically extendable to 
become a sunlounger augmented by 
Grady-White’s patented aft bench 
seat that easily folds away. The 
cockpit goes from family entertaining 

to serious fishing in a snap.
There are four gunwale rod holders 

and a horizontal rack for three rods on 
deck. A 32-gallon livewell is available 
with interior light, a full column distri-
bution inlet, and 1100 GPH  pump. 

Most owners will choose the 
optional hardtop with its storage 
nets, two speakers and spreader 
lights. The standard insulated 185 
quart aft fish box  with cutting board 
and 135 quart forward starboard fish 
box both drain overboard. 

For water sports of all kinds, there 
is a swim platform accessed through a 
fiberglass transom door with heavy-duty 
positive locking latch. The four-step 
boarding ladder is easy to deploy and 
there’s a freshwater shower at the 
transom which is especially appreciated 
in salt water areas. 

Like every Grady-White, the 
Freedom 285 is self-bailing through 
scuppers and the boat is foam-filled for 
flotation. From our experiences with 
both the new 285 Freedom and several 
other Grady-White models before that, 
the boat shows evidence of high quality  
in all the fittings and feels rock-solid 
on the water. Whatever your summer 
interests may be, this is a boat that 
could be a great companion! 

grady white 285 freedom

 The optional Kenyon grill is located behind the helm seat. With this, you can make something hot and delicious for 
the gang.  This is where most of the living takes place; the 65 square-foot cockpit features toe rails and padded 
bolsters for fishing, a huge fish box across the transom and a livewell with cutting board, rod holders, freshwater 
wash down, transom shower and transom door and you can always find a little shade under the hardtop.

 For added comfort and tanning, this portside lounge 
seat extends about a foot and a half. It’s a clever design. 

 You can’t really appreciate the size of 
this space until you’re in it. There’s lots 
of depth for security, seating room for 
several people to snack and enjoy the 

sun and Grady-White includes features 
like recessed cleats, a serious anchor 

locker and electric windlass.

 The builders say there is enough room in the 
head to change your clothes and it’s fully enclosed 
under the port side console ensuring that everyone 
has a comfortable day out on board the boat.
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WE MAKE BOATING MORE AFFORDABLE!

MASSIVE
July 19, 20 & 21, 2012

1667 West 5th Avenue, Vancouver, BC  
Phone 604-733-7031

VANCOUVER

3560 Moncton Street, Richmond, BC
Phone 604-277-7031

RICHMOND

*LIMITED QUANTITIES ON DOOR CRASHER SPECIALS

PRICES VALID FROM AUGUST 1ST TO AUGUST 30TH 2012

201–19700 Langley Bypass, Langley, BC
Phone 604-530-7031

LANGLEY

www.stevestonmarine.com
1-800-656-5559

100’S OF SPECIALS 
IN STORE*

ANNIVERSARY
SALE

AUGUST SPECIALS

FOUL WEATHER GEAR 
UP TO 40% OFF!

WATER TOYS
UP TO 50% OFF!

SPERRY SHOES
20% OFF!

ALL COOLERS

WALKER BAY DINGHY 8 & 10

TORQEEDO MOTORS

Walker Bay Boats Identity
4 colour Stacked Version

ASV

Breaker

Ebb Tide

Wave Runner

Ventus

Wave Runner

Authentic Original

Authentic Original

Mako

Cormorant

Authentic Original

Bahama

Billfish

Bluefish

Striper

CVO

Striper

Montauk

Authentic Original

Bahama

Largo

Bluefish

Striper

CVO

http://www.stevestonmarine.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.csbc.ca
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By John Armstrong and Andy Adams 

After more than 130 years of pleasure Craft boat building, 
Chris-Craft is Certainly the best known name in boating, at least 
in north ameriCa and the brand is alive and well today, building 
high-end boats for disCriminating Customers.

We reCeNtLY had the pleasure 
of interviewing Chris-Craft president 
Stephen Heese and he has a clear 
mission; to build modern fiberglass 
boats using the best available materials 
and techniques while maintaining a 
look that acknowledges the Chris-Craft 
heritage. He also makes no apologies 
for the cost of doing things this way. He 
knows the Chris-Craft customers he is 
serving are not looking for compromises.

The Corsair 36 was introduced 
a few months ago at the Miami 
International Boat Show and the family 
resemblance was immediately clear. 
The Corsair follows in the recent 
Chris-Craft design line of large, fast 
and luxurious open boats. This is not a 
cabin cruiser or a hardtop although the 
Corsair has sleeping accommodations 

for four. The Corsair has a large Bimini 
roof and it is equipped for all seasons 
and built to take on offshore waters. 

Canadian Yachting tester John 
Armstrong commented when he first 
saw the boat in the water in Sarasota, 
Florida that it was an overwhelming 
boat to see in person. The lines are still 
graceful and sporty, but this is a large 
boat as well. The high sides, generous 
bow flair and very deep vee hull are 
ready to deal with offshore conditions, 
and at high speeds too.

There are few 36 footers that can 
sleep 4, feed more and still run out to 
44+ mph. This is not a “go fast” bad 
boy boat though, it’s for a gentleman 
and comfort is a top priority.

The helm is a perfect example of 
this. The genuine mahogany wood 

rim steering wheel looks as though it 
belongs in a vintage Jaguar. It’s lovely 
to hold in your hands and tilts to 
whatever angle is comfortable for you. 
The helm seat is a double width and 
adjusts fore and aft. An angled teak 
foot brace makes spirited running more 
comfortable. The flip up seat bolster 
lets you sit up over the windshield and 
if you want, it is also comfortable to 
stand up when running the boat.

Directly ahead are a full set of 
analog gauges set in a classically 
inspired dashboard panel. All the 
switches and their reset breakers are 
directly ahead of the captain as is a large 
compass. The Mercury SmartCraft 
control box is one of our favorites and 
in the Corsair 36, is ideally mounted. 
Ahead of that is the joystick for the 
bow thruster system to make docking 
maneuvers easy and convenient.

Toward the centerline, Chris-Craft 
has integrated a Raymarine electronic 
navigation system and they’ve thought-
fully left a little extra dashboard room 
for accessories that an individual owner FO
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High-end elegance with exhilarating performance

 This dramatic overhead shot 
clearly shows off the abundant 

interior accommodations aboard 
the new Chris-Craft Corsair 36.

Chris-Craft CorSAIr 36
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may want to mount. With the French-
stitched trim and genuine teak wood 
accents, Chris-Craft has done a great 
job of integrating both traditional and 
modern design elements into a boat 
that is obviously built to be driven.

Opposite is the companion seat and 
again, it’s wide enough to accommodate 
two people and has the same rich 
upholstery. Chris-Craft has integrated 
stainless steel handholds right into 
the design of the seat plus there are 
grab bars on the interior sides as well. 
It looks great and it will certainly add 
to passenger comfort at high speeds. 
There’s a place to put your charts under 
a clear Plexiglas sheet. They have also 
integrated a set of stainless steel and 
teak steps into the bulkhead.

The handsome polished stainless 
steel windshield frame has a section 
that swings open and you can easily go 
up the steps to the deck forward.

The latest design thinking in larger 
power boats places an emphasis on 
above deck living accommodations. 
The Corsair 36 was built around 

Test boat engines: Twin MerCruiser 8.2L HO 
V8 engines with 430 hp each, sequential fuel 
injection with Digital Throttle & Shift and Mer-
cury SmartCraft systems, Bravo 3 sterndrives.

ENGINE RPM SPEED MPH
1000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.1 
1500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.2 
2000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.5 
2500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.6 
3000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.8 
3500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.5 
4000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.8 
4500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.1 
5000  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.0

CRUISING SPEED rpm / mph
3,500 / 31.5 mph

SPECIFICATIONS: 
LENGTH: 38’2” / 11.63 m 
BEAM: 12’6” / 3.81 m 
WEIGHT: 19,500 lbs / 8,845 kg 
FUEL CAPACITY: 286 gal / 1,083 L 
WATER CAPACITY: 50 gal / 189 L 
WASTE CAPACITY: 27 gal / 102 L 
PRICE, BASE: Heritage Edition $522,838 USD

Test boat provided by and price quoted by: 
Chris Craft, www.chriscraft.com

Performance data supplied by the factory.

SpeCIfICAtIoNS

 The helm is laid out with a skillful blend of traditional and contemporary elements from the classic wooden 
wheel, machined dashboard panel and analog instruments to the modern Raymarine multifunction navigation 
display.  The Bimini top shelters you from the sun and it stows effortlessly in the engine compartment;  The 
double width helm seat adjusts fore and aft plus, the flip up seat bolster lets you see up over the windshield. 

Sport Boats 17-30’

Sport Cruisers 24-37’

75 Forestview Road, Orillia, ON L3V 6H1
877-759-8333 or 705-327-2002

Sport Yacht & Yacht 39-61’

Motor Yachts & Convertibles 54-100’

Always open at

SKYLINEMARINA.com

http://www.chriscraft.com
http://SKYLINEMARINA.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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C o M p a n y

35 years of expertise  
in marine electrical

Meet & exceed 
strict international 

standards

Innovations in safety  
& stability

Large inventory for  
quick turnaround time

C a b l e S

Ultra flexible

Flame retardant

Cover different ranges  
of marine application

Transport Canada,  
USCG, ABS, UL, LR, BV, 

DNV approval

Made in the USA

a C C e S S o r i e S

Complete accessories  
for wiring needs

Superior quality for  
harsh environments

Prevention of  
electrical failure

Increased productivity  
& work safety

Take charge of your boating 
safety with Vertex Marine  

cable solutions.

offering a single level from the helm to 
the transom and swim platform, so that 
everyone is included in the party. 

A great feature is that the Corsair 
36 boasts a generous aft seating area 
with an electric table that will rise from 
the floor to cocktail height and then 
with a push of a button, extends to full 
dining height. When not needed, it 
stows virtually undetected, electrically 
lowering into the floor. 

In our test boat, lovely teak flooring 
was everywhere; great to look at and 
soft on bare feet. One glance tells you 
this is the real deal, not a synthetic. 

Adding convenience for cockpit 
entertaining, there is a refreshment 
area on the port side that includes a 
refrigerator and sink while to star-
board is an icemaker.

There is a Bimini top to keep you 
out of the sun and it stows effortlessly 
by the push of a button right into the 
engine compartment leaving a full clean 
interior area unencumbered by top 
bows and hardware. It’s a neat system. 
The entire stern area has an electric lift 
for top storage and engine access. All 
systems and plenty of storage too, are 
available at the push of a button.

Cabin access is through a sliding 

door that pockets away neatly with an 
attached screen to allow for bug-free 
ventilation. The galley is just to port 
and features an Isotherm refrigerator, 
microwave, two-burner stove top under 
a cover and a stainless steel sink, also 
under a cover to maximize food prep 
space. The counters are an attractive 
new material called Aronite.

Three drawers and several lockers 
provide ample storage for glasses, 
cutlery, spices and provisions, espe-
cially considering that most owners will 
treat this as an elegant day boat.

In the forward vee area, there is 
an LG flatscreen television, con-
vertible dining table and abundant 
storage in the side lockers. You could 
easily seat four to six around the 
table here and a new skylight runs 
the entire length of the forward deck 
to bring in maximum natural light.

The spacious private midship 
master sleeps two in comfort and we 
would guess that most owners will treat 
this as the master stateroom, leaving 
the vee area set up for dining although 
that space can convert into another 
double berth if guests are joining you.

To starboard is a private head 
featuring a grab bar, towel rack, teak 

grate floor in the shower area and an 
attractive white porcelain sink in the 
vanity top. A skylight brings in daylight 
while a well-located mirror facilitates 
make-up and shaving.

The test boat included a 7kW 
Westerbeke gasoline generator to 
ensure an adequate supply of power 
at all times.

When it’s time to go, just fire up 
the twin MerCruiser 8.2L engines 
and head out. These are Mercury 
blocks built specifically to power 
big boats and with 430hp each, the 
Corsair 36 flies. Our test driver said 
the boat is fast and just beautiful to 
drive with precise handling, a soft 
ride even in ocean conditions and the 
construction felt rock-solid. 

The Chris-Craft Corsair 36 would 
make a terrific downtown boat. Keep it 
at the yacht club and with little effort, 
and you could fly out to the islands in 
no time. The same thing applies if you 
were to dry-slip it in Georgian Bay.

Just meet your friends or family at 
the boat, load in your refreshments 
and make your getaway to your 
favourite anchorage in record time. 
For the right owners, this boat will be 
pure pleasure! 

 The fully equipped head is standing height, 
bright and roomy for your comfort either as 
a day head or for those occasional overnight 
trips.  The entire stern area has an electric lift 
for top storage and engine access, available at 
the push of a button;  The Corsair 36 is fast 
and just beautiful to drive with precise han-
dling, a soft ride and rock-solid construction.

 Here, the forward cabin 
is made up as a dining area 
although it can be a double 
berth but we suspect most 
owners will use the master 

cabin as their quarters leaving 
this for dining and guests.
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C o M p a n y

35 years of expertise  
in marine electrical

Meet & exceed 
strict international 

standards

Innovations in safety  
& stability

Large inventory for  
quick turnaround time

C a b l e S

Ultra flexible

Flame retardant

Cover different ranges  
of marine application

Transport Canada,  
USCG, ABS, UL, LR, BV, 

DNV approval

Made in the USA

a C C e S S o r i e S

Complete accessories  
for wiring needs

Superior quality for  
harsh environments

Prevention of  
electrical failure

Increased productivity  
& work safety

Take charge of your boating 
safety with Vertex Marine  

cable solutions.

http://www.vertex-marine.com
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  Check out over 600 exhibitors of boats and sailing gear
  Plan your next adventure in the new Vacation Basin section
  Peruse the largest multi-hull sailboat selection in the US

  Climb aboard more than 400 boats, from 8-80 feet
  Be sure to catch the center-console fishing boat dock
  Cruise down nostalgia lane with a classic boats display

For both the Sailboat & Powerboat Shows:
  Register to win valuable door prizes    “Take the Wheel” with interactive classes & demos    Enjoy free seminars & entertainment

United StateS 
SailBoat Show

october 4-8

United StateS 
PowerBoat Show

october 11-14

For tiCKetS & detailS : usboat .com o r  c a l l  (4 1 0 ) 2 6 8 - 8 8 2 8

annaPoliS Boat ShowS
The nation’s oldest in-water boat shows
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hings can turn ugly in 
paradise when you finally 
reach that secluded 

anchorage. You set the hook and kill 
the engines, but the buzzing sound 
continues...you are not alone!

Black flies, mosquitoes, wasps and 
of course, the little army of invisible 
spiders that you accidentally brought 
with you, all emerge in the stillness, 
buzzing around looking for something, 
or someone to munch on.

Hopefully, you packed the AfterBite, 
lotions, antiseptic, cotton balls, 
antihistamine for those with allergies, 
BandAids and other first aid items, but 
the best route is to protect yourself 
from being bitten in the first place.

Mosquitoes harbor more than an 
excruciating pinprick—West Nile 
virus and other diseases can lurk deep 
within this summer pest. If you plan 
on cruising to remote areas, consider 
buying an Insect Blocker™ top made 
by Columbia. West Marine sells these 
and it’s not just for bug protection.

The Insect Blocker™ top has 
Columbia’s Omni-Wick™ technology 
and their Bug Shield Long-Sleeve shirt is 
outfitted with superior moisture process-
ing to keep you dry and comfortable. It 
has mini-mesh fabrication to keep the 
fresh air constantly flowing through. The 
ergonomic design includes a drop tail in 
back for crucial coverage of your lower 
back when you’re bending over. 

There are also many simple steps 
you can take, using environmentally 
friendly products  that will reduce the 
number of pests on board.

If you are really “green” start with 
“Spider Away” made by StarBrite. This 
non-toxic formula “shoos” spiders away 
from treated area without harming them. 
In fact, the makers claim Spider Away 
will not harm any marine surface and it 
is safe for use around people and pets. 

If you want to take it a step further, 
a recently introduced product that is 
spreading across Canada is “BugTek”. 
We first saw this at the 2011 Port 
Credit Boat Show where the salesman 
actually sprayed some in his hand and 
licked it! Although he is still alive and 
well, he doesn’t recommend doing 
this. The formulation apparently 
targets only cold-blooded organisms, 
so spiders and insects are in trouble, 
but it does not harm warm-blooded 
organisms such as humans or pets. 

The product is residually effective 
and can continue to kill bugs for over 
4 weeks, depending upon conditions. 
Being odourless and non-staining, it 
is particularly suitable for application 
in enclosed spaces. If you catch your 
boat early in the spring, you can spray 
the cabin, under the boat top, bimini, 
sailbags, etc. A good suggestion is to 
spray your boat every long weekend. 
Three applications throughout the 
summer can keep those spiders 

under control for the whole season. 
That way you can reduce those black 
spider droppings which can damage 
the fiberglass surface. Incidentally, 
you can spray for fleas and ticks as 
you never know who may be hitching 
a ride on your pet, on you, or your 
guests.  You can never be too careful.

If you were not already aware of 
this, the spider droppings, mixed with 
rainwater can be so acidic that they can 
literally burn into your gelcoat, perma-
nently damaging the fiberglass finish. 
The same problem exists with bird 
droppings. This can be very damaging 
and the hot summer sun really bakes 
the “poop” onto your deck!

StarBrite makes “Bird & Spider Stain 
Remover”, a product that softens and 
dissolves hardened spider and bird drop-
pings so that they can be rinsed away. 

There are a number of product 
labels now that attest to, or at least 
claim to be environmentally friendly 
and we are not the authority on that, 
but we strongly encourage you to shop 
with care, investigate the products you 
plan to buy and ensure that people and 
pets and the environment will not be 
harmed by your choices.

Across Canada, the past winter 
was very warm with record low levels 
of snowfall. Combined with a warm, 
early spring, we are seeing many 
more insects than usual and you will 
want to be prepared! 
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speCIALC&C YACHtS
 Cuthbertson and Cassian designed, 

Erich Bruckmann built custom 50 
footer Inferno, racing in SORC in 1967. 
With her smaller 40’ sister Red Jacket, 

Inferno would help to establish a 
reputation for Canadian quality in both 

design and construction that would 
lead directly to the formation of C&C 

Yachts two years later.
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IS tHere A C&C on your doCk? 
yes. did you ever raCe against 
a C&C? likely. do you own a 
C&C? did you ever own one? the 
ChanCes are extremely high 
that we have now inCluded 
every one of the Canadian 
sailors and Crew out there in 
the Canadian yaChting nation. 

Each and every one of us has certainly 
had contact with this famous brand. I 
don’t own one, but I race against a C&C 
27 and a Viking 28 every Wednesday. 
I crewed on a 41 at Youngstown one 
summer. My first boat was built by CS, 
another Canadian builder that followed 
the example of their rival C&C, build-
ing pretty, high function fiberglass boats 
that populated clubs and marinas across 
Canada. I am reasonably confident that 
your experience, while not the same, 
nonetheless included a gamut of C&C 
related contact.

More than any name among the 
cars we drive, the brand of refrigerator 
we open or the shoes we wear, the 
C&C identity has touched virtually 
every Canadian who sails, or has sailed 
in the past 40 years. It is part of our 
heritage both as a country and in our 
individual experience.

Just about every C&C craft built 
over the company’s life is still afloat 
and that includes more than 1,000 
C&C 27 plus hundreds 24s, 25s, 29s, 
30s, 32s, 3s and 4s. The Ontario 32 
and Corvette (both Cuthbertson and 
Cassian designs) and the 35 still sail on, 
as do hundreds of larger models. There 
are thousands all over the world includ-
ing many that sail under other brand 
banners—like the 350 Trapper 27s built 
in England. They are essentially your 
classic C&C 27 and every bit as popular 

in the UK as they are here.
C&C averaged around 1,000 

boats a year according to its founder, 
George Cuthbertson and at its height 
commanded 50% of the Canadian 
market and an astonishing 20% of the 
market in the US (there were a lot of 
domestic builders in the US and yet 
C&C kicked.) As George points out, 
this was not a case of cheap imports 
to America; during that time the 
Canadian dollar was above par and the 
company was paying the best wages 
in the industry. The success came 
from leading in technical design and 
manufacturing efficiencies.

In a low key, Canadian kind of way, 
C&C rose quickly to dominate North 
American boat builders, yet remained 
basically invisible to us since they have 
always just been there. After all, fish 
can’t see the water we swim in. But 
C&C Yachts ruled not just the Canadian 
boat industry, but set a standard for the 
world from the late 60s to the early 80s.

C&C reuNIoN IN HAmILtoN
A lot of perspective on this historic 
company came into focus at a reunion 
held this April at the Royal Hamilton 
Yacht Club in Hamilton, Ontario 
organized by the Marine Museum of 
the Great Lakes at Kingston where 
the C&C Collection of over 4,000 
drawings, plus records, photos and 
memorabilia is archived. The event 
brought a roomful of C&C alumni 
together to both catch up on collegial 
love ‘back in the day’ but also to look at 
this amazing company and its accom-
plishments. And its demise.

The weekend included good social 
events, but became really interesting 
at the panel discussions. To distill 
a full day of the thoughts of many 

of Canada’s top boating designers, 
builders and marketing folks—most of 
whom are still leaders in the boating 
world - into a few words is a tough 
assignment, but here goes. C&C 
combined leading design, innovative 
manufacturing and a marketing team 
based in on-the-water knowledge to 
produce the world’s best boats for two 
decades. They are a pretty modest 
group, but yes they were that good.

tHe LASt Word GoeS tHe 
peopLe WHo Worked tHere
At the event, we fired up the Canadian 
Yachting video network to interview 
a number of those in attendance. We 
certainly didn’t interview all the big 
names at the event, but the ones we 
caught nicely captures the spirit of the 
company and its creations. 

Chuck Bentley – a wildly enthusiastic 
big boat competitor who managed 
C&Cs custom division with Eric 
Bruckmann. On a personal level, 
Chuck owned a C&C designed, 
Belleville Marine built Corvette, a 
Hinterholler built C&C 35, and two 
boats built by the C&C custom shop 
that he acquired second hand. Chuck 
said, “Of those, Manitou was my favor-
ite, just because it was a great sailing 
boat. Of their entire range, I think the 
C&C 61 was their breakthrough boat, 
because it displayed their expertise up 
in whole world, not just Canada.” 

“C&C set the standard of what 
people came to expect. They defined 
the racing-cruising genre.”

Don Green – arguably C&C’s best 
customer. They built three yachts for 
him over his sailing life—he started 
up with a 35-footer then stepped up 

the 2012 C&C yaChts reunion and ConferenCe brings  
Canada’s greatest sailboat brand baCk to life

by John Morris

Our HOme  
and Native BOat

http://canadianyachting.ca
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to a 36. Then he opted for something 
“more adventurous.” Don decided 
to take on the Canada’s Cup against 
the United States and he commis-
sioned C&C to build a flat-out racing 
machine and from all accounts gave 
the company carte blanche to make it 
happen. Don said, “Of course I love 
Evergreen but Red Jacket, the SORC 
winner in 1967 was the boat that really 
caught my attention and the world’s.”

“Evergreen, was a great success 
story going on to win the Canada’s Cup 
and setting the standard for high-tech 
design and manufacture at the time. We 
had a lot of fun, we had a lot of setbacks 
and a lot of steps forward but through it 
all, what a team to work with!”

Mark Ellis – started as a designer at 
C&C in 1970 and went on to become 
the sales manager for the custom divi-
sion until 1975. Like so many C&C 
alums, Mark went on to a high impact 
career designing a fleet of successful 
sail and powerboats including the 
Niagara 35 and Limestone 24. Mark 
told us, “In my view the most signifi-
cant boat was launched just before 
I joined. Manitou marked a change 
from the narrow Red Jacket design into 
beefier boats with wider sections aft 

and forward that were very good power 
reachers as well as upwind—that 
changed the C&C design philosophy.”

“I came to C&C from the US 
Northeast and I had seen a lot of top 
builders there. C&C’s design and 
production was way ahead.”

Don Finkle – signed on fresh out of 
school at RCR Yachts in Youngstown 
NY, one of the largest dealers during 
the company’s entire history. Don is 
the founder of the Youngstown Level 
Regatta, the best freshwater regatta 
anywhere. he said, “To me personally, 
the most significant boat was the C&C 
29 that came out in the fall of 1976. 
The class association we started is still 
active today. I loved that boat because 
we had such close one-design racing.”

“To work with the best designed, 
best performing boats in North 
America making customers really 
happy was a joy.”

Mike Vollmer – design office 1974- 78. 
Mike was project manager on Dynamo 
and Cricket, the C&C 29, most of the 
racing spars of the time. He said, “The 
C&C 43s were a lot bigger boat in terms 
of loads—big strong boats. The 61s were 
the same, even bigger. Evergreen with 

its F-board and other composites led the 
way to the high tech boats of today”

“It was a fabulous place to work 
with the brightest people! The cruisers 
of today look like the racers of the 60s 
and 70s—light commodious boats that 
are easy to sail. C&C led the world and 
changed boats forever.”

Rob Turner – joined in 1979 to 
open a sales office in eastern Toronto, 
then C&C retail in Port Credit then 
moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake and left 
C&C in 1995 well after the company 
had been sold. Rob commented, 
“Evergreen was the definitive boat. 
There were so many breakthroughs in 
terms of the design and construction. 
The sails were ‘green garbage bags’ the 
first Mylar sails ever used.”

Steve Killing – joined C&C’s design 
office straight out of university in 1972 
until 1979. Steve said, “Evergreen was 
very important—light, very beamy. 
I worked on it then sailed on her as 
foredeck. The C&C 40 was a great 
cruiser racer, esthetically very pleas-
ing. The 27, 30 and 35 were designed 
before I was there, but those are the 
classics and are still in great demand 
even though they’re 30 years old.” 

C&C YACHtS

 The attendees of the Saturday night C&C Reunion gathered on the front lawn of the Royal Hamilton 
Yacht Club. People came from as far away as Seattle, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Florida, Michigan, and New 
England to attend this gathering of old friends and colleagues. The attendees of the Reunion formed the 
basis of the four discussion panels for the C&C Conference on Sunday, also at RHYC.

 Don Green’s Evergreen, winner of the 1978 Canada’s Cup and survivor of the 1979 
Fastnet Race, reaffirmed C&C’s innovation in design and construction.

 The C&C Design Group in 1973, at the point when George Cuthbertson 
would soon take on the presidency of C&C, leaving the design responsibili-
ties to Rob Ball and the Design Group. From left to right, Mark Ellis, Steve 
Killing, Rob Mazza, Tony Godwin, Ruth Gard, George Cuthbertson, Ruth Smith 
(Coombs), Len Cox. George Cassian took the photo.
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IN CHArGING pArt I, we looked 
at battery teChnology and 
options. in part ii we reviewed 
the primary Charging system, 
shore power and the ubiQui-
tous shore ConneCtion Cords. 
in part iii, we look at onboard 
Charging systems.

BAtterY CHArGerS
With an external power source, batteries 
still need a charger, and choosing one is 
a daunting task, simply because there are 
so many available, all are “black boxes”, 
with confusing spec sheets.

 Some brands are well-known, 
others are obscure. Conversations 
with friends will probably confuse 
more than enlighten. Retailers will 
promote what they carry and have 
lots of horror stories about choosing 
incorrectly. Some of those stories 
might be self-serving, but there may 
elements of truth as well.

To start, all battery chargers trans-
form the power from the source—almost 
always alternating current—into direct 
electrical current that reverses the 
chemical reaction in the battery and 
restores its electrical power. Whatever 
the battery type, the charging profile 
needs to be specifically matched in 
charging voltage, current (Amps) as well 
as the time duration at each step. 

The concept of charging steps, or 
stages is important. All batteries—par-
ticularly lead-acid ones—will work best 
and live longest with a 3-stage charging 
profile. The first stage, called bulk, 
puts in maximum voltage and current 
but only for a fairly short period, a 
third of the charging cycle or less. The 
next stage, absorption, holds charging 
voltage constant and reduces current 
levels, but it does the majority of the 
charging. When the battery is about 

95% charged the charger changes 
to float profile, much lower voltage 
and current, but it will maintain that 
small but constant indefinitely. This 
is sometimes called a “trickle charge”. 
This will maintain a charge, or it will 
actually charge any battery, but it will 
take many hours to do so. More detail, 
including graphics, is available from 
Battery University a comprehensive 
reference on all things battery related.

How does the charger know what 
profile to use? The first step is for the 
user to select the battery type on the 
charger—usually a manual switch 
that sets the particular 3-step profile. 
The next step is up to the charger—
“smart” technology senses circuits and 
measures the state of the battery bank 
and applies the appropriate voltage, 
current, and time period. The charg-
ing system constantly monitors the 
state of the battery, and for this reason 
alone, common, inexpensive one-stage 
automotive chargers, even well-known 
brands, should be avoided. They are too 

much a “blunt instrument” and should 
never be used on marine battery banks. 
Instead a more sophisticated multi-
stage “smart charger” is needed.

The charge profiles are different 
for different battery types. Flooded 
lead-acid batteries are the easiest to 
match, but gel, AGM and Lithium 
ion all need specific and sometime 
quite different profiles. Some battery 
manufacturers call for different 
profiles than other manufacturers, 
even within the same battery type, 
another reason to get professional 
advice. If a new charger is being 
considered, check if it is compatible 
with the battery bank, and vice-versa. 
Professional advice is valuable, as is 
direct contact with manufacturers.

Many battery chargers today are 
available combined with an inverter, a 
worthwhile combination as it ensures 
compatibility of these two components 
and saves space and minimizes wiring. 
Inverters and chargers do completely 
different jobs however. While a charger 

 Note that not all electron-
ics are “black boxes” as 

the Mastervolt product lines 
all carry their trademark 

teal colouring. Shown here 
is a multistage “smart” 
charger  designed to be 

bulkhead mounted.

engine room

CHArGING  
 pArt III 

by Robert Buller
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from many of the best insurance providers to ensure full 
coverage, specific to your needs. Trust us with all your 
worries and sail off into the sunset with peace of mind.
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insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.
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worries and sail off into the sunset with peace of mind.

Please visit our website for the many  
special servcies benefiting you.

604-261-9200   1-800-460-0619     
www.dolphininsurance.com

insurance services inc.

We’ve got your back... just go boating.

simply re-builds battery capacity, an 
inverter is an output device. Batteries 
create direct current (DC) which is fine 
for most marine electrical components, 
marine radios, navigation electronics, 
even marine pumps and refrigerators, 
but household appliances, toasters, 
blenders, microwaves, stoves and ovens, 
etc. all need alternating current (AC). It’s 
the inverter’s job to turn the DC battery 
output into the needed 120-volt (house-
hold) current for appliances. That is not 
an easy job, nor an inexpensive one. The 
drain on a battery bank for these house-
hold level currents is severe, a ratio of at 
least 10 to one—all of which increases 
the demands on the battery bank, which 
necessitates further charging.

There are a great many inverter/
charger brands on the market. Brands 
include MasterVolt, Outback, Xantrex, 
ProMariner, Charles, and dozens of 
others. The key is not the brand itself 
but the performance specs that need 
to match the electrical load of the boat 
and the battery size and type. Again, 
professional assistance is a must, as is 
contact with appropriate manufacturers.

permANeNt GeNerAtorS
Boaters with larger vessels or ones 
with a larger electrical needs will soon 
decide on a permanent generator. For 
marine applications there are a number 
of manufacturers including Northern 
Lights, Onan, Westerbeke, MasterVolt, 
Fischer-Panda, Next Generation 
Power, and a number of others.

Generators are needed for the 
increasing large house current electri-
cal load for refrigeration and cooking, 
for example, as well as for charging 
the battery banks that are found on 
most power-boats and larger sailboats. 
Almost all of these fixed generators are 
powered by small diesel engines, the 
most well-known by Kubota. They are 
coupled to a dynamo producing the 
charging electrical current. Outputs 
vary according to the battery bank 
needs, but most common sizes for 
recreational boats are between 5 and 15 
kW. The major efforts of manufacturers 
today include increasing reliability and 
in reducing noise, the latter is found 
with more sophisticated sound shields 
and vibration free shock-mounts. 

For better reliability manufacturers 
are finding ways to lengthen belt life 
by reducing revs. 1800 rpm is more 
common today, down from 2500 to 3500 

previously. Diesels are already fairly 
reliable, but the occasional use pattern 
of most recreational boaters puts a great 
amount of uneven wear on critical com-
ponents. Most important is clean oil, and 
most manufacturers recommend oil and 
filter changes every 100 operating hours. 
Many generators have Hobbs meters to 
make record keeping easier.

If a new generator is being 

considered the most care should be 
given to sizing it correctly and match-
ing it to the battery bank involved. 
Flooded batteries need longer charge 
times at modest current, but gel, 
AGM, and LiION batteries can use 
a higher current and shorter duration 
charge. A higher capacity generator 
may be indicated in these applications.

Care should be taken, however 

http://www.dolphininsurance.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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For more inFormation  
contact one oF the Following  
canadian dealers in your area!

British ColumBia
Fraser Yacht sales
Granville Island
1818 Maritime Mews
Vancouver, BC. V6H3X2
Tel: 604-734-3344
www.fraseryachtsales.com

oNtario
Navy Point marine
One Point Street East
Mississauga, ONT. L5G4S2
Tel: 905-271-2222
www.navypointmarine.com

QueBeC
Performance marine
911, Rue Principale
St. Paul de l’ile aux Noix J0J1G0
Tel: 450-291-5000
www.groupeperformancemarine.com

Maneuver over 360° in all directions: forward, astern,  

sideways or diagonally, at your desired speed and  

bring your boat gently alongside.
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Sail Drive + 360° Rotating Pod + Bow Thruster  =  Joystick Docking 

    at your fingertips!

The Concept is Simple
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engine room
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Invest in What You Value

JEANNEAU

57to match unit capabilities 
closely, as installing a 
higher capacity than 
is needed is not wise. 
Running a generator at 
less than ideal load can 
cause premature wear 
and early replacement 
of components. Most boaters 
want to have as little noise as 
possible from their generator set, as do 
their neighbors in remote anchorages. 
So noise-canceling is important. Some 
generators are so well noise-cancelled 
that the only sound is water being 
pumped from their cooling system. 
That’s quiet, but some models can 
even be installed with an under-water 
exhaust that is essentially silent. At a 
premium price, of course.

Existing generators are a classic 
compromise. They produce 120v 
house current for appliances, then 
covert to DC (rectify) to charge bat-
teries. Transitional losses abound. 
But one more option is available, a 
DC generator. Without needing to 
convert current from AC back to DC 
a new DC generator can operate at 
higher efficiencies, with less time 
and cost to operate. This choice 
means running most electrical 
systems by DC and others through 
the inverter from the battery bank. 
This needs a larger battery bank, 
but is a system that works well with 
high output Lithium ion batteries. 
This is the preferred solution of 
Coastal Craft, for example who have 
found the ideal match of lithium 
ion battery bank and DC generator 
to give electrical performance but 

minimizes charging times.
As with many things mechanical 

and electrical, professional installa-
tion is a must. Far too many generator 
sets are installed poorly and the DIY 
crowd is not sufficiently skilled for 
this equipment. Leave it to the pros. 
Particularly, water-lift mufflers are 
easily installed incorrectly and are a 
peril to the engine itself as cooling 
water can be siphoned back into 
cylinders with disastrous results.

Care should be taken on size and 
weight, as well as noise. Most boats 
will use up space for mechanical 
systems fairly quickly. Access is critical 
for routine maintenance and sound 
shields need to be easily removed and 
replaced. Engines and generators are 
heavy and bulky meaning dimensions 
are as important as performance specs. 
We’re impressed with the size-weight-
performance of the Fisher-Panda and 
the MasterVolt lines for example. The 
physical footprint and overall installed 
weight of generators can be critical to 
the performance of sailboats and smaller 
craft, so careful shopping is advised. 

Outback 
www.outbackpower.com

Xantrex  
www.xantrex.com

ProMariner 
www.pmariner.com

MasPower 
maspowerproducts.com

Northern Lights 
www.northern-light.com

Onan 
www.cumminsonan.com

Westerbeke 
www.westerbeke.com

Fischer-Panda 
www.fischerpanda.com

Next Generation Power 
www.nextgenerationpower.com

Kubota  
www.kubotaengine.com

more INfo

 A typical small-boat 
integrated gen-set, with a 

three-cylinder diesel engine, 
dynamo, and controls with sound 

shield removed, a 7.5Kw unit 
from MasPower.

http://www.outbackpower.com
http://www.xantrex.com
http://www.pmariner.com
http://maspowerproducts.com
http://www.northern-light.com
http://www.cumminsonan.com
http://www.westerbeke.com
http://www.fischerpanda.com
http://www.nextgenerationpower.com
http://www.kubotaengine.com
http://www.fraseryachtsales.com
http://www.navypointmarine.com
http://www.groupeperformancemarine.com
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 QuickCover™ makes 
lowering, flaking and covering 
your sails a breeze.

 RopeLuff™ dramatically 
improves headsail shape when 
partially furled. Polypropylene 

construction reduces weight 
and eliminates mildew.

 FullBatten™ conversions 
help your mainsail hold its shape, 
last longer and make life aboard 

smoother and quieter

 Roller-furling 
conversions... ask 
about our new Gennaker 
roller-furling systems.

 SnufferPlus™ 
Gennaker sleeve 
makes raising and 
lowering downwind 
sails a breeze, even 
with shorthanded crew.

 North Sails Canvas 
produces a complete line of 
premium dodgers, biminis, 
sail covers, boat cushions, 
winter covers and awnings.

 UV covers Paint-
on protection now 
available!

The power of 7
Your local North Sails loft has what it takes to take your sailing 

to a higher level. North cruising upgrades will improve 
performance, increase sail life and make your sail handling 

easier. No matter what brand of sail you own, North 
upgrades deliver smooth sailing and lasting value.  

Call your North Sails representative today!

Toronto 416-259-9644
 Nova Scotia 902-634-3343

Vancouver 604-271-2111
www.northsails.com

Background photo by Peter Lyons

Better by Design

onCe upon a time there was nothing….. an embankment, a dozen 
or so yards of undeveloped land, and a shoreline of shallow, 
very exposed water on the ottawa river. that was the beginning 
of the nepean sailing Club: no breakwater, no doCks, no Club-
house, no yaCht basin… and this is where the story began. 

In December of 1978 “three guys 
from Harlowe Avenue”; Bill Mantle, 
Jim Leeson, and Keith Cattell, orga-
nized a Community Sailing meeting 
because they were tired of waiting 
around for the Nepean City Council to 
develop a marina. The council thought 
that boaters were just people who 
sat around on their yachts and drank 
martinis and they didn’t want to be 
associated with that image. 

The “three guys” rallied the com-
munity and decided to immediately 
establish a sailing club. “These efforts 
soon paid off. Less than a month 
later, on January 9, 1979, the Nepean 
Council voted 7–0 to commit $90,000 
toward the construction of a ‘sailing 
marina’ on the Ottawa River… the 
facility would be run by the recently 
formed Nepean Sailing Club (NSC), ” 
recalled Michael McGoldrick.

When the ribbon was finally cut, on 
July 29, 1979 there were 120 families 
signed on (350 people) who paid an 
annual membership fee of $50/family or 
$25/senior. Bill Mantle was elected the 
very first commodore, many say because 

he had by far the most experience of 
anyone in mooring a boat in Graham 
Bay! You could land a dry sail spot for 
$30 and a dandy swing mooring for 
$40. The only draw back of the swing 
mooring was that when a strong wind 
came up, you had to run down to the 
club and check to see that your boat 
wasn’t bouncing along the rocks. You 
also had to figure out how to get back to 
shore, especially if you didn’t swim! One 
of those early members, Roberta Hayley, 
remembers sometimes hearing distant 
voices in the evening hours calling, 
“Could somebody come and get me?”

Members thought they had died 
and gone to heaven when the black 
plastic dock (which was constructed 
in the City of Nepean’s workshops) 
was completed and anchored in the 
harbour. They now had somewhere to 
land their dinghies and tenders.

By 1983 the breakwater was largely 
completed and the dry sail compound 
was in place. They dredged the harbour 
and put the soil in the compound so 
that the bottom of the harbour became 
the top of the dry sail area. This all took 

a lot of hard work and that year symbol-
ized the coming of age for this small 
community sailing club. But as we all 
know, the hard work is always followed 
by a social gathering that ranged from 
BBQs to pizza parties where the beer 
flowed, songs were sung, and everyone 
had a great time.

Today, the club boasts over 1,000 
members and hundreds of boats 
that pour out of the basin during the 
summer to enjoy the water. Located in 
a corner of Graham Bay at Dick Bell 
Park on Lac Deschenes in the Ottawa 
River, the Nepean Sailing Club in 
Nepean, Ontario has made it easy for 
Nepean residents to have convenient 
access to the Ottawa River.

The current Commodore, Peter 
Bradley, has initiated and led extensive 
discussions with the board and club 
members to come up with a vision and 
mission statement. Their four Pillars of 
Success focus on Racing & Cruising, 
Sail Training, Membership Services, 
and Facilities which are all laid out 
on their website at www.nsc.ca. This 
wonderful foresight will bode the club 
well as they expand and improve their 
present facility in the years to come.

NSC has some very unique programs 
that have made them distinctive among 
other sister sailing clubs. Probably 
number one in the eyes of many is 

yaCht Club profILe

Nepean Sailing Club
By Kate Stone

BIrtH of AN INCLuSIVe ANd ACCeSSIBLe SAILING CLuB

 The Nepean Sailing 
clubhouse from the 

water on a calm 
evening.



c a n a d i a n y a c h t i n g . c a  57

 QuickCover™ makes 
lowering, flaking and covering 
your sails a breeze.

 RopeLuff™ dramatically 
improves headsail shape when 
partially furled. Polypropylene 

construction reduces weight 
and eliminates mildew.

 FullBatten™ conversions 
help your mainsail hold its shape, 
last longer and make life aboard 

smoother and quieter

 Roller-furling 
conversions... ask 
about our new Gennaker 
roller-furling systems.

 SnufferPlus™ 
Gennaker sleeve 
makes raising and 
lowering downwind 
sails a breeze, even 
with shorthanded crew.

 North Sails Canvas 
produces a complete line of 
premium dodgers, biminis, 
sail covers, boat cushions, 
winter covers and awnings.

 UV covers Paint-
on protection now 
available!

The power of 7
Your local North Sails loft has what it takes to take your sailing 

to a higher level. North cruising upgrades will improve 
performance, increase sail life and make your sail handling 

easier. No matter what brand of sail you own, North 
upgrades deliver smooth sailing and lasting value.  

Call your North Sails representative today!

Toronto 416-259-9644
 Nova Scotia 902-634-3343

Vancouver 604-271-2111
www.northsails.com

Background photo by Peter Lyons

Better by Design

http://www.northsails.com
http://canadianyachting.ca


58 Canadian Yacht ing August 2012

the support and sailing facilities that it 
offers to persons in the National Capital 
Region with disabilities. Their clubhouse 
is fully accessible and there has been 
a transfer lift installed on the dock. 
These facilities allow a person with any 
disability to experience freedom in the 
club’s sailboats that are designed for 
independent sailing. Their commitment 
to sailors with disabilities is paramount. 
As Wendy Zatylny, director of the club’s 
PR points out, “We are proud to host 
the Mobility Cup in the summer of 
2012. NSC is a centre of excellence for 
able sailing in Ontario, and our sailors 
regularly compete in international regat-
tas such as Miami OCR.”

The club is open year round, 
which helps to keep the sailing 
community together. There are Friday 
night buffet dinners with a band, 
a Winter Speaker’s Series (which 
has featured such notable sailors 
as Derek Hatfield, Diane Reid and 

Paul Henderson), David Searle’s 
racing seminars, and a francophone 
mini-series. Once the summer starts 
there is the June Nepean One-Design 
Regatta (NOD) which is rapidly 
becoming a North American success 
story for dinghies as well as keelboats. 
Their Easter Seals Regatta has raised 
25% of Ottawa Easter Seals’ financial 
needs for the year. 

When there isn’t a social event going 
on in the winter, the gang shows up on 
the shoreline to sail. Sail, you say, in the 
winter, in Ottawa?? Are you crazy.. It’s 
Ottawa, the water is frozen!! If you are 
an ice boater, then that’s perfect! 

“When the ice is right and the wind 
is up, just come down and go sailing. 
And when you want to warm up, you 
can sail right up to the bar and have a 
drink,” exclaims ice boating enthusiast, 
Hugh Morrin. He tries to get his ice 
reports posed in a timely manner, 
but sometimes he doesn’t have time 
because he’s too busy iceboating.

But what if you don’t know how to 
sail? NSC has one of the largest sailing 
clubs in Canada, based on membership 
numbers and boat count. You can do a 
week long “wet feet” camp for 6–8 year 
olds, high performance racing for 15–19 
year olds, and offered for the first time 
this summer, is adventure sailing where 
participants will learn how to plan a 
sailing camping trip. “They will sail from 
the club and either picnic or camp out 

overnight on one of the islands upriver,” 
enthuses Hugh McGugan, the NSC 
Youth/Learn- to-Sail Director.

Don’t have a boat to sail? 
Members can access a sailboat 
without spending the time and money 
associated with boat ownership in the 
“Sail Share Program”.

Probably the most unique event 
of the summer is the “Bring on the 
Bay Swim”. All you have to do is swim 
across Britannia Bay from the Nepean 
Sailing Club to the Britannia Yacht 
Club. There are over 400 swimmers 
who compete in this milestone on the 
competitive swim circuit. 

This is a club that is very much 
volunteer-driven, with over 15,000 
hours of volunteer time put in to run 
the club, launch and haul out boats, 
maintain the pavilions and the grounds, 
and run the evening races and numer-
ous regattas. Wendy put it well when 
she said, “Ultimately, we’re about 
extreme volunteerism, kick-ass regattas, 
and contributing to the community 
of both sailors and the community at 
large. We’re a thriving and dynamic 
club, and we have a lot to be proud of.”

I think they do too. Drop by and visit 
and maybe you too, will want to join in! 

3259 Carling Avenue 
Nepean, Ontario 

 
(613) 828-1081 
www.nsc.ca

NepeAN SAILING CLuB

yaCht Club profILe

 Learn to sail starting 
out in the calm harbour 

let’s adults be kids!

 Sailors with disabilities preparing to board with 
the hoist. This year the club is proud to host the 
2012 Mobility Cup.

http://www.nsc.ca
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RECREATION VESSEL 
COURTESY CHECK

Prepare for your boating season by getting a 
FREE Courtesy Check from Canadian Power & 
Sail Squadrons (CPS) and get your safety 
inspection sticker.

CPS, working in partnership with Transport 
Canada’s Office of Boating Safety, will help ensure 
that you and your family have an enjoyable and 
safe summer on the water. 

Get a Courtesy Check from a CPS Boating Safety 
Specialist at your marina or launch ramp and 
verify that you have all the required safety equip-
ment on board.
 
For more information go to www.cpsboat.ca

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 
www.cpsboat.ca  | 1-888-CPS-BOAT

Financial contribution from

http://www.cpsboat.ca
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.cpsboat.ca
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CYA UPDATE

 Gordon Cook 
and Hunter 
Lowden, 49er.
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“ThE imPorTAnT Thing in life is not the 
triumph but the struggle, the essentiAl 
thing is not to hAve Conquered but to 
hAve fought well.”

WhEn hE sPokE these words, Pierre de Frédy, 
Baron de Coubertin, recognized as the founder of the 
modern Olympic Games, could not have envisaged 
that the initial event with nine sports and 14 nations 
would grow to include 33 sports, 200 nations, and 
13,000 athletes. Nor could he have foreseen the 
multi-million dollar industry that the Olympics would 
become or that the triumph would become more 
important than the struggle—at least in the eyes of 
those who provide the majority of funding.

Members of the Canadian Olympic sailing team 
have fought well for their places. David Wright, 
representative in the Laser Class, rose to the very 
robust challenge laid down by Chris Dold to include 
four race wins on his way to 3rd place. Danielle 
Dube, the first Nova Scotian to qualify for London 
2012, held off the challenges of former Olympian 
Lisa Ross and upcomer Isabella Bertold in the Laser 
Radial. We are in awe of the class of Chris Cook, 
forced to retire from the Finn qualifier through illness 
and then immediately putting his entire resources at 
the disposal of Greg Douglas. The personal sacrifices 
made by Mike Leigh and Luke Ramsay in the 470 
class, the former, once the leading contender in the 
Laser class, forced by back problems to switch to the 
470, the latter taking on the challenge of dropping his 
weight, to develop their skills in a short period of time 
to qualify at the last hurdle.

Our Star sailors, Richard Clarke and Tyler 
Bjorn, have addressed the challenges that face 
the more mature sailors: the delicate balancing 
act that is work/life/family/future, to arrive in 
Weymouth with a realistic opportunity to feature 
in the medal race. So, too, Nikola Girke, the RS:X 

windsurfing athlete, who inspires us all with her 
dedication and commitment giving all for her 
country. Zac Plasvic (RS:X) is another returning 
Olympian, who will be working hard to improve 
on the 2008 result. Gordon Cook, also part of 
the 2008 team, is now partnered with Hunter 
Lowden in the 49er.

These 11 athletes could not have made it to the 
starting line without the wide support network of 
family, friends, sponsors, donors, coaches, fellow 
competitors and the CYA’s High Performance 
team. Own the Podium, coordinating the efforts 
and funding of Sport Canada, Canadian Olympic 
Committee and the National Sports Centres, are the 
primary source of funding for the team. However, 
without the generous support of the Phelan 
Foundation, through Wind Athletes, the path to the 
Games would have been much more arduous. CYA 
has also been able to equip the team with the latest 
in technical and podium wear, thanks to Gill, while 
the guys at North Country Marine have kept our 
coach boats in good condition with the support of 
Mercury. Sperry has provided technical footwear.

In addition to our core national team coach-
ing staff, the Canadian Olympic sailing support 
team will also include coaches Kevin Stittle, Ben 
Remocker, Jason Rhodes and Nigel Cochrane. Also 
on the ground helping to organize the team and 
ensure things run smoothly will be athletic therapist 
Alicia Crelinsten, meteorologist Eric Holden, sports 
psychologist Colin Guthrie and high performance 
coordinator Colleen Coderre. To follow your 
Canadian Sailing team check out www.canadiansai-
lingteam.ca or www.sail-world.com/canada. Be sure 
to check out the next issue of Canadian Yachting 
Magazine for coverage on the Canadian Paralympic 
Sailing Team, we’ll be profiling our athletes headed 
to the Paralympic games in the 2.4m, Sonar and 
Skud classes, don’t miss it! 

Countdown to  
LonDon 
2012

By Paddy Boyd, Executive Director
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CYA UPDATE

 top: 2012 Canadian Olympic Team; Greg Douglas, Richard Clarke, David Wright, Tyler Bjorn, Nikola Girke, Zac Plavsic, Danielle Dube, Hunter Lowden, Mike 
Leigh, Gordon Cook absent: Luke Ramsay.  bottom left: David Wright, Laser.  bottom middle: Danielle Dube, Radial.  bottom right: Greg Douglas, Finn.
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Canada enters the Olympic sailing 
competition with a blend of youth 
and experience carrying our hopes for 
performances that will reflect well on 
the individual athletes and give all of 
their supporters a warm feeling for 
contributing to the cause. Here at CYA 
we believe that the team has received 
and will receive the best possible 
support that we can provide. And while 
the funding masters may no longer 
subscribe to Baron de Coubertin’s ideal, 
we wish our sailors the best of luck, 
knowing that they will “fight well”.

DAviD WrighT
Born: Montreal, QC
Hometown: Toronto ON
Yacht Club: RCYC
Boat: Laser
Achievements: 6th at Sail for Gold, 

National Champion 2002
Education: USMMA

When David was 10 he entered the 
Hudson Learn-to-Sail program. At 13 
he joined the Hudson Yacht Club race 
team and raced a Laser Radial, though 
it was quite a lot of boat for a small 
sailor. The next year he was generously 
loaned a Byte by the Miranda Memorial 
Fund, and that year won the Canadian 
Championship and finished third in the 
Canadian Youth Championship.

A family move to Oakville in 
1997 enabled David to join the Royal 
Canadian Yacht Club High Performance 
Team. There he found himself sur-
rounded by a group of very motivated 
sailors many of whom are still sailing 
with him today. There, David switched 
back to the Laser. The results soon 
followed. The following year he won the 
Laser Radial Midwinter’s East and later 
that summer he competed at his first 
World Championship finishing 11th at 
the Laser Radial Youth Worlds.

When David graduated from 
youth sailing he became involved in 
college sailing and spent four years at 
the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy, Kings Point, New York 
learning about the shipping industry 
and representing the academy at college 
events. His entire 3rd year at college 
was spent on a merchant ship travelling 
the world. David won a national champi-
onship in 2002, earned an honourable 
mention All American as a sophomore 
and was also an All American as a senior. 
Additionally he sailed in the Laser 

Radial Worlds in 2002 finishing 4th.
Upon graduation David decided 

his sailing career was not over. Back 
in Canada he joined the Canadian 
Sailing Team and campaigned actively 
for the 2008 Olympics, competing 
for Canada on the World Cup circuit 
with some good results. However, the 
efforts fell short and he was forced to 
watch the Olympics from home. This 
strengthened his resolve to return to 
sailing with a determination to make 
no compromises. David won the 2008 
Laser North American Championships 
in dominant fashion, and in 2009 set 
his sights on making an impact at the 
World Championship held in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. After a year of training, 
he finished 6th, making him one of the 
only two Canadians to have finished in 
the top 10 at a Laser Worlds since it 
became an Olympic class.

In 2010, David finished 6th (having 
won the medal race) at the Sail for Gold 
regatta at the only World Cup event 
at the London Olympic venue. As the 
momentum continues to build, David 
earned his first World Cup podium 
result to start the 2012 season. With 
growing confidence, a new and inspiring 
coaching staff, and more determination 
than ever, David is now totally focused 
on winning a medal for Canada at the 
Olympic Games in London in 2012.

DAniELLE DUbE
Hometown: Glen Haven NS 
Yacht Club: RNSYS
Boat: Radial
Achievements: 2012 Miami OCR 

15th, ISAF 40th, First Games
Education: Armbrae Academy

Danielle Dube is the first sailor from 
her home yacht club to compete in 
the Olympics. Sailing from a young 
age, Danielle progressed though 
the Canadian Yachting Association’s 
Learn-to-Sail program, starting in Echos 
and Sunfish. Once through her basic 
levels, Danielle took up a crew position 
on the popular Laser II at age 12. She 
switched to racing Bytes for several 
years and then to the Laser Radial in 
2005. Dube is an Armbrae Academy 
graduate and a member at both Royal 
Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron and St. 
Margaret Sailing Club. She is currently 
ranked 40th on the ISAF charts for 
Women’s Laser Radial. Dube is inter-
ested in a career in Sports Medicine. 

Weymouth and Portland  
national Sailing academy

The 2012 London Olympics sailing venue 
is located 190 kms south of London at the 
Weymouth and Portland National Sailing 
Academy. This first class venue hosts 
events all year and is wonderfully equipped 
to handle the Olympics and its huge influx 
of competing boats, sailors, shore crews, 
coach boats, coaches and spectators. The 
venue was erected in 1999 at the site of 
a former naval base. Since its inception, it 
has grown into a modern facility that sets 
the bar high for other sailing scenes. It 
incorporates solar panels to produce 25% 
of its electrical use and rooftop rainwater 
collectors for washing boats. This is the 
club that the UK’s famous “Big Ben” Ben 
Ainslie hails from. The sailing here is ideal 
thanks to the venues open reception to 
wind from all directions and a break wall 
that protects its harbour from large waves.

Weymouth Bay and Portland Harbour will be 
the venue for the Olympic and Paralympic 
Sailing competitions. It is the first London 
2012 Games venue to be completed.

The venue is a combination of the 
Weymouth and Portland National Sail-
ing Academy (WPNSA) and the adjoining 
commercial marina in Dorset on England’s 
south coast.

It has kick-started the regeneration of the 
former Naval Air Station at Portland, now 
known as Osprey Quay, where new residen-
tial, commercial and marina facilities are 
already underway. It is an exposed spot at 
the western end of the English Channel, pro-
viding some of the best natural sailing waters 
in the UK, with facilities on land to match.

The site has already hosted numerous 
international sailing events, including the 
2006 ISAF World Youth Championships 
attended by over 60 nations. Work to 
enhance the sailing facilities at Weymouth 
and Portland has been completed including 
a new permanent 250m slipway and new 
lifting and mooring facilities. The project 
was completed on budget and ahead of 
schedule, providing world-class facilities 
for elite athletes and the local community 
more than three years before the Games.

The National Sailing Academy will benefit 
from the improved facilities that the Games 
will leave behind, providing a state-of-the-
art facility for elite training, competition 
and local community use. The modern 
facility also has a host of environmentally 
friendly additions including solar cells that 
produce 15-20% of the facilities 

This use has already started: from a 
community program through to hosting the 
Olympic Windsurfing discipline, RS:X class 
World Championship in 2009. This events 
program is extensive and also included the 
hosting of the IFDS (Paralympic Sailing) 
World Championship in 2011.

vEnUE:
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riChArD CLArkE
Hometown: Salt Spring Island, BC
Yacht Club: Royal Victoria YC
Boat: Star
Achievements: 4 Time Finn Olympic Sailor, VOR, 

TransPac, Melges 24, TP52 
Family: wife and daughter

Richard Clarke is one of Canada’s most experi-
enced Olympic Class, keelboat and offshore racers. 
Born and raised in Ontario, Clarke excelled in 
Finn sailing. He represented Canada in the Men’s 
One Person Dinghy Heavy discipline and sailed a 
Finn at the 1992, 1996, 2000 and 2004 Olympics. 
During the decade and a half that Clarke sailed 
Finns, he attained the ISAF #1 world ranking and 
he was on the podium countless times, including 
winning a silver and two bronze medals at the 2004, 
1994 and 1999 Finn Gold Cup regattas, respec-
tively. He also won a gold medal at the 1999 Pan 
Am Games in the Finn.

Clarke carried the athleticism and tactical savvy 
gained from his Finn sailing with him to keelboat 
racing. He has been helmsman, tactician or trimmer 
for world championship keelboat and offshore teams 
including the 2003 and 2009 Melges 24 world 
championship team, the 2001/02 Volvo Ocean 
Race as the helmsman/trimmer for illbruck and the 
2003 Daimler Transatlantic Race. Other feathers 
in his offshore racing cap include winning the 2003 
Transpac Barn Door Trophy for the overall corrected 
time and setting a double-handed record with 
Philippe Kahn during the 2007 Transpac. The pair 
also was the first to finish and the overall winner of 
the 2008 Pacific Cup from San Francisco to Hawaii.

Clarke was the Canadian Yachting Association 
Male Athlete of the Year in 1993, and won the 
coveted Rolex Sailor of the Year Award in 1999. He 
won the Gerry Roufs Trophy in 2002 for achievement 
in international Offshore Racing. He was recognized 
as the British Columbia Sailor of the Year in 2010.

The most recent chapter in Clarke’s sailing 
chronicles has barely just begun. At the end of 2009, 
he teamed up with Canadian Sailing Team member, 
Tyler Bjorn in the Star. Sailing a chartered PStar in 
their first regatta together, they were second in the 
2009 Star North Americans. Some may have attrib-
uted the win to beginner’s luck, but that theory was 
disproved at the Bacardi Cup where they finished 
fourth in an 84-boat fleet. With Bjorn tuning the 
boat and pulling a lot of the strings, the newlyweds 
went to Nassau where the wind blew like stink and 
Montagu Bay was frothy throughout the warm-up 
event and the Star Western Hemispheres. To go 
with their victory, Clarke and Bjorn won their first 
silver star. The momentum carried over to Europe 
where they were the early leaders of the 2010 
European Championship, the largest Star regatta in 
history. In the end, they were third on count back in 
a very light air regatta.

Clarke has done a phenomenal job juggling 
family, Olympic Class and big boat sailing. He is 
helmsman on the Southern Cross 52, Vela Veloce, 
winner of the 2010 Rolex US-IRC National 
Championship. He manages and skippers the Wind 
Athletes Canada Open 60 program, O Canada. He 
is tactician on Mayhem, the Canadian TP52 and he 
is doing a formidable Star campaign and enjoying 
time on land with his family on Salt Spring Island 
in British Columbia.

 2012 Canadian 
Olympic and 

Paralympic Team.

CYA UPDATE
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TYLEr bjorn 
Hometown: Montreal, QC
Yacht Club: Royal St. Lawrence YC
Boat: Star
Achievements: Mini 6.5, 2nd 2009 Star North 

Americans, bronze 2010 Star Europeans
Family: Wife Tara and two children

Tyler Bjorn was born into a family committed 
to fostering sailing in Canada. His parents met 
through the Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club 
sailing program. For as long as he can remember, 
his summers were spent sailing. His father, 
Peter, was Ian Bruce’s crew in the Star at the 
1972 Olympics and his partner in the worldwide 
expansion and development of the Laser Class. 
The family also played an integral role in the 
expansion of the Laser II, Optimist and 29er 
Classes throughout North America. When Bruce 
designed the Byte in the mid-1990s, Tyler played 
an integral role in making it the largest Class in 
Canada for 10 years running and promoted as an 
international Class. He worked the same magic a 
second time by introducing the 29er to Canada, 
where it became the largest double-handed Class 
throughout North America.

Bjorn started sailing Lasers when he was 15 and 
became fast friends with Richard Clarke. He physi-
cally outgrew the Laser in no time. As a linebacker/
defensive end on the top ranked Canadian uni-
versity football team at Bishops University during 
the early 1990s, Bjorn juggled his college football 
commitments with being on the Canadian National 
Sailing Team. He sailed the Finn with success 
from 1993 through 2000. He was a member of 

the Canadian Finn team, which included the 
likes of Larry Lemieux and Richard Clarke. Bjorn 
was a sparring partner for Clarke during Clarke’s 
preparations for the 1996 Olympics and proved to 
be a formidable match by winning the Canadian 
National Championship and placing 4th at the 
North American Championship that year.

Star sailing is in the Bjorn family. Tyler’s father 
sailed the Star for Canada in the 1972 Olympics; 
his brother, Kai, crewed for Ross MacDonald at 
the Sydney 2000 Games, and Tyler got a taste for 
Star sailing and keelboat sailing when he crewed for 
Clarke during a week of training in 2003.

Bjorn was involved in the Canadian Mini 
6.5 project, but jumped at the offer to be a full 
time Star crew in 2005 and was a member of the 
Canadian Sailing Team. During the 2009 Bacardi 
Cup, Bjorn sailed the PStar for the first time during 
with American Clay Bischoff, who had never sailed 
a Star before. The pair had several outstanding 
races and Bjorn became enamoured with the PStar.

As the 2009 Star North American 
Championship approached, Bjorn put together his 
dream team. He arranged for the charter of the very 
same boat that served him so well in the Bacardi 
Cup and he persuaded his lifelong friend, Richard 
Clarke, to sail with him. Clarke and Bjorn were not 
only competitive through a full range of conditions, 
they were second in the regatta.

The old friends sailed so well together that they 
decided to juggle a modest Star campaign with 
all of their other activities throughout 2010. The 
campaign included P2, the second PStar ever pro-
duced. The modest campaign posted tremendous 
results including winning the 2010 Star Western 

 Mike Leigh and 
Luke Ramsay, 470.
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Hemispheres in Nassau and placing third in the 
2010 Star European Championship, the largest 
regatta in the Star Class’ history to date.

Both Clarke and Bjorn are members of the 
Canadian Sailing Team and have the backing and 
support of Wind Athletes Canada where they are 
part of an Open 60 campaign. Given his size, Bjorn 
is a grinder and is absorbing as much as he can from 
his great friend, tactician, helmsman Clarke. The 
pair also race under the IRC rule on Vela Veloce and 
compete among the SoCal52’s on Mayhem.

Satisfied with their first year of Star sailing 
together, Clarke and Bjorn purchased a P2 and 
committed to a full-fledged Olympic campaign. The 
friends aspire to follow in their fathers’ footsteps 
and represent Canada at the Olympics. In 1972, 
Clarke’s father sailed the Finn and Bjorn’s father 
sailed the Star.

mikE LEigh 
Hometown: Vancouver, BC
Yacht Club: Royal Vancouver YC
Boat: 470
Achievements: Laser Entry in the 2008 Beijing 

Olympics, 1st Indian Ocean Classic
Family: Wife
LUkE rAmsAY 
Hometown: Vancouver, BC
Yacht Club: Royal Vancouver YC
Boat: 470
Achievements: 1st Youth Worlds 2006
Education: Civil Engineering, UBC
Mike is a Vancouver native who has been a 
member of the Canadian sailing team since 2001 

and represented Canada at the 2008 Olympics 
in the Laser fleet. He has won numerous regat-
tas including national, international and world 
championships. After struggling through the 2010 
season with an injured back from Laser sailing, he 
decided to switch classes and team up with Luke 
Ramsay in the 470 Class. When Mike isn’t sailing 
on the Olympic circuit, he is busy coaching where 
he has worked with Marit Bouwmeester (ISAF 
world-ranked number 1) and 2008 Olympian 
Krystal Weir. Additionally, Mike races aboard 
various yacht campaigns where most recently his 
team won the Farr 40 Worlds.

Luke is one of Canada’s best young talents. 
After winning the youth worlds in 2006 he was 
named the Canadian Yachting Association youth 
sailor of the year, male sailor of the year, and the 
Sport BC junior athlete of the year. He has been a 
Canadian sailing team member since 2006 during 
which time he has won several national champion-
ships in the Laser. Luke has recently graduated 
from the University of British Columbia where he 
completed a degree in civil engineering. His focus 
now is entirely on the 470 where he hopes to win a 
medal in the 2012 Olympics.

In January 2011, Mike and Luke made the leap 
from the single-handed Laser to the double-handed 
International 470. This challenging boat demands 
the most of its sailors, both physically and tactically. 
New sailing partner’s Mike and Luke took the chal-
lenge, and in an amazing effort have mastered their 
new boat and qualified for the Olympic Games in 
London after having sailed together for just over a 
year and a half. 

CYA UPDATE

 Zac Plavsic,  
RS:X Men.
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Zac Plavsic
Hometown: Vancouver, BC
Yacht Club: Royal Vancouver YC
Boat: RS:X Mens
Acheivements: Bejing 2008, 12th 2011 RS:X 

Worlds, 2nd 2011 Delta Lloyd Regatta

Zachary Ilia Plavsic is a 29-year-old Vancouverite, 
born and raised on the west coast of British 
Columbia. Sports contributed heavily to his upbring-
ing and as for sailing, Zac says he “was practically 
raised on a boat, sailing and the ocean has been 
a part of me since birth.” He gained interest in 
competitive sailing during summer breaks, par-
ticipating in local sailing races in small dinghies at 
the local club. He began windsurfing at the age of 
16, climbing the national and international ranks 
quickly, becoming top youth within a year. He set 
his goals to compete for Canada in the 2004 Athens 
Olympics but a blown out knee one day before 
Olympic trials put a hold on his Olympic dream. He 
played elite level hockey and represented BC as 
one of its top U15 goalies in 1997, while at the 
same time pursuing his martial arts excellence in 
Taekwondo. In recent years, Zac has become very 
involved with road biking and triathlons, sports 
which have offered great forms of cross training and 
the ability to inspire people to be healthy, active and 
happy with whom they are.

“I began a quest to represent Canada at the 
Olympics and was not going to let anything stop 
me. From 2004-2008, I trained 300 plus days a year 
becoming top Canadian and North American. In 
January 2008, my goal had been achieved, qualifying 

to be the first male representative 
in Windsurfing for Canada since 
Atlanta 1996. At the 2008 Beijing 
Olympic Summer Games, I 
finished 23rd out of 34 countries.” 

Zac believes that participating at 
the Olympics is a career highlight, 
but is not enough. “In London I do 
not want to just participate but to 
hear our anthem on the Podium. 
Being able to stand there and hear 
‘Oh Canada’ with a medal around 
my neck is what I am working 
towards; it is my life-long goal.” As 
we move towards the London 2012 
games, Zac is approaching his peak 
as an endurance athlete and matur-
ing as a sailor. His performances 
continue to improve, feeding his 
enthusiasm and drive.

Upon returning home after 
the 2008 Olympics Zac and two 
friends started the first Mattress 
Recycling Company in Western 
Canada - MattressRecycling.ca. 
They aim to divert over 450 mat-
tresses per day from a landfill in 
the lower mainland of Vancouver. 
When not travelling or working, I 
enjoy giving back to the commu-
nity. With enthusiasm for sport and 
as an Athlete Ambassador for Right 
to Play, I am able to do so in high 
schools and community events.

Ken Dool  
Born: London, ON 
Lives: Kingston, ON 
Yacht Club: Fanshawe YC and 
 Kingston YC 
Boat: VSR, Lingbow, Joker

Ken has been coaching sailing 
since 1986. He has worked at 
CYA since May of 1990. He has 
coached at three Pan American 
Games and five Olympic Games 
including 1992, 1996, 2000, 
2004 & 2008.

Some of Ken’s career highlights 
include his involvement with the 
2004 silver medal performance 
in Star class and the back-to-
back Finn World Championships 
1990–1991.

Ken resides in Kingston, ON with 
his wife and daughter.

Steve Mitchell  
Born: Dorking, Surrey, UK 
Lives: Toronto, ON 
Yacht Club: Royal Canadian YC 
Boat: VSR, Lingbow, Joker

Steve Mitchell currently coaches 
the Canadian Olympic Star team, 
Clarke & Bjorn. Mitchell cam-
paigned with Iain Percy in the Star 
Class for six years, medalling at 
four World Championships (World 
Champion in 2002) and placing 
6th at the 2004 Olympics. He has 
coached a variety of classes,  
both Olympic and non-Olympic. 
At the most recent Olympics, 
he coached the Russian Yngling 
team. Steve has also been an 
Etchells World and European 
Champion. Steve is married to 
Deirdre Crampton, a member of 
Canada’s Olympic Sailing team in 
2004. Steve is based in Toronto, 
aligned with the Canadian Sports 
Centre, Ontario.

Erik Stibbe  
Born: Netherlands,  
Lives: Vancouver, BC 
Yacht Club: Royal Vancouver YC 
Boat: VSR, Lingbow, Joker

Erik Stibbe joined CYA in 2010 
from the New South Wales Institute 
of Sport Sailing Program where he 
was head coach. Erik was Austra-
lia’s National Coach for the Laser 
and Europe classes, enjoying World 
and Olympic podium success with 
a number of Australian sailors.

In 2008 and 2009, the Sailing 
Program was awarded NSWIS Pro-
gram of the Year against 23 other 
sports and Erik was nominated as 
coach of the year. Erik’s wife Jenny, 
won Gold in the 470 class in the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. Erik, his 
wife and two children are based in 
Vancouver, in association with the 
Pacific Sports Centre.

coaches
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nikoLA girkE
Hometown: Vancouver, BC
Yacht Club: Royal Vancouver YC
Boat: RS:X Womens
Achievements: 9th 2001 Olympic Test Event, 4th 

PanAm Games 2011, 11th 2012 RS:X Worlds
Education: Human Kinetics, UBC

34-year-old, Nikola Girke, from West Vancouver, 
learned to sail at Eagle Harbour Yacht Club and 
developed her racing career at Royal Vancouver 
Yacht Club. After graduating from West 
Vancouver Secondary School, Nikola received 
her Bachelor of Human Kinetics degree from the 
University of British Columbia.

In the Laser 2, Nikola was a three-time National 
Youth Sailing Champion, representing Canada at 
the 1995 Youth Worlds placing fifth and winning the 
Women’s Title at the 1995 Laser 2 Worlds. In 1999, 
Nikola went on to pursue her goals in windsurfing. 
While living on Maui, she trained for and competed 
in the Professional Windsurfing Association’s World 
Cup Tour. The summer of 2001 was Nikola’s first 
season sailing in the 470 Class—she managed to 
qualify for the 2004 Olympics. Nikola has reverted 
back to windsurfing after a successful four year 
Olympic Campaign in the 470 dinghy. Girke placed 
13th at the Athens Olympic Games. In 2005, Nikola 
made the switch back to windsurfing.

At the 2008 RSX World Championships, she 
qualified herself for a spot to represent Canada at 
the 2008 Olympic Games. Nikola is one of only a 
few athletes who have made the transition from one 
sport to another and to compete in two different 
events at the Olympic Games.

gorDon Cook
Hometown: Toronto, ON
Yacht Club: Royal Canadian YC
Boat: 49er
Achievements: 4th 2011 Miami OCR, 6th 2011 

Delta Lloyd Regatta
Education: Engineering, Queens University
hUnTEr LoWDEn
Hometown: Vancouver, BC
Yacht Club: Royal Vancouver YC
Boat: 49er
Achievements: 4th 2011 Miami OCR, 6th 2011 

Delta Lloyd Regatta
Education: Atmospheric Science, UBC

Gordon Cook is a Toronto native with an engineer-
ing degree from Queen’s University. He has been 
sailing since he was a child at the Royal Canadian 
Yacht Club. Gordon has been a national team 
member since 2000.

Gordon and Ben Remocker teamed up part-time 
in 2003 and ramped up their campaign in the 49er. 
They eventually would represent Canada at the 
2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

After 2008, Gordon teamed up with Hunter 
Lowden to pursue another Olympic campaign in 
the same class. They have had much success over 
the last three years and worked hard to secure a 
spot to represent Canada in the 49er class.

From Canada’s beautiful west coast, Hunter 
Lowden of West Vancouver is the other half of the 
Canadian 2012 49er entry. Learning to sail and 
race primarily in Laser 2s at Royal Vancouver and 
West Vancouver Yacht clubs, he remembers one of 
the best moments of sailing, aside from competing, 

 Nikola Girke,  
RS:X Women.
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BETTER ENGINEERED SAILS
www.doylesails.com

DETROIT | Al Declercq | 586-790-7500
BUFFALO | Louis Johnson | 716-435-5944
HAMILTON | Randy St. Jacques | 905-309-7909
LaSALLE | John Amyot | 519-734-0688
SARNIA | Mark Harris | 519-542-7361
THUNDER BAY | Rene St.Jacques | 807-626-6373

Doyle Sailmakers knows the importance of listening to 
your needs. We are committed to using superior 
quality materials most appropriate for your boat, your 
budget and your specific racing or cruising needs.We 
look forward to putting our experience to work for 
you. For more information about how Doyle Sailmakers 
can help you, please contact your closest representa-
tive listed below, or visit doylesails.com.
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SOS DAN BUOY

READY TO GO – MAN OVERBOARD RESCUE

INTERNATIONAL PATENT  PCT/AU2010/000397MANUFACTURED BY SOS MARINE, AUSTRALIA

WHEN THE SECONDS COUNT 
DON’T BE SECOND BEST

The SOS Dan Buoy is patented, man overboard equipment, ready for instant deployment.

The ultra fast and reliable self-righting properties ensure that just when time matters most,  
the SOS Dan Buoy is always ready.

It increases vital visibility and buoyancy for the person overboard.

The SOS Dan Buoy system is compact, easy to use and very visible.  It all folds away in an easily 
stowed carry bag.
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INSIDE FRONT COVER

SOS Dan Buoy is a compact, self-contained 
device, specifically designed to make rescue and recovery 
a simpler operation. There is no need to set or activate the 
SOS Dan Buoy – just throw it into the water, towards the 
person overboard.

Throw the SOS Dan Buoy into the water and within seconds 
of immersion, it inflates, and stands 2.0 metres above the 
waterline, highly visible up to 1,700 metres. (Figures 1 & 2)

SOS Dan buoy has webbing loops, allowing the person to  
put their arms around the marker to help support them 
when fatigued. This gives extra support and security while 
awaiting rescue. (Figure 3)

SOS Dan Buoy is a portable rescue device, that is easy to 

handle in all geographic locations. This compact safety device 

employs the same mechanism as an inflatable lifejacket; it can 

be reused by replacing just one cylinder and activation cartridge.
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We’ve made our mark...

SOS Dan Buoy is a patented rescue device, incorporating 
advanced technology, to provide a better opportunity for 
saving lives. It acts as a marker, clearly identifying the 
location of a person overboard.

• Rescue Helicopter pilots find deployment of the SOS 
Dan Buoy an effective and accurate rescue system: 
when the SOS Dan Buoy is dropped from a helicopter,  
it indicates wind and current directions. 

• In difficult and dangerous rescue operations, deployment 
of several SOS Dan Buoys, dropped from a helicopter, 
assist in the operational timeline.

NEW DESIGN FEATURES OVERVIEW

• Ready-to-go man overboard equipment. 

• SOS Dan Buoy is packed into a portable valise-compact, ready for use. Tested to elements of ISO 12402. 

• Self-contained disposable CO2 inflation system –  the same mechanism as an inflatable lifejacket.

• A large drogue (120cm circumference x 60cm long) to reduce downwind drift. Designed along life raft specifications. 

• The SOS Dan Buoy marker allows the person overboard to place their arms through the webbing loops, giving an 

extra sense of security and stability, especially when fatigued, until help arrives. 

• SOS Marine has made every effort to augment visibility. The fluorescent yellow, 2.5 metre streaming ribbon waves 

back and forth in a breeze, allowing it to be seen up to 1700 metres. 

• Fitted with an automatic SOLAS light for night rescues and SOLAS grade high-visibility, retro-reflective tape.  

• Easy maintenance and service. Lightweight (weighs 4 kilos) and compact for transport and stowing on all vessels. 

• Service Window: provides the added benefit of detecting, at a glance, that the SOS Dan Buoy is set to go. There is  

also a service reminder inside the flap. 

• Reusable and repackable – only requires a 33gram replacement cylinder and an activation cartridge. 

• The SOS Dan Buoy has the extra benefit of removing the drogue and attaching an anchor, so it can then be used as  

a temporary marker for wrecks, channels, and dive or crash sites, at sea. 

• SOS Dan Buoy is smaller than a tackle box; extremely beneficial for safety in small boats, like the fisherman’s “tinny”. 

• Watch the SOS Dan Buoy in action at: www.danbuoy.com

• The ultimate Dan Buoy for all size vessels. Introducing a new level of safety for man-overboard.

INSIDE FRONT COVER

SOS Dan Buoy is a compact, self-contained 
device, specifically designed to make rescue and recovery 
a simpler operation. There is no need to set or activate the 
SOS Dan Buoy – just throw it into the water, towards the 
person overboard.

Throw the SOS Dan Buoy into the water and within seconds 
of immersion, it inflates, and stands 2.0 metres above the 
waterline, highly visible up to 1,700 metres. (Figures 1 & 2)

SOS Dan buoy has webbing loops, allowing the person to  
put their arms around the marker to help support them 
when fatigued. This gives extra support and security while 
awaiting rescue. (Figure 3)

SOS Dan Buoy is a portable rescue device, that is easy to 

handle in all geographic locations. This compact safety device 

employs the same mechanism as an inflatable lifejacket; it can 

be reused by replacing just one cylinder and activation cartridge.

1

32

INSIDE FRONT COVER

SOS Dan Buoy is a compact, self-contained 
device, specifically designed to make rescue and recovery 
a simpler operation. There is no need to set or activate the 
SOS Dan Buoy – just throw it into the water, towards the 
person overboard.

Throw the SOS Dan Buoy into the water and within seconds 
of immersion, it inflates, and stands 2.0 metres above the 
waterline, highly visible up to 1,700 metres. (Figures 1 & 2)

SOS Dan buoy has webbing loops, allowing the person to  
put their arms around the marker to help support them 
when fatigued. This gives extra support and security while 
awaiting rescue. (Figure 3)

SOS Dan Buoy is a portable rescue device, that is easy to 

handle in all geographic locations. This compact safety device 

employs the same mechanism as an inflatable lifejacket; it can 

be reused by replacing just one cylinder and activation cartridge.

1

32

ph: 604 325-5233  1-800-324-0414    sales@victory-products.com
www.victory-products.com

REKORD MARINE ENTERPRISES
Please visit your local dealer or contact us for a dealer near you.

The SOS Dan Buoy is patented, man overboard equipment,
ready for instant deployment.

Ultra fast, reliable automatic inflation. Self-righting.

High visibility and buoyancy for the person overboard.

being a windy day and the first time he achieved a full plane 
on a boat. “The feeling was incredible,” he says. 

Other than sailing, Hunter was also a high level elite 
downhill skier where he gained a ton of mental sporting 
maturity. “When I used to ski race as a junior, I had dif-
ficulty dealing with pressure until one day in the start gate 
I realized that the biggest expectation was purely internal. 
I was able to let go, and it was the biggest improvement I 
could have made and it applies to more than just skiing.” 
Lowden’s favourite place to sail is Torbole/Riva del Garda 
on the North end of Lake Garda in Italy. With great wind 
and fresh water, you don’t have to wash the boat down 
everyday; the region is beautiful, and there are lots of 
other outdoor activities and incredible food. Aside from 
his parents, Hunter credits Kevin Black as being the most 
influential person in his career. “There were many times 
when things didn’t go the way I wanted to, but Kevin was 
always there to help me take the next step. There was a 
time when I was moving out of youth sailing, and it was 
very unclear how to progress. I think this is still a major 
hurdle today. He kept me involved in dinghy racing at a 
time when most quit sailing altogether.”

The Cook/Lowden sailing team is an east/west collabora-
tion to represent Canada internationally in the 49er class. 
The team recently qualified for the Canadian Sailing Team at 
the 2010 Worlds and the Miami Olympic Classes regatta. 

grEg DoUgLAs
Born: Barbados
Hometown: Toronto, ON 
Yacht Club: Royal Canadian YC
Boat: Finn
Achievements: 8th 2011 Delta Lloyd Regatta, 13th 

2011 Olympic Test Event, 1st 2011 Canadian Finn 
Championship

In 2009, Greg started sailing for Canada. He worked as a 
race coach at Kingston Yacht Club in the summer of 2009 
and then started sailing the Finn that fall. His first regatta 
was the 2010 Miami OCR where he placed 15th of 35 
competitors and was carded the CYA 2010 Rookie of the Year 
following that event.

Since then Greg has been based in Toronto, sailing 
full-time and campaigning to represent Canada at the 2012 
Olympic sailing competition in Weymouth. He was selected 
by CYA to represent Canada at the 2011 Olympic Test Event 
and placed 13th. Most recently he won the 2011 Canadian 
Finn Championship in Kingston.

“For me, the Finn has been a fantastic class. Just about 
everyone is a full-time professional and the standards are very 
high. The boat requires a great deal of athletic capability so 
the training is tough. I spend a great deal of time working 
on my fitness, strength and flexibility. I receive a great deal 
of support from Canadian Sports Centres. The physios, nutri-
tionists, sports psychologist, trainers and doctors are all there 
to support my campaign.”

Greg’s long-term plans are looking for a career in the busi-
ness world and to pursue a degree in Commerce at Ryerson 
University starting in September 2012. Ryerson provides the 
flexibility to pursue his sailing goals while completing his 
degree over an extended period of time. 

http://doylesails.com
http://WWW.DOYLESAILS.COM
mailto:sales@victory-products.com
http://www.victory-products.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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watChing our boat Sea Foam steam up a Channel in the early 
morning, an observer might notiCe many things: the red dinghy 
towing in our wake, the yellow and red kayaks on the pilothouse 
roof, her salty Cabin and graCeful lines. but you definitely won’t 
miss the mastiff riding on the bow. 

At 120 pouNdS, Kona is heavier 
than our largest storm anchor, roughly 
the same size as our engine and by 
far the best conversation piece in our 
40-foot home. Again and again, we are 
asked the inevitable question, “Why 
not get a smaller dog?” 

The answers are simple. We never 
worry about Kona getting carried off by 
an eagle in its talons. Nor do we fret 
about anything being carried off Sea 
Foam while Kona is aboard. She may 
be large but she requires the same care 
as a toy breed. 

Kona came to boating when she 
was two years old, and she has adapted 
wonderfully to the liveaboard life. She is 
great company when you want to check 
a crab trap, hang a fishing line out or just 
putt around the anchorage at sunset. She 
keeps us safe, exercised and entertained 
by her wonderful personality. Who could 
ask for a better boating companion?

Kona loves our bright red tender, 
which we call Catch-Up. She knows 
it is her ticket to exploration and high 
adventure. She stations herself in the 
bow with her two front feet on the 

anchor locker. When the boat is moving 
fast, her ears flap and she looks like the 
Flying Nun. From this vantage point 
she keeps a sharp lookout for dead-
heads, dolphins, seals and whales.

And she finds them. We were once 
laying a prawn trap from our tender in 
Booker Lagoon on Broughton Island. 
This lagoon is famous for the resident 
dolphins that frequently “buzz” entering 
boats and frolic in their wakes. One of 
them chose our tender for its fun – but 
Kona thought we were under attack 
from sea monsters below. 

As the dolphin playfully swam under 
and around our tender, Kona growled 
and stamped on the bottom of the boat 
with her front legs, much the same 
way a polar bear will rear up and crash 
down with its weight to break through 
ice. She became increasingly distressed 
by this dolphin “assault” and we had to 
return her to the mother ship before 
continuing our prawning mission. 

Another time, while exploring from 
our tender in Smith Inlet, just north 
of Cape Caution, we were treated to 
the familiar sound of a whale blowing. 

Much to our delight, two humpbacks 
were feeding along the shoreline. Kona 
saw them surface and began to bark. 
They disappeared under the water for 
a few minutes and then surfaced again, 
this time closer to our tender. Kona 
was now on high alert, barking each 
time they came up. One of the whales 
must have become curious about the 
commotion and did a “spy hop,” coming 
close to the boat and out of the water 
just enough to look around. Kona did 
some quick calculations…and took a 
step back from the bow.

We have found Kona to be a great 
alarm system on the water and on 
land. As we trekked through the forest 
to explore a nearby lake, she stopped 
suddenly. Every hair on her back, from 
her stubby tail to her two velvet ears, 
stood straight up. She began a low 
growl and could not be convinced to go 
forward. “The nose knows,” I thought. 
After waiting about five minutes, making 
a lot of noise and throwing sticks and 
rocks into the brush, I felt comfortable to 
move forward again. Kona agreed and we 
proceeded to the lake without incident. 
I had never seen her behave like that 
before, nor have I since. 

Another afternoon, while survey-
ing the shoreline from the window of 
the boat, Kona started barking and 
growling and the hair again stood up 
on her back. This time, the danger 

messing ABout

our four-Legged Crew
By Carol-Ann Giroday

the perfeCt Crew, kona the mastiff is always ready 
for adventure and never fails to entertain
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Nap time!
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Yacht Services Ltd.
CUSTOM RIGGING: Halyards, Furling Gears, 
Splicing & Swaging, Mast Reconditioning, 

Large Rope & Wire Inventory

The Pacific Northwest Rigging Professionals

  SUMMER SPECIALS

Power & Sail:

•  Rigging Inspection, Service 
and Performance Tuning

• Lifeline and halyard discounts

Keep your boating safe!

604.988.3052
email: sales@pro-tech.bc.ca 

1629 Columbia St., North Vancouver, BC At Entrance to Lynwood Marina

MARINE STORE:

GENOA FURLING GEAR
Harken Profurl, Facnor

MAINSAIL SYSTEMS
Battcars & Leisure Furl

Blocks & Vangs
Travellers
Winches

Plus

...creators of the 
Shoreline Reel

FULLY STOCKED CHANDLERY AND ONLINE STORE 

For all your boating needs
901 Oxford Street, Toronto, M8Z 5T1
info@foghmarine.com
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 2 - f o g h  (3644)

www.fogh.ca

mailto:sales@pro-tech.bc.ca
mailto:info@foghmarine.com
http://www.fogh.ca
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://portcreditboatshow.ca
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was a small flock of angora goats on 
Prevost Island, standing on their back 
legs eating the leaves off the trees. 
Kona thereafter kept a sharp lookout 
for goat, sheep or marmot attacks from 
the shore near our anchorage.

After five years of cruising with 
Kona, we have grown very used to 
having her around. We hate to leave her 
when we go kayaking or diving. She has 
perfected the “hang dog” look when we 
pull away from the boat. And she sleeps 
on our bed while we are gone, a revenge 

tactic that would go unnoticed if not for 
the rumpled sheets.

Because of Kona we have enjoyed 
some of the most beautiful beaches and 
hiking on this planet. Walking those 
beaches and trails early in the morning 
and late in the evening has given us 
some of our best cruising memories. 
Some people have asked us if we will 
choose a smaller dog next time, a breed 
that doesn’t take up the same amount of 
space as two adults standing on our boat. 

The answer is a resounding no.

Carol-Ann Giroday and Rick LeBlanc 
live aboard their 40’ TransPac Eagle 
pilothouse MV Sea Foam. They boat 
year-round throughout the Pacific 
Northwest and summer along the 
Inside Passage. 

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons 
1-888-CPS-BOAT  |  www.cpsboat.ca

Transport Canada Approved

Recognized by the US Coast Guard

Access to next level CPS boater education 
and local knowledge

Discounts available on insurance, marine 
equipment and publications

Complimentary Membership Available

CPSBOAT.CA

GET THE 

CPS CARD ONLINE
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 Roton Industries Ltd. • 1628 Duranleau St., Vancouver, B.C. • V6H 3S4 • 604-688-2325 • www.roton.ca

 TracPhone® V7
•  Data connections as fast as 2 Mbps down/512 Kbps up

•  Fixed, seasonal, or metered rate plans to meet every need

•  Affordable voice service tailored for maritime use

• Economical crew calling option

•  Compact 60 cm antenna – 
perfect for vessels as small as 
50 ft.

•  Ideal for all types of vessels

•  Easy installation and use

KVH   TracPhone® V3
 •  Data connections as fast as 2 Mbps down/128 Kbps up

•  All data plans only 99¢/MB

•  All phone calls worldwide only 49¢/minute! 

•  Ultra-compact 37 cm antenna – perfect for 
vessels as small as 30 ft.

•  Ideal for all types of vessels

•  Easy installation and use

 V3
•  Data connections as fast as 2 Mbps down/128 Kbps up
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Kona keeps a lookout from 
her perch in the bow of Sea 

Foam’s tender.What’s for lunch?

messing ABout

“Messing About” is devoted to our readers’ stories, 
memories, reflections and humour. We’re interested in 
the kind of stories you tell friends and family, memories 
of good times and above all, why you love boats and 
boating. If you have a story you’d like to tell or an idea 
to propose, we’d like to hear about it. Please email 
aadams@kerrwil.com or duartsnow@kerrwil.com.

mailto:aadams@kerrwil.com
mailto:duartsnow@kerrwil.com
http://www.roton.ca
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PHOTO CAPTIONS – Use two or three of these, as space allows, in following 
priority order

Photos Credit: Rick LeBlanc

Catch-Up
Kona keeps a lookout from her perch in the bow of Sea Foam’s tender.

Galley Helper-1
What’s for lunch?

Stern C.U.
Kona rides in the bow when Sea Foam is under way.

Salon Sleep
Nap time!
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T

GALLEY GUYS

A Great Meal with a

Slight  
Hiccup!
With Galley Guys Greg Nicoll,
John Armstrong and Andy Adams

he Galley Guys are 
dedicated to the pursuit of 
happiness through the plea-

sure of connecting with good friends 
over great times centered around yacht-
ing and dining together on board.

We all have our favorite meals and 
perhaps you have something special you 
like to make when you’re on board. This 
time, the Galley Guys went with John 
Armstrong’s favorite meal. He decided he 
wanted to treat us to the rich and deli-
cious flavor of braised Lamb Shanks on 
a bed of German Spaetzle and covered 
with a flavorful onion garlic sauce.

John has always had an affection 
for lamb and over the past decade he 
has searched out and tried probably a 
dozen recipes—this is none of those.

John’s recipe is an amalgamation 
of the best from all the lamb recipes 
and he is sharing this with the other 
Galley Guys and our readers. We 
appreciate the generosity!

Understandably, a great meal is a 
perfect way to cap off a great day on the 
boat, but sometimes, preparing a great 
meal takes enough time and energy that 
it spoils the great day! The answer is 

JOHN’S LAMB SHANKS

1. Defrost 4–6 lamb shanks, rub them with 
brown sugar and sprinkle with a generous  
amount allspice, put in plastic bag and 
refrigerate over night.

2. Dice 2 carrots, 3 pieces of celery and 
2 shallots and combine with 4 cloves 
of minced garlic and 2 cups of sliced 
mushrooms.

3. Combine 3/4 cup of red wine and ¾ cup 
of beef stock with 2 tbl Dijon mustard, 3 
tbl tomato paste, splash of Worcestershire 
sauce, 1 tbl of balsamic vinegar, 2 tsp 
each of thyme, rosemary, parsley, chili 
powder, 2 tbl honey, salt and pepper.

4. Boil and peel one bag of pearl onions

5. Put 3 tbl of olive oil in large pot and brown 
the shanks on all sides then put in slow 
cooker or Dutch oven.

6. Add the carrots etc to the large pot and 
sauté for 4–5 minutes.

7. Remove from pot and pour over shanks.

8. Add the pearl onions to the slow cooker 
or Dutch oven.

9. Add the wine etc to the pot bring to a 
simmer then pour over the shanks in the 
slow cooker or Dutch oven cook on low 
3–4 hours.

10. Remove shanks and finish on BBQ, 
medium heat 20 minutes

11. Combine 3 TBL of flour with a small 
amount of cold water and add to sauce 
to thicken it.  

12. Serve shanks and gravy over a bed of 
Spaetzle that has been boiled for about 15 
minutes then drained and combined with 
butter and bacon pieces

13. 13. Serve with crusty French bread and 
your wine of choice.

Meat: 4-6 Lamb Shanks
Vegetables: 2 carrots, 3 cel-
ery stalks, 2 shallots, 4 cloves 
of minced garlic, 2 cups of 
sliced mushrooms, one bag  
of pearl onions
3/4 cup of red wine

3/4 cup of beef stock
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
3 tablespoons tomato paste
splash of Worchestershire sauce
1 tablespoon of balsamic vinegar
3 tablespoons olive oil

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
3 cups Spaetzle noodles
6 pieces of side bacon
Spices: 2 teaspoons each of 
thyme, rosemary, parsley, chili 
powder, plus salt and pepper.
2 tablespoons honey

 Looking very well done from 
the brown sugar carmelizing our 
the lamb shanks are ready to go 

and so is the Spaetzle. For the 
main course, Eddie opened a Gran 

Feudo Tempranillo which was an 
ideal accompaniment to the Lamb.
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Ackroo sets sail 
with the LO300

Visit www.lo300.org to learn more or check out www.ackroo.com 
to find out how Ackroo is helping other businesses and organizations 
like the LOORG launch their own five-star loyalty programs. 

The Lake Ontario Offshore Racing Group (LOORG) is proud 
to announce Ackroo as the 2012 title sponsor of the Lake 
Ontario 300 Challenge (LO300).  

Ackroo is powering Lake Ontario 300 Challenge’s affinity 
based program, specifically tailored to the boating 
community and associated merchants. 

How does it work?
Pick up your LO300 Card at the race.

Register your card online.

Show your LO300 Card at participating 
merchants to receive special discounts 
and rewards!

1

2

3

Gemini 105Mc Catamaran

North Lakes Yachting Inc. Sales | Charters | Brokerage

NorthLakesYachting.com | Port Credit Harbour Marina | 905-458-8207 

See the Delphia 33, 37 & 40 and the Gemini 105 at the Port Credit Boat Show Aug 24–26

http://www.lo300.org
http://www.ackroo.com
http://NorthLakesYachting.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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to have a meal that you can make ahead 
and then swiftly and elegantly finish off 
and serve on the boat.

Being able to make this ahead was 
especially valuable because we had 
been invited to join friends on board 
their boat and we wanted to minimize 
the mess onboard.

We had been invited to join Scott 
Addison and his charming wife Allison 
on board their Sea Ray 540 sedan Bridge 
at the Port Credit Yacht Club. There’s an 
interesting story behind their boat.

An experienced water skier and 
cottage boater, Scott explained to us 
that they made the decision to sell the 
cottage in favor of keeping a big boat in 
a super convenient yacht club location 
close to their home. They found that the 
logistics of 2 executive careers, (Allison is 
with Royal Le Page real estate) children 
with a wide range of interests, a large dog 
[that figures prominently in this story] 
and other factors made getting to the 
cottage a challenge.

With such a magnificent big boat 
moored only minutes from home, now 
everybody can get together easily and 
on their schedule. What makes the 
story fun is that they have never owned 
anything bigger than a cottage ski boat. 
The jump to a 54 footer as their first 

cruiser is pretty impressive!
On the other hand, it was obvious 

that they have picked it up and 
embraced cruising lifestyle with impres-
sive ease. There has to be a positive 
lesson in this. Maybe it’s carpe diem?

Being new to the boating scene and 
the yacht club, it sometimes takes people 
a while to get to know other people, 
but that’s where the dog comes in. Not 
long after his first arrival, Duncan the 
German short haired pointer managed 
to escape onto the docks and in no time, 
became fast friends with Galley Guy 
John Armstrong.

It didn’t take long for everybody to 
meet everybody else and we wound up 
being invited to join Scott and Allison 
on board for dinner.

Rounding up some more friends, 
the Galley Guys were joined by Eddie 
Sokoloff of Churchill Cellars who 
worked his usual magic on food and 
wine pairings.

We all gathered round when 
Graham Toms from Paynes Marine 
Group dropped by with a brand-new 
Canadian-made Jackson Grills barbe-
cue for the occasion.

Jackson Grills offers a range of 
products including luxurious outdoor 
kitchen components, high performance 

cart BBQ models and their award 
winning Versa Series portable 
grills. Based out of beautiful British 
Columbia, Canada, each Jackson Grills 
BBQ is factory tested to a strict quality 
control program and ours worked beau-
tifully, right out of the box and it came 
with a universal adapter to fit where the 
old BBQ had been.

While the Lamb Shanks were being 
finished off in the new Jackson Grill 
we set the table while Eddie Sokoloff 
broke up some wonderful Parmesan 
cheese with a fork, served that with 
a baguette and paired it with a Blu 
Giovello Prosecco from Italy. What a 
way to get started!

Because John had marinated and 
prepared the Lamb Shanks before, 
and had partially cooked them, we 
only needed to fire up the grill for a 
short time, warming the Lamb Shanks 
thoroughly and filling the docks with 
the tantalizing aroma of the barbecued 
lamb in the brown sugar marinade.

Then, just one burner was all it took 
to prepare the German Spaetzle, boiling 
it in a large pot until al dente. The 
bacon and the measure of butter was 
then warmed up in a frying pan using 
the same burner, the Spaetzle drained 
and tossed with the bacon and butter.

GALLEY GUYS
 John Armstrong got to 

christen our new Jackson Grills 
BBQ as he re-heated the lamb 
shanks. From beautiful British 
Columbia, each new Jackson 

Grills product includes fine 
West-Coast touches and is 

factory tested to a strict quality 
control program.
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Common sense and cholesterol counts are clearly not 
going to slow the galley guys down!

Next came a lightly wooded Chardonnay from Australia 
called “Stump Jump” that originates in the d’Arenberg area 
near Adelaide. That was a palate cleansing wine with some 
delicious baguette as we waited for the main course.

We set the table in the salon while John brought the 
Lamb Shanks in from the grill. We laid a bed of Spaetzle 
on each plate, added a lamb shank and then laddelled on a 
generous helping of John’s simply fabulous onion sauce.

For the main course, Eddie opened a Gran Feudo 
Tempranillo which was an ideal accompaniment to the Lamb 
and everyone had a fabulous meal except Greg Nicoll.

Somehow, just as the wonderful meal was coming to 
the table, Greg was stricken with a severe case of hiccups. 
Clearly this was spoiling Greg’s dinner and his evening as 
well, but Allison had a great home remedy solution.

In what seemed like only seconds, she got a tumbler of 
ice water and a paper towel. Taking Greg out onto the back 
deck, she told him to slowly drink the icy cold water, filtered 
through the paper towel. In short order, most of the glass was 
emptied and when Greg handed it back, Allison said, There, 
they’re gone aren’t they?

So, it was a great meal with a slight hiccup.
We all went back to enjoying ourselves and Eddie had the 

perfect finish to the meal pairing a large bar of dark choco-
late with his fabulous new sparkling Fresita, a strawberry 
infused Chilean wine that is refreshing, a little sweet and 
only 8% alcohol to keep things light and fun. It tastes like 
eating a chocolate dipped strawberry!

It was a very enjoyable evening dinner and a bit of 
education too! 

 While Duncan the Dog watches, our hostess Allison gets ready to sample the 
dinner but first, she had to rescue Greg from the hiccups!  The Galley Guys, (from 
the left - John Armstrong, Greg Nicoll and Andy Adams) ham it up for the Lamb 
Shanks dinner on the Port Credit Yacht Club docks.

http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.boatcan.com
http://boatcan.mobi
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Specialty SELLS boats. Visit www.specialtyyachts.com to view our listings and all of our recent sales.

Granville Island, No. 102-1676 Duranleau Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, V6H 3S4 
Phone 604.689.7491   Toll-free 1.800.665.2336   Email info@specialty-yachts.com   www.specialtyyachts.com

WE ARE A 100% ENDORSED CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL YACHT BROKERAGE

YACHTS FOR SALE

2006 HUNTER 45CC

$254,900

2003 HUNTER 420 PASSAGE

$189,900

2005 HUNTER 44DS

$199,700

2001 HUNTER HC50

$269,000

1994 HUNTER 29.5

$36,900

1986 HUNTER 40

$59,900

2007 HUNTER 45CC

$255,000

2003 HUNTER 456

$195,000

2010 BENETEAU 43
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1992 HUNTER 35.5
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2006 HUNTER 44DS
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NEXT NEW HUNTER 50ac
ARRIVING JULY

INCLUDES “QUICKDOCK” SYSTEM WITH STERN THRUSTER

Lawrence Fronczek 
CPYB

Ian Libke 
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$54,900
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Fred Warriner
fwarriner@farpointmarine.com

Direct: 604 209 2464
Toll free: 877 822 0354

Visit our website for updated pricing and details

290 Sea Ray Amberjack - 2002 
One owner, Twin 5.0 MPI B3 Merc 
FWC. Fully loaded and professionally 
maintained. Boathouse kept/summer 
and heated warehouse kept/winter. 
Immaculate and economical � shing/
cruising machine.

33 Silverton Sport Sedan - 2003 
Rare twin Cummins diesel power. 
Economical 20 knot cruise. 
Spacious salon, seating for 8 
on the bridge, Moorage may be 
available. $139,000

48 Alaskan - New! 
Purpose built for Northwest 
cruising, � shing and adventuring. 
Available now for sea trial. 
$710,000

31 Tiara Open Hardtop - 1990
Low hours and boat house kept 
with original factory hardtop. 
Less than 650 hours since new 
on the 330 HP Crusaders. 
Turnkey condition. $58,200

54 Hatteras 2007  - Legendary Hatteras quality, luxury and 
capabilities. Many Northwest options included. Cruise and � sh 
the entire west coats in absolute comfort. Twin Caterpillar power.

44 Sea Ray Sedan Bridge 2006 – Equipped with dark cherry interior, 
full cockpit canvass, bow thruster, washer/dryer, electronics, AB in� atable 
and electric Sea Wise. Excellent condition and very well priced.

Rayburn 82 2002 Spacious comfortable and 
sophisticated. Ready to cruise.

Maritimo 52. Luxury offshore cruiser from the originator of Riviera Yachts. 
Twin Cat power. Up to 3000 km range. Very well equipped. Duty paid. 

NEW
 T

O B
C

PRIC
E R

EDUCTI
ON

Far Point engages a team of 
experienced marine professionals 
ready to respond to any project, 
service need, or emergency including:

• Electronics Installation, Calibration 
and Repair

• Furnace and Inverter Installation

• Electrical Installation and Repair

• Captain Services/Transport and 
Relocation of Vessels

• Fibreglass Repairs

• Diving & Inspection Services

• Propeller Installation and Repair

• Interior and Exterior Detailing

Yacht Management Services - 
contact Far Point Marine to schedule 
regular inspections to keep your yacht 
ready to cruise at all times.

FAR POINT MARINE

SERVICE AND YACHT 
MANAGEMENT TEAM

3288 Bayliner - 1991
Twin 150 Hinos, Generator, Full 
Electronics, Furnace, Hardtop, 
and aft deck enclosure.
Economical family cruiser, and 
ready for the season.

42 Tiara Open
2 available – Fresh water boats. 
Hardtop, loaded with options. 
Cummins or Cat power

2 
AV

AIL
ABLE

!

http://www.gacheckpoint.com
http://WWW.GACHECKPOINT.COM
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BLACKFISH MARINE
L U X U R Y  Y A C H T  S A L E S

Open 7 days a week to serve you better! Located on Granville Island, Vancouver, BC. 

New Exclusive Yacht Leasing Program Available on ALL Black� sh Inventory, 
New, Pre-Owned or Factory Orders…Inquire for Details.

Check out 80+ 
yacht listings 
& view our 

boats in action!

SCAN QR FOR VIRTUAL TOURS

120' Spirit of 2010 Platinum  ......... Inquire for Details
80' Mystica Skylounge 2007 ............. Inquire for Details
65' Marquis 2008, 3 to choose from .......... $1,599,000
59' Marquis 2007 Markham Edition ............ $1,099,000
57' Carver Voyager 2001 ...................................$499,000
564 Carver Motor Yacht 2004 ...........................$549,000
500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2009 ..............LEASE OR BUY

500 Marquis Sport Bridge 2011 ..............LEASE OR BUY
500 Marquis Sport Coupe 2009 .......................$888,000
45' Silverton Convertible 2006 .........................$429,000
44' Sea Ray Sundancer 2007 ............................$399,000
42' Carver Aft Cabin Motoryacht 1991 ...................$129,000
36' SC Riviera 1999 ...........................................$219,000
35' Chaparral 310 2006 ......................................$89,000

29' Fountain Fever 2004 .....................................$59,000
28' Cruisers 2005 .................................................$59,000
85' Boathouse Maple Bay ..................................$219,000
60' Boathouse North Vancouver ..........................$84,000
52' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$99,000 
46' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$89,000 
45' Boathouse Crescent Beach ............................$69,000

New Maritimo M45

TAKE A TOUR

myblack� sh

Marquis 500 Sportbridge Marquis 630 Sport Yacht

- Available for Sale or Lease -

- Available for Sale or Lease -- On our Docks & Available for Sale or Lease -

CRUISERS YACHTS

MASSIVE INCENTIVE! OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31ST 2012
Purchase either our new 2011 or pre-owned 500 Marquis Sport Bridge/
Maritimo Factory Order & your � rst season’s fuel & servicing is on us!*

Inquire for full details!

*Pre-paid fuel amount calculated on fuel consumption at an average cruising speed as per 
Marquis/Maritimo Yacht published test result (based on 100 hours). Other terms & conditions may apply.

NEW LISTINGS

JUST SOLD

YACHTS FOR SALE

JOHN PILLSBURY
778.886.8695

DON HOPLOCK
604.231.9171

RICH ROBERTS
604-880.3806

GERRY PREFONTAINE
604.724.6788

AT SKYLINE MARINA - 7851 RIVER ROAD, 
RICHMOND, BC. V6X 1X8, CANADA.

JESSE BURCH
604-250-7972

CAPT. HEIKO HANSEN
604.760.6500

DO YOU ALREADY OWN A BOAT AND WANT TO TRADE UP OR DOWN IN SIZE?  
CALL OUR BROKERS NOW... THEY WILL FIND YOUR NEXT DREAM BOAT!

YACHT RESORT CLUB

CHARTER OR PURCHASE

127’ CUSTOM MEGA YACHT LAUNCHING 2012 
Opulent accommodations abound on this World Class Yacht. 

Huge Interior Space, 6 Ensuited Staterooms, Skylounge, 
Fantastic Finishing.  AMAZING PRICE! 

CALL RICH ROBERTS FOR DETAILS 604-880-3806

 52’ HOLLAND PILOTHOUSE MOTOR YACHT 
Very roomy and comfortable 2 stateroom/2head cruising yacht 

with only 330 hours on twin Detroit Diesels. Large salon for 
entertaining. Easy to board via swim platform & large Fishing 

Cockpit. 13’ Whaler c/w 40hp O/B. Very well priced 
at only $339,000. CALL JOHN 778-886-8695

102’ AZIMUT - TOTAL REFIT 2004
     5 Staterooms + crew, large 

entertaining areas, MTU’s, hot tub, 
2 bars, fully loaded. 

Call Rich for details 604-880-3806

53’ SELENE PILOTHOUSE 2006 Designed 
for comfortable & fuel ef� cient offshore 

or coastal passage making. Many factory 
upgrades. Only $895,000US

Call Heiko 604-760-6500

40’ BILL GARDEN PILOTHOUSE CUTTER 
Set up for blue water cruising well 

equipped and maintained. 
Only $89,000. 

Call John 778-886-8695

ALBEMARLE 28’ 
Proven Express Fisher with Great Hull 

Design, Well Appointed cabin & Luxury 
Details... Buy the Best! 

Call Rich for Details 604-880-3806

42’ NOVA TRI-CABIN Immaculate condi-
tion/boathouse kept. Low maintenance 
exterior, very comfortable interior with 
beautiful teak joinery. Ready to cruise! 
Only $115,000 Call Heiko 604-760-6500 

57’ GULF COMMANDER 
Well built 2 stateroom, 2 head yacht with 

many upgrades. Twin Cummins. Transferable 
moorage in False Creek. Only $159,000. 

Call John 778-886-8695

48’ ALTIMA EURO SEDAN 2011 
Great Family Yacht. 2 Staterooms, 2 Heads, 
large Salon & Galley. Beautiful woodwork. 

Ideal Yacht for Cruising in BC.
Call John 778-886-8695

2011 ALBEMARLE 41’ CONVERTIBLE
Fish in Style & Comfort. 2 Luxurious Cabins, 

Full Galley & Large Salon. 
Special Introductory Pricing!

Call Rich 604-880-3806 

42’ CANOE COVE SEDAN
Beautiful teak interior , great views from

 large salon , roomy � ybridge, large cockpit, 
Only $139,000 

Call Gerry 604-724-6788

90’ SCHOONER
SOLD BY JESSE!

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

41’ BRANDLMAYR TRI-CABIN
Gorgeous lines, Spacious, 2 

Stateroom, 2 Head, Twin Diesel, 
Well Kept!

ONLY $75,000 - CALL JESSE

46’ MAXUM SEDAN
Great Shape, 2 Staterooms, 

2 Heads, Twin Cummins,                          
Roomy Enclosed Bridge with 

Full Electronics, Loaded!               
ONLY $209,900 - CALL DON

INTRODUCING HENLEY 
ALUMINUM BOATS 

Canadian made, High Quality, 
Welded Aluminum boats for 
Pleasure or Commercial use. 
Lapstrake or � ush strake hull. 

CALL HEIKO FOR DETAILS 
604-760-6500

JOIN OUR EXCLUSIVE CLUB 
Join our Exclusive Club and enjoy fantastic cruising aboard beautiful, 

fully crewed Yachts like these in some of the Best Destinations 
in the World... Call Rich for details 604-880-3806 or 

rroberts@meridianyachts.ca

42’ TRI-CABIN MOTOR YACHT - ONLY $159,900 Very comfortable 
salon, full galley, separate dining, 2 staterooms, 2 heads, heated & 

enclosed � ybridge and aft deck, many recent upgrades.
Call Rich for details on purchase or charter. 604-880-3806

www.meridianyachts.cawww.meridianyachts.ca
 

SALES • CHARTER • FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP • MANAGEMENT

THIS ONE SOLD

Now Sellin
g Hull #

4

http://www.blackfishmarine.com
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enclosed � ybridge and aft deck, many recent upgrades.
Call Rich for details on purchase or charter. 604-880-3806

www.meridianyachts.cawww.meridianyachts.ca
 

SALES • CHARTER • FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP • MANAGEMENT

THIS ONE SOLD

Now Sellin
g Hull #

4

http://www.meridianyachts.ca
mailto:rroberts@meridianyachts.ca
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WHY SKYLINE MARINA?
� 8 Full time Certified Sales Consultants � 20,000 Sq. Ft. Heated Showroom in Orillia
� 2 On-water locations � Celebrating our 53rd year of Sales & Service
� Huge selection of New, Pre-Owned & Brokerage boats � Aggressive Financing Available
� Mobile Service � Several Certified Service Technicians 

 2008 CRUISERS YACHTS 560 EXPRESS 
Hydraulic Swim Platform, Cockpit Air, Premium Electronics, Bow Thruster, Underwater lights, 
Satellite TV, Dishwasher, Washer Dryer, very low hours. Clean Trades Accepted. 
Asking $689,000.       #SB949

2008 330 SEA RAY SUNDANCER -  Great opportunity to buy a like new 
boat for a used price. Stem to Stern Warranty applies till Aug 2012; engine 
warranties apply till Aug 2013! Delivered new in Aug 2011, only 7.5 hours 
on upgraded 496 Mag Mercruiser power with digital throttle and shift and 
Bravo 3 stern drives. Asking $184,900                            #SB1081

2000 410 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - This beautiful Sea Ray 410 is ready for a new 
owner. She was surveyed in 2007 and has been well maintained since, with many 
upgrades. Her camper canvas gives her extra living space in the cockpit for times you 
love to share with your family and boating friends. Let her 3126 CATs take you to new 
shores, e�  ciently and reliably. Asking $142,900                                                          #SB1039

 2010 330 SUNDANCER - Axius Joystick Docking Technology, Generator, 
Windlass, Air Conditioning/Heat, Cockpit Grill, GPS Chart Plotter, Radar, and 
Low hours. 
Just Listed Only $184,900.                                    #SB1025

2005 500 SUNDANCER - Low hours, Upgraded Diesel Power, Full Electronics, 
Bow and Stern Thrusters, Hydraulic Swim Platform, Satellite TV, Cockpit Air/Heat, 
Trades Considered.
Asking $429,000.    #SB629

2007 CRUISERS YACHTS 340 - A quick Express Cruiser, with great options, 
Walk Through Windshield, Radar, AC/Heat, Sea-Weed Stainless Tender lift, 
Generator, Volvo Ocean Series drives. Ordered new with the Master Stateroom 
door for additional privacy. Very clean and her experienced owners are long-time 
boaters moving to a larger vessel. Asking $129,900                                      #SS1183B

 2003 SEA RAY 320 SUNDANCER - One of Sea Rays popular models, Wide open interior 
space, enormous galley countertop, abundant cabinet storage above & below. Island 
style V-berth with privacy curtains, Salon settee converts to a double berth.  Cockpit 
layout is arranged with u-shaped seating aft and for, stylish dual helm seat with � ip-up 
bolster and full wet bar. Owner willing to arrange leasing terms if required.          #SB1063

2008 38 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - NEW PRICE - One of Sea Ray’s most 
popular Sport Yachts, this 2008 380DA is NO disappointment. 100% Fresh Water, 
Professionally Maintained, Custom Camper Canvas, Bow Thruster, Central Vac, 
Raymarine E120, Auto Pilot, 7.3KW Generator. Available by appointment for 
viewing. Asking $219,900                                 #SB1007

 2007 310 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - 100% Freshwater 310 Sundancer, notable 
options included Generator, Heat/Air Conditioning, Windlass, Cockpit Fridge, etc. 
Just Reduced $129,900.    #SB970

 2009 330/350 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - T-6.2MPI Mercruisers with Axius 
‘JOYSTICK’ docking.  5kw Gen, heat/air, cockpit grill, radar, chart plotter, � sh 
� nder, under 30hrs. 
Call for Best Cash Price$$$$.                                    #SB1005

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

TRADES ACCEPTED

SISTERSHIP

QUALITY USED VESSELS NEEDED

38' COMMANDER
New Interior Layout, Twin Volvo D6-370's, 2 staterooms w/separate heads,  

Raymarine electronics package. CALL FOR PRICING!

38

BEST SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT COMMANDERS

30' COMMANDERS
BRAND NEW! Twin Volvo 225 diesels.  

The quintessential west coast boat.  
CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

30

30' COMMANDERS
BRAND NEW! Single Volvo 370 diesel.  
Ultra leather interior and bow thruster.  

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

30

2001 COMMANDER 26
Power with Volvo 260HP Diesel.

$89,900.

2008 COMMANDER 26 
Every option possible geared up for 
fishing. On a trailer & ready to go. 

REDUCED $172,900.

1987 COMMANDER 26
Twin gas.
$43,900.

1992 COMMANDER 30 
Shed kept, well equipped,  

twin diesels.  
$99,500.

1995 COMMANDER 30 
Boat house kept, ready for fishing, 

twin diesel. Owner motivated. 
$99,500.

2004 SEA SPORT 2400
Volvo 280HP gas.

$61,900.

2002 COMMANDER 30 
Loaded twin Volvo diesel, 675 hrs. 
Bow thruster, full service records. 

 $129,900.

1999 MAINSHIP TRAWLER 350/390 
Fully equipped throughout. 

Immaculate condition, Yanmar diesel, 
1,575 hrs., By prior appointment. 

$154,400 USD.

http://www.canmaryachts.com
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� 2 On-water locations � Celebrating our 53rd year of Sales & Service
� Huge selection of New, Pre-Owned & Brokerage boats � Aggressive Financing Available
� Mobile Service � Several Certified Service Technicians 

 2008 CRUISERS YACHTS 560 EXPRESS 
Hydraulic Swim Platform, Cockpit Air, Premium Electronics, Bow Thruster, Underwater lights, 
Satellite TV, Dishwasher, Washer Dryer, very low hours. Clean Trades Accepted. 
Asking $689,000.       #SB949

2008 330 SEA RAY SUNDANCER -  Great opportunity to buy a like new 
boat for a used price. Stem to Stern Warranty applies till Aug 2012; engine 
warranties apply till Aug 2013! Delivered new in Aug 2011, only 7.5 hours 
on upgraded 496 Mag Mercruiser power with digital throttle and shift and 
Bravo 3 stern drives. Asking $184,900                            #SB1081

2000 410 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - This beautiful Sea Ray 410 is ready for a new 
owner. She was surveyed in 2007 and has been well maintained since, with many 
upgrades. Her camper canvas gives her extra living space in the cockpit for times you 
love to share with your family and boating friends. Let her 3126 CATs take you to new 
shores, e�  ciently and reliably. Asking $142,900                                                          #SB1039

 2010 330 SUNDANCER - Axius Joystick Docking Technology, Generator, 
Windlass, Air Conditioning/Heat, Cockpit Grill, GPS Chart Plotter, Radar, and 
Low hours. 
Just Listed Only $184,900.                                    #SB1025

2005 500 SUNDANCER - Low hours, Upgraded Diesel Power, Full Electronics, 
Bow and Stern Thrusters, Hydraulic Swim Platform, Satellite TV, Cockpit Air/Heat, 
Trades Considered.
Asking $429,000.    #SB629

2007 CRUISERS YACHTS 340 - A quick Express Cruiser, with great options, 
Walk Through Windshield, Radar, AC/Heat, Sea-Weed Stainless Tender lift, 
Generator, Volvo Ocean Series drives. Ordered new with the Master Stateroom 
door for additional privacy. Very clean and her experienced owners are long-time 
boaters moving to a larger vessel. Asking $129,900                                      #SS1183B

 2003 SEA RAY 320 SUNDANCER - One of Sea Rays popular models, Wide open interior 
space, enormous galley countertop, abundant cabinet storage above & below. Island 
style V-berth with privacy curtains, Salon settee converts to a double berth.  Cockpit 
layout is arranged with u-shaped seating aft and for, stylish dual helm seat with � ip-up 
bolster and full wet bar. Owner willing to arrange leasing terms if required.          #SB1063

2008 38 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - NEW PRICE - One of Sea Ray’s most 
popular Sport Yachts, this 2008 380DA is NO disappointment. 100% Fresh Water, 
Professionally Maintained, Custom Camper Canvas, Bow Thruster, Central Vac, 
Raymarine E120, Auto Pilot, 7.3KW Generator. Available by appointment for 
viewing. Asking $219,900                                 #SB1007

 2007 310 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - 100% Freshwater 310 Sundancer, notable 
options included Generator, Heat/Air Conditioning, Windlass, Cockpit Fridge, etc. 
Just Reduced $129,900.    #SB970

 2009 330/350 SEA RAY SUNDANCER - T-6.2MPI Mercruisers with Axius 
‘JOYSTICK’ docking.  5kw Gen, heat/air, cockpit grill, radar, chart plotter, � sh 
� nder, under 30hrs. 
Call for Best Cash Price$$$$.                                    #SB1005

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

TRADES ACCEPTED

SISTERSHIP

QUALITY USED VESSELS NEEDED

38' COMMANDER
New Interior Layout, Twin Volvo D6-370's, 2 staterooms w/separate heads,  

Raymarine electronics package. CALL FOR PRICING!

38

BEST SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT COMMANDERS

30' COMMANDERS
BRAND NEW! Twin Volvo 225 diesels.  

The quintessential west coast boat.  
CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

30

30' COMMANDERS
BRAND NEW! Single Volvo 370 diesel.  
Ultra leather interior and bow thruster.  

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

30

2001 COMMANDER 26
Power with Volvo 260HP Diesel.

$89,900.

2008 COMMANDER 26 
Every option possible geared up for 
fishing. On a trailer & ready to go. 

REDUCED $172,900.

1987 COMMANDER 26
Twin gas.
$43,900.

1992 COMMANDER 30 
Shed kept, well equipped,  

twin diesels.  
$99,500.

1995 COMMANDER 30 
Boat house kept, ready for fishing, 

twin diesel. Owner motivated. 
$99,500.

2004 SEA SPORT 2400
Volvo 280HP gas.

$61,900.

2002 COMMANDER 30 
Loaded twin Volvo diesel, 675 hrs. 
Bow thruster, full service records. 

 $129,900.

1999 MAINSHIP TRAWLER 350/390 
Fully equipped throughout. 

Immaculate condition, Yanmar diesel, 
1,575 hrs., By prior appointment. 

$154,400 USD.

http://SKYLINEMARINA.com
http://SKYLINEMARINA.com
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BROKERAGE

http://www.patsturgeonyachts.com
mailto:info@brewersmarine.com
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http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.NorthSouthYachtSales.com
http://www.NorthSouthYachtSales.com
mailto:marina@torontoport.com
http://outerharbourmarina.ca
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BROKERAGE

http://www.rcryachts.com
mailto:sail@rcryachts.com
http://TorontoYachtSales.com
http://KingstonYachtSales.com
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http://canadianyachting.ca
http://truenorthyachts.ca
mailto:sales@truenorthyachts.ca
http://navypointmarine.ca
mailto:shawn@navypointmarine.ca
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Sharpes Bay, Malaspina Peninsula: 3.7 acres, 
unique 1680sqft modern home, in exclusive 
Sharpes Bay community with many extras – 
caretaker, marina, club house and more. Private 
moorage. Minutes from Desolation Sound and 
the Discovery Islands.                    $1,495,000

Robertson Island, Haida Gwaii: 5 oceanfront 
acres with a custom 1940sqft 3bdrm home, 
sunny exposure & sheltered bay with all-tide 
moorage. A fabulous coastal property minutes 
from amenities and world-renowned fishing, 
adventure, scenery & wildlife.         $625,500

Victor Island: 16-acre forested private island 
with a unique 890sqft home and moorage 
in Muchalat Inlet on Vancouver Island’s 
west coast. All the modern conveniences and 
comforts of home and direct access to superb 
fishing and adventure.                    $485,000

Quatsino Sound Oceanfront Acreage: 106 
acres in two separate titles. 1300+ft of low-
bank easy access oceanfront, small creek 
through the property, forest service road 
access, zoning permits subdivision. In a 
protected location, amazing views.   $259,000

Cordero Channel, BC Coast: 178 incredible 
forested oceanfront acres with a 3700ft 
beautiful and diverse shoreline, a well-
protected bay, southern exposure and a year 
round creek. One of BC’s most amazing south 
central coast regions!                 $1,160,000

Neilson Island, Tofino Harbour: Forested 
21.5-acre private island on Vancouver 
Island’s west coast just a short distance 
from Tofino. Sheltered, deep water moorage
and the original, still functional 1925 home. 
Premier marine recreation area.    $1,450,000

Amazing Oceanfront Acreage: 1.8 acres with 
260ft of low-bank easy access waterfront 
in Campbell River. 2000sqft bungalow 
surrounded by beautiful landscaping. Zoning 
provides for secondary suite/residence as well 
as subdivision opportunities.        $1,495,000

Quadra Island Oceanfront Home: 2800sqft 
chalet-style home with oceanside decks 
on 4.99 private acres with sunny southern 
exposure and views into Open Bay, 265ft of walk-
on beachfront and nicely forested. Guest cottage, 
powered shop and greenhouse.          $788,800

Nootka Sound, Plumper Harbour: 10-acre 
oceanfront lots, each with 300-500ft of shore 
frontage and potential building sites with 
spectacular views. Protected waters and 
access to world-renowned fishing on Vancouver 
Island’s West Coast.           $99,000 - $189,000

Quadra Island, Conville Bay: Dramatic 5.48 
acre property with extensive oceanfront on 
the east side of Quadra Island. Awesome 
views from the 2800sqft 3bdrm home at the 
highest point on the property surrounded by 
natural forest and mossy bluffs.    $1,190,000

Winter Harbour Marina & RV: This 
Vancouver Island West Coast marina has it 
all! 3 oceanfront properties, boat launch, 
20RV sites, large foreshore lease, substantial 
standing pier and dock, protected moorage, 
guest lodgings and 2bedroom cabin. $699,000

Echo Bay, Gilford Island: Diverse, forested 
82 oceanfront acres, classic home with nice 
wood trim, floors and detailing, boardwalks, 
generator, workshop. Deep water bay for 
private moorage. Overlooking Broughton 
Archipelago Marine Park.              $435,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCEANFRONT TEAM 
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

ED HANDJA Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHELLEY MCKAY

www.bcoceanfront.com
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http://crateslakecountryboats.com
mailto:info@swansyachtsales.com
http://www.swansyachtsales.com
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Sharpes Bay, Malaspina Peninsula: 3.7 acres, 
unique 1680sqft modern home, in exclusive 
Sharpes Bay community with many extras – 
caretaker, marina, club house and more. Private 
moorage. Minutes from Desolation Sound and 
the Discovery Islands.                    $1,495,000

Robertson Island, Haida Gwaii: 5 oceanfront 
acres with a custom 1940sqft 3bdrm home, 
sunny exposure & sheltered bay with all-tide 
moorage. A fabulous coastal property minutes 
from amenities and world-renowned fishing, 
adventure, scenery & wildlife.         $625,500

Victor Island: 16-acre forested private island 
with a unique 890sqft home and moorage 
in Muchalat Inlet on Vancouver Island’s 
west coast. All the modern conveniences and 
comforts of home and direct access to superb 
fishing and adventure.                    $485,000

Quatsino Sound Oceanfront Acreage: 106 
acres in two separate titles. 1300+ft of low-
bank easy access oceanfront, small creek 
through the property, forest service road 
access, zoning permits subdivision. In a 
protected location, amazing views.   $259,000

Cordero Channel, BC Coast: 178 incredible 
forested oceanfront acres with a 3700ft 
beautiful and diverse shoreline, a well-
protected bay, southern exposure and a year 
round creek. One of BC’s most amazing south 
central coast regions!                 $1,160,000

Neilson Island, Tofino Harbour: Forested 
21.5-acre private island on Vancouver 
Island’s west coast just a short distance 
from Tofino. Sheltered, deep water moorage
and the original, still functional 1925 home. 
Premier marine recreation area.    $1,450,000

Amazing Oceanfront Acreage: 1.8 acres with 
260ft of low-bank easy access waterfront 
in Campbell River. 2000sqft bungalow 
surrounded by beautiful landscaping. Zoning 
provides for secondary suite/residence as well 
as subdivision opportunities.        $1,495,000

Quadra Island Oceanfront Home: 2800sqft 
chalet-style home with oceanside decks 
on 4.99 private acres with sunny southern 
exposure and views into Open Bay, 265ft of walk-
on beachfront and nicely forested. Guest cottage, 
powered shop and greenhouse.          $788,800

Nootka Sound, Plumper Harbour: 10-acre 
oceanfront lots, each with 300-500ft of shore 
frontage and potential building sites with 
spectacular views. Protected waters and 
access to world-renowned fishing on Vancouver 
Island’s West Coast.           $99,000 - $189,000

Quadra Island, Conville Bay: Dramatic 5.48 
acre property with extensive oceanfront on 
the east side of Quadra Island. Awesome 
views from the 2800sqft 3bdrm home at the 
highest point on the property surrounded by 
natural forest and mossy bluffs.    $1,190,000

Winter Harbour Marina & RV: This 
Vancouver Island West Coast marina has it 
all! 3 oceanfront properties, boat launch, 
20RV sites, large foreshore lease, substantial 
standing pier and dock, protected moorage, 
guest lodgings and 2bedroom cabin. $699,000

Echo Bay, Gilford Island: Diverse, forested 
82 oceanfront acres, classic home with nice 
wood trim, floors and detailing, boardwalks, 
generator, workshop. Deep water bay for 
private moorage. Overlooking Broughton 
Archipelago Marine Park.              $435,000

Ed: 250.287.0011  Shelley: 250.830.4435  Toll Free: 800.563.7322
edhandja@bcoceanfront.com & shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com

Your BC OCEANFRONT TEAM 
Specializing in Unique Coastal Real Estate in British Columbia

ED HANDJA Personal Real Estate Corporation & SHELLEY MCKAY
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http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
mailto:edhandja@bcoceanfront.com
mailto:shelleymckay@bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
http://www.bcoceanfront.com
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If you know how to Boat or would like to hire an instructor, 
charter one of Blue Pacific’s well-maintained yachts and 
explore Desolation Sound, the Gulf Islands, the San Juans 
or the Sunshine Coast. We are conveniently located on 
Granville Island and offer bareboat charters and Cruise and 
Learn vacations on sail or power boats from 27 to 65 feet. 
To see our fleet, go to www.bluepacificcharters.com then 
call or email us to check availablility.

07416_fullpagead-OP.pdf   1   11-12-06   12:20 PM

Call for last minute speCials!

CHARTER

http://www.bluepacificcharters.com
http://www.bluepacificcharters.com
http://www.bluepacificcharters.com
mailto:info@bluepacificcharters.com
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Sail Cats | Power Cats | Monohulls | Trawlers | Bareboat | Skippered
Frenchtown | St Thomas USVI | 800-944-2962 | 340-777-9690
www.cyoacharters.com | info@cyoacharters.com

CYOA is enviro-friendly and 100% holding tank equipped

CYOA has been helping Ordinary People just
like you make the most of their vacations for
over 30 years with beautiful yachts, sensible

prices, and a caring, professional staff.

Call your favorite crew, select an 
air-conditioned cat or monohull from our

fleet, and set a comfortable heading for a
vacation well Beyond the Ordinary.

Contact us today!

O rd i n a r y  Pe o p l e .     
E x t ra o rd i n a r y  Va c a t i o n s !

O rd i n a r y  Pe o p l e .     
E x t ra o rd i n a r y  Va c a t i o n s !

CYOA_HalfPage_CY_July12_CYOA  4/25/12  7:33 PM  Page 1

• Bareboat/Skippered
• Monohulls 32' - 52'
• Catamarans 38' - 47'

24th Charter
Season

Our Cat prices will make you purrr!!
WWW.CONCHCHARTERS.COM

email: sailing@conchcharters.com - (284) 494-4868
Toll Free: USA 800-521-8939 • Canada 800-463-6625
Yacht Brokerage Division: charteryachtsales.com

“BestYacht Management Program”

“BVI’sBest Dealson Keels!”

Est. 1986

Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin
Islands

Conch Charters Ltd.
British Virgin
Islands

http://WWW.CONCHCHARTERS.COM
mailto:sailing@conchcharters.com
http://charteryachtsales.com
http://www.cyoacharters.com
mailto:info@cyoacharters.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
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Thunderbird Marina
 West Vancouver

604.921.7457

Reed Point Marina
 Port Moody
604.939.0499

Westport Marina
 Sidney

Vancouver Island
250.656.5832

150 exclusive listings: 
www.thunderbirdmarine.com 

B.C.’s Largest Database
of Used Boats

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

TODAY AND 

SUBSCRIBE!
http://mysubscription.ca/CY/

FILL

30 Water Street, Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0 
1-800-565-0022    705-282-0185 

www.cycnorth.com                   info@cycnorth.com 

• Sailboats, Catamarans 
   & Powerboats
• 27' to 50'
• Bareboat & Crewed Charters
• 35 years in operation
• New boats for 2012
Owners: Ken Blodgett & Pam McLaughlin

North Channel - Georgian Bay - Lake Huron 

CHARTER

http://www.cycnorth.com
mailto:info@cycnorth.com
http://www.thunderbirdmarine.com
http://mysubscription.ca/CY/
http://sailtime.com/toronto
mailto:gta@sailtime.com
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29720 HWY 62 N. 
BANCROFT, ON

613-332-3777
MAKINWAVESMARINE.COM

MAKE WAVES THIS 
SUMMER

IN A NEW C&L

967 HELENA ST. UNIT A 
P.O. BOX 1321

FORT ERIE, ON L2A 6G2
T: 905.871.GOCL (4625)

E: INFO@CLBOATWORKS.COM
VISIT CLBOATWORKS.COM
FOR INFO, C&L FORUMS 

C&L Boatworks
Builders of Quality Sailcraft Since 1968

NOW AVAILABLE AT: 

MARINE ASSISTANCE

24HR VESSEL TOWING 

Peace of Mind at Sea

“CPS Partner in Safe Boating” 33% discount for CPS” “CPS Partner in Safe Boating” 33% discount for CPS” 

ANCHORAGE

http://MAKINWAVESMARINE.COM
mailto:INFO@CLBOATWORKS.COM
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://thestoremasons.com
http://www.C-Tow.ca
http://CLBOATWORKS.COM
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Introducing WinchRite 
Winch Drive by Sailology
A Real Cordless Electric Winch Handle.

Now Available at the CY Store

www.canadianyachting.ca/cystore

The new WinchRite Cordless Electric 
Winch Drive is the recipient of a 2010 
NMMA Innovation Award! It is compact, 
lightweight, and extremely easy to use. 
Winchrite will drive your standard 
winches as if they were electric. The 
exterior housing is a composite of ABS 
and PC plastics resulting in superior 
durability and strength, with integrated non-skid rubber inlays. Designed specifically 
for use on a sailboat's winches, it achieves 110+NM of torque and reaches variable 
speeds of 50-120 RPM in both directions. The integrated stainless steel winch cog 
contains a unique drive to prevent failure in both rotation directions and will not 
unthread or snap the retaining screw.
Every Winchrite Winch Drive comes with a quick charging device; 100-240 volt shore 
power; a 12-volt Trickle charging device and a storage tote bag.

MAKING SAILS THE WAY 
YOU WANT

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128
FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

COLLINGWOOD 705-446-2128
FULL SERVICE SAIL LOFT

CANADA WIDE 866-746-2128

HYDESAILS.COM

ANCHORAGE

http://www.canadianyachting.ca/cystore
http://www.H2OutCanada.com
http://www.tallships.ca/sailloft
http://www.torontoyachtservices.com
http://www.variprofile.com
http://www.NautilusVariprop.ca
mailto:jesco@NautilusVariprop.ca
http://HYDESAILS.COM
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BIG OR SMALL, AT SHIPSHAPE, WE FIX ‘EM ALL!

Murray White, General Manager
Shipshape Marina Ltd.
10 Seaway Haulage Road
St. Catharines, ON L2M 0A3
905-935-1234

admin@shipshapeltd.com
www.shipshapeltd.com

• LARGEST TRAVEL-LIFT ON LAKE ONTARIO 
(80-TONS)

• LOWEST WINTER STORAGE RATES
• ABYC CERTIFIED MARINE ELECTRICIAN
• BOAT PICK-UP & DELIVERY WHEN REQUESTED
• COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE SERVICE

Manufacturer of Custom Upholstery, Cushions and Mattresses
Come see our new expanded showroom

Royal City Bedding & Upholstery

14722 64th Avenue, Surrey, BC - 604-595-5075  www.rcb.ca

TRITON SAILS
Longstanding Canadian Sailmaker
Great Sails, Great Service, Fair Prices.

864 Lakeshore RD E.,
Mississauga, ON L5E 1E1
Tel: 905-891-8166
Fax: 905-891-8167

w w w. t r i t o n s a i l s . c o m

• Westerbeke Gas and Diesel Generators
• Westerbeke Diesel Generators 

and Diesel Propulsion Engines
• Universal Diesel Engines
• Velvet Drive transmission and parts
• SeaKamp Heat exchangers
• Speedseal Impeller covers
• Transmission repairs Hurth, ZF, Paragon,Velvet Drive
• Repair parts for Mercruiser, Volvo, Crusader

• phone-1-519-825-4631 • fax-1-519-825-7752 • parts 1-800-345-8341
website: www.anthonykeatsmarine.com

email: anth-kea@on.aibn.com

http://www.rcb.ca
http://www.tritonsails.com
http://www.anthonykeatsmarine.com
mailto:anth-kea@on.aibn.com
mailto:admin@shipshapeltd.com
http://www.shipshapeltd.com
http://canadianyachting.ca
http://www.bayviewpropeller.ca
mailto:bayviewpropeller@sympatico.ca
http://www.crankyamps.com
http://www.taoyachtdelivery.com
mailto:captaindavemathews@yahoo.com
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E N T E R  T H E  W O R L D  O F  A U T O  G U I D A N C E

By adding a BlueChart® g2 Vision® card to your compatible chartplotter, 

you can take advantage of our patented Garmin Auto Guidance technology. 

With a couple touches of the screen, Auto Guidance searches through all 

relevant charts to create a route your boat can actually follow — one that 

avoids obstacles, shallow water, buoys and other obstructions. And when 

you add a Garmin autopilot system, Auto Guidance will engage the 

autopilot so the boat will follow the course automatically.

garmin.com/autoguidance
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DEAR CY SubSCRibER. WE WEll 
KNOW THAT siTTiNg BEsidE THis 
mAgAziNE ON yOuR COffEE TABlE 
is A COpy Of pEOplE, NExT TO 
THAT us ANd RigHT BEsidE THAT, 
NATiONAl ENquiRER. yOu, liKE 
mE, ARE All ABOuT CElEBRiTy 
CulTuRE, WHAT THEy WEAR, WHAT 
THEy dO ANd mOsT impORTANTly, 
THEiR fABulOus BOATiNg lifE-
sTylE. lET’s fACE iT CElEBRiTy 
CulTuRE is All pOWERful; Tmz 
RulEs ANd pEREz HilTON is THE 
COmmOdORE Of fAmE.

Often our celebrities will show 
up on boats, thereby projecting their 
glamourous lifestyle onto our own. 
My concern today is that while Tiger 
Woods, Brangelina and the rest of the 
world’s spectacular names understand 
and love the allure of boats, the same 
cannot be said of our Canadian celebs.

At various times this and other 
lesser publications have attempted to 
profile Canadian celebs and their boats. 
Sadly, it turns out that once you profile 
Ron Maclean and Brian Williams, you 
very quickly have a glut of empty pages. 
That is the product of two unfortunate 
factors—there are not very many 
Canadian celebs (unless you count 
Sandy Renaldo and Bev Oda…omg!) 
and the few of them that exist either 
don’t have boats, or don’t talk about it. 

It could be the unwillingness of the 
stars to call attention to their lavish 
lifestyle—as an example of celeb reluc-
tance to share, Tiger Woods famously 
has a boat called Privacy. Maybe 
their boat is a sacrosanct refuge from 
celebrity for those famous folks.

I hear you, fresh from an episode of 
ET Canada pointing out that there are 
a host of celebs including a bunch of 
NHL’ers who are spotted in Muskoka 
and that their cottages must certainly 
have boats. True, but I am looking for 
personalities who are boaters, in the 
adventurous/lifestyle sense of the word.

Although he is not a Canadian, 

I was surprised and delighted to see 
one of my favourite celebs, Stephen 
Colbert, on Letterman just a while ago 
showing pictures of his experience in 
the 2011 Charleston Bermuda Race. 
This was an odd thing—Colbert was 
supposedly on the show to promote 
some new book, but he barely men-
tioned it. Even a year later, all he could 
rave on about was his slogging sail with 
his pals on The Spirit of Juno, a Farr 65 
that he crewed on with some friends 
from his native city. 

I was struck—I had no idea he 
was even interested in sailing, but a 
quick google turned up a wealth of 
info including video of Colbert being 
Colbert, but obviously whipped by the 
780-mile crossing. In the video, he is 
charming in an unshaven way, but you 
can tell the passage wasn’t the beach 
picnic one normally associates with 
TV personalities.

Some thoughts on why our celebrities 
are not out on the water more:

Canada is too cold. Even Cynthia 
Dale looks scraggy in foul weather 
gear. If you look online, it’s easy to 
find hot shots Kim Kardashian or 
Orlando Bloom (who is Orlando 
Bloom, anyway?) in something skimpy 
on a boat. Switch that to the four 
layers of sweats and a sou’wester 
required for the Canadian climate and 
I feel you lose the impact.

Where do you put the paparazzi? 
Getting good support boat drivers is a 
perennial problem.

Canadian celebs are not glamorous. 
I know for a fact that Jean Chretien 
owned a Doral built in his hometown. 
Do we really want to see Chretien at 
the helm on the cover of this or any 
other magazine?

Speaking of political figures, I once 
ran into Mike Harris at the Dockside 
Show in Toronto. Is that good?

Canadian boats are simply not 
big enough for celebrities and their 
entourage. I have written before about 
the popularity of the C&C 27 but even 
a Hunter 36 with a red carpet down the 
dock doesn’t quite invite Joan Rivers.

Richard Branson owns a very deluxe 
yacht. Does that come as a surprise?

Perhaps Canadian celebrities who 
boat will surface. Perhaps the future 
of Canadian notables may be in BC. 
Carly Rae Jepsen is from Mission but 
the closest marine reference I found is 
a really bad YouTube “Boat me maybe.” 
Blue Jay Brett Lawrie is from Langley, 
but his bio so far doesn’t mention his 
J24 crew work. Invite him aboard and 
perhaps he’ll get hooked.

To conclude, it appears the 
Canadian boating scene cannot rely on 
celebrities to make it popular. Sailors 
and power boaters alike, we are on 
our own to add the glitz and opulence. 
Wear something fabulous! 

CROssiNg THE LiNE

Not so 
Glam!
By John Morris
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